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Torah comment 

God impQses severe restriction~ in census counts 
. Only when situation truly urgent are we to be turned into 'just another number' 

W· elcome to the start of the fourth book 
of the Torah,· known as "Bamidbar", 
or the "Book of Numbers". This 

week's parsha, Bamidbar (all 5 books of the 
Torah derive their name from the first word(s) of 
the parsha), indeed discusses numbers, as we 
will see. 

Many commentators suggest that this parsha, 
and indeed, the entire book, takes place in the 
desert to teach us humility. Even something 
completely useless such as the desert, can 
become a receptacle for Divine revelation and 
holiness. The late, but great, Lubavitcher Rebbe 
used to emphasize that one must make himself 
like a desert, relinquishing all other interests 
when engaged in Torah related activities. So too, 
although a person may feel empty and desolate 
like a desert, we must remember that God 
descended into the desert to give the Torah and 
guide the Jewish people. The same is true today, 
regardless of one's spiritual level God is avail
able to all. 

* * * 
Opening in the second year after the Jewish 

people left Egypt, God commands Moshe and 
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The Winnipeg Council of Rabbis 
Presents 
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The Sinai Desert: Many commentators say 
"Bamidbar", "The Book of Numbers" is set 
in the desert to teach us humility. 

Aharon to conduct a census of all males between 
the ages of 20 and 60. This was the age range 
which was deemed useful towards the military 
effort. The Levites were excluded from the cen
sus, as they were exempt from military service, 
having been pre-occupied with managing the 
Mishkan, the sanctuary, as well as with other 
sacred tasks. The total tally of all eligible males 
was slightly over 600,000. The total national 
popUlation including all others was well over 
one million people. 

*** 
D'var Torah: 

indeed, the sin was' to be considered great 
because censuses cause the nation to be grouped 
into one unit. While this may sound like a com
mendable goal (Le. establishing unity), it also 
causes people to lose their individuality. God 
surely wants cohesiveness and unity, but he also 
demands that we allow individuals to shine on 
their own merits and distinctive qualities! Only 
when truly urgent are we to be turned into "just 
another number". 

*** 
It is interesting to note that originally, God had 

intended that those who would be fIrst-born 
would be honored with carrying out the sacred 
duties and other holy service~. It was only after 
the sin of the Golden Calf that God decided to 
remove this privilege from the fIrst-born who 
had actively participated in that sin. The Levites, 
however, completely distanced themselves from 
the happenings of the Golden Calf, and were 
rewarded accordingly. The Levites were further 
divided into three groups in order to split the 
honors. There were the Gershonites, the 
Kohatites, and the Merarites, each playing a dif
ferent role in the functioning of the mishkan. 

Also in our parsha is the delineation of the trib
al formations. This includes how the nation 
would journey as well as camp during those 
times when there was no travel. The Mishkan 
was always in the centre, with the Levites mak
ing camp around its four sides. There was then a 
larger square formed? consisting of three tribes 
on each side. 

The writer, former scholar-in-residence at the 
Rady Jewish Community Centre and Winnipeg 
Hille/USA directo/~ is an Orthodox rabbi now 
living in Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel. 

Conducting a cen
sus is no simple mat
ter. It is to be strongly 
discouraged and even 
when permitted, such 
as in our parsha, it is 
with severe restric
tions. One will readily 
recall that King David 
was severely punished 
for conducting a cen
sus. In His anger, God 
killed 70,000 Jews 
due to King David's 
misdeed. Was such a 
severe collective pun
ishment called for? 
One of the many 
explanations given to 
this episode is that 

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE 
Friday, May 26. Candles: 9:04. Mincha: 7:30. Shacharit: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 10:13. Sunday 

morning services: 9:00. Rosh Chodesh Sivan - May 28. Weekday evening services May 28-June I: 
9:00. 

The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional 
Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone. who has yaluzeit or is saying kad. 
dish to join us for our twice·daily minyanim. 

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM 
Friday, May 26 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 9:04 p.m. 
Saturday, May 27 • Bamidbar - morning service, Rachel Rubin Bat Mitzvah 9:00 a.m., eyening 

service 9:00 p.m. Shabbat ends 10: 13 p.m. 
Sunday, May 28 - Rosh Chodesh . morning service 9:00 a.m., evening service 8:30 p.m. 
Monday, May 29-Wednesday, May 31 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 8:30 p.m. 

Thursday, June I - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 9: 11 p.m. 
Erev Shavuot. 

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK 
561 Wellington Crescenl; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program .an~ eve~t infonnalion, please check our website or call the Synagogue office. 
Week~ay Mornmg ~myan 7:30 a.m.; Morning Service on Shabbat, Sundays & Holidays 9:00 

a.m.; Dally Evenmg Mmyan 6:00 p.m. Sat·Thur; 5:30 p.m. Fri. 
Friday, May 26: Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan 5:30 p.m. (Tonight Orner 44); 

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 6:00 p.m.; Light Shabbat Candles 9:04 p.m. 
Sh.abbat, ~ay 27: Morning Service 9:00 a.m. - Emma Dempsey Bat Mitzvah (Parshat 

Bemldbar); LIght of Shabbat Service 9: 15 a.m.; Pre-Junior Congregation 10:30 a.m.; Torat Chayim 
Torah Study 12:30 p.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m. (Tonight Orner 45); Romina Levy Bat Mitzvah 
8:45 p.m.; Shabbat ends 10: 13 p.m. . 

TALMUDTORAH-BETHJACOBSYNAGOGUE r--------------------. Located at 1525 Main Street. Candle lighting time for Friday, 
May 26 al 9:04 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 9:05 p.m. 

. Salurday morning service at 9: 15 a.m. Sedra of the week -
Banlidbar. Shabbat Mevarchim. Mincha service at 9:05 p.m. 
Shabbat ends at 10: 13 p.m. 

Many Jews think that rnbbis believe thai God is a 
big man in the sky with a long white beard. Few know 
that the Rambam (Maimonides) would say that worship
ing such a God would be judged an act of idolatry. 

Mairnonides taught that we cannot really say any
thing about what God is, only what God is not. Other 
Jews burned his Guide to the Perplexed because they 
thought his views on God were too Greek and too philo
sophical. 

What is your idea of God? Come learn with the 
Winnipeg Council of Rabbis at Congregation Etz Chayim 
on Sunday evening May 28 at 7:00 PM. We will learn 
about the different views on what God is, or is not. Per
haps you can clarify what you think about God. 

Sunday, May 28 - Rosh Chodesh Sivan. 
Thursday, June I - Erev Shavuoth: Candle lighting - 9: II 

p.m. Mincha - 9: 10 p.m. . 
Friday, June 2 - First Day of Shavuoth: Shacharit - 9: 15 a.m. 

Candle lighting - 9:12 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat: 9:10 
p.m. 

Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 9: 10 p.m. Traditional 
Orthodox services lire conducted, and everyone is invited 10 
nltend. . 

TEMPLE SHALOM 
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg's ·only Reform Congregation, 

1077 Grant Ave., will be holding on Friday, May 26th at 8 p.m. 
a Shabbat service led by Student Rabbi Uri Barnea and Cantor 
Len Udow. All are welcome! 
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Community news 

Chabad kicks off building·fundraising campaign with dinner 
in honor of longtime supporter Dave Ri~h and family 

By MYRON LOVE 
N.ew centre in South End to include yeshiva . 

stage production of "The Quarrel" (which is based 
on a fIlm about two Holocaust survivors - friends· 
before the war - who meet again in Montreal circa· 
1948 having chosen diametrically different career 
paths - as well as television. Russell's comedy 
covered a wide range of subjects, from Jewish. 
eating habits in Catskill resorts to New York anec-. . ,. 
dotes to reading excerpts from the cIassifieds mid 
reading out loud the real names of noted Jewish:. 
actors and entertainers and asking the audience to : 
guess who they are (or were). . .. 

(A couple of sample gags - Israel has put out a 
stamp with Yasser Arafat on it, but people keep 
spitting in the wrong side - and Netscape recently 
purchased Yahoo and are renaming the company 
Nelanyahoo.) 

On Tuesday, May 16 
- Lag B'Omer - at the 
Hotel Fort Garry, 
Chabad Lubavitch 
officially kicked off its 
new fundraising cam
paign aimed at build
ing a Chabad centre 
and yeshiva in south 
Winnipeg with a gala 
evening featuring a 
tribute to long tiqle 
supporter David Rich, 
the stand-up comedy 
of Reuven Russell and 
moving testimonials 
from· community 
members on the differ
ence that Chabad has 
made in their lives. 

"This is an exciting 
time," said Martin 

. Chabad . evening honoree David 
Rich: "A yeshiva here will guar
antee that we have a steady sup
ply of teachers." Photo by Myron Love. 

Comedian Reuven Russell: His 
comedy covered a wide range of 
subjects. Photo by Myroll Love. 

The evening concluded with Argentinian Jewish 
immigrant Aida Strocovsky singing the praises of 
Chabad and a video presentation from· the late 
Lubavitcher Rebbe Menachem Schneersoll. 

In an earlier interview, Rabbi Yaacov· 
Simmonds said that if the funding is raised and' 
everything else falls into place on time, then:· 
phase I of the construction could begin by sum
mer's end. If not, thltn the work will begin next 
spring. The first phase would cost an estimated: 
$1 million and will consist of the auditorium for' 
a day care, youth programs and adult education 

Glazer, a wellknown criminal lawyer who served as 
Master of Ceremonies. "Having a yeshiva in 
Winnipeg is a longtime dream, and this evening will 
bring that dream that much closer to reality." 

The evening began with a video presentation of 
noted lawyer, academic, author and Jewish leader 
Allan Dershowitz's address to a gathering in new 
York last November of over 2000 Chabad 
Shlichim from all over the world. Dershowitz 
spoke of his connections to Chabad .and Jhe 
important work that Chabad is doing - in particu
lar on North American campuses fIghting against 
the anti-Israel propaganda ,and assimilationist 
trends affecting Jewish university students. 

"lknow that Chabad can succeed in places such 
as central Africa and Siberia, but I didn't think a 
Chabad shaliach would be as well as accepted at 
Harvard (where Dershowitz is a professor)," he 
noted. "Chabad succeeds by focusing on the 
strands that brings Jews together, instead of on 
our many differences." 

Sheldon ZaI).1ick than spoke about how Chabad 
was there to support him through a serious illness 
several years ago which forced him to quit his job 
and sell his house.' "Thanks to Chabad, I never 
lost hope," he said. "Chabad provided my life 
with structure without ever questioning my reli
gious practises." 

After the main course, Rabbi Avroham Altein, 
Chabad's senior rabbi in Winnipeg, gave a short 
Torah commentary. He explained that Judaism 
values, above all, learning and leadership com
bined with a good name. 

"Many communities build yeshivas, then send 
representatives to other communities such as 
Winnipeg to collect donations for their yeshivas," 
he noted. "The Lubavitcher Rebbe had ·a different 

. approach. He encouraged every community to build 
·its own yeshiva so that everyone can participate in 
Torah study." 

He noted' that the evening's honoree, David 
Rich, has been studying Torah with Rabbi 
Zushya Halperin for the past 20 years. He added 
that David Rich's son, Gavin, studies Torah with 
Rabbi Yaacov Simmonds. 

Gavin introduced his father with the Talmudic 
adage that a father is obligated to teach his son 
two things - to earn a living and to swim. "My 
father has taught me much more," Gavin said. 
"Dad is a reluctant honoree. He agreed only 

. because the funds raised tonight are going 
toward building the yeshiva." 

David Rich noted that studying Torah over the 
'past 20 years has been enjoyable. "When you're in 

the business world, it is important to exam from 
time to time how you conduct your life. 

"But learning requires teachers. A yeshiva here 
will guarantee that we will have .a steady supply 
of teachers." 

Religiously observant comedian Reuyen Rivlin 
is the son of comedian Joey Russell. He has 
appeared on stage - in a. production of "The 
Sunshine Boys" with Mickey Rooney and the late 
Donald O'Connor :;md is currently appearing in a 

. classes. The entire project is estimated to cost 
$3 million and will also include a synagogue, 
social hall, library, lounge, classrooms, kosher 
kitchen, parki~g lot for 60 cars and a play area. 

The writer is a Jewish Winnipeg freelancer. 

MANITOBANS WIN WHEN YOU 

~f1 lO'br 
CENSUS 

ourse n! 
If you haven't returned your 2006 Census Form, please complete it and mail 

it in today. Make sure everyone in your home is counted, Including yourself. 

YOUR RESPONSE IS IMPORTANT TO MANITOBA COMMUNITIES 
We're depending on you to count yourself in. 

Every person missed in the 2006 census means a community project 
may not receive as much support as it should. 

It also means less support for the vital services all Manitobans rely on. 

That's because both the provincial and federal governments use census 

information to make funding decisions. Funding decisions that affect 

not only community projects but the education, health and social 

programs that all Manitobans rely on. 

Businesses and non·profit organizations also rely on census information 

when they make decisions. 

So fill out your census form tOday. We're counting on you. 

"COUNT YOURSELF IN" ONLINE. 
If it's more convenient, you can fill your census form online.For more information on 

this easy-to-complete new option,please visit www.census200S.ca. 

REMEMBER, MANITOBANS WIN WHEN YOU COUNT YOURSELF IN. 

1-877-594-2006 Manitoba~ 
Building (or tho Futuro 
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