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ANew Life 

Devaluation of Argentine currency spurred couple's move to Winnipeg 
City's 'vibrant Jewish community' helped draw them here 

Debora Figowy and her husband of four 
years, Gonzalo Mayan, moved here from 
Buenos Aires in September 2003. He 

worked there for EDS, a computer company, and 
continues to do so here. This interview was con
ducted only with Debora, as Gonzalo was not 
available at the time. 

Debora, who has a B.A. in psychology, worked 
for five years in the AMIA (Associacion mutual 
israel ita-argentina), serving the Jewish commu
nity. Although it is like our North American 
JCC's in some ways, it's not exactly the same. It 
originally began as a "chevra kadisha", to take 
care of Jewish burials, but gradually expanded to 
include educational, ·culLural; and social welfare 
departments and to become the main Jewish 
organization in Argentina. Debora worked for 
the "va' ad hakehilot" and was in touch with all 

. the small Jewish communities in the provinces. 
Since her arrival in Winnipeg, she has worked 

at the Rady Jewish Community Centre in a suc
cession of jobs. She started out as an Israeli 
dance program assistant, went on to run a pro
gram called "Shabbat shalom for fun" for the 
children's department, and worked as a support 
worker for the foster care department at Jewish 
Child and Family Services. 

One summer, she worked in the day camp; the 
following summer, she was assistant coordinator 
of the Folklorama pavilion. When that ended, 
she became a part-time assistant for the Cultural 
Arts Program and recently assumed the full-time 
position of Cultural Arts & Aclult Services 
Program Coordinator. Among the events that she 
will coordinate are Music and Mavens, the 
Jewish Film Festival, Jewish Book Fair, Yiddish 
Film Festival and the Jazz Series. There arc also 
courses for adults, including Hebrew, Spanish, 
bellydancing and others. 

How did Debora and Gonzalo first hear about 
Winnipeg? Interestingly, it was through 
Debora's work at the AMIA. Unusual calls that 
no one else could answer, or calls in English or 
Hcbrew, were directed to her. One of these 
callers stated, "I want to move to Winnipeg. 
What do I have to do?" As Debora had never 
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DEBORA FIGOWY in her office at the Rady 
Centre: She and ·her husband like the fact 
that Winnipeg is a "small city." plioto by Chal1a 
Thau, 

heard of Winnipeg, she went to the Internet to 
check. 

She and Gonzalo began to research their 
options in 2002, following the major financial 
crisis in Argentina, in whieh the government 
drastically devalued the cunency and froze bank 
accounts. "I was furious," she remembers. The 
little she had earned and saved to that point in 
her life vanished, Her mother was not as upset, 
saying, 'This happens in Argentina every 10 
years, so get used to it." But Debora said, "No, 

this is not going to 
happen to me again." 

Her brother and' his 
wife had moved to 
Barcelona, something 
many Argentineans 
are doing. She and 
Gonzalo looked at 
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moving to Spain, but they did not like it. First of 
all, there was no legal way to do it, and they felt 
there was an anti-Semitic undertone in the soci
ety. They also looked at Australia and New 
Zealand as options, but decided they were too far 
away. . 

They ultimately chose Canada, where there is 
an immigration program in place - "You come 
and you have your SIN that allows you to work, 
and you have your health coverage." Also, 
Gonzalo had family in Ontario who encouraged 
them. Originally, they planned to 1TIove to the 
Toronto area, but once they heard of Winnipeg 
and made their exploratory trip, they decided to 
come here. 

When Debora and Gonzalo first arrived here, 
there were no big shocks, although "it is a shock 
- just to move and be in a different place with a 
different language," she says. They both came 
with a good basis in English, and attended some 
language courses initially. 

The first year was like a honeymoon f9r them: 
"We were very happy. You see all the positive 
things. In time you also see the negative things. 
It's like when you fall in love." They have made 
friends with native-born Canadians, 
Argentineans and Israclis. They met the Israeli 
friends with whom they are close when both 
couples were buying puppies from a breeder. 
Since their dogs are sisters, they started to see 
each other and soon became friends. 

What do they like about Winnipeg? Debora 
says they like that it is "a small city, so people 
are more calm and friendly." She feels that while 
Toronto is ,1 nice city, "being an immigrant in a 
very big, aggressive city is not easy." Also, here 
"everything is affordable". They appreciate that 
after a year, they were able to buy a house and a 
car, things they were not able to do in Argentina. 
They were impressed that earlier arrivals from 
Argentina had bought homes and were quite set
tled. "I love Winnipeg in summer, not winter," 
she adds. Although Gonzalo is not crazy about 
winter, he knows how to ski and has learned to 
skate. Debora concludes, "We also like the fact 
that there is a vibrant, active Jewish community. 
You lose part of your identity, but at least you 
have (the community). The Jewish part is part of 
Illy identity too." 

The writer is a prq{essiollal personal historian, 
specializing ill helping people write their life sto
ries. ff you know of any Jewish immigrants to 
Winnipeg in the past decade willing to be inter
viewed in this "A New Life" feature, please e
mail Thall at c!Janathau@shaw.ca 
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IS PLANNING A PUBLICATION ON THE HISTORY OF JEWS IN MANITOBA. 

THE JHCWC WILL REQUIRE A RESEARCH ASSISTANT FOR THE MONTHS OF JULY AND AUGUST TO 
WORK WITH THE HISTORY OF JEWS PUBLICATION COMMITTEE AND THE GENERAL EDITOR TO CON

DUCT ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEWS, DEVELOP A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF RESEARCH MATERIALS, AND 
CARRY OUT OTHER DUTIES AS ASSIGNED. 

THIS IS AN IDEAL POSITION FOR A UNIVERSITY STUDENT (PREFERABLY WITH A MAJOR IN HISTORY 
OR OTHER HUMANITIES DISCIPLINE) WHO WILL EITHER BE GOING BACK TO SCHOOL OR HAS 

RECENTLY GRADUATED. AN UNDERSTANDING AND APPREClAnON OF THE HISTORY OF THE JEWISH 
COMMUNITY WOULD BE AN ASSET. SALARY IS NEGOTIABLE. DEADLINE FOR APPLYING IS JUNE. 30. 
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Sports news 

Pete Rose regrets unrosy past at Y Sports Dinner 
Baseball legend candid in speech to admiring crowd 

near-capacity crowd at the 34th Annual 
"Y" Sports Dinner on the first Monday in 
June at the Winnipeg Convention Centre 

came to worship .at the shrine of headline speak
er Pete Rose. 

He was neither a saint 
THE SPORTING TOUCH nor a deity throughout 

his 28 years in baseball, 
including four as a 
manager. But· few 

By played the game with as 
much passion as the 
now-notorious gent, 
who was known as 

HARVEY ROSEN Charlie Hustle. 
In my humble opin

ion, as a lifelong fan of the great American pas- . 
time, he was incomparable. No single player had 
an arsenal like he did, and could beat you in so 
many ways. 

Had the lifetime .303 hitter, who holds the 
major-league record of 4,256 hits, not had a crav
ing for betting, especially on baseball, he would 
long ago have joined other legends of the game in 
the Baseball Hall of Fame. 

If the daring base-running gazelle with the 
mentality of a fullback had come clean, when 
irrefutable evidence of his addiction surfaced, he 
might have eventually been tr.eated with some 
leniency. 

He chose instead to lie, and incuned the wrath 
of those with higher moral conviCtions. Rose has 
since 'fessed up, and it was a somewhat repentant 
version of the banished baseball icon that we all 
heard from the podium. . 

How long did Pete speak? As long as you want
ed him to. Nobody ever played in more major 
league games than Rose, and no other speaker at 
a Y dinner ever spoke at such length. It was an 
intense need on Pete's part to be heard, and the 
dinner guests were more than willing to learn 
more about the notorious baseball legend. What 
soon developed between speaker and audience 
was a classic example of a close relationship. 

Following his prepared presentation, Rose 
invited questions from the admiring throng. Early 
on, it became abundantly clear that Jewish 

. Commissioner of Baseball, Bud Selig, is defi
nitely not going to receive a Chanukah carcl from 
Peter Edward Rose. Rose still seems to consider 
baseball's head honcho a first-class enemy, stub
bornly blocking his entrance to baseball's hal
lowed hall. 

Rose shared with the audience that his fIrst 
major-league hit was a triple. How ironic that 
was, since running the bases with such reckless 
abandon followed by a head-first slide would 
come to typify his hustling style of play through
out his sterling career .. 

Pete also informed us who the most outstand
ing players in the game were when he played. 
Not surprisingly, the best catcher ever was 
Johnny Bench, the most talented second sacker, 
Joe Morgan. Third baseman Mike Schmidt was 

. the best he had ever played against. His toughest 
battles at the plate were against Juan Marichel 
and the top RBI man Tony Perez. Although he 
batted fairly well against Sandy Koufax, he noted 
that the Jewish pitcher had few peers. 

"Manager Sparky Anderson was the best I've 
ever been around and played for," he said. "He 
was tops at how to treat players, and he knew 

h t " everyone on t e eam. 
Rose believes "that kids today have to spend 

more time in the minors in order to really learn 
the game, and they don't enjoy it as much. There 
is no emotion. You look into the dugouts today, 
and they all look as if their moms just died," he 

PETE ROSE in a recent picture (above) and 
in his heyday (below). 

stated with 
conviction. 

Rose was in 
a class by 
himself, and 
he knows it. "I 
have five 
fewer records 
than Frank 
Sinatra," he 
said. 

Times and 
values are 
changing .and 
for what it's 
worth, I sug-

• I,,, 

gest that Pete . 
will eventually be immortalized in Cooperstown .. 
He'd get my vote anytime over the likes of a 
Barry Bonds, Mark McGwire, or Rafael 
Palmeiro, all of whom have been linked to the 
use of steroids; 

As for the natural 
Rose, he was in no 
way artificial. If any
thing, he was authen
tic to a fault. 
POST PATTER: 

The Idy and Max 
Nusgart Memorial 
Award for Jewish 
Athlete of the Year 
went to fencer 
Maxwell Steams, #1 
ranked in Canada for 
Under-17 Men's 
Sabre. 

Comedian Alonzo 
Bodden (Last Comic 
Standing NBC) was 
probably the best 
comedian the "Y 
Dinner" has attracted 
to date. To wit: "When 
Ben Johnson won the 
gold medal, he was 
Canadian. WhEm he 
got caught cheating, 
suddenly he's a 
Jamaican." 

\ 

50-50 draw. When he came up to collect, he 
promptly donated $500 of the prize back to the Y. 

Young Zach Raizman, who sang "O'Canada" 
and "Hatikvah" at the dinner, drew a loud ova
tion for his fIne singing. 

Maccabi hockey team winners· were, in A 
Division, the Silver Knights and in the B 
Division, Dorchester Developments. Heart and 
Soul Awards went to Ian Cramer of the Knights 
and Adam Gutkin of Danali. 

Jim Daly was honored this year for his gener
ous work in our sports community, and a fine 
intra given by Mayor Sam Katz. 

Pete Rose was introduced by veteran broad
caster Bob Picken. 

The l+Titer, a .lelvish Willllipegger. is a former 
school teacher, alld covers j()ot/Jall alld hockey 
fm' Canadian Press and Broadcast Nell'S. 

Keep in toltch with Sporting TOltch. Send 111'11'.1' 

ahollT Jewish ,Iports to Harvey Rosell. 360 Scotia 
Street, Winnipeg. Man .. R2\1 IW7, ('-II/ail: 
harv360@mts.net 
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Ron Barsky 
G~!1lf:r(lIIHalll.lger 

1765 Sargent Ave. 
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Tel: (204) U.9-CAIlS (2277) 
Fux: (204) 775-3771 
Cd: (204) 77\-5936 

Em,,;l: YtlII."nmwr(i~"".,·.11l!1 
Corner of Sargent & King Edward 

Come s.ee us for all your automotIve needs 

JERRY'S CONCRETE WORKS 
• Specializing in residential concrete 

• 31 years experience 
• references available • two year warrranty 

. • interest free financing 
~ ° also stamped and exposed aggregate 
~ • bonded & insured • free estimates 

• seniors discounts • no deposit required 

Call Jerry 661-4444 
www.jerrysconcrete.com 

Discoverthe Rady JCC with a 
3-month trial membership! 
Come in and enjoy the benefits 
of the Rady JCc. We offer: 

• State of the art 
fitness facilities 

• Famil~-friendly 
aquatics centre 

• Indoorwalkingl 
jogging track 

• Group Fitness 
Classes 

• Cultural programs 
• Activities forthe 

whole family 
Applies to new memberships only. 

Our expert staff will be happy to design a 
work-out program that is right for you! 
Call 477-7510 or 
visit our web site at wwworadyjcc.com 

Earl Barish was the 
win11er of the $1800, 

ltilllU Jewish Community Centre 123 Doncaster Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba 


