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u.s. Jewish news 
Focus on issues 

Appointment oj monitor adds teeth to the fight against anti-Semitism 
By RON KAMPEAS 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - The U.S. State 
Department just added a set of teeth to its fledg
ling office monitoring anti-Semitism. 

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice on May 
17 named Gregg Rickman, a dogged investigator' 
who has tracked the Swiss banks' role in the 
Holocaust, as the first special envoy for moni
toring and combating anti-Semitism around the 
world. Jewish le'aders unanimously agreed that 
the appointment would push the office monitor- ' 

,ing anti-Semitism, in existence barely 18 
months, to the department's front burner. 

"It creates a strong point person that will be 
able to coordinate all the different parts of our 
government that ,deal with anti-Semitism," said 
Mark Levin, executive director of NCSJ, a group 
that advocates for Jews in the former Soviet 
Union and that lobbied for the position. 
"Without continued U.S. leadership, I'm not 
sure how much attention will, be paid by our 
friends in Europe and elsewhere to anti
Semitism." 

Congressional legislation sponsored by Rep. 
Tom Lantos (D-Calif.) and Sen. George 
Voinovich (R-Ohio) created the office in late 
2004 over the objection of State Department 
mandarins, who said it would just create an extra 
layer of bureaucracy and was unnecessary 

Newly appointed anti·Semitis,m monitor, 
Gregg Rickman, second from left, speaks 
with Sen. George Voinovich (R-Ohio), left, 
the UJC's William Daroff, third from left, 
and the WJC's Shai Franklin in a 2002 photo. 
Credit: Ron SacilslCNP, 

because the issue already was being addressed in 
the department's human rights monitoring. The 
legislation was created amid the most recent 
intifada, when anti-Semitism intensified in 
Europe and the Middle East. 

So far the office, under the direction of Edward 
O'Donnell, special envoy fo'r Holocaust issues, ' 
has produced just one report, in Janu<U)' 2005. 
Insiders said O'Donnell already was overworked 

Jewish Child and Family Service Annual General Meeting on June 8th 

Everyone is cordially invited to attend the 
Jewish Child and Family Service Annual 
General Meeting which will take place in 

the Berney Theatre at the Asper Jewish 
Community Campus on Thursday, June 8 at 
7:15 p.m. 

The evening will profile the many services 
and programs provided by JCFS this year. The 
evening will also recognize the involvement of 
JCFS volunteers who have been contributing 
many years of service in helping support oth
ers in our community. The Agency's list of 200 
volunteers provide support to isolated seniors, 
welcome newcomers who have recently emi
grated to Winnipeg, befriend youngsters who 
could benefit from the involvement of a Big 
Brother or Sister, or provide administrative 
support in the office - just a few ways that vol
unteers are involved. This year awards will be 
given to six volunteers who have provided a 
decade of volunteer service. 

MITZVAH awards will be given toindivid
uals and/or groups who have supported the 
work of JCFS over the years. The Agency 

appreciates the ongoing generosity.of individ
uals and groups who have consistently been so 
generous in so many ways. Recognition of the 
Mitzvah Honorees is a way of thanking those 
who have demonstrated their commitment to 
the work JCFS does in providing support to 
individuals and families in our community 
over the years. A special MITZVAH award 
presentation will be made to Eve and Harry 
Vickar who have established a community 
assistance program which is designed to sup
port individuals facing significant financial 
challenges. This initiative is supported by the 
L. Kerry Vickar Charitable Foundation as a 
designated gift through the Jewish Federation 
of Winnipeg. 
. The meeting will conclude with a musical' 

program featuring Alexandra Frohlinger and 
Lara Haid evening followed, by complimenta
ry refreshments. 

Everyone is welcome to attend the annual 
meeting. If you would like a copy of the annu
al report they are available upon request by 
contacting the JCFS offices. 

JEWISH CHilD & 
FMIILYSERVICE 

The' Board and Staff of Jewish Child and Family Service 
Cordially invite you to attend·the Annual General Meeting 

Thursday, June 8, 2006 - 7:15 p.m. 
Berney Theatre -Asper Jewish Community Campus 

123 Doncaster Street 

Presentations will be made to recognize and, celebrate our volunteers and our Mitzvah Award honourees. 
The meeting will conclude with a musical program followed by refreshments. 

If you are unable to attend the meeting but would like a copy of our Annual Report, contact 477-7430. 

,in his capacity encouraging the rightful distribu
tion of Holocaust assets, and the office sorely , 
needed its own "boss." 

Rickman's principal qualification for the job is 
his stint as a director on the Senate Banking 
Committee in the mid-1990s under the chair
manship of foimer Sen. Alfonse D' Amato (R
N.Y.), when it uncovered Swiss banks' role in 
hiding Nazi loot and keeping Jewish survivors 
from accessing their pre-Holocaust accounts. 
Rickman, who is Jewish, wrote an account of the 
investigation called "Swiss Banks and Jewish 
Souls." 

"Gregg Rickman, working with Sen.' 
D' Amato, is almost single-handedly the one who 
uncovered the corruption and the immorality of 
the Swiss banks," said William Daroff, vice pres
ident for public policy of the United Jewish 
Communities, the umbrella body of North 
American Jewish federations, and director of its 
Washington office. 

Shai Franklin, executive director of the World 
Jewish Congress' American section, said 
Rickman understood all sides of the system. 
"He's very familiar with how Capitol Hill works 
and he knows the Jewish community and he 
knows the Europeans, having opened up a lot of 
the channels in the Swiss gold issue," he said. 

Together with NCSJ, Daroff led·the effort for 
legislation creating the anti-Semitism office 
when he was congressional liaison for the 
Republican Jewish Coalition. Rickman, who 
als() was staff director for former Sen. Peter 
Fitzgerald (R-Ill.), succeeded Daroff at the RJC 
in 2004. The group revel~d in the appointment of 
one of its, own. "It is very exciting to have an 
RJC alum serving in such an important posi
tion," said Matt Brooks, the group's executive 
director. 

Rickman, 42, recently returned to the Hill, 
where he has directed the U.S. House of 
Representatives subcommittee investigating the 
"oil for food" scandal implicating UN officials 
and others in receiving kickbacks from Saddam 
Hussein during the years Iraq was under sanc
tion. That kind of doggedness will serve him 
well in his new capacity, according to represen
tatives of groups that liaise between Washington 
and small, vulnerable Jewish communities over
seas. 

"Putting someone in there who has the know
how and connections to do the job right at least 
gives the issue a fair shot," said Rabbi Levi 
Shemtov, who directs the Chabad-Lubavitch 
office in Washington. 

Some Jewish groups had advocated for a 
scholar and someone with a less partisan back
ground, but Rickman was the better choice, said 
Abraham Foxman, national director of the Anti
Defamation League. "You don't need a scholar , 
you need a pragmatic civil servant who will be 
there, be articulate and be a liaison," he said. 

Rickman's appointment will go a long way 
toward reassuring Jewish groups who were 
angered by the Bush administration's initial 
resistance to the Lantos-Voinovich legislation. 
"We're very appreciative of the president and 
Secretary Rice making this appointment" said 
Nathan Diament, who directs the Orthodox 
Union's Washington office. "It's consistent with 
the work they've done to combat anti-Semitism 
throughout the Bush administration." 
Ri~kman, who will be sworn in May 15, will 

not s~mply ?lonitor anti-~emitism; he will inject 
the Issue mto every bIlateral or multilateral 
arrangement where it's applicable. Rickman 
declined to talk to reporters before his position 
became official. 
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In Initial meeting, Olmert and Bush to look at the big picture, not details 
By RON KAMPEAS 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - When the photo-ops 
were over, Ehud Olmert and George Bush would 
settle down to discuss the big picture. 

In a meeting last week with Jewish leaders a 
week ahead of the Israeli prime minister's arrival 
President Bush's national security adviser: 
Ste~h~? Hadley, kept stressing that "strategy, not 
ta~tIcs WOUld. defme the summit, participants 
SaId. It w~s. a Sl.gn that th~ adm~stration is wary 
of comnuttmg Itself to rutty-gntty details until it 
has a better understanding of where Olmert is 
heading with his "convergence" plan to unilater
ally withdraw from much of the West Bank. 

American Jewish 
Organizations, told 
ITA from Israel, where ' 
he was leading a dele
gation meeting Israeli 
leaders. "The purpose 
of the meeting is to 
establish a relationship 
to gain an idea of what 
the prime minister has 
in mind." 

Bush and Olmert 
were to meet May 23. 
The next day, Olmert 
was to address a rare 
joint meeting of 
Congress. The cost of 
Olmert's projected 

to warn him, "If I don't 
get enough from you 
and the international 
community, it's going 
to be hard to ·pull this 
off." 

In any case, the 
United States is 
adaInantly opposed to 
directly funding reset
tlement because it has 

EHUD OLMERT, GEORGE W. warned Israel for neal'-
Israeli prime BUSH, ly four decades that 

minister U.S. president settlement was a mis-
Olmert was expected to make clear his need take. However, it's 
for U.S. backing of plans for redrawn Israeli ready to help Israel 
borders. cushion the blow indi

rectly. 

At about the same time as Hadley was briefmg 
some 30 Jewish leaders May 15, U.S. Jewish offi
cials touring Israel were warning Olmert and 
other Israeli o~icials not to make specific aid 
requests. 

".1 would not anticipate" an aid request at this 
stage, Malcolm Hoenlein, executive vice chair
man of the Conference of Presidents of Maj9r 

withdrawal from more than 70 settlements and the 
resettlement of an estimated 60,000 Israelis will 
be from $10 billion U.S. to $25 billion U.S., 
according to reports. Olmert is unlikely to come to 

Last year, Israel asked the United States for 
between $1 billion U.S. and $2 billion U.S. to 
develop the Negev and Galilee regions, where 
many of the 9,000 evacuated settlers were likely 
to move 

Focus on issues 

For Iranian-American Jews, standoff 
on nukes raises questions of identity 

By RACHEL SILVERMAN 
NEW YORK (JTA) - As an 

American citizen, Sam Kermanian 
would like to mitigate Iran's threat 
to the United States. As a Jew, he 
wants to ensure Israel's safety. And 
as an Iranian, he'd like to see these 
changes brought about in a peace
ful way, so as not to disrupt the 
homeland he loves dearly. 

Kermimian, secretary general of 
the Los Angeles-based Iranian 
Jewish Federation, epitomizes the 
precarious situation in which 
Iranian-American Jews find them
selves today. As Iran continues to 
make hostile overtures toward 
Israel and the United States, 
Iranian-American Jews feel them
selves pulled in opposing direc
tions by their three identities - and 
three homelands. Along with the 
rest of the West, many Iranian Jews 
view President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad and Iran's fundamen
talist leadership with trepidation. 

Homa Sarshar, a prominent L.A.
based journalist who founded the 
Center for Iranian Jewish Oral 
History, described the regime as "a 
threat to the whole world," citing 
Iran's aid to terrorist organizations 
and its nuclear ambitions. 

Fellow journalist Roya Hakakian, 
who lives in Connecticut, 
expressed concern over the "ultra
conservative Islamic fundamental
ists" running the government. 
Ahmadinejad "sees himself as a 
catalyst for a doomsday scenario," 
she said: "One can assume there's 
nothing he would relent from 
doing." 

Community members say they 
worry Ahmadinejad's goals might 
include an attack on Israel. He has 
talked repeatedly in recent months 
about destroying the Jewish state, 
just as Iran is believed to be close 
to mastering the technology to 

develop nuclear weapons. 
Lida Tabibian, a Persian Jew who 

chairs an American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee young leader
ship group, described the prospect 
of a nuclear Iran as frightening. 
".As !If Iranian Jew, I see myself 
flfSt and foremost as a Jewish per
son," said Tabibian, whose family 
moved to Israel after fleeing Iran in 
1978, shortly before the Islamists 
took over. "The threat to Israel, and 
Iran's relationship to Israel, is' my 
No.1 concern." 

Jimmy Delshad - who, as vice 
mayor of Beverly Hills, is believed 
to be the first Iranian Jew elected to 
public office in the United States -
reiterated that sentiment. "One of 
the biggest connections Persian 
Jews have is Israel," he said. "Israel 
is always on their radar screen." 
Delshad has been involved in a 
$3.5 million U.S. fund-raising 
drive in the local Persian Jewish 
community to help victims of ter
rorism in Israel. He previously 
served as president of both' the 
heavily Persian Sinai Temple and a 
philanthropic organization started 
by Persian Jews to fund Israeli stu
dents. 

.Roughly 300,000 Persian Jews -
the largest concentration of Iranian 
Jews anywhere in the world - live 
in Israel. This community keeps 
Iranian-American Jews connected 
to what happens in the Jewish state. ' ' 

Their loyalty to Israel doesn't 
imply any disloyalty toward Iran, 
however. Despite a history of on
again, off-again persecution at the 
hands of Iranian Muslims, many 
Iranian Jews cling tightly to' 
Persian culture. They teach their 
children Farsi, cook traditional 
dishes and visit family and friends 
back home. Jews trace their legacy 
in Iran back 2,700 years, far longer 
than Islam has been there. 

Bush with hand out
stretched, but he needs 
solid commitments for 
some quid pro quo 
from the Americans if 
he is to sell withdrawal 
to Israelis. 

The withdrawal last 
year from the Gaza 
Strip so far has been 
followed by the elec
tion of the Hamas ter
rorist group to power 
in the Palestinian 
Authority and an inten
sification of rocket 
attacks from Gaza. 
Israelis are likely to be 
skeptical of further 
withdrawalS, especial
ly from the West Bank, 
which is much closer 
to Israeli population 
centers. 

Beyond cash, the 
Americans could offer 
Olmert support for his 
redrawn borders - a 
recognition of Israeli 
sovereignty over some 
settlements that would 
go beyond the vague 
"realities on the 
ground" that Bush 
cited in his April 14, 
2004, letter to Olmert's 
predecessor, Ariel 
Sharon. 

Dennis Ross, the 
Clinton administra
tion's top Middle East 
negotiator and now an 
analyst with the 
Washington Institute 
for Near East Policy, 
said that even if 
Olmert didn't ask for 
concessions upfront, 
he had to make clear 
his need for U.S. back
ing further down the 

, line. 
Ross counseled 

Olmert not to ask Bush 
for a commitment, but 

The Bush administration asked Israel to post
pone the request in the wake of the devastating 
hurricane season in the southern U.S. Israel has 
yet to resubmit the request; but economic hardc 
ships for many Americans have only intensified, 
~d asking for a West Bank assistance package 10 
tunes the Gaza amount is seen as unlikely at a 
time ~hen gasoline is topping $3 U.S. a gallon in 
the United States. 

David Makovksy, a Washington Institute ana
lyst who recently authored an assessment of 

, Olmert's withdrawal plan, said Olmert could sug
gest "creative burden sharing" with the interna
tional community. European nations, for instance, 
could offer to pay Israel to evacuate settlements 
and ready them for Palestinian use. "Without eco
nomic support and political backing, the bottom 
line is, there is no disengagement," he said. 

Yet Hadley and his deputy, Elliott Abrams, 
made clear in their 40-minute meeting with 
Jewish leaders that now was not the time for 
details. Participants said the meeting was perfunc
tory and more formal than previous meetings, 
which were held around a conference table. 

This time, the Jewish leaders were seated in an 
auditorium and had time only for a few questions 
after a short lecture by Hadley. 

A bill currently under consideration in the U.S. 
House of Representatives would cut off all assis
tance to the Palestinian Authority and severely 
limit humanitarian assistance through non-gov-
ernmental organizations. ' 

The United States has led efforts to isolate the 
Palestinian Authority since the January election of 
Hamas, a terrorist group that rejects Israel's exis
tence. The Bush administration, which so far has 
kept the bill from reaching the full House, report
edly favors greater flexibility on' humanitarian 
assistance and wants Israel to consider using P.A. 
President Mahmoud Abbas, a relative moderate 
who leads Fatah, as a conduit for assistance. 

Three Fatah officials were in Washington two 
weeks ago lobbying for that option, and said Israel 
should negotiate with Abbas and the Palestine 
Liberation Organization, which has no Hamas 
representation. 

Hamas would not obstruct such negotiations, 
said Nabil Amr, a former P.A. cabinet minister 

, ' 
because it desperately needs the help of the more 
experienced Fatah leadership. "Day by day, we 
see and receive messages from Hamas that they 
are not able to run modem institutions and soci
ety," he said. .. 

-, 

: ",: 

-,I 

" 


