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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT: 

W JT earns enthusiastic reception for 2f.ld annual 
salute to Broadway's JeWis" 'compo~ers 

By REBECA 
KUROPATWA 

Broadway at the 
Mayberry Fine 
Art Gallery is a 

special event of the 
Winnipeg Jewish 
Theatre (WJT) that 
took place on 
Saturday night, April 
22. It showcased the 
musical talents of six 
exceptional perform
ers, accompanied by 

, Ron Krug. , 
~. The night's singers 
includes Edward 
Ledson, Kelly 

Last year 120 people attended the show, and 
this year 110 turned out. Even still, Aronovitch 
says, "both events were successful and raised 

, approximately the same amount. . 
"Last year, tickets were $55 and there was a 

silent auction. This, year, tickets were $75 and 
there was one raffle (for a pair of diamond ear
rings provided by S.he~don Kaminsky). So, it 
evened out." Proceeds for the show go toward 
WJT operating costs. 

Robinson, Alexandra 
Frohlinger, Raymond 
Padua, Tim Gledhill, 
and Naomi Forman, 
coming from a wide 
variety of perfor
mance background. 

Performers, from left: Edward Ledson, Kelly Robinson, Alexandra 
Frohlinger, Raymond Padua, Tim Gledhill, and Naomi Forman. Photo 
by Mei/' Krygel: 

"This Broadway music event," says 
Aronovitch, "is important for' many reasons: It 
provides much needed monies for the theater, it 
allows us to attract new audience members, and 
it also helps to promote Winnipeg's local talent." 
. The WJT Board and committee members who 
helped put' together and presented this unique 
evening, include: Judge Ron Meyers, Jeanne 
Pauls, Terri Marr,· Sharon Wolchock, Marni 
Miller, and others. Carla Goldstein did the first 
introduction of the night,' Ken Goldstein, 
(Carla's husband) and Judge Ron Meyers, both 
ardent Broadway musical lovers, MC'ed the 
night's enfertainment. 

Each of the six 
singers performed their numbers, and the audi
ence eagerly applauded for more, Some of the 
best moments of the night are attributable to both 
the songwriters and the performers. The humor 
of the lyrics, and the performers' precise timing 
and presentation of them, made for a chorus of . 
audience laughter, appreciation, and applause. 

Film shows what hatred and r·acism 
cando to a family and community 

Catered refreshments were served, following 
the Broadway musical performance. 

Carla Goldstein, chair of the evening, explains, 
"This art gallery is a heritage building, located in 
Winnipeg's Exchange District. We are often 
asked to do more musicals, and this type of 
venue is a way in which we can answer that 
demand." 

Marla Aronovitch, executive producer of the 
WJT, explains that the Mayberry Gallery was 
selected as this year's event venue because 
"someone suggested it is a good choice, having 
been to a function there before. As it turns out, 
the Mayberry's were enthusiastic and wonderful 
to work with." 

Aronovitch says, "This annual event started 
last year. Most people love musicals. However, 
they are probably the most expensive type of 
play to produce."The idea took root from "Carla 
Goldstein and Ron Meyers suggesting that we 
could get local performers to sing show tunes 
composed by Jewish composers." 

By REBECA KUROPATWA, 

Don Anderson, who lent 
this film from his per

: sonal collection, says 
that. the movie 'The Mortal 
Storm," shows that "when 
halred and intolerance replace 
kindness and consideration, 
even the strong, long-lasting 
bonds of family and friendship 
can be placed at risk. It is very 
imp'ortant to remain aware 'of 
this." 

In the 1940s, when Hitler 
viewed this film, he proceeded 
to ban all MGM movies in 
every Nazi-occupied country. 

More than 120 people came, 
to watch this movie at the 
Berney Theatre April 25, part 
of the Jewish Federation of 
Winnipeg's annual Holocaust 
Awareness Week. It paints a 
bleak and distressing portrait 

FROM THE GOLAN HEIGHTS 
TO THE VELVET GLOVE 

, of Nazi ,Germany in the. 1930s. 
The film is based on a novel by 
Phyllis Bottome. 

This film, released by MGM 
in 1940, is one of the most 
overtly anti-Nazi Hollywood 
movies made before America's 
entrance into World War II. It 
was directed by two-time 
Oscar winner Frank Borzage, 
starring James Stewart (who 
plays Martin Breitner) and 
Margaret Sullavan (who plays 
Freya Roth). Frank Morgan 
plays Professor Roth, Freya's 
father, and Robert Young plays 
the unsympathetic character of 
Fritz Marberg .. 

Anderson is a Winnipeg Free 
Press writer and University of 
Winnipeg teacher. He says the 
film is "timely and important, 
because it demonstrates very 
credibly, and with considerable 

dramatic 
power, how 
even people 
who love one 
another can 

The ~elvet Glove is pleased to be the first restaurant 
in Winnipeg to offer award-winning Israeli wine from 
the Golan Heights Winery. 

be pulled 
apart by neg
ative forces 
'within soci
ety." . In the 

Pair it wit~ our new seasonal dinner menu featuring 
authentically local fare and enhanced Lifestyle 
Cuisine selections. . 

All dinner guests enjoy complimentary parking in the 
Lombard Parkade. For reservations, call: 985-6255. 

THE VELVET GLOVE 

The Fairmont Winnipeg, 2 Lombard Place, Winnipeg, MB R3B OY3 

.. movie, the 
Roth family 
is torn in 
two, with 
some family 
members sid
ing with the 
Nazis, and· 
some doing· 
everything in 
their power 

to fight them. " ." . .,.' 
The film'has many disturbing 

scenes, such as the burning of 
. books written by great Jewish 
thinkers on the grounds of the 
local university. 

One of the film characters, 
Professor Roth, was a respect
ed "non-Aryan" in a German 
university, living peaceably 
alongside his peers. When the 
professor refused to deny a sci
entific fact that Aryan blood is 
no different· than non-Aryan 
blood, he is sent to ,a concen
tration camp. The professor's 
convictions remain' through
out: "I've never prized safety, 
either for myself or for my 
children. I've prized courage." 

Anderson says that the film 
"remiI:tds us to remain vigilant, 
and to hold our ideals as best 
we may." 

.Shelly Faintuch, the Jewish 
Federation of Winnipeg's com
munity relations director, says, 
"It is so important to commem
orate and remember the 
Holocaust, because we need to 
be moved, ·we need to be 
touched, and' we need to be 
moved to action." . 

Faintuch greeted "The 
Mortal Storm" screening atten-' 
dees. Then, Ran Ukashi, exec
utive director of the Winnipeg 
Zionist Initiative and March of 
the Living Alumnus, along 
with Alanna Friedman, March 
of the Living Alumnus, per
formed a candlelighting cere
mony in remembrance of the 
Holocaust. . 

The. writer is a Jewish 
Winnipeg freelancer. 
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'Keeping up with the Steins' 
looks at lavish, bar mitzvahs 

By TOM TUGEND 

L OS ANGE
LES (JTA) -
"Keeping Up 

With The Steins" 
proves that you don't 
have to be Jewish to 
make a funny Jewish. 
film. Case in point is 
the father-son team of 
Garry and Scott 
Marshall, with the 
younger one directing 
the movie and the 
older one just about 
stealing the show as a 
hippie Jewish grand

Garry Marshall, left, director Scott Marshall, 
center, and Jeremy Piven on the set of 
'Keeping Up With The Steins.' Credit: Miramax. 

father, who teaches his yuppie 
descendants that there's more to a 
bar mitzvah than throwing the most 
lavish party in upscale Los 
Angeles. 

The film opens with an aerial 
shot of a Queen Mary-sized cruise 
ship, whose bow displays a giant 
banner "Mazru Tov, Zachary." The 
theme of the celebration is the last 
voyage of the Titanic, complete 
with a huge iceberg mockup, from 
which emerge a bevy of scantily 
clad mermaids - and that's just for 
the appetizer. Hosting the simcha is 
Arnie Stein (Larry Miller), "agent 
for the stars," and his trophy wife, 
whom he met at a Texas wet T-shirt 
contest. Among the 'guests, and 
gnashing his teeth, is Adam Fiedler 
(Jeremy Piven, also slick agent Ari 
Gold in the HBO senes 
"Entourage"), Stein's business 
competitor, a~companied by his 
wife Joanne (Jami Gertz) and 
nerdy-looking son Benjamin 
(Daryl Sabara), whose own bar 
mitzvah is coming up in a few 
months. 

Driving home from the Titanic 
bash, Adam Fiedler starts obsessing 
about his heir's bar mitzvah party. 
It's not enough to keep up with the 
Steins, he h.as to put on a bash that 
will crush and humiliate his rival. 
Safaris are so 1990 but renting 
baseball's Dodger Stadium is a 
possibility. . 

At night, Adam dreams about a 
line of kipah-wearing Los Angeles 
Laker Girls as a bar mitzvah high
light. As Adam's fevered mind 
nears the breaking pdint, up pops 
his father Irwin (Garry Marshall), 
pony-tailed and hippie-clad, along 
with his. spaced":out blond,e girl
friend Sandy (Daryl Hannah), 
whom he met on an Indian reserva
tion where her mime is Sacred 
Flower. Irwin deserted his wife 
Rose (Doris Roberts) and young 
family 26 years ago and Adam, who 
hasn't seen or talked to his father 
since, has never forgiven him. 

Father-son relations go from bad 
to worse when Irwin and Sandy go 
skinny-dipping in the family pool 
(in public ,view but backsides only), 
though the old hippie· has better 
luck bonding with his grandson 

• • 

Benjamin. Garry Marshall, born 72 
years ago under the good Italian 
family name of Marsciarelli, said 
that his son, the director, picked 
him for the grandfather role as "his 
10th choice." In truth, agreed Scott 
Marshall, 37, he had first tried to 
cast Carl Reiner and Mel Brooks, 
but both balked at the skinny-dip
ping part. When he approached his 
father, the latter asked who would 
be his pool partner. Told it would 
be Hannah, Garry quickly agreed. 

During a joint interview at the 
Marshall family-built and -run 
Falcon Theatre in Burbank, father 
and son noted theit,· qualifications 
as honorary Jews. Garry, whose 
credits as comedy writer, producer, 
actor and director stretch from 
'The Dick Van Dyke Show" of the 
1960s, through TV's "Mork and 
Mindy," to such films as "Pretty 
Woman" and the recent "The 
Princess Diaries 2," pointed to his 
Bronx boyhood and accent. 
However, his real education came 
as a decades-long comedy writer, 
when he was thoroughly indoctri
nated with Jewish and Yiddish 
humor by his fellow scribes. 

Scott, directing his first full
length feature film, passed the eth
nic test when he had to convince 
"Steins" producer A.D. Oppenheim 
that he could do justice to the script 
by Mark Zakarin, even if he wasn't 
Jewish. "I told the producer that I 
married a Jewish woman and there
fore, in a way, I have a Jewish 
mother," said Scott. "Luckily, that 
was close enough." He further 
strengthened his case during the 
interview by referririg to "bubbe's 
latkes" and his education at the pri
vate Oakwood School in North 
Hollywood. . 

"When I was in seventh grade, I 
went to over-the-top bar mitzvahs 
all the time," Scott recalled. "At 
that age, it was about the only place 
you could meet girls and socialize." 
He met his future wife at the school 
and even tried his hand at writing a 
youthful bar mitzvah~ party script. 
After shooting three separate bar 
mitzvah ceremonies or parties for 
the movie, Scott Marshall said, 
"Through this experience, I feel I 
have fmally become a man." 
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The Winnipeg Jewish Canada, the US and Europe, 
Theatre closes its 18th including Shakespeare's Will, 
(Chai) season with EIN- Apple, Blowfish, and The 

STEIN'S GIFT, May 6:14, at Resurrection of John Frum. 
the MTC Warehouse Theatre, Vern has been the recipient of 
comer of Rupert and Lily. numerous other awards as well, 

Chance, ego, passion, and including the Elizabeth Sterling 
genius all collide in this wonder- Haynes Award for Outstanding 

.. ful piece of theatre, based on the. New Play, The City of Edmonton 
life and work of Nobel Laureate,':' Arts Achievement Award, and the 
Dr .. Fritz Haber, who risked University of Alberta Alumni 
everything for a country that Award for Excellence. 
never accepted him, but used his Vern received his BA from the 
work to murder millions. The University of Winnipeg and an 
central relationship is between MFA from the University of 
two Jewish scientists - Haber, Alberta. For five seasons, he has 
and his colleague and friend, been the Artistic Associate at the 
Albert Einstein. Citadel Theatre in Edmonton, 

Written by former Winnipegger responsible for play develop-
Vern Thiessen, EINSTEIN'S . ment. 
GIFT comes to WJT from its off- Directed by well-known local 
Broadway premiere, where it was actor and director, Chris 

. praised as "pure gold ... a theatri- Sigurdson, EINSTEIN'S GIFT 
cal experience not to be missed" features: Brian Linds as Haber, 

. (Jewish-Theatre.com). Winner of Harry Nelken as Einstein, as well 
the· 2003 Governor General's as Matt Kippen, Laura Lussier, 
Award for Drama as well as the Miriam Smith, Rob McLaughlin, 
1999. Canadian Jewish' and Steve R!1tzlaff. Set design is 
Playwriting Competition, EIN- by Leanne Foley, lighting is by 
STEIN'S GIFT has received Bill Williams, and original music 
rave reviews in Edmonton, is composed by Danny Carroll. 
Ontario, BC, and will certainly , Please join us as we close our 
gamer the same honors in CHAI celebration, and announce 
Winnipeg and in Chicago at the our 2006 - 2007 at EINSTEIN'S 
Chicago Jewish Theatre. GIFT. 

Vern Thiessen is fast becoming For tickets, call the number in 
one of Canada's most produced the ad below. Please note: Special 
playwrights. He has written for BUY ONE, GET THE SECOND 
stage, radio and television. His TICKET AT HALF PRICE offer 
stage plays have been seen across on Monday, May 8 only. 

~J.Il~May 6-14 ... 
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01 RECTED BY 

ChriS Sigurdson." 
FEATURING 

Matt Kippen 
Brian Llnds 
Laura Lussier 
Robert Mclaughlin 
Harry Nelken 
Steven Ratzlaff 
Miriam Smith 
SET a. COSTUME DEStCH 

Leanne Foley' 
llOHTINC DUICN 

Bill Williams 
ORIGINAL MUSIC 

Oa n ny Carroll 
SlACt tAANACER 

Marlene Meaden 
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