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'Editoriall comment 

Time for Ottawa,to recognfze 'Jerusalem, Israel' 
ost Canadians have passports that list 
their actual city and country of birth. 
Not Eliyahu Veffer. His Camldiahpassc 

port states that he was born iii Jerusalem, period, 
not Jerusalem, Israel. " , 

Veffer, a Toronto teenager, tried and failed to' 
get the Federal Court of Canada toiule that he 
had a right to have "Jerusalem, Israel" listed as 
his place of birth on his passport. ' 

The Federal Court May 1 dismissed an appli
cation by B 'nai Brith Canada's honorary legal 
counsel, Winnipegger David Matas, for "judicial 
review" of Canada's passport policy on 
Jerusalem, on Veffer's behalf. 

Among other things, Matas argued that the 
Canadian government's policy of refusing to list 
"Jerusalem, Israel" as a birthplace on Canadian 
passports unfairly singles out Israel, when there 
are other places in the world considered disput
ed territory. 

"What about a person born in Kashmir or 
Tibet?" the Cal1(1dian Jewish News quoted him 

as asking. 
The court ruled that Canada's passport policy 

of remaining neutral on Jerusalem, claimed by 
both Israel and Palestinian Arabs as their capital, 
does not discriminate against Veffer because he 
is free to hold his religious belief that Jerusalem 
is Israel's capital, and to travel abroad. 

Veffer may not have been the wisest choice for 
B 'nai Brith Canada, which supported his attempt 
to challenge the status quo. A middle-class 
Canadian teenager, even one !;lorn in Israel, plead
ing hardship in this situation lacked credibility. 

On the other hand, Jerusalem has been Israel's 
capital for most of the Jewish state's 58 years. 

At this time, when the Hamas-ruled 
Palestinian Authority government not only does
n't recognize the right of Israel to have a capital 
in Jerusalem, but the right of Israel, itself, to 
exist, what better message of disapproval could 
Ottawa send I-lamas? 

It's time for the Harper government to recog
nize "Jerusalem, Israel". 
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u.s., Israeli generals criticizing poli~icians' freedom of speech nothing new 
But officers who do so should be prepared to resign, be demoted 

If If ow d.o the Israel Defence F()~ces an,d 
~}1=f,~ Israeh government comp~r~ WIth their 

",,\i. 1ifil,. U.S. counterparts, when milItary officers 
there openly criticize government policy? 

During Israel's War of 
BEHNDlliEHEADI...S\IES Independence one of 

the IDF's first generals, 
Eliyahu Ben-Hur, opted 
to resign his commis-

By sion as head of the first 
Training and Instruction 
Command, demoted 
himself to a private and 

'1aWv1~~ became a half-truck dri-
ver for the remaindcr of 

the war. The reason for this unusual move was 
due to a crucial disagreement with prime minister 
and Minister of Defence David Ben-Gurion. 
Ben-Hur argued with Ben-Gurion over certain 
war strategies and Ben-Gurion's style of govel1l-
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ing the military. He is 
.,', " remembered as one of 

the best examples of a 
high ranking, officer 
who, when disagreeing 
with his superiors, did 
not wait for his retire
ment to let his views be, 
known; rather, he 
resigned on principle 
and remained in the bat
tlefield as a ordinary 
soldier. The group of 
six recently retired U.S. 
generals who, when far 

DONALD RUMS
FELD: Criticism of 
him recently by six 
retired U.S. generals 
was hypocritical. 

from the battlefield, 
chose to openly criticize the civilian authority, 
are a pathetic comparison to Ben-Hur and other 
past generals in the IDF and the U.S. military. 
Over the yems, more Israeli officers resigned 
rather than fulfill orders which they did not agree 
to. Among them was fonner general and leading 
politician Yigal Alon, who did not approve of a 
1949 Ben-Gurion decision to dismantle the 
Palmakh Special Forces. Others became famous 
as they stood up and dared criticize national icons 
such as the late Moshe Dayan. At the beginning 
of the 1982 War in Lebanon, Colonel Eli Geva, 
commander of an elite armor brigade openly crit
icized Ariel Sharon, then minister of defence; 
Geva resigned, and asked to remain as a fighting 
private with his troops. 

The recent vocal protests of six retircd U.S. 
generals against Secretary of Defence Donald 
Rumsfeld should not be considered as rare or 
unique events in U.S. military history. 

From the War of Indepcndence through the 
Civil War, the two world wars and the current 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, a number of gener
als did not see eye to eye with administration 
policies. 

However, the current criticism of Donald 
Rumsfeld and his navigation of the war in Iraq 
smacks of hypocrisy. The group of six vocal offi
cers failed to, raise their voice against their com
'!lander in chief, namely the president, and pre
ferred not to ruffle feathers in the military chain 
of command. 

If there were a medal for "after service cow
ardice", these officers would deserve to be 
awarded one. When cont1icting ideas about poli
cies or a particulm strategy arose between the 
otficers and thei~ governing civil establishment, 
the honorable thmg would have been to voice 
their objections to serving an incompetent secre-

tary during their service. 
Instead, they opted to remain il1 their positions 

while many of their men were being killed or 
wounded and scarred, perfolll1ing what they now 
suggest were illogical and unprofessional orders. 

Being division level commanders prevented 
them from having any influence over the overall 
strategy handed down by the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
as agreed upon with the secretary and the com
mander in chief. 

Confederate General Robert E. Lee, on the eve 
of the decisive battle of Gettysburg, told his most 
competent commander, General Longstreet who 
questioned the wisdom of the attack, th&t if you 
love the army, sometimes you have to saCi"ifice 
the freedom of speech you love most. Critics 
questioned General Longstreet's objection to the 
battle plan; some even suggested he should have 
resigned, not just voice his concerns to his supe
rior officer. 

Brave generals such as Army Air Corp 
Commander Billy Mitchell risked their careers 
by challenging the U.S. militaryestablishmcnt. 
Mitchell criticized his superiors for not under
standing the full scope and advantages of air 
power, causing them to plan and execute the 
wrong strategies in the Pacific. Demoted and 
humiliated, Mitchell became a national hero for 
his brave stand and vision, which ultimately 
resulted in the U.S. military force becoming the 
most dominant during World War II. Obviously, 
the generals criticizing the current strategies of 
the War in Iraq me not made of Billy Mitchell 
material. By keeping silent while still in unifol111. 
they too, are morally responsible for the numbers 
of U.S. casualties. In any case they could not do 
much to change tactics on the ground since strat
egy decisions were not theirs to make. They 
could, however, have voiced their criticisms 
through the appropriate channels and been brave 
enough to bem the consequences if need be. 

lt is much more effective, honest and certainly 
more courageous, to resign a commission rather 
than obey what are perceived as wrongful orders 
and continue to pmticipate .as active players in a 
vast strategic game. 

To give up a successful military career because 
of a conflict between an officer and his superiors 
is a gallant and courageous move. The U.S. gen
erals who expressed their objections from the 
safety and comforts of their retirement do not 
belong in the same category as generals like Billy 
Mitchell and Eliyahu Ben-Hur. 

The write/; a Winnipegge/; is a former colonel 
in the Israel Defence Forces. 

Comment 

What to do about intermarriage 
Start community-wide program to increase knowledge, 

observance of religious Judaism 

By RABBI this basic knowledge, the synagogue 
HEN R Y becomes an alien institution and we 
BALSER lose our ability to speak to our 

l am gratified 
by , the 

. response to 
my March 29 
essay in The, 
Jewish Post & 
News calling on 
the Jewish com
munity of 
Winnipeg to take 
seriously ,the 
mortal threat to 
our community 
posed by assimi

R A B B I 
HEN R Y 
BALSER: 
Tonih and 
mitzvot ' are 
the reasons to 
be Jewish. 

lation and inter-marriage. Your rab
bis have been trying for yems to 
start a conversation on this issue, 
and now it seems that we are ready 
to discuss it. 
If every Jew who said that he or 

she is concerned about the future of 
the community would start observ
ing Shabbat, keeping kosher and 
studying Torah, the problem would 
disappear. 

I do not mean that intennarriage 
would cease. We live in an open and 
free society. Jews and non-Jews will 
fall in love. But it would mean that 
we would be in the process of redis
covering Jewish life and what is at 
the core of Jewish survival. ' 

Torah and rnitzvot are the reasons 
to be Jewish, and the only reasons 
that have or will stand the test of 
time. And then young people will 
understand what they are losing by 
abandoning Judaism. 

But as simplc as the above answer 
is, it ain't gonna happen. Most Jews 
are too comfortable with the choices 
they and their parents and their 
grandpments and their grandparents 
have made. They will either' not 
believe that the situation is as 9ire as 
it is, or they will shrug theirshoul
del'S and say, "What can I do about 
it?" 

I think it is possible for the leader
ship of our community to take steps 
that will eventually lead to the 
rebirth of our community. 
, 1Wenty-eight years as a pulpit 
rabbi have taught me that the great
est obstacles to embracing a more 
Jewish life-style are a lack of what I 

,call Jewish literacy and a lack of 
experience in the joys of Jewish liv
ing. Jewish literacy includes 
Hebrew literacy, but is much more a 
matter of not knowing the basic 
building blocks of Jewish life. So I 
am suggesting that the various orga
nizations in our community com
bine to build the basic Jewish 
knowledge level and experience 
level of the Jews in Winnipeg. The 
following are some ways in which 
this can be accomplished. 

1. Tefillah literacy. Few Jews 
today are comfortable with the tradi
tional liturgy. Put plainly, we no 
longer know how to daven. Without 

Creator using the tools given to us 
by our tradition. I propose a partner
ship between the synagogues, the· 
Gray Academy of Jewish Education, 
the summer camps, the Rady 
Centre, and the Jewish Federation of 
Winnipeg to spread teflliah literacy 
to our children and our adults. We 
would make it a community-wide 
goal to teach the weekday afternoon 
(Millcha) service to all of us. 
Mincha does not take a wt of time. 
It can be made a part of the school 
day. It can be a part of the day at 
both BB Camp and Camp Massad .. 
The, synagogues and the Rady 
Centre can have classes for adults. 
The rabbis and cantors me important 
resources for teaching the appropri
ate Ilusach (melody) and the mean
ing of the tefillah. Federation could 
declare 5667 to be Winnipeg 
Mincha Year. All members of the 
board and staff would be encour
aged to leam how to lead the ser
vice. 

2. Sukkah-building campaign. 
The community could make a goal 
of a sukkah in every backyard. We 
can see to the manufacture of inex
pensive sukkah kits. Classes in the 
Gray Academy, as well as Brock
Corydon and Margaret Park 
Schools, 'Would have a day in the 
middle of Sukkot when students in, 
each class would visit each other's' , 
Sukkahs. The synagogues and the 
Rady Centre could organize pro
gressive dinners where people go 
from Sukkah to Sukkah for different 
courses of a meal. 

3. Adult education. The Rady 
Centre has already made an excel
lent start in bring the Melton pro
gram to Winnipeg. This is a two
yem program that has the adult par
ticipants learning the basics of 
Judaism in an interesting and engag
ing way. If we made this into a com
munity priority, we might see the 
boards of every Jewish organization 
from Federation to the Jewish Child 
and Family Service to the syna
gogues to the Rady Centre taking 
the Melton program. 

All this is doable with some lead
ership, as well as a little money. We 
would probably need a community 
education coordinator to help teach 
and coordinate programs. We might 
even need two. The rabbis and can
tors would certainly do our part. 
Mostly what is needed is the will to 
survive. If Federation and the 
Jewish Foundation and the syna
gogues and our other community 
organizations care not just about our 
own institutional interests but about 
the future of the community, this can 
be done. As Herzl said, "If you will 
it, it will not be just a dream." 

The writer is spiritual leader of 
Congregation Etz Chayim. 
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Iran and nuclear weapons 
War, would be catastrophe 

By MARTIN In ,the 1950s it was America's 
ZEILIG own clients, Britain and France, 

During his who were regarded as the offend-
2006 State ers and put under pressure, Van 

. of the UnionCreveld said. 
address in January, "Between 1960 and 1993, first 
U.S. ' President China, then Israel (albeit to a lim-
George W. Bush itedextent) and finally India and' 
declared that "the Pakistan were presented as the 
Iranian government MAR TIN black sheep, lectured, put under 
is defying the world Z ElL I G: pressure and occasionally subject
with its 'nuclear Under no cir- ed to sanctions, and lately, North 
ambitions, and that cum s tan c e s Korea. , 
nations of the world should war on Van Creveld, who is the only 
must not pennit the Iran be an non-American on the U.S. Army's 
Iranian regime to option. required reading list for officers, 
gain nuclear wamed that in response to the 
weapons. America will continue ,to bombing of its nuclear installations, 
rally the world to confront these Iran has three pos~ibilities: Tehran 
threats." can step up aid to the Iraqi insur-

As this is being written, the UN gents, strike out at the Gulf States 
Sec~rity Council is expected to and Israel, or send terrorists to com-
begin debating "new steps aimed at mit acts of sabotage around the 
persuading Iran to comply with world. 
international demands" to halt u'ra- The Central Intelligence Agency, 
nium enrichment activities, accord- Defence Intelligence Agency, 
ing to an article ("Putin, Bush National Security Agency and the 
Discuss Iran Nuclear Dispute", May rest of the American intelligence 
1 in The New York Times.) community may know where Iran's 

But what are the facts regarding nuclem installations are located, Van 
the nuclear intentions of the Iranian Creveld, the author of 
regime? Transfonnation of War (Free Press, 

To date, the most comprehensive 1991), claimed. 
public estimate is' by the "Or they may not. They may 
Intemational Institute for Strategic know how those installations are 
Studies (IISS), an arms analysis inter-connected, .which ones are the 
group in London, noted an 'article in most important, and how they can 
The New York Times ("As Crisis 'be hit and destroyed. Or they may 
Brews, Iran Hits Bump in Atomic not.'7 
Path" by William J. Broad and Whatever Georgew. Bush, 
David E. Sanger, Mmch 5, 2006). Donald Rumsfeld and Condoleezza 

"If Iran threw caution to the Rice decide to do, they must make 
wind," John Chipman, the institute's up their minds soon, he emphasized. 
director, said, it might be able to ' "Failing to do so, they run the 
make fuel for a single nuclear risk that, by· attacking a program 
weapon by 2010. that is already well underway, they 

Other estimates of just when Iran will enable radiation to escape and 
might acquire a nuclear weapon cause heavy ,casualties not just in 
range from alarmist views of only a Iran but in some of the neighboring 
few months to roughly 15 years, countries as well. What such a sce-
said the Times. "American intelli- nario will do to America's standing 
gence agencies say it will take 5 to in the region may well be imag-
10 years for Iran to manufacture the ined." 

,fuel for its fIrst atomic bomb. Most While a nuclear Iran would be 
forecasters acknowledge that secret worse than a non-nuclear one, a war 
Iranian advances or black mmket would be a catastrophe for the entire 
purchases could produce a techno- region and possibly the world, 
logical surprise." warns international affairs specialist 

Nonetheless, the U.S. administra- Matthew Yglesias ("Don't Do It -
tion seems to be following in a per- The case against war with Iran", 
ilous and predictable pattern in April issue of American Prospect. 
dealing with Iran. magazine online edition). 

In an article in the newspaper But the U.S. has to take at least 
Forward ("Knowing Why Not To some of the blame for the current 
Bomb Iran Is Half the Battle" April impasse with Iran. 
21, 2006 ) Israeli military historian, "Maybe if we stopped trying to 
Martin Van Creveld, a professor at impoverish their country and over-
Hebrew University in Jerusalem, throw their government while 
wrote that starting right after threatening to bomb them, they'd 
Hiroshima, each time a country was agree to rigorous inspections," 
about to go nuclear,' Washington writes Yglesias. 
went out of its 'Way to sound the "If so, we should take the deal. If 
alarm, warning of the dire conse- not, then we'll live it. But under no 
quences that would surely follow. circumstances should war be an 

"Fmm 1945 to 1949 it was the option." 
Soviet Union which, once it had Good advice. Let's hope those 
succeeded in building nuclear wise words are heeded. 
weapons, was supposed to make an The writer is a Jewish Winnipeg 
attempt at world conquest," he said. freelance!: 


