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World Jewish. news/Spanish column 
F oeus on issues 

Proposal to amend Auschwitz's name 
is praised by some, blasted by others 

By DINAH A. 
SPRITZER 
. PRAGUE (JTA) -

Poland has long want
ed its name not to be 
used in reference to 
concentration canips 
that existed on Polish 
soil during World War 
II. Now Poland has 
made an official 
request to change 
Auschwitz's name - to 
mixed reviews. 

The Polish govern
ment made the request 
two months ago to 
change the name of the 
site from "Auschwitz 

The entrance to Auschwitz's main camp in 
May 1945, with the infamous 'Work sets you 
free' sign. Credit: USHMM, courtesy of [Ilstytut 
Pamiec; Naroduwej. 

Death Camp" to "former Nazi 
German Auschwitz-Birkenau Death 
Camp" to UNESCO, the UN cuI fur-

al organization since the site of the 
death camp is a UN cultural heritage 
site. UNESCO is expected to. 

Poll: Jews less likely to attend services 
NEW YORK (JTA) - Jews are less likely 

than Mormons and Christians to attend services 
regularly, according to a new Gallup poll. Some 
15 per cent of Jews say they attend symigoguc 
every week, as opposed to nearly two-thirds of 
Mormons and evangelical Protestants. Between 
43 and 45 per cent of Catholics, Lutherans, 
Methodists and Presbyterians said they attended 
services weekly. The poll of 11 ,000 adult 
Americans was conducted between 2002 and 
2005. 

Israeli stabbed in Ukraine 
KIEV, Ukraine (JTA) - An Israeli yeshiva 

gradua~e who was helping to lead Passover 
seders was attacked in the Ukrainian city of 
Dnepropetrovsk. Haim Gorbov was attacked 
April 21 not far from the city's main simi, the 
Golden Rose Synagogue. Several young men, 
who witnesses said looked like skinheads, 
allegedly hit Gorbov on his head with a bottle 
and stabbed him with a knife. Gorbov suffered 
head injuries, a knife injl1ry to his chest and a 
broken nose. Doctors are describing his condi
tion as stable. Police are investigating the inci
dent. 
Jewish student fights tolerance policy 
NEW YORK (.JTA) - A U.S. Jewish student 

is the co-plaintiff in a suit against her universi
ty's tolerance policy. Orit Sklar and Ruth 
Malhotra, a Christian, 'are suing the Georgia 
Institute of Technology for unspecified dam
ages, saying that the school's ban on hate speech 
due to sexual orientation infringes on their reli~ 
gious freedom. Both students are members of 
the Georgia Tech College Republicans. 
Malhotra was reprimanded by the school for 
violations of its tolerance policy, including a let- . 

. ter she sent to gay activists in 2004. The letter, 
sent on behalf of the student Republicans, 
referred to the campus gay-rights group Pride 
Alliance as a "sex club" that "can't even manage 
to be tasteful." The letter added that openly' gay 
students subject others on campus to "a constant 
barrage of homosexuality." Students at the 
school can be expelled for intolerant speech. She 
said the incident left her afraid to speak freely, 
and the lawsuit claims that policies intended to 
protect gays from discrimination in fact discrim- . 
inate against the religious right. 

: . . . 

respond to the request 
by mid-2006. 

The debate goes to 
the heart of the ques
tion of how Polish 

. behavior during the 
Holocaust is remem
bered. The name 
change is intended .to. 
stop the description of 
the camp by the inter
national media, includ
ing The New York 
Times and the German 
magazine Der Spiegel, 
as a "Polish. death 
camp," which greatly 
offends many Poles 
because the can1p was 

. run by Gemmny. 
"In the years after 

the war, the former 
Auschwitz-Birkenau 

. concentration camp 
was definitively asso
ciated with the crimi
nal activities of the 
national socialist Nazi 
regime in Germany. 
However, for the con
temporary, younger 
generations, especially 
abroad, that associa
tion is not universal," 
Culture Ministry 
spokesman Jan 
Kasprzyk recently told 
journalists. "The pro
posed change in the 
name leaves no doubt 
as to what the 
Auschwitz-Birkellau 
camp was," he said. 

M,my Jewish groups 
and individuals, both 
in Poland and around 
the. world, are backing 
the call. The Union of 
Religious Jewish 
Communities in 
Poland, representing 
the country's estimat
ed 7,000-10,000 Jews, 
released a statement 
in support of the gov
ernment's request. 

Focus on issues 
Anti-Semitic 

. Polish radio 
station lands 
itself in fresh, 

political 
trouble 

By DINAH A. 
SPRITZER· 

PRAGUE (JTA) -
A Polish radio station 
previously censured 
for its anti-Semitic 
content has landed in 
fresh controversy. 
Nine years ago, after 
repeatedly airing anti
Semitic broadcasts, 
Catholic-run Radio 
Maryja was told by 
the head of the Polish 

. Church to clean up its 
act. 

Even Polish-born 
Pope' John Paul H 
expressed his displea
sure with the station, 
run by the 
Redemptorist order .. 

Then II1 March 
2006, a commentato~ 
on the same radio sta
tion, Stanislaw 
Michalkiewicz, 
accused Jews of "try- . 
ing to force our gov
ernment to pay extor
tion money disguised 
as 'compensation 
payments'" for prop
erty lost during· and 
after World War H, 
and referred to the 
restitution efforts of 
Jewish groups as 
"Holocaust business." 

Little has changed 
since 1997. Or has it? 
Back then, Father 
Tadeusz Rydzyk, the 
radio's founder and 
director, was unre
pentant, and he con
tinued to broadcast 
anti-Semitic content. 

But in early April, 
Rydzyk, under pres
sure from Polish 
Church officials, 
made a public apolo
gy for 
Michalkiewicz's 
remarks. 

"You cannot imag
ine the meaning this 
has, this' man apolo
gizing for an offense 
to Jews," said 
Agnieszka. Magdziak
Miszewska, advisor 
on Jewish affairs to 
Prime Minister 
Kazimierz 
Marcinkiewicz. "This 
show's . things are 
changing." . 

Resultados alentadores. 
Cuanto mas ortodoxa las j6venes judfas son, 

sufrinin menos de una pobre imagen propia y 
de~ordenes de alimentaci6n como anorexia y 
bulimia, segun un nuevo- estudio de la 
·Universidad de Haifa. 

Cuanto mas ortodoxa es la joven, menos es su 
deseo de verseflaca, mas alta essu autoestima, 
mas satisfecha esta con su cuerpo y menos 
preocupada con los alimentos y elp~so. La 
profesora Yael Letzer de la Escuela de Trabajo 
Social de la Universidad, que trabaja junto a 
Shira. Gefen y la Profesora Ora Gilber basa sus 
estudios en entrevistas con 320 jovenes judfas 
observantes desde el noveno al doceavo grado 
de colegios estatales religiosos. . 

La explicaci6n principal de los investigadores 
para estos resultados es que la cultura occidental 
glorifica la delgadez como un valor importante 
que representa la belleza y una expresion de 
autocontrol, independencia y alto status social. 
Pero la sociedad religiosa judia lleva a las 
j6venes desde temprana edad a tener exito en su 

. trabajo de esposas y mames, y coloca mucho 
enfasis en su des~mpeno dentro de la casa y 
menos enfasis en su apariencia y en 10 que hacen 
fuera de la casa. 'Los roles sexuales estan mas 

. defillidos, y esto constituye un tipo de 
. proteccion para la joven adolescente y evita que 
este insatisfecha con su cuerpo y desarrolle 
desordenes de 'alimentacion, dijo Letzer. 

Ella agrego que a las:jovenes observantes se 
les ensena a illternalizar los valores tradicionales 
como la modestia y la simpleza en vez de la 
belleza y la apariencia. 

'La tradicion judfa elogia las caracterfsticas 
internas y los principios tradicionales y no la 
belleza', dijo Lefzer. 'Las chic as ortodoxas se 
centralizan en una vida estricta y la observancia 
de los preceptos' . 

Tasa de empleo. 
EI desempleo cay6 a 8.8% de la fuerza laboral 

en el cuarto cuatrimestre del 2005, 
representando este el nivel mas bajo en cinco 
anos. 

Las cifras fueron presentadas por la Oficina 
Central de Estadfsticas ayer y la cifra del tercer 
cuatrimestre era de 8.9%. 

'Nuestro objetivo es mucho menor', dijo Robi 
N atanson del Israel Institute for Economic 
Social Research, 'es tener un desempleo de entre 
3 y 4%'. 

La nueva cifra es la mas baja de desempleo 
desde el segundo cuatrimestre del 2001, cuando 
el 8.7% de la fuerza laboral estaba sin trabajo. 
. Un os 250.000 trabajadores estaban sin empelo 

en el cuarto cuatrimestre, una baja de 268.600 en 
el tercero. 

La tasa de desempleo durante el 2005 cay6 a 
un 9% luego de un 10.4% en el 2004. 

Nos reencontramos proximamente 
alexci5@hotmail.com 
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Israeli news 
Yom Ha'Atzmaut feature 

Chadian refugee recalls how Israel 
shared its hard-won freedom, haven 

By BRETT KLINE 
YEMIN ORDE, 

Israel (JTA) - In the 
days leading up to 
Yom Ha'atzmaut, a 
young African 
Muslim refugee 
recalled how the 
Jewish state shared its 
hard-won freedom 
and haven with him. 

Chen Geffen, then 
called Salah, was a 
child shepherd, taking 
camels out to the dry 
fields near Tibesti, 
Chad. Soldiers began 
coming to the village 
and enlisting local 
children in the army 

Chen Geffen, a Muslim refugee from Chad, 
sits on the grounds of the Yemin Orde Youth 
Village school in Israel where he is now a stu
dent. Credit: Brett Kli/le/JTA.· 

to fight against rebel forces. The 
soldiers blindfolded the children . , 
and anyone who tried to escape was 
shot. Geffen's older brother and 
father were taken to an army camp . 
He never saw them again. 
However, his mother managed to 
bribe an officer with a cow, and 
Geffen found himself in a truck 
heading for the Sudanese border . 

Geffen stayed for three months at 
his grandfather's house in Darfur, 
Sudan, never going outside because 
he saw soldiers rounding up chil
dren. "I heard about massacres, and 
then my grandfather told me to 
leave," he said. "In fact, I had 
walked into another civil war." 

His mother had taught him that 
the greatest Muslim prophet was 
Musa, known to Jews as Moses, so 
he prayed to Musa as he walked 
and hitchhiked to Khartoum, the 
capital of Sudan. From there he 
took a bus to Shelatin, on the bor
der with Egypt. He saw people 
loading camels onto trucks heading 
for Cairo, and instinct told him to 
get a job with them. 

In Cairo he met other Chadians, 
who told him to go to the Sinai 
region, where there was work in 
tourism. After police hassled him 
for not having ID papers, Geffen 
and a companion made it to the 
Sharm el-Sheik resort area. 

There he met a freckled, redhead
ed man. His friend said that the 
"man was a child of Moses and 
lived in a couritry called Israel," 
recalled Geffen, who until then had 
not heard of Israel. "He said that 
Israelis ate people and were dan
gerous. I was afraid of his red hair. 
But then I talked to him." 

The Israeli, who spoke Arabic, 
told Geffen he could have a better 
life in Israel. He gave Geffen 
money and told him to go to Israel. 
"I prayed to Musa, and that's when 
I made the connection between 
what my mother always told me 
about the prophet, and Moses of 
Israel," Geffen said. 

He began walking north. He 
made it to the border at Taba and 
found a hill where people crossed 

" 

over. He tried to pass at night, bUI 
was caught by Israeli soldiers and 
taken to a jail cell in Ramie, in the 
center of the country. His jailers 
were immediately won over by his 
perpetual, optimistic smile, but did
n't know what to do with the teen. 
They talked about returning him to 
Egypt. "I told them I would kill 
myself," Geffen said. 

Israeli officials talked to officials 
from the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees. After 
several days and much paperwork, 
the youth became a member of the 
Geffen family on Kibbutz Tze 'j;:lim 
in the Negev. "I have four chil
dren," Ya'acov Geffen said, "and 
they all took Chen in as a brother. 
You see, my father came to 
Mandate Palestine in 1932. Half of 
his family was killed by the 
Germans in WWII. They couldn't 
get out of Poland, and had nowhere 
to go anyway. Now we have given 
this kid a place to go." 

Geffen stayed several months on 
Tze'elim but could not resist the 
lure of the big city. He went to Tel 
Aviv with a friend from prison and 
spent a year there working in a 
restaurant. 

Everyone thought he was 
Ethiopian. "People treated me very 
well," he said, "even when I told 
them I was not Ethiopian and that I 
was Muslim. I decided then that I 
wanted to become Jewish. I want to 
be a part of the people who saved 
my life." 

One contact led to another. 
Geffen went to live in the Yemin 
Orde Youth Village, where educa
tor Chairn· Peri has put together a 
school for· immigrant youngsters, 
mostly Russians and Ethiopians . 
Geffen studies English, history and 
math at Yemin Orde' and takes 
classes in religion to prepare for his 
conversion. 

Then came a surprise. After three 
years in Israel, Geffen was given a 
medical test to determine his age, 
which he never knew for sure. He 
had told the Israelis that he left 
Chad at age 16, but tests revealed 
that, in fact, he had left home and 
crossed three borders at age 13 . 
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FAMILIES INVITED TO EXPERIENCE 
CAMP MASSAD MAGIC! 

The Camp Massad 
Mishpachon or Family 
Weekend, June 23-25, 

offers community members the 
unique opportunity to experience 
the magic of Camp Massad with 
their entire families. Located at 
Winnipeg Beach, Camp Massad 
has been offering unique, cre
ative, interactive programming 
for children ages 7 to 16 in a 
wann, safe. nurturing, Hebrew 
spealdng and thoroughly Jewish 
environment since 1953. 

The Mishpachon begins on 
Friday evening at 6 p.m. with the 
welcoming of the Sabbath and a 
traditional, kosher festive meal, 
followed by a dramatic presenta
tion, and Hebrew singing and 
folk dancing. Saturday is filled 
with a range of fan1ily, group and 
children's activ ities, including 
sports, swimming, drama games, 
nature hikes and arts and crafts; 
all of them supervised by 
Massad's spirited, talented and 
capable counsellors. 

Then on Saturday evening 
young and old alike are invited to 
participate in one of Massad's 
famous, fun and creative pro
grams, followed by a bonfire and 

sing-along. Sunday begins with a 
bnmch, followed by another one 
of Massad's unparalleled all-age 
programs. On both Friday ~md 
Saturday Massad counsellors 
offer late night supervision of 
children so that their parents c,m 
enjoy a couple hours of relax
~tion, game playing and socializ
mg. 

This Mishpachon is an ideal 
way for younger children - those 
already registered for the sum
mer season and those planning to 
attend in the future - to become 
familiar with Massad's camp site 
and staff. It is also the ideal way 
for campers to show their parents 
exactly what it is they do at 
Massad all summer and why it is 
such a special place. Finally, 
Mishpachon offers Massad alum
ni an opportunity to return to 
camp and share a place they love 
with those they love. 

Families may register for the 
Mishpachon by phoning the 
Massad office at the number in 
the ad below or may download 
registration fonns at www.camp 
massad.ca. Registrations must be 
received in the camp office by 
Friday, May 19th. 
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CAMP MASSAD MISHPACHON 
FAMIL V WEEKEND 

EXPERIENCE THE MAGIC OF MASS<1D WITH YOUR ENTIRE FAMILYI 
Winnipeg Beach, Manitoba 

FRIDAY, JUNE 23 - SUNDAY, JUNE 25 

Kosher food 
Shabbat dinner 
Singing and dancing 
saturday morning services 
family and group activities 
Special children's activities 
late night supervision of children 
Arts and crafts, sports and swimming 
Creative, Interactive evening programs 

Adulls - $133.75, Children (13 and unde~ - $64.20 
PrIces Include GST 

The weekend begIns at 6 p.m. Friday and ends mld-attemoon on Sunday. 

PHONE 477-7487 TO REGISTER. 
REGISTRATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED 

IN THE CAMP OFFICE BY MAY 19, 2006. 

Camp Massad, C401-123 Doncaster Street, Winnipeg, MB R3N 2B2 
Website: www.campmassad.ca 

limited spaces 8f8 avallsblo for tho regular campIng sessIons this summor. 
Phone 477-7487 and register your children today. 

.' 

\. 

'. 


