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Canadian Jewish news.' 

B.C. c.alDp for teens prolDotes Middle East peace 
By LAUREN 
KRAMER 

VANCOUVER - If 
you're a Canadian 
teen who is' concerned 
about conflict in the 
Middle East, interest
ed in filmmaking· and 
consider yourself a 
creative thinker, 
chances are you're the 
right candidate for 
Peace It Together. 

2003. 
The first Peace It Together program' was 

held in Canada in August 2004 and focused 
on conflict resolution, creativity and outdoor 
adventure. The new focus this year is film
making. 

The cost to participate is on a sliding scale 
that ranges from $500 to $2,000. "But we 
won't turn away anyone if they can't pay 
tha,J:," Lazar says. 

Peace It Together is being funded by 
nu'merous private foundations and is still 
seeking more funding. 

The Palestinian and Israeli teens will come 
from around Israel, the West Bank and possi
bly Gaza. They will be recruited by Linda 
Divon, who heads up the Creative Peace 
Network Society's regional team. 

While the aim is for participants to have 
fun in while in B.C., the Peace It Together 
program has serious goals. 

The brainchild of 
the Creative Peace 
Network Society, a 
Vancouver-based non
profit organization of 
facilitators, teachers, 
outdoor educators and 
artists, this summer 
program is seeking 
eight Canadian teens, 
ages 16 and 17, to join 
24 Israeli and 
Palestinian teens in 

Israeli and Palestinian youth laughing together in Vancouver during 
Peace It Together 2004. 

, "It will be an opportunity for them and the 
wider community to overcome. stereotypes 
and increase tolerance, understanding and 
respect for the 'other,' increase awareness 

British Columbia for two weeks this August. 
The youths will meet in Vancouver and take a 

ferry to Galiano Island, where they will be based 
at the Gulf Islands Film and Television School. 

. Once there, they will engage in activities such as 
dia10gue and listening exercises, leadership 
training, outdoor and wilderness experiences and 
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creative projects. 
They will also work in small groups, to create 

original films about their lives, hopes and fears. 
The films will be screened in Vancouver at the 
end of the session. 

"In the Middle East and around the world, 
Jewish, Palestinian and other Arab children are 
growing up in a culture of fear and mistrust," 
says Reena Lazar, executive director of the 
Creative Peace Network Society. 

"Here in Canada, our communities are 
extremely polarized, and knowingly or not, our 
children also harbour within them much of the 
fear and resentment that typify the Middle East 
conflict. Peace It Together will address the seem
ingly insatiable need among youth impacted by 
violent conflict to find new avenues for hope, 
strength and joy." 

Lazar was inspired to start the program after 
taking part in a similar one in New Mexico in 
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about the conflict and its impacts, foster col
laboration to work toward a cQmmon goal, and 
become inspired and empowered community 
leaders," Lazar says. 

"In other words, the youth will leave the pro
gram knowing that the ,'enemy' is not really an 
enemy after all. They will leave knowing that 
there are some Israelis and Palestinians they can 
truly trus.t and who want the same thing they do '-
- p~flce ~ " '. . . .... • 

For more information, visitwww.creative
peacenetwork.ca 

Reprinted with permission, Canadian Jewish 
News. 

Montreal man to be tried 
for hate propaganda 

MONTREAL - A Montreal man is scheduled 
to ge on trial next month for creating and oper
ating a racist Internet site that included cartoons 
hostile to Jews and blacks, images of swastika 
tattoos and Nazi-themed video games. 

Jean-Sebastien Presseault, 29, is charged 
under article 319 of the Criminal Code of 
Canada, the seldom-invoked hate propaganda 
section. . 

The site, which was still online earlier this 
month, celebrates right-wing extremist Timothy 
McVeigh, who was executed for. the 1995 
Oklahoma City bombing that killed 167 people. 
It was hosted on an American server. 

The trial is set for mid-June in Quebec Court. 
Presseault's lawyer Gilles Fontaine said he 

will argue that the court has no jurisdiction 
because the site's host is based in the United 
States. 

Crown prosecutor Nadine Haviernick said she 
will produce experts that will testify that the site 
is indeed hateful, and that a Canadian court can 
intervene because the site was created and run 
from Montreal. 

Presseault was arrested in December 2003 
after being under police surveillance for six 
months. Both his home and the offices of Bell 
Sympatico were searched. ' 

Presseault, who was on welfare at the time , 
was released on condition that he not associate 
with white supremacist groups or act as a web
master. 

Reprinted With, permission, Canadian Jewish 
News. 
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u.s. Jewish news 
Focus on issues 

As day schools rake in mega-gifts, some see a trend in Jewish giving 
By CHANAN TIGAY 

NEW YORK (JTA) - In February, news 
broke that the Jim Joseph Fo~ndation would 
give some $25 million U.S. a year to Jewish 
education. The previous month, the Charles 
E. Smith Jewish Day School in Rockville, 
Md., received a $15 million U.S. gift from a 
family foundation. In late 2004, a group of 
anonymous families made a $45 million U.S. 
donation to three Boston-area day schools. 

These gifts followed a $20 million U.S. 

The Charles E. Smith Jewish Day School in 
Rockville, Md., received a $15 million U.S. gift , 
from a family foundation: Increasing numbers of 
Jews are making mega-gifts to Jewish organiza
tions. Credit: Courlesy Charles E. Smith Jewish Day School, 

gift in 2001 from the Sidney Kimmel 
Foundation to The Raymond and Ruth 
Perelman Jewish Day School, a Solomon 
Schechter school in Wynnewood, Pa., that is 
affiliated with the Conservative movement. 
Until recently, gifts of that magnitude to 
Jewish institutions were exceedingly rare. 
The fact that such large gifts came so close 
together has left some in the Jewish commu
nity asking - fingers crossed - if they bear wit
ness to a new trend: an increasing number of 
Jews making mega-gifts to Jewish organizations. 

Others, though, wonder whether the spike in 

mega-giving has more to do with a concerted 
effort in recent years to boost day-school aware
ness than with a more general philanthropic 
trend. They're asking whether such large gifts 
now can. be expected in other corners of the 

New Orleans Jewish community 
grateful for help, but needs more 
By ALLAN BISSIN.GER 

NEW ORLEANS (JTA) - We 
hl'l\Tf" never asked them to come, but 
'po:me they have, from California, 

ew York, New Jersey, Michigan, 
. altimore, Seattle and everywhere 

between . 
The Jewish communities of 
orth America have made it their 

collective cause to help sustain the 
Jewish community of Greater New 
Orleans through hands-on volun
teering, by donating much-needed 
items, by raising funds for specific 
projects in the community, through 
the involvement of national reli
gious movements and,of course, 
through the efforts of the United 
Jewish Communities, which has 
and continues to be the single 
largest donor of financial assistance 
to the New Orleans Jewish commu
nity. And, for the best qf all rea
sons, the requests to help have not 
stopped. 

One day it's a temple in 
Philadelphia, the next an active 
donor from Los Angeles who sim
ply wants to come down with her 
daughter and spend a few days 
being hands-on. Finally, it's a 
group of young adult leaders from 
the UJC, coming with gift cards in 
hand and with their muscle, remov
ing debris from the homes of 
Jewish people. 

But for all of this assistance, even 
eight months after Hurricane 
Katrina; the Jewish and general 
communities of New . Orleans are 
still in need,of volunteers for both 
hands-on projects and financial 
assistance. 

The community still has: * A list 
of people who need their homes 
cleared of damaged contents before 

. they can begin to decide what their 
next step is; * A seniors home that 

, , 

always could use some smiling 
faces; * Shut-ins who need people 
to deliver "meals on wheels" and 
people to prepare that food. ' 

Ancfthis is only the start of a long 
list of projects - physical and other 
- that a volunteer who wants to 
come down to Greater New 
Orleans can take part in during a 
two- to three-day stay. And for 
those who are not able to come 
down and help, for whatever rea
son, being here is not the only way 
you can contribute. 

Gift cards from major national 
retail chains are always useful for 
people who have lost everything -
clothes, furniture, appliances and 
books. And sending donations to 
the federation's Katrina Fund so 
that our organizations can operate 
and run programs for our members 
is equally as important as being 
here. 

North American Jewry's response 
to this crisis with donations and 
direct assistance brings to mind the 
community's response . during the 
1967 Six-Day War, when Jews got 
on planes and flew to Israel to help. 
It is appreciated beyond words. We 
can give you a simple "thank you," 
where a "thank you" is not enough, 
but that's all we have to give. 

And we know that whether you 
come down and assist or help via a 
donation of one kind or another, 
you will touch and improve the 
lives of people whose lives have 
been shattered in more ways than 
one can describe. 

For more information, email teri
gross@jewishnola.com, or go to 
www.jewishnola.com. Allan 
Bissinger is president of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater New 
Orleans. 

Jewish world, or will 
be limited largely to 
the educational realm. 

Jews make a highly 
disproportionate num
ber of gifts of over 
$10 million U.S. in 
America, but over
whelmingly these 
gifts go to non-Jewish 
institutions, from uni
versities to cultural 
centers to health-care 
organizations. 
According to a 2003 
study by the San 
Francisco-based 
Institute for Jewish 
and Community 
Research, while Jews' 
gave some 22 per cent 
of America's mega
gifts between 1995 
and 2000, fewer th911 
10 per cent of them 
went to Jewish causes. 
But is that changing? 

Jeffrey Solomon, 
president of the 
Andrea and Charles 
Bronfman 
Philanthropies, says 
an increasing number 
of large gifts now are 
likely to go to Jewish 
groups. He sees the 
fund-raising successes 
of both the day 
schools and of the 
birthright israel pro
gram - which brings' 
young Jews on free, 
10-day trips to Israel ~ 
as indicative of a 
changing standard of 
giving in the Jewish 
philanthropic world. 

At a moment when 
Jewish communal 
leaders are struggling 
to engage Jews young 
and old, this develop
ment comes as wel-

come news. "The trend is just beginning," said 
Solomon, who was a co-author on the 2003 
study, along with Alex Karp and Gary Tobin, the 
research institute's president. 

"We're going to .see an increasing number of 
mega-gifts for Jewish causes from Jews who've 
been involved in the Jewish community" but 
haven't yet made such mega-gifts, he said. "At 
the same time, I think we're going to see some 
people who' have been giving mega-gifts find 
compelling Jewish causes to give to." Still, 
Solomon cautioned, the trend has just begun, 
and it may take years to come to full realization. 

But Tobin isn't convinced there's a trend at all. 
He's in the midst of another study on mega-gifts, 
to be released in the fall, which he says shows 
that the nature of Jewish mega-gifts is not chang
ing. "For every gift to a Jewish day school or 
JCC or any Jewish institution of $10 million 
U.S. or more, you're still seeing 15 or so gifts of 
equal and often larger size to universities, to sec
ular cultural institutions and to health organiza
tions," he said. 

But he added: "You cannot dismiss that some 
of these mega-gifts to day schools are larger than 
many of the mega-gifts to Jewish institutions in 
the past. A few mega-donors are breaking the 
barrier and changing the standards. It's not yet a 
trend, but we hope it's setting a new standard for 
the future, where 10 years from now we're see
ing something different." 

That being said, several observers and profes
sionals at a recent conference of the Jewish 
Funders Network told ITA that changes are 
indeed afoot - and they stem from several 
sources. First is the general growth in private 
philanthropy, including a sizable increase in 
mega-gifts. In 2003, 104 gifts of $10 million 
U.S. or more in the United States were reported 
in Giving USA, an annual report on U.S. philan
thropy. In 2004, the last year for which data are 
available, 140 such gifts were reported. Second 
is the growing awareness among Jewish causes 
of what attracts large gifts. 

Chief among such elements is the ability to 
. inspire confidence that these gifts will be prop

erly managed and will have maximum impact 
and longevity. "Jewish people are giving 
Jewishly when they understand the need," said 
real estate entrepreneur and philanthropist 
Harold Grinspoon, founder of the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation. , 

About half of all mega-gifts in the general non
profit world have gone to universities. These 
gifts often take the form of endowments and are 
intended to address school needs in perpetuity. 
Properly managed, these gifts offer donors both 
impact and longevity. "You need the same kind 
of confidence in a Jewish organization, that it's 
got the stability and all, the elements to meet 
needs and to go on using the funds both appro
priately and effectively," Solomon said. 

When philanthropist Lynn Schusterman looks 
to make a gift, she wants to see not only that the 
recipient organization has the capacity to use the 
gift effectively, but that it offers "hope for the 

, future." "I see both birthright, especially, and 
BBYO," a Jewish youth group, "targeting an 
area that I think is vitally important: the unaffil
iated," she said. 

Perhaps the major change in the past decade, 
said Mark Charendoff, president of the Jewish 
Funders Network - a network of family founda
tions, public philanthropies and individual fun
ders '- is the emergence of partnerships like 
birthright israel and the Partnership for 
Excellence in Jewish Education. 
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