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Torah comment 

'Parshat Behar' details I~ws of 'shemitta' - Jewish sabbatical year . . 

Jewish religious authorities today allow temporary sale of land 

This week's double Torah portion consist
ingof "Behar" and "Bechukotai" formal
ly conclude the book of Vayikra, 

Leviticus. In the first of the parshas, "Behar", we 
are taught the laws of "shemitta" - The sabbati
cal year. That is, every seventh year is a year of 
rest for the land (~f. every seventh day is 
"Shabbat"). Additionally, every fiftieth year was 
known as the "yovel,,- jubilee year, which was 
similar toa regular shemitta year, but in addition 
to the prohibition on working the land, Hebrew 
slaves were set free, all land deals became void 
and were returned to their original owners. 

An additional prohibition in "Parsha Behar" is 
the prohibition on taking interest from a fellow 
Jew. 

Shemitta - a modem-day approach: No doubt, 
one can imagine the financial and economic 
hardships that shemitta may produce. Farmers 
would be out of their source of livelihood and 
fruits and v:egetables would be both scarce and at 
a high premium! 

As such, some authorities have introduced a 
"heter mechira" - a sale which allows the fields 
to be "sold" to non-Jews, and in that way, Jews 
would then be permitted to work the fields and 

tllSTORICAl TOUR OF CENTRAL EUROPE 
. OCTOBER 5 TO·20,2006 

visiting Jewish sites (Prague, . Terezin, 
Auswitz,Budapest, and more ••. } 

escorted by Sonja Paunovlc 
PRAGUE 4 NIGHTS, KRAKOW 4 NIGHTS, 
BUDAPEST 4 NIGHTS, VIENNA 2 NIGHTS 

$3849.00 
INCLUDED: Airfare from Winnipeg, accommodation in superior 

tourist class hotels, breakfast and dinner dally (breakfast only in 
Vienna), 4 lunches, touring in a luxury bus, tour guides throughout, 
hotel taxes, entrance fees, baggage handling, ADRIA TRAVEL flight 

bag and ticket wallet. PERSONAL'AnENTION OF SONJA 
For reserva/Jons and Informa/Jon contact: 

Adria Travel Services 
828 Noire Dame Ave 

Tel. 204 982 1200 
Toll free. 1888 72ADRIA(23742) 

Emall.sonla@adrlalravel.ca www.adrlatravel.ca 

ISRAEL BEHIND THE SCENES 
US FOR ONE OF A KIND TOUR 

FAMILY TOURS· BAR/BAT MITZVAH 
Jun.28-Jul.12 I Jul.30- Aug.30 I Aug.20-5ep 03/06 

Dec. 24/06-Jan. 7107 'Passover 1-15/07 

TOURS ARE AVAILABLE 
from 7 to 13 

.OI .... "'J:L DISCOVERY 

KOLEL Oct. 9 

Oct. 5 -/5106 
YEFET -.offIGlal Canadian 

Call: GILA YEFET -(905 )660· 7000, x.120 
Toll Free j -877 -999·4 7 68 Glla@yyztravel.com 

.\1 YYZ TRAVEL AMERICAN EXPRESS 

The Winnipeg Council of Rabbis 
Presents 

An Evening of pre-Shavuot Learning 

WHAT KIND OF GOD DO YOU 
BELIEVE IN? 

Sunday, May 28th 

7:00 p.m. 

Presentations by Rabbi Balser, Rabbi Green, Rabhi Pinsker, 
Rabbi Rose, Rabbi·Welzman and Shaul Wachsstock. 

Congregation Etz Chayim 123 Ma~heson 
For more Information call 589-6305 

Interest: . 
"You shall pot take any interest from him." 

Why is it prohibited to lend money to a fellow 
Jew and charge interest? Rabbi Zalman 
Sorotzkin explains thaLthe most important thing 
we have in life is time. Time is what puts every
thing into perspective. In truth, we should be sad 
at every passing moment, for each one brings us 
closer to "the day of reckoniilg;" But someone 
who 'lends money and charges interest has the 
exact opposite feeling. Every. second that passes 
brings him great joy, because he is making more 
interest on his money. 

*** 
The second parsha, "Bechukotai", heavily 

emphasizes the results of observance or rejection 
of the Torah and its mitzvot. We are told that 
proper observance of themitzvot will lead to 
peace and prosperity and all. forms of material 
success. A gloomy picture. is painted if we 
choose not to observe the Torah. 

But wait a sec! The Talmud (Kiddushin 39b) 
A wheatfield ready for harvesting: The Torah teaches that there is no reward for doing a mitz-
decrees every seventh year as a year· of rest va in this world, and that it all comes in the next 
for the land, where trespassers can eat what-. . world! So whatis the parsha talking about when 
ever remains from the previousyear'sgrow~h~ ...... it· .. ·discusses rewards and punishments? 

Commentaries suggest that the parsha refers to 
sell their produce. This is similar to the "sale" of . collective, not· individual, rewards and punish-
chametz prior to Pesach in which the chameti is ments. This seems to "fit in",' seeing that the par-
"sold" to a non-Jew, notwithstanding that it sha uses the plural in describing rewards and 
remains one's longterm property, be used after "punishments. 
Pesach. A true legal fiction. The validity. of the . The'writer, former scholar~in-residence at the 
h~ter mechira is subjectt()l11ucn.:debate,i,aQd . • ,Rady Jewish Community qeritre and Winnipeg 
hmges upon whether arnot the mitzvah of .'Rille/IJSA directOl; is an.Di"thodox rabbi now 
shemitta is biblical or rabbinical in our day: and 'living in RamafBeit Sj/emesh; Israel. 
age. 

*** 
The mitzva of 

shemitta i~ certainly 
one that can set the 
bar concerning having 
faith 111 God for 
observing mitzvot. 
God asks fam1ers to 
divest themselves 

. from their source of 
income for an entire 
year and allow any

. one to trespass the 
field, eating whatever 
may have remained 
from the previous 
year's growth! Those 
who observe this 
mitzvah are truly part
ners with God in mas
tery over the land. 
God promises plenty 
to those who make the 
effort to keep this 
mitzvah. 
Dvar Torah - Taking 

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE 
, . Fri~ay, M~y 19. Candlesc. 8:58. Mincha: 7:30: Shacharit: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 10:02. Sunday 

. mornmg servIces: 9:00. Weekday morning services: 8:00. May 21-25 evenings: 9:0Q. 
The Chavu~at T~lila ~ynagogue ~n the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional 

~rthod<?x. servIces 111 an IIlfor~al se~tlllg .. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying kad
dIsh 10 Jam us for our tWlce.daIly nunyamm. 

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM 
Friday. May 19 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 8:55 p.m. 
Saturday, May 20 - Behar-Bechukotai - morning service 9:00 a.m., evening service 8:50 p.m. 

Shabbat ends 10:02 p.m. 
Sunday, May 2 I-Monday, May 22 - morning service 9:00 a.m., evening service 8:30 p.m. 
Tuesday. May 23-Thursday, May 25 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 8:30 p.m. 

Thursday. May 25 - Women's League Torah Fund Evening. . 
CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK 

website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and even.t infornlalion, please check our website or call the Synagogue office. . 
Week~ay Mornmg Mlllyan 7:30 a.m.; Morning Service on Shabbat, Sundays & Holidays 9:00 

a.m.; Datly Evenmg Mmyan 6:00 p.m. Sut-Thur; 5:30 p.m. Fri. . 
Friday. May 19: M~rning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan 5:30 p.m. (Tonight Omer 37); 

Kabbalat Shubbut ServIce 6:~0 p.m.; ~ighl Shabbat Candles 8:55 p.m. 
Shabbat. May. 20: Mo~mg ServIce. 9:00 a.m. - Asher Billinkoff Bar Mitzvah (Parshat 

Beha~/Bec~uk?tat): Pre-Jurllor C::ongregatlon 10:30 a.m.; Tornl Chayim Torah Study 12:30 p.m.; 
Evenmg Mm~'1D 6.00 p.m. (Tomght Orner 38); Jordana & Sarah Sommer B 'not Mitzvah 8:30 p.m. 
(Parshat Bemldbar); Shabbat ends 10:02 p.m. . . 
O~~~~';:' May 22 (Victoria Day): Morning Minyan 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m. (Tonight 

HERZLlA - ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGATION 
Located at 620 Brock Street 
"Your home for exploring and experiencing meuningful Jewish living" 
For the week of May 19- Muy 25, 2006 - 21 Jyur - 27 lyar, 5766 
Parshat Bechukosai 

Candle Lighling: 8:55 p.m. Friday Mineha: 7:15 p.m. 
Shabbat Shacharit: 9:00 a.m. Shabbat Mincha: 8:30. p.m. 

Shabbat Ends: 10:05 p.m. 
When was the last time you spoke with your friends 

and family about God? It was once truth that we did not 
talk about personal matters like sex in public. But today, 
we talk about everything' but God .. We talk about every
thing except what lifc is all about. 

Sunday Shaeharit: 9:00 a.m. 
Weekday Mineha: 7:30 p.m. Weekday Shacharit: 7:00 a.m. 
Monday May 22 Shacharit: 9:00 a.m. (Victoria Day) 

TALMUD TORAH-BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street. Candle lighting time for Friday, 

May 19 at 8:55 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabi)at at 8:55 p.m. 

On Sunday evening, May 28 at 7:00 PM, the Winni
peg Council of Rabbis will help guide us in study and dis
cussion about the nature of God. It is customary in the 
days bcfore Shavuot to engage in study. This year, your 
spiritual teachers will attempt to focus your attention on 
the kind of God that you believe in. Is God good. kind, 
all-knowing? How can we. talk about God? Can we really 
know anything about God? . 

Saturday morning service at 9: 15 a.m. Sedra of the week _ 
Behar-Bechukotai. Mincha service at 9:00 p.m. Shabbat ends at 
10:02 p.m. . . 

Daily. Mincha/Maariv services at 9:00 p.m. Traditional 
Orthodox services are conducted, and everyone is invited to 
attend. 

TEMPLE SHALOM 
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg's only Refonm Congregation. 1077 

Grant ~venue, :wilt be holding: on Friday, May 19th, a special 
. alternalive mUSIcal Shabbat Service. "Friday Night Live," with 

Cantor Len Udow, Janet Pelletier-Goetze and David Pelletier 
featuring new music and vocal arrangements. All are welcome! 
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Community news 
Bieber Securities Inc. 

A Manitoba Full Service Investment Firm 

3 generations of women parade down runway 
Floating Rate - Fixed Income 

6 75 o~ 
Initial Targeted Yield, 
generally at 2.50% • 0 over 10 Year U.S. 

Treasury Noles. 

'lntergeneration Fashion Show' a sellout event Adjustable Rate MBS Tmst 
Raled "AAf' by S&P By 

REBECA 
K U R 0-
PATWA' 

Combined 
Jewish 
Appeal 
Women's 
Campaign 
and the 
Jewish 
Federation· 
a f 
Winnipeg's 
Young Adult 
Division 

(Pro"i.,i",ral Ralirrg) call Ed 8alcewich 

946·0297 or 1·800-205-9070 
Subject to Availability cbnlccwich@bicbcrscc.mb.cn 
Ollcrcd by Prnspcctus www.bicbcrs.ccuritics.com 

Raffinati Collection 
EXCLUSIVE LADIES WEAR 

- FROM MONTREAL -

SALE 
50 - 80 % off 

Retail Taxes Included 
Jackets, Pants, 
Skirts, Coats, 

Cocktail Suits, 
Sweaters and Jerseys 

Sizes 2 -18 

( Y AD) 
teamed up to 
present a 
glamorous 
fashion show 
at Shaarey 
Zed e k 
Synagogue 
April 30. Fashion Show Committee members. Photo by Rebeca KlIropatwa. 

~ay,26,27&28,2006 

Fri. 10 A~ - 8 P~ 
Sat. 10 A~ - 5 P~ 
Sun. 10 A~ - 8 P~ 

Sat. nite by appt. only 
A surprise 

performance 
that kicked 
things off 
was a 
vignette, 
written by 
Kay I a 
Gordon and 
Rick Chafe, 
performed by 
actress and 
director, 
Mariam 
Bernstein. 

Lisa Kroft, 
one of the 
event's co
chairs, says, 
"Glenna Kay 
and I felt that 
this vignette 

Children model fashions on the runway. Photo by Rebeca 
KlIropatwa. 

would make for a very 
pow.erful perfor
mance." It was about 
an Argentinian 
woman who has 
moved to Wimlipeg, 
and the strong support 
she received from the 
federation. 

Over 230 tickets to 
the Spring into 
Summer 2006: 
I nterge ne ra tiona I 
Fashion Show were 
sold, and the event 
completely sold out. 

Kay and Kroft were 
the event co-chairs. 
Stephanie Jacobs-

Lockhart was the 
show's coordinator, as 
she is experienced in 
making fashion shows 
a success. Kroft says 

- they wanted "to have 
a program that would 
involve a lot of people 
in the community -
grandn10thers, moth
ers, daughters. The 
highlight of the night 
was· seemg women 
and children from the 
community walking 
together. It was a real 
family experience." 
Kroft says, "Glenna 
(Kay) and I formed a 
committee in the fall, 

G~CH'S 
BICYCLE & HOBBY SHOPS 

MODEL RAILROAD - ROCKETS 
TOOLS - WOODEN BOATS 

PLASTIC MODELS • BOOKS 
SLOT RACING, 

MECCANO - STATIONARY STEAM 
OPERATING DISPLAYS 

WInnipeg's Total Hobby Shop For 79 VealS 

185 5HERBROOK ST. 956-6571 
(1/2 a Block South of Broadway) 

and asked Stephanie 
(Jacobs-Lockhart) to 
be the fashion show 
coordinator, and she 
really brought the 
show together." 

The fashion show 
models comprised 
three generations of 
local ladies. Shawna 
and Jessica Cogan, 
Minnie Bell, Debby 
Brown, and Danita 
Aziza were just a few 
of the women who 
modelled the Swank 
Boutique and Mutch
Mar designer cloth
ing. Kroft says: "We 
wanted to include 
women who have 
given their time to the 
Jewish community." 

Shawna Cogan, one 
of the models in the 
show, adds: "It was 
very well organized, 
and fun. to be a part 
of." Minnie Bell, 
another fashion show 
model, says, "The 
coordination of the 

show was absolutely 
commendable - my 
hat's off to all of the 
volunteers. This was 
such a vast undertak
ing, especially 
because many of the 
model mothers have 
young children." 

Open to the public 

Toby Vinsky 338-4729 
59 Tanoak Park Dr., Garden City 

~ Cancer Care 
MANlTOBA 

A portion of the proceeds from Sunday's sales 
will be donated to CnnccrCnre Mnnllohn. 

ON SALE MAY 23 TO JUNE 6 . 

OFFERING THREE GREAT WAYS TO SAVE 
Hydro Bonds Series IX are fully-guaranteed by the 

Province of Manitoba and provide you with three great ways 
to invest in our province and save for the future. 

adjustable rate which 
pays interest 

annually and is 

. redeemable annually. 

offeIing a fixed 
rate of return, 

which pays interest 
annually. 

offeIing a fixed rate of 
retmn, which pays either 
an annual or compound 

intercst. 

UUal!!_lar institution or adviser which bond is best for you. 

d .. 'little as $100 at participating banks, 

companies or investment dealers 
l;"I~,lllVl" infonnation, call 1-800-565-0350. 

Manitoba~ 
Building for the Future 


