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People' 

eaMt~7~ 
To my family and friends. 

Thank you for your cards, donations 
and support extended to me 

during my recent surgeries and 
ongoing convalescence. 

With much appreciation 
Gladys Love 

CUSTOM JEWELLERY 
DESIGNS 

• 1 Day Repairs 
· Name Pendants 
· Chai's & Mezzuzot 
· Diamonds & Gold 
· Movado . Tag· Bulova 
· Watch Repairs 

CALL OR VISIT 

=~. «t CELVffERYO$ 
194 Osborne St. 949-0715 

JewiSH PoST & NEIJlS 

deadline for 
news & 

advertising: 
Friday, 

noon for the 
following 

week's issue 

For community events 
music and entertainment tune in to: 

. "THE JEWISH HOUR" 
on 

CIUS 
81O~'AM 

Every Sunday 1:30 - 2:30 PM 

HAVE A PROBLEM? CALL 

t}tt JtUJ'$}t }tMNOrmMN 
Rec-room & Interior Construction/Renovations 
Plumbing . Minor Electrical 

• General Repairs • Custom Log Furniture 

Call Larry S. Hochman 
@ 338-9527 
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Old family home in Lithuania Iittlechaitgedfrom 100 
years ago, Arky Berkal discovers on roots journey 

, Sophie Berkal-Sarbit continuing her route to stardom. 

A
lthough . the 
old expression. 
may be that 

you can't go home 
again, Cantor Arky 
Berkal has discovered 
that that is not neces
sarily the case when it 
comes to his family's 
longago home in the 
northern Lithuanian 
shtetl of Uzpol (pro
nounced Ujpol). 

OUR LlTILE SHTETL 

MYRON LOVE 

The former Berkal home in Uzpaliai 
and Cantor Arky Berkal (inset, bot
tom right): His father and his Uncle 
Louis were born there. Photo by Cantor 
Arky Berka/. 

On a recent trip back to his family's origins, he found that the old 
home where his late father, Abe, and his wellknown uncle, Cantor 
and Rabbi Louis Berkal grew up, is still standing and still in use. 

"Uncle Louis used to talk about 
sleeping on top of the stove in the 
winters," Arky Berkal says. "We 
saw the stove. It had pillows and 
blankets on top of it. But they 
were so high up, I don't know' 
how he would have gotten up 
there." 

Arky and his wife, Bev, both 
enthusiastic genealogists, set off 
for a seven-day tour of Lithuania 
on May 3. They stopped over en 
route in Zurich, where they spent 
Shabbat and then carried on to 
Vilnius via Vienna. Vilnius, the 
Lithuanian capital, served as 
their home base while they visit
ed Uzpaliai and other nearby 
shtetls about 150 kilometres to 
the north in the company of a 
Jewish guide and translator -
Regina Kopelovitch - and a dri
ver. 

"We were looking for a long 
house with three chimneys and 
we found it," Berkal says. "My 
great-grandparents lived in one 
side of the house and my grand
parents and'their children lived in 
the other half. Uncle Louis 
recalls how he and his brothers 
would help their zaida and baba." 
Arky'~ zaida and baba had four 

children in Uzj:>aliai. In 1914, the 
Jews of Uzpaliai were expelled 
and the Berkal family moved to 
Sinferopol in the Crimea, where 
Arky's baba died of cholera. 

. After the war, the family moved 
back to Uzpaliai, where Zaida 

. Berkal remarried. His second 
wife had two children from a pre
vious marriage and the entire 

The cemetery in Svedasi. A very large cemetery obviously 
intended for generations and generations. Only a very small 
part was used before the Holocaust. The walls were about 
two feet deep and surrounded the entire cemetery. A great 
deal of effort was put into constructing these walls. Photo 
slIpplied by Cantor Arky Berkal. 

blended family lived in the long C '. house . . emetery photo showmg some of the stones in Uzpaliai. 

O . f th t triki· fi Photo supplied by Cantor Arky Berkal ne 0 e mos s ng ea- . 
tures about seeing the old family house was the The pre-war ~ewish popUlation in the town 
continued use of wood. burning for heat in the ~as about 500, Berkal reports. Today, there is a 
house and others in the town. One result is an sm~le. Jewish woman still living in the place. 
omnipresent smell of charcoal and a layer of Comcldentally, herfamily were neighbors ofthe 
black soot over everything. (Cont. on. page 7. See "People".) 
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(Cont. from page 6.) 

Berkals. 
Arky and Bev were 

also able with the help 
of their multilingual 
guide to find an older 
local fellow who· . 
could tell them about 
the former Jewish 
community. He had 
also known Arky's 
zaida's brother-in-law' 
who had operated an 
inn in town. 

(Arky's mother, 
Hilda, is also from 
Uzpaliai. She and her 
husband were first 
cousins.) 

In the cemetery, 
Arky and Bev were Horse and cart of the type commonly seen on the roads and in the vil-
able to locate his lages. Photo supplied by Calltor Arf..y Berkal. 

great-grandparents' Manitoba 
graves and his great great grandfather's stone. S e 11 i 0 r 
"The cemetery is in surprising good condition," H i g h 
he says. "It's fairly clean, especially the front S c h 0 0 1 
part; and the lettering on the stones are still read- H 0 nor 
able." . . Band at 

Berkal was impressed by the scenic wooded Old Market 
rolling countryside. He was also surprised to se~ Square. 
horse-drawn ploughs in the fields and fanners Later this 
still planting potatoes by hand..... month, she 
" In Vilnius (the formerVilna) - which is a city will be in 
Qf about 600,000 people, the Berkals davened on Toronto for 
Shabbas atthe city's only synagogue. Arky was f h .e 
iJ}~itedro l~~dthe mus:afserv~ce(th~second 1?ar.t':Downtown 
'9tthe Shabbas morning :s~rv.ice ).",; . ....' "<16 rein t 0 

~,lt's a beautiful synagogue in the old style, J a·z·z 
with wooden benches with high backs and stands F,e s t i va 1 
,on the backs of the pews for the books," he says. performing SOPHIE BERKAL-SARBIT: 

A number of jazz gigs this "Th~pink andbluedome is beautiful and the'ark . at Nathan . ' '" .' ~-;,. .. -
ls,~f!1ate. . . :".: ' ;, .. :(,:P hill i P summer. 

; Of cou!~e, a~ a longtnhe.chazan, Ber~al ~s'pe-. : Sq~are. Next month, she is appearing at the 
clallY:::lpP.~~8!N~4 th.~,f,;",onderfulacousW::s,o· Can~~stGlobal Jazz Concert with Walle Larson 
"There w~,}):6:rn,i8~~6P~Mg~~p~t~i7~!.?ld ~e~:~t ..•. and~ic:~Boughton. At the end of the mo~th, it's 
I had never sou.nded beft~r.:.",;.> :0:" . : •.. '..'. backto Toronto for the Beaches Jazz Festival In 

What struck Berkal asstr~hge wasthe'LitYak . August, she will be singing at the Lyric The~tre 
manner of pronouncing the letter "shin" as on two occasions - the first time with the Walle 
"seen". "It was the first time that I had been Larson Big Band, the second time with the Ron 
exposed to that," he says. Paley Big Band. She will likely be going to 

Among the other highlights of the Berkals' Toronto to produce an album very shortly as 
visit to Vilna was a stop at the grave of the famed well. 
Vilna Gaon, where Arky recited an "El Moleh 
Rachamim" prayer. He did the same when he 
and Bev were taken to Parnar, the pits just out
side Vilna, where the Nazis slaughtered 100,000 
Jews. 

"The train goes by Parnar," Arky said. "The' 
sound of the trains, we were told, muffled the 
sounds of the machine gun fire and the cries and 
screams. 

"My voice broke several times while I was 
reciting the prayer." 

The 'Berkals also visited a .second Nazi killing 
field near theshtetl of Rokiskis, where 3,000 
Jews were murdered. . 

Arky and Bev took· about 400 photos of the 
cemeteries they visited as well as pictures in 
Uzpaliai. They .~e going to be forwarding the 
photos to another descendant of Uzpaliai who 
has a website devoted to the former community. 

"We are thinking of creating our own website;" 
Arkysays.·· . . 

* * * 
Sophie Berkal-Sarbit" Rabbi Louis Berkal's 

granddaughter, is continuing on her way to inter
national stardom. The 14-year-old songstress has 
a number of jazz gigs coming up this summer. 
On June 18, she was invited to perfonn at the 
Winnipeg Jazz Festival as the vocalist for the 

* * * 

. AVIELAH BARCLAY talks to ,Gray 
. Academy students about being a sofer . 

Avielah Barclay is a rarity in the Jewish reli
gious world. She is a full time sofer - or scribe -
an occupation which has always been a male 
preserve. 

"There are rabbinical writings that state that 
nothing in Halakhah proscribes Orthodox 
women from being sofers," says the Vancouver
based Barclay who was at the Gray Academy of 
Jewish Education a couple of weeks ago to 
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demonstrate her craft to the students. She also 
taught a session at Congregation Shaarey Zedek. 

She began her own training eight years ago. "It 
was something I always wanted to do," she says. 
"I was inspired by Fiddler on the Roof when I 
was a child." 

She found a sofer who would teach her and 
who certified her three years ago. "I have written 
quite a few Megillat Esthers and mezzuzot," she 
says. "There is a majority opinion that it's kosher 
for women to write Megillat Esthers. Esther was 
reputed to have written the first one herself." 

Barclay has also repaired some sefer Torahs 
and written part of a sefer Torah. But she notes 
that she is still having a hard time being accept
ed in most Orthodox circles. 
~he says that she enjoys sharing her abilities 

With others. She has trained two other women to 
write megillot. 

The writer is a Jerl'ish Winnipeg freelanceI'. 

Plaque unveiling in 
honor of Joseph Zuken 

Abronze plaque in memory of Joseph 
Zuken, a longtini.e Winnipecr City 
Councilor and School Board n~ember . ' 

Will be unveiled on Canada Day, Saturday July 
1, at the Ross House Museum in Joe Zuken 
Heritage Park (between Sutherland and Euclid 
in Point Douglas) beginning at 11 a.m., fol
lowed by a performance of excerpts from the 
musical, "Strike" and a free barbecue. 

This event is being sponsored by the 
Manitoba Historical Society, (which operates 
the Ross·House Museum), in association with 
the Joseph Zuken Memorial Association. 

The plaque will be unveiled by Lieutenant 
Governor John Harvard and by Clara Zuken, 
Joe's widow. Prof. Wm. Neville, who served 
on the city council with Zuken will give a 
memorial ilddress about his colleague and 
friend . 

Zuken was known as one of Winnipeg's most 
effective and controversial civic politicians. He 
was often attacked for "radical ideas" but many 
of his proposals came to fmition, including free 
textbooks for school children, kindergarten, 
and increased public housing. 

Celebrate 
Canada Day 

Plaque unveiling at 11 a.m. 
Live excerpts from 

Danny.Schur's musical "Strike" 
Free BBQ 

140 Meade Street North 
(Sutherland Ave. at Euclid) 

Ross House Museum 
Joe Zuken Heritage P!,rk 

Free p.nking available at Euclid at Maple 
between Austin and Maple 


