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Humor 

Even though we do not 
have to buy tickets to 
go to synagogue on 

Shavuot, it is one of the most 
important of Jewish holidays. 

The .Iighter side of Shavuot sure that she will love her. 
Bingo butta bing! She tells 
Joe that this is the right one. 
Joe platzes when he finds out (though Shavuot is not merely a 'week: holiday) that "dad" can't stand her!) 

Not only did it inspire that award-winning Charlton 
Heston movie (the Ten Commandments), it is the 
holiday that celebrates the most important moment 
of our collective life. That is the moment when we 
became the "chosen" people, by our acceptance of 
the Torah and conversion to Judaism. That was 
some big moment in history! After all of the wars 
against the Jews, the pogroms, and the Holocaust, 
many of us sometimes wish that God would have 
chosen someone else. But in our moments of clari
ty, we realize that it is an honor and a responsibility 
to be chosen as a nation that strives towards priIici
pIes of honor (thy father and especially thy mother), 
love (God), and ethics (treat your neighbor ali you 
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GRAY ACADEMY MEDALISTS 
From left to right: KyJie Bernstein, Gold 
Medal; Eryn Rubenfeld, Governor 
General's Medal; Lauren Tennenhouse, 
Silver Medal. ' 

The Directors of the Winnipeg Board of 
Jewish Education and the Administration and 
staff of Gray Academy of Jewish Education 
extends its heartiest "mazel tov" to the 2006 
graduating class. 

. Milan Ackerman 
Lina Agam 

Alexander Messejnikol' 
Serena Nelko 

Kylie Bernstein 
Alix Billinkofl 
Natan Cramer 
Yuliana Evseel' 
Alexandra Frohlinger 
Jaime Green 
Liat Hassan 
Michal Itzhak 
Maxim Koznechov 
Artyem Kryuchkov 
Leah Leibl 
Federico Lopez Ficher 
Yaffa Ludwig 
Shane Marmel 
Michael Mazor 

Rachel Peters 
Avi Posen 
Arielle Putter 
Igor Puzhevich 
Ohad Rafaeli 
Emily Rose 
Eryn Rubenfeld 
Susan Schipper 
Lara Secord-Haid 
Ilana Shapera 
Lauren Tennenhouse 
Ekaterina Tuzov 
Mara Weinberg 
Aaron Yaffe 
Leanne Zimmer 

GrayAcademy' 
OF JEWISH EDUCATION 

Our Convnunrty, Our family, Our w~ 01 L~e, .c"" ~ .~.~ 

The story of Ruth is also atypical in terms of 
Ruth's love and devotion to Naomi, her mother-in
law (the difference between in-laws and out-laws? 
out-laws are wanted!). It takes amazing women of 
valor to show such love and devotion to one anoth
er - between generations, between cultures, and 
between the lines of the laws (in-law, that is). 

Naomi, at left, with Ruth, wasn't so typical 
for a Jewish mother. 

Lately, there has been much discussion about 
intermarriage and the dilution of our faith and cul
ture. Some of us are even skeptical about marriages 
to converts, although in my experience, it seems that 
most of those who choose to become Jews know 
more about Judaism and practice more devoutly 
than many who us who inherit the title at birth. 
Perhaps we should switch tactics and try to strength
en the lines of lineage by encouraging those who 
have chosen non-Jewish partners to leam about our 
culture and faith, to develop a love for the Torah, and 
to take on the responsibility of passing down the 
inheritance to our children and grandchildren. There 
is a story about Max and Sam, who are walking by 
a church and notice a sign stating that they would be 
paid $1000.00 for their conversion. Max was in -a 
state of financial distress, and he decides that he 
would go in and see what it was all about. When he 
comes out, Sam says "Nu, did you get the 
$1000.007" to which Max replies: "What, is that all 
you people think about?" Okay, so we don't pay 
people to convert to Judaism; but we can make it 
more rewarding for those who choose to be Jewish. 
How? Through acceptance, love, and the kind of 
behavior that both Ruth and Naomi were all about. 

The writer is a Jewish Winnipeg'psychologist and 
humorist. would. want to be treated). 

renewal of the vows we 
took at Sinai. 

On Shavuot, we read 
the Story of Ruth, and it 
really is a big megillah. 
One of the rellsons that 
the story of Ruth is read 
at this time is that like 
those at Sinai, Ruth 
chose to convert to 
Judaism. The story is a 
beautiful saga of love 
and devotion. As the 
story goes, Naomi's 
sons perished and her 
daughter-in-law Ruth, a 
Moabite, chose to stay 
with Naomi on her 
journey home. Naomi, 
the typical Jewish 
mother-in-law, tells 
Ruth to go, and to leave 
the aging Naomi to 
fend for herself (how 
many Jewish mothers 
does it take to screw in 
a lightbulb? None -
Don't vorry daWing, 
I'll just sit in the dark). 
However, Naomi was 
not so typical: she 
accepted Ruth's non
Jewish origins and 
loved her as if she were 
her own daughter. At 
the best of times it is 
difficult for a mother to 
lose her baby to a 
"stranger" (Joe brings 
one woman after anoth-
er home to meet his 
mother; each and every 

Shavuot is a yearly 

Do You or Your Child Experience Anxiety 
at the Dentist's Office? 

Systematic Desensitization for Anxiety is available at 
both the offices of Dr. Cathy Moser & Associates 

as well as at the office of your Dentist 

Dr. Cathy Moser & Associates 
3-1250 Waverley Street 
(Waverley at Buffalo) 

Ph: (204) 477-8555 FAX: (204) 487-4248 

Also Offering the Following Services: 
Psycho-educational Assessment School Consultation 

Short-tem1 Solution Focused 
Marital and Individual Therapy 

Social Skill Development 

Cognitive Behavioural Therapies: 
Anxiety, Depression, Self-Esteem 

Parenting Teens; Treatment for 
Drug and Alcohol Usage 

Parenting Skill Development 
Communication Skill Development 

Coping With Separation/ Divorce 

Clinic~ Hypnosis for Weight Control, 
Smoking Cessation, and Stress Mgrnt. 

Adult Children of Aging Parents: 
Coping With the Stress 

Diagnosis !Treatment of Child & Adult Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder 

* May be Covered by Extended Health Care 

The Laureate® Learning Centre F.A.S.T. Program is Now Being 
Offered on Premises (3-1250 Waverley) 

(The FA-S.T. Read~ng System is a Reading Program that is based 
on current resea~'ch In t~e field of reading, and generally results in 
mm:ked gl:owth ~n readtng development over the course of a short 
penod ~f tnte'!slve tutorials an~ nightly reviews. It is a systematic 
phon~ttc reCfdlllg program that IIlcl~des blending, segmenting and 
phOniC manipulatIOn. The program IS taught by Teachersfrom The 
Laureate® Academy who are trained in teaching individuals with 

. Reading Difficulties) . 
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one is so different from .. . 
mom that she rejects 
them all. Finally, Joe····· 
fmds a woman that is 

Call (204) 47~-8555 to inquire about all programs 
and for Illformatzon about how your insurance coverage 

call be applied 
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just like Ma, and he is 
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