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.. Israeli news 
Focus on issues 

Muslim journalist blames fear for coreligionists' silence on terror 
By DINA KRAFT . 

HERZLIYA, Israel (JTA) - Why is Magdi 
Allam one of only a few prominent Muslims in 
Europe speaking out against Islamic extremism 
and the terrorism it breeds? Walking across the 
tarmac to the helicopter that will take him on an 
aerial tour of Israel, Allam answers: "There's 
only one word. Fear." 

The deputy editor of Corriere Della Sera, 
Italy's largest newspaper, Allam was assigned an 
armed security detail three years ago after Italian 
intelligence authorities uncovered death threats 
against him, allegedly from Hamas and other 
Islamic movements. Since the terror attacks of 
9/11, the Egyptian-born journalist has become 
one of his country's most outspoken voices 
against extremism. 

He has also not been shy about his support for 
IsraeL "Only if we stress Israel's right to exist, 
we shall stress everyone's right to live," Allam, 
54, said in his May 21 speech accepting the pres
tigious Dan David Award for his work fostering 
understanding and tolerance between cultures. 

He shared the $1 million U.S. prize with three 
other journalists: Monica Gonzales of Chile, 
Adam Michnik of Poland and Goenawan 
Mohamad of Indonesia, all of whom risked their 
lives and careers to tell the stories of their coun
tries. He received a standing ovation from the 
audience when he proclaimed, "We are all 
Israelis" and "Am Yisrael Chai." 

Allam, who arrived in Italy when he was 20, is 
nostalgic for the Cairo of his youth, which he 
describes as a multicultural, secular,. hub where 
Europeans, Jews and Egyptians lived together 

. Palestinian terrorist acts, are borne out of the des

Muslim journalist Magdi Allam takes ari aer- , 
ial tour of Israel on May 24, 2006: "Fear" 
keeps fellow Muslims from speaking out 
against Islamic extremism and terrorism, he 
says. Credit: Dina KraftUTA, 

peacefully. His first brush with intolerance came 
at age 15, when he was summoned by the. 
Egyptian secret police because he had been dat
ing a Jewish girl. He had not even realized she 
was Jewish at the time, he said, because the com
munities were so integrated. But following the 
1967 Six-Day War, everything changed, he told 
JTA. 

Allam, with his youthful face and wiry frame, 
. seems at first an unlikely figure to take on the; forces 

of international terrorism. He says he speaks out for 
the good of everyone, inCluding the European 
countries he worries are pandering to extremist 
elements by giving in on key social issues with 
their own growing Muslim communities.'He dis
misses arguments that terrorism, including 

peration of the disempowered. "Terrorism is not 
reactive, there is always'a puppeteer" who uses 
terrorism to wield power, he said. 

On his helicopter trip tracing the route of 
Israel's security fence through the center of the 
country to Jerusalem and then Hying south 
toward the Gaza Strip, Allam looks out the win
dow and takes in the view. The helicopter tour, 
sponsored by The Israel Project, a non-profit 
group cpmmitted to Israel's security "clarif~ed 
for me the importance of security for the JeWIsh 
people," he said. "It explained the necessity ~f 
the security fence. It is now clear that the IsraelIs 

. and Palestinians have failed to build a common 
ground of confidence so we need to have this 
separation." . . 

This visit was Allam's fourth trip to Israel. HIS 
first was in 1988 during the first intifada. 
Looking out at the view over the northern. edge 
of the Gaza Strip, he recalled being attacked 
there by Palestinian youths; He was on assign
ment, traveling with other Italian journalists, 
when Palestinians began pelting their car with 
stones. 

The helicopter landed briefly near the border 
with Gaza, where Allam and other journalists 
were shown areas where homemade rockets are 
being launched into Israel by Palestinian groups. 
He asked questions about the security arrange
ments - the fence that surrounds Gaza and the 
army guard towers positioned nearby. He said he . 
would not be going to Gaza d1,lring this trip. "It's 
dangerous for me to go there," he said, looking 
out at the hazy view of Gaza City in the distance. 

The Voices of Israel 
Top' Israeli singers headlining annual Negev Gala 

By MYRON LOVE 

Ruthi Navon, Yardena Arazi, 
. Margalit Zanani, Ilanit and 

Shlomit Aharon all come 
from different backgrounds. What 
they have in common is a love of 
singing and the five Israeli 
songstresses· will be appearing 
together for the first time ever at this 
year's Negev Gala on Tuesday, June 
13, 2006 at the Centennial Concert 
Hall. 

This world premiere performance 
of five of Israel's leading female 
vocalists is coming to Winnipeg· 
compliments of booking agency 
Rotstein and Eshkoli in conjunction 
with JNF Canada. 

Each of these five singers has given hundreds 
of performances in Israel and around the world 
in venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Royal 
Albert Hall (London) and the Olympia (Paris). 
They have participated not only in internationc 
al and Israeli song festivals, but have also pro
duced numerous CDs. They have appeared on' 
television, in musicals and been the recipients 
of numerous awards. Each one of the singers, 
on her own, is considered a major success. 

At this first performance together, 
Manitobans will be able to enjoy their very 
unique talent. Together and separately, they 
will perform traditional Israeli songs as well as 
international Jewish favorites. The familiar 
songs we all love will be presented in an excit
ing harmony of voices bringing together the 
different ethnic backgrounds of these wonder
ful singers who are at the height of their 
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careers. Their voices are the voices of Israel. 
Each performer will walk us through her per

sonal journey, and will share with us her cul
tural roots and traditions. As a young immi
grant from Brazil, Ilanit made her way to the 
summit of the Israeli music industry and she 
will share with us the hit songs of the 70s, 
which have become known around the world as 
traditional Israeli classics. 

Yardena Arazi was born and raised on a kib
butz. She found her way from the Israeli Youth 
Movement to trendy army bands. Later, she 
developed a very impressive career as a 
soloist. She was Israel's most popular singer 
eight years in a row. ~ the last few years, she 
has divided her time between singing and host
ing one of the most popular morning shows on 
Israeli television, Cafe Telad. 

Margalit Zanani was born to Yemenite par-

ents. Through her music, she will 
feature the traditional Yemenite 
culture. Her music is full of emo
tion and power which will invari
ably touch the soul of her audi
ence. Her repertoire includes 
contemporary as well as tradi
tional Israeli music. Margalit is 
considered one of the most popu
lar singers in Israel today. 

Ruthi Navon grew up as a 
daughter of Israeli diplomats. 
Early in her life, as she traveled 
with her parents, she V,Vas 
exposed to many different cul
tures. She was one ofisrael's first 
pop artists. In the last couple of 
years, she has endeavored to dis

cover her roots in Judaism and has made a 
recent comeback in the performing world. Her 
songs are an interesting blend. of western 
music, flavored with a Jewish influence. 

And for the lucky attendees from last year's 
Negev Gala, you will remember fondly 
Shlomit Aharon as an incredible and unique 
vocalist. She grew up a daughter of Holocaust 
survivors, and brings to the stage an emotional· 
and powerful presence, which has carried her 
through an' illustrious career. This is her second 
visit to Canada. . 

This unique evening will be a pleasure to pre
sent and partake in. The performers will be 
accompanied by five talented musicians, lead 
by Maestro Dror Alexander. Tickets to the 
Negev Gala· are available at all Ticketmaster 
outlets or by calling JNF at the number in the 
ad on page 24 of this issue. 

Israeli news 
Focus on issues 

Drug bust of Americans teens at 
Israeli school still fell at home 

By 
HEILMAN 

URIEL 

JERUS2\LEM 
(JTA) - When three 
American teenagers 
on a study-abroad 
program in Israel 
were arrested on drug 
charges . some two 
months ago, the inci
dent created a major 
stir among parents, 
students and adminis- Students on grounds of the Muss Institute in 
trators from the stu- Hasharon: Students from a Maryland day 
dents' school in the school attending the institute were found with 
United States. about 3.3 pounds of marijuana. 

In the days and 
weeks that followed, after the three 
were released from police custody, 
more than a dozen students left the 
II-week program at the Alexander 
Muss Institute for Israel Education. 
More than half of those who left 
were expelled because of their ties 
to the drug incident; others quit the 
program because they - or their 
parents - felt that the Muss Institute 
no longer embodied the atmos
phere they had sought. 

But the full implications of this 
spring's drug bust - involving the 

.sa~e ,and possession of about 3.3. 
pounds of marijuana by students 
from the Charles E. Smith Jewish 
Day School of Rockville, Md. -
may no(be apparent for years to 
come. If the past is prologue, the 
fallout may affect everything from 
the way Jewish schools in Israel 
and the United States handle drug 
prevention, to enrollment levels in 
Israel study-abroad programs from 
the communities most affected by 
this scandal. . 

School administrators also hope 
the incident will have taught the 
program participants about the con
sequences of drug use. "It just was a 
big wake-up call," said Simcha 
Pearl head of Atlanta's Weber , 
School, which also had high-school 
students at the Muss Institute's pro-
gram. , 

No Weber students were impli
cated in the scandal, though one 
student chose to leave the program 
after the arrests. "How do we beef 
up our education for the kids about 
the effects of engaging in illegal 
substances?" Pearl said. 

If there is a "silver lining" to the 
drug incident at Muss, Pearl said; it 
is that it "may have put the fear of 
God into these teens. Maybe they'll ' 
think twice about engaging in some 
of this stuff." 

Educators in Israel involved in 
overseas study programs say drug 
scandals like the one at the Muss 
Institute could have a lingering 
effect on Israel programs for years 
to come, in part because of the fear 
it generated among parents and 
others. One former staffer at the 
Zionist youth movement Habonim 
Dror said, for example, that a near-

ly decade-old drug scandal at the 
movement's Israel 'program still 
has a significant impact. 

"The effect was massive," said 
the former staffer, who like several 
others requested anonymity due to 
the sensitive nature of the subject. 
"Everyone remembers the headline 
in the paper: 'Habonim Teenagers 
in Ecstasy Row.'" He added: "That, 
from a PR point of view, was very 
damaging, and the damage was felt 
throughout all of the activities of 
the organization for, some might 
say, even up to today.", 

The incident, the staffer 
explained, caused parents to lose . 
faith in the institution. "There has 
to be a very strong element of trust 
between the parents and the organi
zation responsible for that child, 
and a lot of that trust was lost." 
That's why the Muss Institute dealt 
with the incident at the end of 
March so severely; said Chaim 
Fischgrund, headmaster of Muss, 
which is located in Hod Hasharon, 
just,north of Tel Aviv. The three 
students found to be selling the 
marijuana·lmmediatefy,were turned 
over· to the 'police, and. the others 
who were found, to 'have ,used or 
bought the drugs were expelled. 
'!Wehave a zero-tolerance policy 
toward,drugs' . and alcohol," 
Fischgrund said. ,. .. 
. As a· result of the scandal, the 

Weber· School says it will conduct 
an . extensive review of. its drug 
policies this summer, and even 
thou(1h Pearl said he was pleased 
with "'the Muss Institute's handling 
of the situation, he is asking Muss 
to review its drug policies as well. 

In the final analysis, several edu
cators and substance-abuse experts 
say, parents would be naive to 
blame a drug bust on the particular 
program involved. It can happen 
anywhere. "I don't think it's the 
program's fault," said Sharon 
Almougy, head of the Eng~ish
speaking division of the InstItute 
for Youth Leaders from Abroad, 
which is run by the Jewish Agency 
for Israel. "There are cases of cer
tain behaviors that went on before, 
and the kids perhaps think that they 
can go on in Israel as well." 
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Ground troops in Gaza 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Israel sent troops into the Gaza Strip for the first 

time since it withdrew from the territory. Commandos entered northern 
Gaza on May 29 and attacked a Palestinian squad about to launch a rocket 
into Israel. Four suspected terrorists were killed and another five wounded. 
There were no Israeli casualties. Israel had previously relied on its air force 
and navy for operations in Gaza, partly out of concern that a ground oper
ation could bolster Palestinian claims that the coastal strip continues to be 
occupied despite the removal of all 21 settlements and army ba&es there 
last August. 

Two West Bank gunmen killed 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Israeli soldiers killed at least two Palestinian 

gunmen in the West Bank. Troops operating in Nablus fired on ~n arm~d 
fugitive, killing him and wounding one of his comrades. In Kabatlya, a Vil
lage close to Jenin, another gunman died in a clash with troops. There were 
unconfinned reports of a third gunman killed in the West Bank town of 
Anabta. The Israeli military had no immediate comment. 

Olmert, Mubarak to meet 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Israel's Ehud Olmert will meet Egyptian 

President Hosni Mubarak this week. The Prime Minister's Office in 
Jerusalem said the June 4 summit would take place in the Egyptian resort 
of Sharn1 el-Sheik, the site of May 21 talks between Olmert's top two 
deputies and Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas. Egyptia!l 
officials said they expected the meeting to pave the way for a summIt 
between the P.A. president and the Israeli prime minister. 

Iran minister snubs Israel 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Iran's foreign minister denied Israel exists. 

Asked about Israeli calls for economic sanctions on Iran, Manouchehr 
Mottaki said May 30: "What country is that? There is no su~h countr~." 
The Iranian foreign minister, who was attend1l1g a conference 111 MalaYSIa, 
also played down speculation that the United States coul? atta~k Iran t? 
stop its nuclear program. "They can't. The United States IS not 111 a POSI
tion to impose another crisis on taxpayers," he said. 

. .. . Hamas Jerusa\emites given notice 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Israel threatened to revoke the resi?ency.ri?hts 

of four Hamas officials living in eastern Jerusalem. Intenor Mmlster 
Ronnie Bar-On said May 29 he gave the three Palestinian Autho.rity l?w
makers and a cabinet minister a month in which to renounce theIr radical 
Islamic group. Otherwise, Bar-On said, the four would no longer be con
sidered Israeli residents and could be expelled from Jerusalem. Israel 
decided to move againsJ Palestinians in the Israeli capital who identify with 
Hamas after a Tel Aviv suicide bombing in April. . 

Man held for helping Hamas 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Israeli forces arrested a visitor from Britain ~us

pected of helping fund Hamas. The Pakistani-b0f!1 man, 36, was t,aken I~to 
custody earlier this month and admitted to workmg for an. IslamiC ~hanty 
in Britain that backs the Palestinian terrorist group, the Shm Bet Said May 
29. According to the Israeli security agency, he also said he had contacts 
with Hamas in Jordan. The detainee was to be deported last week. 

. ... Haniyeh's daughter briefly arrested 
. ! JERUSALEM (JTA) - A'daughter of the Palestinian Aut?ority prim~ 
minister was arrested in Israel. Hawla Haniyeh, whose lather Ismail 
Haniyeh is the top Hamas pOli,tician .and baJ~n.ed from e.nt.ering the Jewish 
state was arrested May 29 while trymg to VISit a PalestulIan held at Eshel 
Pris~n in Beersheba. The 17-year-old had tried to pass herself off as t~e 
iillnate's sister, using a forged birth certificate. Sh~ was t~en to the Shm 
Bet for interrogation, butreturned t? the ~aza Stn~ when It em~rged t~at 
the prison visit did not have .a terrOrIst m?l1ve: T.he, m~nate, who IS servmg 
a IS-year sentence for securIty offenses, IS the girl s fIance. 

Jerusalem compensates gays, lesbians 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - The Jerusalem Municipality was ordered t? p~y 

out $70,000 U.S. to the city's gay and lesbian center. Jerusalem Dlstnct 
Court on May 29 found in favor of a petition fil~d against Cit,Y Hall by the 
Jerusalem Open House, which had been depnved of fundmg from the 
municipal cultural chest since 2003. The petitioners were also award~d 
$5,200 U.S. in court ~osts. Gay and l~sbian activists.have b~en at.~dd~ w~th 
the Jerusalem Municipality before, given Mayor Un LupolJanski s mu;glV
ings over the annual Gay Pride Parade in the city. 

Cancer patients call off strike 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - A hunger strike by Israeli cancer patients was 

called off after the government agreed to boost state-funded .tr~atment. 
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert on May 29 ordered some $75 ITIllhon U.S. 
added to the 2006 "health basket" of medications covered by the state. The 
funding meant a reprieve for Israeli colon-cancer sufferers who until now 
have had to pay thousands of shekels a month for some of their treatments. 
Several patients had set up camp outside the Knesset more than two weeks 
ago and went on a hunger strike in protest. 


