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. U.S. Jewish news 

After dot-com bust,· entrepreneurs 
from Israel turn to health~care fields 

By 
TIGAY 

CHANAN 

NEW YORK 

ual$ age. And there 
were several others. 

(JTA) - At a recent' 
conference' on Israeli 
start-up companies, a 
group of young 
investors stood in the 
hallway chatting ani
matedly about Israeli 
businesses and ven
ture capital opportu
nities. 

They were particu
larly surprised by the 
growing number of 
health care-related 
firms that had come 

Participants listen to a panel discussion dur
ing a conference on Israeli start-up compa
nies in Newark, N.J., in March 2006. Credit: 

Had the conference, 
sponsored ,; by 
youngStartUp 
Ventures, been held 
five years ago, it 
would have, been 
dominated 'by . Israeli 
high-tech firms, the 
investors said. Now, 
though, on the eve of 
Israel Independence 

. Day 2006, business~ 
men looking to launch 
sustainable "compa
nies since the high
tech bubble burst are 

YOllngStartUp Ventures. 

from Israel to the conference - held at the 
Newark offices of telecom giant IDT - to hawk 
their wares. There was, FlowMedic (Israel) Ltd., 
a company that develops non-invasive treat
ments for circulatory difficulties; InspireMD, 
which develops coronary and cartoid stents; and 
BrainSavers, which has developed a program to 
maintain and improve brain function as individ-

turning to health care. The growth is "an out-
come of investment over the last 20 years," said 
Jacob Dagan, managing partner of ProMed, a 
financial investment firm with a focus on Israeli 
biotechnology companies, "But it takes time. 
You see the results over the last five years." 

Israel long has been on the cutting edge of 
medical research, from Parkinson's to diabetes. 

JNF kicks off ',06 Negev Gala campaign 
By MYRON LOVE Golan Heights and was made aware of the 

danger from Syria and Hizbullah. It makes my 
blood boil when I hear about our federal gov-Rami Kleinmann., the Jewish National 

Fund shaliach for Canada" recalls a 
Negev Oala, inW:innipeg; a couple of 

years back where he learned of a terror attack 
in Israel that day that had killed 19 people. 

, , erl1Jl1ent giving tax credits to Canadians, .who 
, ,! t JI . 

"I was standing backstage with (Manitoba 
Premier) Gary Doer," Kleinmann recalled. "I 
passed on the sad news to him just before he 
went on stage. What we heard from him that 
evening was a strong message of commitment 
to Israel and the Jewish people. In Israel, we 
value our friends. And we appreciate friends 
like Gary Doer." 
, Graham Dixon, the JNF's president for the 

Prairie Region, adds that Premier Doer never 
hesitates to speak out on behalf of Israel. "He 
is a deserving honoree for our Negev Gala this 
year," Dixon said. 

The honoree was introduced to the JNF 
Negev Gala campaign team at a kick-off 
reception on Tuesday, April 25, at the Pavillion 
at Assiniboine Park. The gala is scheduled for 
Tuesday, June 13. 

In introducing Doer at the reception, Bob 
Silver, one of the gala co-chairs, noled that the 
Premier has shown a dedication to all the citi
zens of Manitoba. "As a member of the 
Premier's Economic Advisory Council, I have 
seen firsthand Gary Doer's dedication to the 
betterment of our society and humanity as a 
whole," said Silver, who is one of the owners 
of the Winnipeg Free Press as well as presi
dent of leading jeans manufacturer Western 
Glove Works. 

In his address to the JNF Negev Gala cam
paign team, the premier commented on the 
Yom Hashoah ceremony earlier in the day at 
the Holocaust Memorial on the Legislature 
grounds. He recalled that one of his govern
ment's first official acts in 1999 was to estab
lish a Holocaust Memorial Day in Manitoba. 

He spoke of his visit to Israel compliments 
of the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg. "On 
that visit, I gained a greater understanding of 
Israel's geographic liabilities and the threat . 

. facing the country," he recalled. "I saw tpe ' 
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support HIzbuliah or when I see the media try-
ing to provide 'balanced' news coverage 
where Israel is concerned." 

Doer was in Israel just before the American
led invasion of Iraq. He remembered asking 
some Israeli teens if they were worried about 
the impending conflict. 

"They told me that they weren't worried 
about what was going to happen in two weeks 
time," he said. "They were more concerned 
about taking a bus on Saturday njght to get 
pizza and being blown up." , . 

He described being the Negev Gala honoree 
as a "huge honor". "1 am humbled by this 
honor," he said. ' 

Kobi Brosh, Israel's consul general in 
Toronto, also addressed the gathering. He 
commented on the Holocaust Memorial cere
mony earlier, praising in particular the partici
pation of so many school children. 

"Ceremonies like this show the next genera
tion that racism and discrimination are no 
longer acceptable," he said. . 

Brosh also cited examples of the', range of 
work of the JNF in Israel to emphasize the 
importance of the organization to the develop
ment and well-being of the Jewish State. 

The co-chairs for the gala this year are Bob 
Silver (as noted above) and Canadian-Israeli 
businessman Nathan Jacobson, a former 
Winnipegger with extensive business opera
tions in Israel and Canada. Graham Dixon 
noted that Ed Schreyer has also agreed to join 
the organizing committee. ' 

The entertainment this year will be pro'vided 
by The Voices of Israel -five of Israel's leading 
female vocalists accompanied by five Israeli 
musicians. ' " 

Funds raised from the gala will be directed 
to development projects in the Negev. "This is 
going to be a great event," Graham Dixon said., 
"We are expecting more than 1,700 people to 
attend." 
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Reform Judaism leader Rabbi Eric Yoffie, 
, left, stands with televangelist Jerry Falwell 
. during an April 26, 2006, visit to Falwell's 
Lib,e~ty University in Lynchburg, Va., where 
Yoffie helped deliver the school's weekly con
vocation. Credit: URJ. 

j\t eva,ngelicalschool, Reform 
rabbi presses tolerance for 

• gay marriage 
By RON KAMPEAS 

LYNCHBURG, Va.' (JTA) - The band 
praised Jesus, the pastor prayed for the unsaved 
and the rabbi preached understanding for gay 
unions. In what Jerry Falwell said was a first in 
the 32 years of his Liberty University, a rabbi 
helped the controversial televangelist deliver the 
weekly convocation April 26 in the packed cam-
pus stadium. ' 

But not juslany rabbi: 'Eric Yoffie; leader of 
the Union of Reform Judaism, who sharply crit
icized the religious right in an address ,last 
November to the Reform movement's biennial 
convention. Falwell's invitation was a signal of 
reconciliation after some difficult times between 
evangelicals and Jews, all sides conceded. 

"To communicate our concerns to their flock is 
positive," said Abraham Foxman, national direc
tor of the Anti-Defamation League, who like 
Yoffie has led recent Jewish criticism of the evan
gelical right. "By going there, he did not give a 
hechsher," or stamp of approval, "to Falwell's 
views; he ga:ve expression to Falwell's reaching 
out." " 

.Yoffie's appearance was a salve after a spate of 
dIfferences over Christian proselytizing of Jews; 
evangelical enthusiasm for the Hollywood 
mega-hit "The Passion of the Christ" a film 

, " 

many Jews regarded as anti-Semitic; and Pat 
Robertson's recent suggestion that God struck 
down Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon in ret
ribution for last summer's Gaza Strip withdraw
al. 

Y,0ffie began by emphasizing common ground 
on Issues such as Israel and defending persecut
ed religious minorities overseas. He earned 
warm applause when he praised evangelicals for 
their resolute opposition to what he called "the 
moral cri~is in .America." But he was equally 
resolute Il1 laymg out Reform's, fundaments 
i~cluding church-state separation, a woman'~ 
rIght to be the ultimate arbiter in an abortion and 
legal protection for gay couples. 

"Gay Americans pose no threat to their 
friends, neighbors or co-workers, and when two 
people make a lifelong commitment to each 
other, we believe it is wrong to deny them the 
legal guarantees that protect them and their chil
drep and benefit the broader society," Yoffie said 
to shocked murmurs, scattered hisses and boos. 
I,'alwell chastised his' students, telling them he 
had never been booed in a synagogue. Aside 
from that, the reception for Yoffie was warm. 
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• u.s. ,Jewis.h news 
.. Yom Hashoah feature 

U.S. students dis.cover Holocaust 
through short stories; of Polish shtetl 

By 
AXELROD 

TOBY 

LAKE WORTH, . 
Fla. ,(JTA) ~ Luboml 
was a shtetlin Poland. 
People worked there, 
had families,went to • 
synagogue, ,fell ,in 
love, even ate ice 
cream. Its inhabitants 
were among the 6 mil:' .' . 
lion Jews murdered in .. 
the Holocaust. Now 
imagine that shtetl 
coming to life again, 
in the hearts and 
minds of teenagers at 
a Florida high school. 

Since February, 
some 600 students at 
Lake Worth High 
School - mostly of 
Haitian and Latino 

A ~Jtudent at Lake Worth High School in Lake 
Worth, Fla., displays Holocaust-related art, 
part of a new Holocaust education program 
at the school. Credit: Toby A\·e/rodIJTA. 

background - have been reading 
and writing about Luboml, creating 
woodcuts, baking challah, building 

a memorial and making bracelets 
with a bead for each lost family. On 
May 10, the students will plant a 
tree in memory of the Jews of this 

Focus on issues 

New study of young Jews 
, finds signs of growing 

Orthodox clout· 
By CHANAN TIGAY 

NEW YORK (JTA) - The latest in a flurry of 
studies on young American Jews suggests that 
Orthodoxy will become a larger and more influ
ential force in coming decades. The study, which 
looked at the 1.5 million U.S. Jews between the 
ages of 18-39, found that Orthodox Jews com
prise some 11 per cent of all U.S. Jews, and 16 
per cent of 18-29 year-olds. 

Among even younger Jews, the percentage of 
Orthodox is even higher, those behind the report 
speculate. Further, the survey found, Orthodox 
Jews marry at a younger age, have more chil
dren and are more Jewishly engaged than their 
non-Orthodox counterparts. Released April 27 
by the American Jewish Committee as part of its 
centennial celebration, the findings confirm both 
anecdotal and quantitative evidence from previ
ous reports. 

Taken together, lhe authors say, the facts 
strongly indicate an ascendant Orthodoxy 
among U.S. Jews. "Younger Orthodox adults are 
likely to play increasingly important roles in 
organized Jewish life given their commitments, 
numbers and fertility patterns," said Steven 
Bayme, director of contemporary Jewish life at 
the AJCpmmittee, which commissioned the 
study by Ukeles Associates. 

Looking at young American Jews and their 
connection to Judaism, the study - "Young 
Jewish Adults in the United States Today: 
Harbingers of the American Jewish Community 
of Tomorrow?" - found they can be broken 
down into four sub-categories: Orthodox; non
Orthodox inmarried couples with children; non
Orthodox Jewish singles and married couples 
without children; and intermarried couples, with 

'and without children. 
The first two categories make up about 25 per 

cent of Jews aged 18-39, the study found. They 
are the most engaged with Judaism, the Jewish 
community and Israel. The remaining three
fourths of young Jews are "much less engaged." 

shtetl and for the 6 
million who were 
killed in the 
Holocaust. It will 
stand near some palms 
in a courtyard of their 
sprawling campus. 
. It started as an idea 
of reading teacher 
Abbe Snyder, who 
wanted to do a new 
Holocaust education 
project this year. 
Rochel and George 
Berman, who head the 
Florida Chapter of the. 
American Society for 
Yad Vashem, recom
mended the English 
edition of the Luboml 
Yizkor Buch, or 
memorial book, which 
is filled with short sto
ries about the life and 
death of the shtetl, all 
told by eyewitnesses. 

The book, written by 
survivors and others 

. who had emigrated 
before the war, is 
"absolutely poetic," 
Berman said. "It was a 
dreamy sort of recol
lection of how much 
they loved their 
town." The book, 
begins with stories of 
daily life in Luboml, 
in today's Ukraine. 
German troops 
entered the town in 
June 1941. In October 
1942, virtually all the 
Jews in the 'area were 
killed in a mass shoot
ing on the outskirts of 
town. 

The Luboml stories 
were put in the hands 
of students aged 13-
20. 
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Rice subpoena allowed in AIPAC case 
as judge. pushes trial date to August 

By RON KAMPEAS 
ALEXANDRIA, Va. (JTA) .;.. 

Two "former lobbyists for the 
American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee say Condoleezza Rice 
was their informant on sensitive 
national security matters. The 
claim, laid out in a courtroom here 
April 21, intensified the drama sur
rounding a trial that could further 
roil a Washington political estab
lishment already consUIned by 
cases involving "official" and 
"unofficial" leaks. . 

The trial date, originally sched
uled to begin April 25, has now 
been set for August 7, even as the 
judge in the case continues to sug
gest the casc might not go to trial at 
all. In the pretrial hearii1g two 
weeks ago, lawyers for Steve 
Rosen, AIPAC's former foreign 
policy director, and Keith 
Weissman, its former' Iran analyst, 
persuaded federal Judge T.S, Ellis 
III to allow a subpoena for the sec
retary of state and three other cur
rent and former Middle East policy 
officials. " 

Rosen and Weissman were indict
ed last August on charges that they 
relayed classified information to 
fellow AIPAC staffers, journalists 
and diplomats at the Israeli 

Embassy ii1 Washington. AIPAC 
fired Rosen and Weissman in 
March 2005, saying their actions 
did not comport with the group':, 
practices. Federal prosecutors haw 
made clear that AIPAC is not su, 
pected of wrongdoing. 

The judge continued to expres ' 
grave doubts about the govcn. 
ment's case, sympathizing wit: 
defence claims that it COLI k 
impinge on free speech I:ights, alh' 
that it lacked precedent. Whl', 
Kevin DiGregory, the lead prosecu 
tor, pointed out that the Fir',' 
Amendment had never been citc( i 
in a similar case, Ellis chided him 
saying: "Well, no case has been lik, 
this one." 

Setting out a pretrial scheduL 
Ellis pointedly would not count ou 
a dismissal before the start of th, 
trial and several times qualifil:,; 
prospective dates, saying "if thCI 
is going to be a trial." 

The indictment handed dow, 
against Rosen and WeissI1l;~ 
alleges that they solicited classifl 
infonnation from mid-level gl 
ernment officials, including Lal; 
Franklin, a forn1cr Pentagon h;, 
analyst who pleaded guilty Ii 

January to leaking information 
the two defendants. 

JEWISH FEDERATION OF 

IAN J. GOLDSTINE 
APPOINTED CHAIR 

Of 2006 COMBINED 

JEWISH APPEAL 

CAMPAIGN 

Ted Lyons, President of the Jewish 

Federation of Winnipeg has the 

pleasure of announcing that 

Ian Goldstine will chair the Annual 

Campaign for CJA. "I am very happy 

that a former Jewish Federation of 

Winnipeg president will continue to 

serve the community in this new capacity as CJA Campaign chair. With his 

leadership, the important work of the CJA Campaign will certainly contin

ue to succeed in achieving its goals". 

The Combined Jewish Appeal Campaign ,Team for 2006 has already begun 

preparations for the upcoming Campaign. Joining Ian on the Executive 

Committee are: Gail Asper, Ben Cohen, Elana Dil, Faith Kaplan, Glenna 

Kay, Jonathan Kroft, Ted Lyons,. Hope Morry, Murray Schachter, Sandra 

Secter, Michael Soronow, Larry Vickar, Tova Vickar and Robert Yusim. 

THE 2006 ANNUAL CAMPAIGN WILL BEGIN SEPTEMBER 1,2006 WITH A 

TARGET GOAL OF 55 MILLION. 
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