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Can~dian Jewish news 

No evidence terror suspects targeted Jewish institutions 
By PAUL LUNGEN 

TORONTO - Senior officials with two Jewish 
organizations were told that there was no indica
tion the 17 alleged Islamic terrorist arrested in 
Ontario over the weekend were considering 
Jewish targets. 

However, two terrorism experts suggested the 
Jewish community should be concerned about 
the alleged homegrown terrorism plot, since 
Islamic extremists often include Jews on their hit 
list. 

, Islamic ideology." 
Harris, director of the international 

terrorist intelligence program at INSIG
NIS Strategic Research, said Islamic 
radicals have previously considered 
striking Jewish targets. Ahmed Ressam, 
the millennium bomber whose plot to 
bomb the Los Angeles airport was 
foiled by a U.S. border guard, was part 
of a terrorist cell "that discussed striking 
Jewish-related targets in Montreal," 
Harris said. Leo Adler, director of national affairs for the 

Canadian office of the Simon Wiesenthal Center, 
said he participated in ,an RCMP briefing in 
which it was made clear that "there has been no 
Jewi~h target." Authorities investigating the ter
ror plot found "nothing regarding Jews specifi
cally. The target was not a synagogue or a Jewish 
community centre or anything like that," he said. 

Relatives of the accused arrive at a Brampton, 
Ontario courthouse. 

A Jewish school library in Montreal 
was firebombed by people motivated by 
extremist Islamic fundamentalism, he 

The briefing took place at a meeting of the 
Cross-Cultural Roundtable on National Security, 
a multicultural group established 11/2 years ago 
to assess the Anti-Terrorism Act, which has been 
incorporated into the Criminal Code. The 15-
member cross-cultural group was meeting in 
Ottawa when the June 3 weekend arrests were 
announced, and the' group was briefed by the 
RCMP for more than an hour. The roundtable 
group was told there were no indications Jews or 
Jewish institutions were targeted. The RCMP 
official also discounted reports that the TTC or 
the Parliament Buildings were on the terrorists' 
hit list, Adler added. 

police and the Ontario Provincial Police have 
assured us there was no particular Jewish com
munity target on these individuals' lists. 
Obviously, the Jewish community is as con
cerned as are' all other Canadians about safety of 
our community and protecting public buildings." 

More than 400 police and intelligence agents 
were involved in the arrests of 17 Islamic terror
ism suspects - 12 men and five youths who can
not be identified - alleging they had plotted 
attacks in southern Ontario using bombs made 
with a chemical fertilizer. 

Police seized material that could be used for a 
bomb, including a cellphone wired to a possible 
detonating device and camouflage clothes. 
Media reports suggested the suspects had trained 
in remote locations north of Toronto. 

Canadian Jewish Congress President Ed 
Morgan said, "Our contacts within Toronto 

Although police officials have been quiet as to 
possible targets, media reports suggested that the 
Toronto Stock Exchange, the Toronto headquar-
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"These individuals 

were allegedly intent 
on committing acts of 
terrorism against their 
own country and their 
own people," said 

The Rose and Max Rady Jewish Community Centre Is a not-for-profit community agency offering state of the 
art fitness facilities. We provide a broad range of programs and services to meet the needs of our members, 
the Jewish community,and the cQmmunity at large, Our programs serve all age groups, are accessible to 
people of all abilities and provide an array of cultural, social, educational, health, fitness and recreational 
opportunities, 

Jewish Life and Learning Program Coordinator . 

The Rady JCC has an exciting opportunity for an experienced Jewish communal professional to grow our 
Jewish life and learning programs, A creative programmer with a strong background in Judaic studies, you will 
take the Rady JCC's programs to the next level by developing and implementing Innovative programs that 
enhance the cultural identity of our members and the community, . 

This newly created position will: 
• Manage the Florence Melton Adult Mini-School 
• Design and maintain a dynamic Jewish and holiday atmosphere throughout the JCC 
• Implement Judaic content into Rady JCC programs, activities and special events 
• Develop and coordinate cultural, educational and social programs Including Jewish 

leaming opportunities for people of all ages, Jewish holiday celebrations, family activities, 
special events and programs of Jewish Interest. 

• Direct program delivery 

The ideal candidate brings: 
• Exceptional Interpersonal skills and experience working with volunteers, committees 

and community organizations 
• Strong knowledge of the Jewish community, culture and traditions 
• Wide-ranging programming experience 
• Ability to be flexible, take Initiative and develop Innovative and successful Jewish programming 
• Relevant post secondary education and a minimum of two years experience 

preferably in Judaic/Cultural programming 

This position Is part-time 20 hours per week with flexible daytime working hours, 
which may Include occasional weekend and evening shifts. 

Interested individuals should submit resumes with salary expectations by June 28, 2006 to 
Program Director 
Rose and Max Rady Jewish Community Centre 
6100-123 Doncaster Street 
Winnipeg, MB R3N 2B3 
Fax: 477-7530 
Email: tbarr@aspercampus.mb.ca 
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Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper. 
"Canada is not 
immune to the threat 
of terrorism." 

Media reports noted 
Al Qaeda leader 
Osama bin Laden had 
singled out Canada, 
along with the United 
States, Britain, 
Australia and Spain, 
as a possible target. 

While there was no 
indication Jews were 
specifically targeted 
by the suspects, ter
rorism expert David 
Harris suggested Jews 
should be concerned 
by the evidence of a 
possible homegrown 
terrorist group. 

"Any time you have 
an Islamic radical 
threat, one of the first 
targets is inevitably 
Jewish people," he 
said. "The dehuman
ization of Jews has 
been an important ele
ment in radical 

added. 
Harris, who recently joined the Canadian 

Coalition for Democracies as senior fellow for 
national security, said the Jewish community 
must ensure the physical security of its institu
tions, and "Jews should agitate like crazy [for 
Canada] to take control of its nearly out-of-con
trol immigration system. 

About 250,000 immigrants and refugees are 
admitted each year, and there is no realistic way 
to provide a security screening for all of them, he 
said. 

American tenorism expert Steven Emerson, 
executive director of the Investigative Project, 
an organization that studies terrorism, said "there 
is no evidence the [17 suspects] were targeting 
Jewish institutions, but the Jewish community 
like all other Canadian communities should be 
concerned." 

Jews could have been killed in a random 
attack, he said, adding, "There is always the 
potential for terrorists to consider Jewish institu
tions along with other targets." 

In the United States after 9/11, the Portland 
Seven "were considering targeting Jewish 
schools," and last summer, Islamic militants 
were arrested for plotting attacks against Los 
Angeles synagogues, Emerson stated. 

Emerson said the Ontario arrests could change 
the way Canada is perceived in connection to 
terrorism. "Even the United States conventional
ly thought of Canada as a way station, not as a 
target. This has changed the way people see it." 

Canada, he concluded, now is home to "a crit
ical mass of jihadists" - people who share the 
bin Laden mindset, but who are probably acting 
on their own. 

Reprinted 'with permission, Canadian Jewish 
News. 

Historic $50 million 
donation to VJA Federation 
TORONTO - Less than a month after 

Canada's finance minister James Flaherty 
encouraged donations to Canadian charities by 
eliminating the capital gains tax on gifts of pub
lic securities, prominent Toronto businessman 
Larry Tanenbaum and his wife Judy have donat
ed one of the largest' gifts in Canadian history to 
a community foundation. 

The recipient of the $50-million Larry & Judy 
Tanenbaum Family Endowment Fund - provid
ed through stock donations - is the Jewish 
Foundation of Greater Toronto, the endowment 
arm of UJA Federation of Greater Toronto, the 
city's main Jewish community organization and 
North America's third-largest North American 
Jewish federation in terms of annual dollars 
raised. 

Reprinted with permission, Canadian Jewish 
News. . 
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·U.S. Jewish news 
News analysis . ' 

Will Bush's appeal to religious right on 
gay marriage ~ackfire among Jews? 

By RON KAMP~AS 
WASHINGTON 

(JTA) - It's a familiar 
calculus in the rela
tionship between the 
Jewish community 
and the Bush adminis
tration: a social issue 
that divides the coun
try 50-50 has the 
Jewish community'· 
split 75-25 against 
where President Bush 
stands. 

procedural vote, when 
the Senate voted 49-48 
to reject debate on the 
issue. Even if it had 
com~ to the floor, it had 
virtually no chance of 
passing. Constitutional 
amendments need 67 
of the 100 Senate votes 
to pass. 

Proponents pledged 
to revive the amend
ment after the con
gressional elections in 
November. That made 
it a, wiIHvin for Bush 
in his effort to keep 
evangelical conserva-

On June 5, Bush 
strongly endorsed the 
federal marriage 
amendment to the 
U.S. constitution, 

A Jewish man marries his partner in a civil 
ceremony at San Francisco City Hall in 2004. 
Credit: Plloto courtesy j, tile Jewish news weekly of 
Narthem CaliJamia. tives on board ahead 

of the November midtenn congressional elec
tions. The reasoning is that the amendment will 
still resonate with the Republicans' conservative 
base five months from now, but will likely have 
disappeared from the memories of social moder
ates who may lean Republican for other reasons. 

which would effectively ban gay marriage. 
'.'Marriage is the most fundamental institution of 
civilization, and it should not be redefined by 
activist judges," Bush said after meeting with 
supporters of the constitutional amendment. 

He was referring to the 2004 decision by the 
Massachusetts Supreme Court to recognize Same

. sex marriages. The bill was defeated June 7 in a 
However, Jewish Republicans, who have been 

trying to lure Jews away from their solid 3-to-l 

Muslim candidate for Congress 
tries to shake Nation of Islam past 

. By DAVID J. SILVERMAN 
WASHINGTON (JTA) - A 

Minnesota Democrat is taking a 
Jewish detour in his bid to become 
,the first Muslim elected to the U.S. 
Congress. Keit~ Ellison, the party
backed candidate in a heavily 
Democratic Minneapolis district, 
seems to be in a strong position to 
win a seat in the U.S. House of 
Representatives in November. He 
would replace Martin Sabo, a retir
ing Democrat with a solid pro
Israel record who has held the seat 
since 1978. 

Ellison's major obstacle to mak
ing history could be his association 
a decade ago with the Nation of 
Islam, led by the Rev. Louis 
Fanakhan, notorious for his anti
Jewish statements. Ellison, 42, is 
making a strong effort to put· his 
past behind him. 

"Young people get into things at 
certain times in their lives that they 
think will be helpful to their com
munity," Ellison told JTA in a tele
phone interview. "I should have 
examined the message of Mr. 
Farrakhan closer." 

In a May 28 letter to Stephen 
Silberfarb, director of the Jewish 
Community Relations Council of 
Minnesota and the Dakotas, Ellison 
expressed regret for his fonner par
ticipation in the Nation of Islam. 
Among other things, he helped 
raise funds for the 1995 Million 
Man March on Washington, and 
once reportedly appeared at a fund
raiser with Khalid Muhammad, a 
Farrakhan deputy known for some 
of the most virulent anti-Jewish 
rhetoric in the Nation of Islam. 

"I did not adequately scrutinize 
the positions and statements of the 
Nation of Islam, Louis Farrakhan 
and Khalid Muhammad," he wrote 
of his affiliation with the Nation of 
.Islam, which he said lasted for 
about 18 months in the mid-1990s. 
"I wrongly dismissed concerns that 
they were anti-Semitic. They were 
and are anti-Semitic and I should 
have come to that conclusion earli
er than I did." 

Silberfarb said Ellison's apolo
gies might not be enough for some 
Jews, who revile Farrakhan for 
calling Judaism a "gutter religion" 
and describing Jews as the pre-emi
nent oppressors of people of color. 
"It's not going to be monolithic,': 
Silberfarb told JTA. "Some will 
give him another cluUlce, and oth
ers will say, 'Once a Nation of 
Islam, always a Nation of Islam.'" 

The Minnesota race is important 
for the Democrats because Sabo's 
retirement announcement took 
many by surprise, and Democrats 
need to preserve every seat they 
can if they hope to win back the 
House in November. 

Ellison maintainl'> that he does not 
harbor any anti-Semitic or racist 
beliefs. "I saw in the Nation of 
Islam, and specifically the Million 
Man March, an effort to promote 
African-American self-sufficiency, 
personal responsibility and com
munity economic development," he 
said in the letter. Ellison's letter 
attracted much local media scruti
ny. Ellison told JTA he wrote the 
letter "to reassure ffiends and allies 
that the person they have come to 
know is really who I am." 

support for 
Democrats, might 
have .been dealt a 
blow, at least accord
ing to the amend
ment's opponents. 
"It's unclear to me 
how the Republican 
Party will gain ground 
in the Jewish commu
nity by bringing forth 
a centerpiece of the 
religious right's agen
da," said Mark 
Pelavin, associate 
director of the Refonn 
movement's Religious 
Action Center. "For a 
large section of the 
Jewish community, 
this is an issue of fun
damental rights and 
they will be watching 
closely to sec how 
their senators vote." 

The Reform and 
Re cons truc t i oni s t 
movements oppose 
. the amendment. A 
committee· of the 
Conservative move
ment's congregational 
aml was considering 
it last week, and 
Orthodox groups sup
port it. 

The most recent 
polling on the issue, 
by Gallup, found 50 
per cent of Americans 
in favor of the amend
ment and 47 per cent 
opposed. A 2004 
American Jewish 
Committee survey of 
American Jews found 
24 per cent in favor 
and 74 per cent 
opposed. 

Nazi war criminal Adolf Eichmann stands 
trial in Jerusalem in 1961 . with no help from 
the CIA, who knew of his whereabouts as 
early as 1958, according to newly declassified 
documents. Credit: GPO. 

DeClassified documents shed 
new light on U.S. relations 
with fornler Nazi criminals 

By RON KAMPEAS 
WASHINGTON (JTA) - A former Nazi rose 

to the highest ranks of a Western intelligence 
agency - and was a Soviet mole. A lead to Adolf 
Eichmann was ignored. A spy whose pathologi
cal lies made him uselesl'>, but who still escaped 
prosecution for war crimes. 

These are among the revelations found among 
some 8 million pages of documents released 
here June 6 that deal with German and Japanese 
war crimes, including 27,000 pages that detail 
the relationship after World War II between U.S. 
government agencies and suspected Nazis war 
criminals. The message threading the documents 
was clear: The price one pays for consorting 
with evil men far outweighs the return. 

"Using very bad people can have very bad 
consequepces," Elizabeth Holtzman, a former 
U.S. congresswoman and a member of the 
Interagency Working Group that. released the 
documents, said at a news conference June 6 at 
the National Archives. The group was estab
lished in 1999 to declassify rooms full of docu
ments related to Nazi war crimes. The mandate 
was later extended to Japanese war crimes. 

There is a pointed message as well for a 
United States cUlTently at war with a terrorist 
enemy, speakers said. Conl'>idering hu~nan rights 
issues in recruiting spies "may not only be the 
right thing to do, but the wise thing, to do," 
Holtzman said. "We may want to understand this 
as a nation before we plunge ahead to repeat the 
mistakes of the past." 

Last week's release of documents came eight 
years after the U.S. Congress passed a law, the 
Nazi War Crimes Disclosure Act, requiring 
agencies to provide the information. Among 
other things, it was intended to paint a full pic
ture of U.S. involvement with ex-Nazis after the 
war. 

Four historians who examined the documents 
outlined cases in which the active U.S. and 
Western recruitment of fonner Nazis was ques
tionable at best and .disastrous at worst. 

One of the most outstanding failures, outlined 
by historian Norman Gada of Ohio University, 
was Heinz Felfe, an SS officer who rose through 
the ranks of West Germany's Gehlen organiza
tion to become its counterintelligence chief in 
1955. The Gehlen organization, an anti-Soviet 
spy agency headed by Richard Gehlen, a fonner 
German general during World War II, was a 
magnet for ex-Nazis who wanted U.S. sanction; 
the organization was sponsored by the United 
States. 

Felfe was exposed as a Soviet spy in 1961, but 
not before he had done considerable damage, 
some revealed for the first time in the papers 
released June 6. 
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