
• 

10 THE JEWISH POST &: NEWS, Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Torah comment 

Parsha teaches im'portance of working to become. better Jews 
. Laws range from relationships with parents to honesty in business 

And again, a double Torah reading this 
week consisting of the Parshas of 
"Acharei Mot" and "Kedoshiin". 

Summary of Acharei Mot: 
Acharei Mot is the parsha which gives us the 

order of Temple service for Yom Kippur. On this 
holiest day of the year, the holiest man would 
enter the holiest place, at which time he would 
offer prayers for the atonement for the entire 
Jewish people. As many have the custom today, 
the High Priest would wear only white on Yom 
Kippur, in contrast to the popular gold-colored 
vestments he would wear· on other days. 
Although many mistakenly believe that Yom 
Kippur is the holiest day of the year, and' 
although it may be true to some extent (e.g. Yom 
Kippur is referred to as the Sabbath of 
Sabbaths), it is actually Shabbat which com
mands a greater reverence and more stringent 
repercussions for its violation. 
Dvar Torah: 

previously seen the dog, everyone had a positive 
feeling toward it. If we do so with the dog, how 
much more should we do so with other people?! 
By internalizing the awareness that each person 
is created in Hashem's image and that Hashem 
wishes us to love each other, we can learn to 
have this positive attitude towards our 'fellow 
man as well. 
Something to think about: 

What does it mean? Among the many interpre
tations of the commandment "You shall be holy" 
(Leviticus 19:2), Rashi claims that fUlfillment of 
this precept refers to one's behavior regarding 
the forbidden sexual relationships. On the other 
hand, the Ramban argues that these words refer 
to and come to teach us that one should abstain 
from being excessive in our behavior and that 
everything should be done in moderation - even 
regarding permissible things. 

This argument as to the meaning of "You Shall 
be Holy" is quite drastic, if you put some 
thought into it. "A sacred linen tunic he shall wear" (Leviticus 

16:4). When the High Priest entered to the Holy 
of Holies on Yom Kippur, he wore only simple 
linen white gaIments. Why didn't he wear more 
elaborate clothing for such a sacred mission? In 
public, the High Priest would certainly not dress 
in such simple clothes (cf. Today's rabbis)! The 
answer is that Yom Kippur, and by extension, 
anytime we seek attachment to God, all the 
human trappings of life just don't matter. 
Whether it's the clothes, cars, or cruises, every
one is the same before God. 

A model of the Second Temple in Jerusalem: 
The writer, former scho/ar-in-residence at the 

Rady Jewish Community Centre and Winnipeg 
Hille/IlSA director, is an Orthodox rabbi now 
living in Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel. 

Parshat Acharei Mot gives the order for the 
Temple service on Yom Kippur. 

Summary of Ked os him: 
This is without question one of the most fun

damental and vital Torah portions in learning 
how to live as a Jew. The name of the parsha, 
"Kedoshim", actually means "Holy", referring 
to our requirement to work on ourselves to being 
better Jews, and by extension, a holy nation. 
There are lots and lots of laws in this parsha, 
among the more practical, they include: relation
ships with parents, Shabbat observance, bans on 
idol worship/witchcraft/black magic, tattooing, 
kosher clothing, agricultural laws (most of 
which apply only in the land of Israel), honesty 
in business, civil law, personal relationships, and 

sexual relationships. 
Dvar Torah: 

We must love our 
fellow Jews for no 
other reason than the 
Torah commands it 
(although there are 
certainly additional 
good ones!). Once, 
while delivering a lec
ture, Rabbi Zelig 

. Pliskin (a popular 
Jerusalem lecturer) 
was "interrupted" by a 
cute dog that entered a 
room, causing his 
audience to smile and 
shower admiration on 
the dog: Rabbi Pliskin 
noted that despite the 
fact that no one had 
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CHAVURAT TEFILA.SYNAGOGUE 
Friday. May 5. Candles: 8:35. Mincha: 7:30. Shacharit: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 9:40. Sunday morn

ing services: 9:00. Weekday morning services: 8:00. Evening services May 7-12: 8':40. 
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the comer of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional 

Orthodox services in ~ informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeitor is sayingkad
dish to join us for ou~ twice-daily minyanim.' .. . . 

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM 
Friday, May 5 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 8:35 p.m. 
Saturduy, May 6 - Achare-Kedoshim - morning service, Junior Congregation Windup, 9:00 a.m., 

evening service 8:25 p.m. Shabbat ends 9:40 p.m. 
Sunday, May 7 - morning service 9:00 a.m., evening service 8:30 p.m .. 
Monday, May 8-Thursday, May 11 - morning. service 7:30 a.m., evening service 8:30 p.m. 

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK 
Ph: (204) 452-3711; Fx: (204) 474-1184; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check 0 .. website or call the Synagogue office. 
Wednesday, May 3 (Yom HaAtzma 'ut): Morning Minyan 9:00 a.m., Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m. 

(Tonight Orner 21). 
Friday, May 5: Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan 5:30 p.m.; Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

6:00 p.m.; Light Shabbat Candles (Orner 23) 8:35 p.m. • 
Shabbut, May 6: Morning Service 9:00 a:m. (Daniel Kapalka Bar Mitzvah); Pre-Junior 

Congregation 10:30 a.m.; Torut Chayim Torah Study 12:30 p.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m. 
(Tonight Omer 24); Lexie Yunnan Bat Mitzvah 8:00 p.m.; Shabbat ends 9:40 p.m. 

. HERZLIA-ADAS YESHURUN SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 620 Brock Street 
"Your home for exploring and experiencing meaningful Jewish living" 
Por the week of April 28-May 4. 2006 - 30 Nissan-6 Iyar, 5766 
Parshat Tazria MellOW . 
Candle Lighting: 8:24 p.m. Friday Minella: 6:45 p.m. 
Shabbat Shacharit: 9:00 a.m. Shabbat Mineha: 8:00 p.m. Shabbat Ends: 9:29 p.m. 
Sunday Shacharit: 9:00 a.m. 
Weekday Mineha: 7:00 p.m. Weekday Shacharit: 7:00 a.m. 

TALMUDTORAH-BETHJACOBSYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street. Candle lighting time for Friday, May 5 at 8:35 p.m. 

MinchalKabbalat Shabbat at 8:35 p.m. Saturday morning service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the week
Acharei MotlKcdoshim. Mincha service at 8:40 p.m. Shabbat ends at 9:40 p.m. Daily 
Mineha/Maariv services at 8:45 p.m. Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and everyone is 
invited to attend. 

TEMPLE SHALOM 
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg's only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be holding: on 

Friday, May 5th ut 6: 15 p.m., 

UNITED JEWISH PEOPLES ORDER 
Open Forum 

Topic: The Israeli & Palestinian Elections: 
Perils & Possibilities 

Guest Speakers: 

Prof. Howard Davidson -
(onlinuing Educalion Dept Universily of Manitoba 

Brent Sasley -
polnical Sdence Docloral (andidale in Middle Easl Studies, McGill Universily 

Monday, May 15, 2006 7:30 pm 
Gwen Seeter Creative living Centre 

1588 Main Street (at Smlthflc1d Ave.) 

All are Welcome· 
Gratuity $3.00 

a Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
led by Student Rabbi Uri 
Barnea. All are welcome! 

Jewish Post 
& News 

deadline for 
all news & 
advertising: 

Friday, noon 
for the 

following 
week's issue 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006, THE JEWISH POST &: NEWS 11 


