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Sports news 

Paul Rosen ·has 'walked" the walk', despite loss of .leg 
Longtime ice hockey player switched to 'sledge hockey' after amputation 

T he. phone rang 
at my residence 
in mid-April 

and the gentleman, 
gll:shing with pride at 

. the other end of the 
line, introduced 
himself as Michael 
Wolfson. The West 
Kildonan resident 
asked whether I'd 
ever heard of a 
relative of his, now 
living in· Ontario, 
named Paul Rosen. 

THE SPORTING TOUCH 
action and in inset 
photo, bottom right. 

I pondered the 
By question for a moment, 

and concluded that the 
only Rosen I knew of 
down east is the mayor 

HARVEY ROSEN of Kingston, Ontario, 
Harvey Rosen. In fact, I 

e-mailed him last year when I learned of my 
namesake; he was considerate enough to respond 
and invite me to drop by City Hall for a chat if I· 
ever visit his fair city. 

Well, if Mayor Rosen has attained his well-· 
earned and laudatory status through dedication, . 
hard work, and possibly fate, so too has Paul 
Rosen. 

The Winnipeg connection to this story is that 
the caller's first cousin, Aaron Wolfson, now 
living in Toronto, was a long-time and well
known pharmacist in our city. The latter's 
daughter Cheryl, born in Winnipeg, is Paul's 
wife. 

It was evident early on in our discussion why 
Michael, who played high school football on two 
winning teams at St. John's Tech Tigers back in 
the early '40s, wanted to share his story with me 
about Paul. 

This particular Rosen, like so many kids 
growing up in Canada, wanted to become a 
professional hockey player. And it wasn't from 
lack of talent that his dream never became a 
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reality. 
. The bashert 
(fate) factor I've 
already mentioned 
came into play 
when Rosen, a 
promising 15-
year-old Midget 
AAA hockey 
player, going all 
out in a 1975 
tournament, 
caught his skate in 
a rut in the ice, fell 
and snapped his 
leg in 14 places. 

For close to a 
q uarter-cen tury, 
Paul had to endure 
countless 

surgeries to try to repair his shattered leg. About 
eight .years ago, his leg gave way again and in 
the following 18 months, he had to undergo 14 
more unsuccessful procedures. 

As time passed, matters grew worse, and 
finally in 1999 oo~tors discovered a massive 
infection in his knee; their diagnosis was that the 
once-aspiring hockey player would have to have 
his right leg amputated. It was a life-or-death 
decision. That summer, at age 39, Rosen lost his 
leg above the knee. 
; Paul now lives in Thornhill with wif~ Cheryl 
. and they have three children, Stephanie, S~mmy 
and Nikki. Rosen could have gone either way 
following his life-altering decision. For him self
pity wasn't a sensible option. 

Within one year of his amputation, Rosen 
became so proficient at the game. of ice sledge 
hockey that he tried out for, and earned a 
position with, the Canadian National Sledge 
Hockey Team. 

It's a fast-paced, highly physical game played 
by male athletes with a physical disability in the 
lower part of the body. 

He became the oldest rookie in the history of 
the game - playing for Team Canada at the 2002 
Salt Lake City Paralympics. He is currently 
ranked the number one Sledge Hockey 
goaltender in the world. 

His grit and determination also saw Paul act as 
general manager of the Israeli National Team 
that captured gold in April 2000. Other 
tournaments saw Paul travel to Helsinki, Prague, 
Denver, and most recently, to the Winter 
Olympics in Torino. 

Oh, there have been occasional setbacks along 
the way; Canadian Press reported nearly four 
ye.ars ago that outside a Toronto hockey arena, 
thIeves smashed Paul's truck window and made 

off with his equipment bag that contained his 
prosthetic leg. 

I've learned recently that his doctor advised 
him that after the Torino games, he might ward 
off future serious back problems if he retires. 

Instead, the now-45-year-old Rosen's goal is 
Vancouver in 2010 for the next Winter 
Olympics. 

On the plus side Paul, as the inspirational 
leader and a spokesperson for the Canadian 
National Sledge· Hockey team, has become a 
popular and much-sought-after television and 
radio guest. Now a motivational speaker, he has 
told his story to groups of every ilk across the 
country. 

Who better to inspire others than a man who 
could not only talk the talk, but as difficult as it 
was, walk the walk. 
.POST PATTER: 

Over the many years that I have covered 
sports, I have had glorious opportunities to meet 
celebrities from all walks off life. None gave me 
as big a lift as when I waited outside of the 
Moose dressing room at the MTS Centre on the 
last Friday in April. 

Actor Ben Kingsley, acting in a movie now 
being produced in Winnipeg, attended the AHL 
Syracuse-Manitoba game and apparently asked 
to meet the players following the game. 

Out of character for me, when I espied 
Kingsley .in the ,basement hallway, I walked 
directly towards him and extended my hand . 
"Mr. Kingsley," I said with the utmost reverence, 
"You are one of my all-time favorite actors. And 
you know, the role you played which I most 
enjoyed and remember best is as Simon 
Wiesenthal . in the made-for-TV movie, 
'Murderers Among Us'." 

This was a film based upon the Jewish Nazi 
hunter who made tracking dowil the perpetrators 
of the Holocaust his life's work. 

Appearing somewhat pleased that I engaged 
him in conversation, Kingsley asked for my 
name. Then, in an obviously melancholy mood, 
he said to me "You know, Simon and I share the 
same birthday. We became close friends. I miss 
him terribly even today, very much." 

Never a stargazer, I was most pleased with 
myself because on this rare occasion, I'd 
spontaneously decided to approach· this 
wonderful icon. 

The writel~ a f ewish Winnipegger, is a former 
school teachel~ and covers football and hockey 
for Canadian Press and Broadcast News. 

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news 
about fewish sports to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia 
Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V lW7, e-mail: 
harv360@mts,net 
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Canadian Jewish news 

!~!,~!!~ke unlikely, former Bush spokesperson says 
MONTREAL _ Former U,S. presidential noted that the ,working on a Jewish holiday. Fleischer wanted 

to explai!l on television why he was appearing 
on a holiday, but his staff advised him acrainst 
bringing up his religion. "Then when I was ~sked 
a question about a meeting that morning, I had 
my chance. I said I was not there because I was 
in sYI}agogue. ~nd put on my kippah." 

A . Margolicks were 
press secretary n Fleischer does not think his 
f b · . never members of the 
ormer oss IS serious about bombing Iran. 
~lth?ugh ?eorge Bush has said a~ military synagogue, a small 

stnke IS not off the table," that is "a standard congregation of some 
300 members founded 

stat.ement" t~at can be expected of the president, in memory of the 
~~~t~~er saId at a Montreal synagogue late last victims of the 

He also said he does not believe Americans Holocaust. Evelyn 
have any "appetite" for a confrontation with Iran Margolick died at age 
while the country is still in Iraq. He feels there is 94 four months ago, 
hope that Iran can change from within because it and. Samuel died 
1. ARI FLEISCHER, about 15 years ago. 
las an exceptIOnally young population, many of former Bush press In his formal 
whom are "very western-oriented." secretarv.. He k Fl' Fl' h .r remar s, elscher, 

elSC er, who was Bush's press secretary doesn't' think his 45, who ilOW heads 
from 2001-2003, said the failure to find weapons former boss is his own consulting 
of mass destruction (WMD) in Iraq has been the serious about film, spoke about how 
single biggest reason for Bush's fall in bombing Iraq. much he loved his 
popul.arity among Americans. Before the Iraq ... . White House post, his 
1I1VaSIOl1, the country was about equally divided pnde 111 bemg JeWish, his strong support for 
among those against and those reluctantly for the Israel and its right to defend itself, and the need 
war because of the perceived existence of WMD to continue to push the Arab world to 
he said. ' d 

"When it turned out that the United States 
Israel [and other countries] were all wrong, i~ 
made enough An1ericans say it was not worth it. 
Plus there has been the loss of lives." 

emocratize. He also underscored how finnly 
the Bush administration backs Israel. 

Fleischer, who resigned as press secretary after 
21 years in government and politics, has 
staunchly Democratic parents who haven't 
changed their allegiance. He said his father told 
a local newspaper while he was Bush's press 
secretary, "If a son is going to rebel, it is better 
that he become a Republican than a drug dealer, 

In response to written questions from the 
audience, however, Fleischer added he still 
believes in Bush's policies and that, in 10 to 15 
years, it will be shown that he was right in 

. launching a war against Iraq. but not by much." 
, ' Fleischer delivered the inaugural Evelyn and 
Samuel Margolick Memorial Lecture at 
Congregation Zichron Kedoshim. The annual 
free lectureship is sponsored by former 
Montrealer Lionel Margolick of Detroit, who left 
the city 35 years ago and is today an 
entrepreneur with major real-estate holdings. 

He first. began working for Bush.in 1999 in 
Austin, Tex., when Bush launched his 
presidential campaign. Fleischer was 
communications director. Bush was "a 
wonderful man to work for," he said. 

He has been a friend since childhood of the 
congregation's president, Norton Segal. Segal 

Fleischer said being press secretary during a 
period that included 9/11 and the launch of two 
wars was "grinding, gruelling,· and pressure
filled." Going before the Washington press corps 

A New Life 
(Cont. from page 13.) 

1 aug h 
and add 
that he 

still does. When they arrived in 
Winnipeg, the family received a 
great deal of help from JCFS, "help 
with the papers", among other 
things, for which they are grateful. 
By now, they feel settled and are 
helping other newcomers, like 
another Russian Israeli couple who 
moved into their building. 

Asked further about the time it 
took them to adjust to our city, Irina 
says, "If there were any surprises, 
they were good surprises. The boys 
were really happy at school, where 
everybody was so friendly and the 
staff was so helpful." It was easier 
for Zohar to adjust than for his 
younger brother, as he had English, 

The first day he came home from 
school, he said to his mom, "Mom, 
it's so quiet. Nobody is pushing 
me, and you don't have to protect 
yourself." The boys had no trouble 
adjusting to . life and school here. 
They have made friends and have 
learned how to ice skate_ When 
asked what they like about living 
here, they said, "The snow -
snowballs." Irina knew how to 
skate from her youth in the Ukraine 
but Grigory, who is from Moldova, 
is only learning now. They are 

looking forward to trying cross
country skiing. 

Irina comments about Winnipeg, 
"The first thing I noticed, 
everybody is smiling and 
everybody is not too busy .. , they 
are driving much slower and 
following the rules actually_" They 
were used to "really crazy driving" 
in Israel. "Here, you see a stop sign 
and everybody stops," she says 
with astonishment. They like the 
relaxed pace of life and that "no 
one is pushing you, for example, in 
the bus station." They both like the 
quiet here, although Winnipeg 
seems very large to them. "Thank 
goodness, here you don't have to 
worry about walking, about letting 
your kids go somewhere," says 
Irina. The only thing she doesn't 
like is the income tax. Grigory 
nods his agreement. The benefits of 
living here certainly outweigh the 
drawbacks for this family, 

The writer is a professional 
personal historian, specializing in 
helping people write their life 
stories. /fyou know of allY Jewish 
immigrants to Winnipeg in the past 
decade willing to be interviewed in 
this "A New Life" feature, please 
e-mail Thau at 
chanathau@shaw.ca 

every day he often felt 
like a "human pinata." 

"My job was to 
speak for. the 
president, not assert 
my views. But every, 
moment I was at that 
podium, I was 
cognizant of my faith 
and proud to be a Jew 
representing my 
country, especially 
when I was covered 
live by AI-Jazeera." 

Fleischer still 
sounds awestruck 
when he recalls that 
he was "just 15 feet 
away" when the news 
of the attacks on the 
World Trade Centre 
was whispered into 
Bush'8 ear as he read 
to schoolchildren. "I 
was with president all 
day Sept. 11, going to 
the cabinet and taking 
notes. I was a witness 
to history." 

He recalled that 011 

Rosh Hashanah a 
week later, he got 
permission from his 
rabbi to work in the 
afternoon, breaking 
his habit of never 

Fleischer Said he never felt uncomfortable 
being a !ew in, tl~e White House or among 
conservative ChnstIans. "Certainly, with Bush it 
was never an issue one way or thc other... I 
don't think a Jew has anything to fear or see a 
threat in the expression of Christian faith." 

Despite being a Republican, Fleischer said his 
p~oudest day wa~ the on~ Al Gore chose Joseph 
Lieberman as hiS runnmg mate, and he was 
thrilled when the Massachusetts senator recited a 
Jewish prayer on national television. 

The toughest issue Fleischer ever had to 
answer for was the anthrax scare after 9/11, "We 
didn't know what to say, We still don't know 
who was behind it." 

Despite the Palestinians' election of Hamas 
and the chance another radical group could take 
power through the ballot box, Fleischer believes 
democratic refoIl11 in the Arab world is the only 
chance for lasting stability in the Middle East. 
There are signs of refonn, for example, in 
Lebanon and Syria, he said. 

"We Jews have so much at stake that these 
moderate Arabs are successfuL,. We must 
beli~v~ in it and work .f?r it," he said, asserting 
that It IS the lack of political freedom and not the 
existence of the State of Israel that is causing 
radicalism. 

He said the United States and Canada should 
pressure Europe and Russia to follow their 
example of cutting off aid to the Palestinian 
Authority until Hamas renounces violence and 
recognizes Israel. 

Then it is up to the Palestinians to decide if 
they want to be a "moderate successful state like 
Dubai or the next Mogadishu [Somalia]." 

Reprinted with permission, Canadian Je}vish 
News. 
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