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Editorial/ comme~t, 

On Khomeini and the 'gates of paradise' 

When does practice of religion become 
nothing more than murderous lunacy, 
and at what point is it permissible to 

call a clergyman a monstrous war criminal? 
That question arises with The National Post's 

publication April '25 of "Ahmadinejad's 
Demons". 

A full-page expose recalls in gruesome detail 
how the Ayatollah Khomeini, during the 1980-
88 Iran-Iraq war, sent thousands of Iranian chil
dren, some as young as 12, to the front lines. 

Their mission, as they walked across mine
fields to face the Iraqi enemy: to clear a path for 
older, "more valuable" and weapons-bearing 
Iranian Revolutionary Guards. 

How did Khomeini, a revered Shia Muslim 
cleric and founding Supreme Leader of the 

.. Islamic Republic, induce children to march to 
their deaths, to be either blown up by mines or 
mowed down by well-armed Iraqi soldiers? 

He had them equipped with plastic keys -
500,000 of which he imported from Taiwan. And 
his underlings informed them those key~ would 
open the "gates of paradise" for them. 

"It was sometimes like a race," a veteran of the 
war recalls. "Even without the commander's 

orders, everyone wanted to be first." 
These youths were part of the "Basiji", a mass 

so-called "volunteer" militia Khomeini created 
in ,1979, and that continues under current Iranian 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. 

"They came to our positions in huge hordes 
with their fists swinging," an Iraqi officer com
plained in 1982. "You can shoot down the first 
wave and then the second. But at some point, the 
corpses are piling up in front of you, and all you . 
want to do is scream and throwaway the 
weapon. These are human beings, after all." , 

It turned out, after closer investigation, howev
, er, that these youthful members of the Basiji did
n't exactly volunteer for service. 

Most were recruited by members of the 
Revolutionary Guards. These "special educa
tors" would visit schools and handpick their 
martyrs. 

In other cases, the local mullah decided that 
every family would have to furnish one such 
"soldier of God". 

Ayatollah Khomeini, himself, it should be noted, 
was in no rush to go to paradise. He lived to nearly 
90. L!:!t's all hope he went to the other place. That 
would be at least some measure of justice. 
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Infighting among Palestinians a major challenge to Barnas's authority 
Abbas, Hamas in public row over variety of issues 

Although at first it appeared that most 
, Palestinian groups were circling the wag
, ons after Hamas's electoral victory' in 

parliamentary elections 
BEHINDlHEHEADUNES in January, develop

ments over the past few 
weeks have exposed the 
increasingly bitter rift 

By between Fatah, the 
main faction in the PLO 
and the party of current 
Palestinian Authority 

BRENT E. SASLEY (PA) President 
Mahmoud Abbas, and 

Hamas. Where Hamas is considered an extrem-
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MAHMOUD 
ABBAS, Palestinian 
Authority president: 
Willing to go ovel" 
Hamas's head for 
support in negotia
tions with Israel. 

ist, terrorist, violent 
organization, Fatah is 
usually considered 
moderate. 

The dispute between 
Fatah and Hamas is 
fundamental: Hamas 
rejects recognition of 
Israel, peace negotia
tions, and renunciation 
of terrorism. Fatah 
advocates working 
with Israel to achieve a 
final peace and has 
renounced violence 
(although many groups 
within Fatah still resort 
to it). In addition, Fatah 
is bitter at its electoral 
defeat and removal 
from power. 

These disagreements 
. are reflected in the public row between Abbas 

and Hamas. Hamas insists that it will not recog
nize Israel or give up the option of violence, and 
continuously reminds the Palestinians and the 
international community that it is the legitimate
ly and democratically-elected government of the 
Palestinians. 

In contrast, Abbas has in recent days pointed 
out that he is willing to go over Hamas's head 
directly to the Palestinian people for support in 
negotiations with Israel, asserted his authority to 
appoint Fatah men to sensitive security posts in 
the P.A., and blocked the creation of Hamas 
security groups, 
, The quarrel turned vitriolic, as Hamas leader 
Khaled Meshal referred to Abbas as a traitor and 
Fatah supporters called Meshal a "dirty animal" 
(although some other Hamas'leaders distanced 
themselves from Meshal and his remarks). Then, 
on April 24, the rhetoric gave way to violence, as 
supporters and gunmen from both sides clashed, 
firing and tossing bombs at each other. Only 
with great difficulty were the clashes finally 
brought under control. ' 

The firefights did not diminish the verbal 
assaults - two days later, Abbas claimed that, as 

president of the PA, he could dismiss the Hamas 
government, while in response, Hamas threat
ened a "heavy price" for everyone should Abbas 
try to do so. 

The disagreement will not be resolved in the 
near future. The positions of each side are dia
metrically opposite to the other; with the power 
to govern the Palestinians also at stake, neither 
side is likely to give up their ideals. Finally, it's 
not clear that Hamas is even capable of changing 
its deeply-held ideology - rejection of Israel and 
commitment to its destruction. 

The lack' of recognition and financial support 
from the international community (excluding 
parts of the Muslim world) is hard enough for 
Hamas to deal with and continue in power. But 
combined with the active resistance and even 
hostility at times of Abbas and broad segments 
of the Palestinian people,· governing is all but 
impossible. Moreover, if current trends continue, 
the only possible culmination is outright civil 
war and widespread destruction among the 
Palestinian areas. 

Both Fatah and Hamas may well step back if 
theyCare that close to the brink, and the pariah
like status of Hamas in the international commu
nity likely would not be able to survive open 
fighting among Palestinians. Hamas leaders 
know this, and have been giving some signals of 
a willingness to explore other options related to 
Israel in order to improve their domestic and 
international position. 

Regardless, it is clear that the current infighting 
among the Palestinians poses a major challenge 
to Hamas. The only way around it is to accept 
Fatah's positions on recognition of and dealing 
with Israel. Doing so would give Hamas much
needed international gratitude and economic sup
port, and remove the main argument Abbas has 
presented for support for Fatah over Hamas, and 
thus diminish the standing of Abbas and Fatah. 
It's not clear at this point that Hamas is ready to 
do so. Until it is, though, nothing less will bridge 
the gap with Fatah and ease Hamas's plight. 

Brent E. Sasley is a doctoral candidate in 
Political Science at McGill University, in Middle 
East politics. He can be reached at 
brent.sasley@shaw.ca 
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Intermarriage at crisis proportions 
Statistics reveal epidemic in Winnipeg 

There .is an epidemic ~f inter
marnage amongst younger 

, Jews in the Jewish communi
ty of 

By 

AD LIB Winnipeg 
which has 
reache'd 
crisis pro
portions. 

The sta
tistics 

. reve'aled 
HAROLD BUCHWALD in "Issues 

, of Jewish 
Identity" for Winnipeg's Jewish 
community, a report published in 
February and given extensive cov
erage in the April 19th issue of the 
Jewish Post & News must serve as 
a shock -like cold water in the face 
- to all who are concemed about 
Jewish continuity and, indeed, the 
survival of our community and its 
institutions as we now know them. 

The subject of intermarriage is 
both delicate and sensitive as 
everyone of this writer's generation 
has friends and relatives whose 
children and grandchildren have 
intermarried, some with spousal 
conversion to Judaism, and many 
not. As the generations get 
younger, friends have contempo
raries and peers who have non
Jewish spouses. 

What follows is not intended to 
be indelicate or insensitive - or 
judgmental - about indiyidual situ
ations. There is no question that the 
vast majority of spouses from out
side the faith are wonderful people. 
Those who have converted have 
been valuable additions to the 
Jewish community and its institu
tions. But for those couples who 
have maintained their separate 
identities and are not raising their 
children as Jews, this rapidly grow
ing reality can only be ignored at 
our peril as a community, and as 
Jews who look to the future for 
strengthened rather than weakened 
Jewishness. 

The statistics from the report, 
prepared by Montreal demographer 
Charles Shahar based on the 2001 
Canadian census, that are real stun
ners are: 

• in households where both 
spouses are under 30, the level of 
intermarriage is 62.5 per cent; 
, • there has been a 68.5 per cent 
increase in the number of Winnipeg 
Jews living in intermarried house
holds; 

• "just over a· quarter" of the 
youngest children of intermarried 
couples are "being brought up as 
Jews", in other words, three quar
ters are not. 

About a year ago, a high-pow
ered summit of leading Jewish 
thinkers, philosophers, community 
leaders, academics, rabbis and C~)!1-
sultants identified the watenng 
down of Jewish identity amongst 
current and future generations of 
Diaspora Jews as the number one 
threat to Jewish survival. 

Intermarriage was identified as a 
key factor, but not the only one. 
Obviously, without the commit
ment to being Jewish, and, effec
tively, its rejection, continuity of 
identification and support will be 
greatly watered down as assimila
tion into the greater community 
replaces it. 

With fewer numbers and weak
ened commitment, support for the 
community's traditional institu
tions, both philosophical and finan
cial, will wane in the near future. 
Relying, as they do, on voluntary 
participation and philanthropy, 
without customers and finances, 
they will be hard put to justify their 
existence. We've already seen com
munity institutions disappear as 
interest in them shrank. 

The challenge of shrinking iden
tity poses more questions than 
answers. Every segment of Jewish 
Diaspora society appears to be 
affected except one: Orthodox reli
gious Jewry, who do not brook 

, intermarriage, and whose adherents 
aren't tempted by it. Reports are 
that their numbers are actually 
growing. 

Other religious categories are 
apparently in decline, as member
ships at:e falling and synagogues 
closing or mergin,g. They have 
major challenges and have to do in
depth introspection on what can be' 
done to maintain their member
ships, to ,say nothing about attract
ing new members. They can't con
tinue to preach to the converted and 
expect sustainability and growth. 

Conventional wisdom suggests 
Jewish education is a major part of 
the answer to Jewish continuity, 
and, in fact, substantial community 
n-:sources have been invested in it 
over almost a century in Winnipeg. 
'Has, it worked? Is it working? 
Anecdotal evidence suggests other-
wise as it appears that the propor
tion of those married out of the 
faith who are graduates of Jewish 
educational facilities is about the 
same as those who attended else-
where. ' 

These graduates should be 
tracked to determine definitively if 
the community is getting a proper 
bang for its buck for the huge 
investment of money, . manpower 
and bricks and mortar it makes 
annually in formal and informal 
Jewish education. If, as suspected, 
it's not working in terms of perpet
uating Jewish identity and continu
ity, seriQus re-design and social 
reengineering of the educational 
system is in order, and quickly. 

Our community is not alone in 
these conc~rns, and shared intelli
gence from elsewhere' should cer
tainly be available and utilized. But 
early assessment and action is 
clearly called for. 

The writer. a .lewish Winnipeg 
lawyer 'and commentator, was a 
longtime national and local .lewish 
community leader. 
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Status of Jerusalem not an issue in Veffer case 
In his commentary "On listing 

Jerusalem, ISRAEL, in Canadian 
passports", in the April 19 Jewish 
Post & News, Harold Buchwald 
contends that the desire of Toronto 
teenager Eliyahu Veffer to have 
Jerusalem, Israel in his Canadian 
passport as his place of birth and 
his entitlement to - and invoking of 
- the Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms' right to religious 
equality have "not met with much 
favor by editorial writers and others 
who have commented on it." 

Mr. Buchwald, fmd some of the 
editorial writers and others he 
referred.to, appear to share the mis
taken impression that Mr. Veffer's 
action is "about where Jerusalem is 
really located" and that B 'nai Brith 
and its senior legal counsel neglect
ed to "weigh the consequences" of 
the non-Israeli legal status of 
Jerusalem being confirmed by the 
Federal Court should Mr. Veffer 
lose the case. 

The status of Jerusalem is not an 
issue in this litigation. All the par
ties agreed in advance that the court 
would say nothing about the status 
of Jerusalem and regard 
Jerusalem's status as a matter to be 
addressed in the context of future 
peace ,negotiations. 

Mr. Buchwald suggested that 
even if Mr. Veffer is successful, it 
would be of "little practical signifi
cance". Mr, Veffer is clearly moti
vated by his religious convictions 

and has expressed his connected
ness to the holy city of Jerusalem as' 
the heart and soul of the Jewish 
people. Numerous Canadian citi
zens bom in Jerusalem after 1948 
who find themselves in the same 
predicament as Mr. Veffer have 
similarly com~ forward to commu
nicate to B'nai,Brith their own reli
giolls convictions on this issue. 

To suggest that this case might in 
some way impact on future peace 
negotiations is to overlook past real
ities: From 1948 until 1976, the gov
ernment of Canada allowed 
Canadians born in Jerusalem to have 
Jerusalem, Israel in their Canadian 
passports as their place of birth. 

Today, Canada allows people 
born anywhere in the world outside 
of Jerusalem to have the country of 
birth in their passport. 

Canada allows people. born in 
contested territory everywhere else 
in the world, other than Jerusalem, 
to choose their country of birth for 
their passport. 

What is objectionable and 
inequitable is that the only people 
in the world Canada forbids a coun
try of birth in their passports are 
those born in Jerusalem. 

ALANYUSIM 
Regional Director 

B'nai Brith Canada, Winnipeg 
The writei' invited a reply ji'om 

Buchwald, which will appear in 
next week's .lewish Post & News. 

Researching branches of Cohen family tree 
I am researching the further 

branches of my Cohen family tree 
and wonder if any of your readers 
can help. . . 

write me (rsheps@ntlworld.com). 
ROBERTA SHEPS 

Colchester, England 
(but born in Winnipeg) 
More letters on page 8. I have a connectIOn to the 

Portigal family through 
marriage; (my great
grandfather's niece, 
Taubl Cohen, married 
Yitschak Portigal.) I 
recently received a 
printout of Portigal 
entries in the database 
at the archive of the 
Jewish Heritage Centre 
of Western Canada and 
found an entry headed 
"Charged pasting 
gov't labels on home
brew" (Israelite Press, 
March 9, 1920) in 
which the culprits were 
Louis Portigal and 
Solomon Gold, and 
later headlines on that 
subject. All are from 
the Israelite Press for 
1923. 

I would really like to 
be able to place these 
men in the Portigal 
family tree and if any 
of your readers know 
about them I'd be very 
grateful if they would 

'" G'-d will always help you, because I can-
not." , 

- Fela Sch~l'emer's father'S last words to her, 
before he was taken away by the Nazis. See story 
starting on page 1,' top left. 

"Are we allowed to celebrate a spring day, 
after what happened?" 

- Professor Ben Baader, Winnipeg SOil of a 
Holocaust survivor, commenting on the difficul
ty he had, preparing a lectll1:e on that topic. See 
story on page 3. ' 

"It gave me strength." 

-Ariel Lee, commenting all the strength she felt, 
knmving fellow Jews were praying for ,her dur
ing an illness she had. See Myron Love's feature 
on page 6. 

, 'There are a number of our members that are 
for expanding the hours of operation." 

- Jeff Lieberman, Rady .lewish Community 
Centre president, commenting on the possibility 
of extending the centre's hours of operation to 
include ShaiJbat and some Jewish holidays. See 
story on page 7. 


