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News analysis , 

A Fatah-~amas showdown could scuttle Olmert's plans 
By LESLIE SUSSER 

. , 

clear the way for 
ending the 
Palestinians' 
diplomatic isola
tion and freeing 
the flow of 
much-needed 
international 
funds. Those 

JERUSALEM 
(JTA) - Three and a 
half months after fun-' 
damentalists swept to 
power ,'in the 
Palestinian elections, 
the Islamicist Hamas 
and the secular Fatah 
were on the brink of a , 
major showdown this 
week that could have 
far-reaching implica
tions for Israel and the 
government's plans for 
a "unilateral withdrawal 
from Palestinian terri
tory. 

P~lestinian Authority President Mahmoud 
Abbas, right, hands an 'official nomination 
document to Prime Minister Ismail Haniyeh 
for the formation of Haniyeh's new Hamas 
government in Gaza City, February 21, 2006. 
Credit: PPOIBP IMagesllTA, 

Palestinian Authority 
President Mahmoud Abbas 

funds 
blocked 
wake 

. were 
in the. 

of the 
Hamas govern
ment's refusal to 
recognize Israel, 
accept previous 
Isr,aeli-' 

. of Fatah seized the initiative 
in mid-May, by backing .'1(. 
call by Palestinian prisoners 
for a Palestinian state along 
the pre-1967 borders with 
Isra,el. In doing so; he forced 
Hamas to face up to the chal-

lenge of recognizing Israel 
or losing power. Abbas' 
move also opened up the 
possibility of international 
pressure on Israel to negoti
ate on the basis of those bor
ders. 

Abbas' move could also 

Palestinian agreements and 
renounce terror. 

But while the Fatah 
leader's 1l11tJative could 
break the diplomatic logjam, 
it is fraught with danger. 
Fighting between small 
groups of Hamas anel Fatah 

militants on' the streets of 
.Gaza shows signs of intensi
fying. Both sides have mobi
lized large forces il) Gaza 
and the West Bank, and 
some Palestinian observers 
are predicting civil war. 
Abbas' call in late May for a 
national referendum on the 
prisoners' document pushed 
the sides closer to the brink. 

Yet despite the mounting 
tension, the Fatah-Hamas 
confrontation could still play 
itself out politically. On June 
6, Abbas was supposed to set 
a date for the referendum, 
but the Fatah executive 
deferred the deadline for 
agreement on the prisoners' 
document for a "few days," 
ostensibly to give the sides 
more time to negotiate. But 
the move was seen as an 
(Cont. on page 23. See 
"Fatah-Hamas show
down".) 

Book burial in HSBA Cemetery a ~sign of respect' 
By MARTIN ZEILIG 
. Although Shea 
Garber was properly 
reverential during the 
geniza, or book burial, 
at the Hebrew Sick 
Benefit ' Association 
Cemetery on June 6th, 
the Grade 7 student at 
the' Gray Academy of 
Jewish Education did 
make an observation. 

"It's very ceremonial' 
and respectful," Garber' 
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Some books about to be buried. Photo by G, 

t 'h e 1', e 
before they 
c 0 u I d 
receive a 
proper 
cemetery 
burial, it 
being for
bidden to 
throw. 
away writ
ings con
taining the 

Abramowitz, 

, . ' 

said. "You don't want 
to talk, just respect the 
books and God's name. 
But, maybe, if there 
was a Jewish orphan
age or library, they 
could be re-used.'~ 

name of 
God 
even per
sonal let
ters and 
legal con
tracts 

RENA BORODITSKY and Rabbi 
Henry Balser: "People do have a lot 
of books and religious objects, and 
there is a need for them to dispose of 
them properly," said Boroditsky, 
executive 'director of Chesed Shel 

Fellow student, 
c 0 u I d Emes. Photo by Marlill Zeilig, 

Yavniel Field, 
expressed similar com
ments. 

"I like the idea of 
burying books because 
it shows respect for 

open with 
an invocation of 
God. But in prac
tice, genizot also 
contained writings 
of a secular nature. 

"We initiated it 
and organized it as a 
community ser-' 
vice," Rena 
BQroditsky, execu
tive director of the 

what's writte," he said SHEA GARBER (left) and Yavniel Field 
while casually search- at the book burial: "Maybe if there was a 
ing through one of the Jewish orphanage or library" they could 

,numerous cardboard be re-used," Garber said of the discarded 
boxes bursting with old books. Photo by Martill Zeilig. 
Jewish books and some non-profit Jewish. 

funeral home, said of the 
burial, adding that the previ~ 
ous one, took place at the 
same cemetery two years 

'religious relics just before while the plot was donated 
they were dumped - along by the Hebrew Sick. 
with a yellowed copy of The The geniza, according to 
Jewish Post & News - into a Wikpedia, "the free encyclo1 

large pit at the northeast end pedia," is the storeroom· or 
of the cemetery. "We study depository in a synagogue, 
some of these books in usually specifically for \ 
school." worn-out Hebrew-language 

The burial was sponsored books and papers on reli-
by the Chesed Shel Emes, gious topics that were stored 

ago. 
"People do have a lot of 

books and religious objects, 
and there is a need for them 
to dispose of them properly.' 
It's an ongoing community 

need." 
She noted that the Sharon 

Home sent 900 pounds of 
religious books. 

This is done everywhere, 
explained Boroditsky. 

"We are the People of the 
Book because it is through 
them that the doors are 
opened to our people's past 
and to the beauty of Jewish , 
life," said Rabbi Henry 
Balser, spiritual leader of 
Congregation Etz Chayim. 
"When we drop a book 
which contains God's name, 
we kiss it as a sign of " 
respect. We learn that books ' .. 
are almost living beings and 
should be treated as we' 
(Cont. on page 3.· See 
"Book burial".) 
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