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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT: 

Doer honored " . 
at JNF Negev. 

··.Gala 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

Other speakers at 
the gala also praised 
Doer. 

Rami Kleinmann; 
JNF Israel.Einissary, 
said Doer shows his 
"friendship,generosi
ty and support (for 
JNF and Israel) not 
behind the scenes, but 
clearly and loudly, in 
front of everybody." 

Mayor Sam Katz 
confided that he and 
his staff use a lot of 
"acronyms". 

"We have an 
acronym, as well, 
'GN' 'Gitteh 

Rut h i 
Navon: 

Neshomeh' (good 
soul) for the premier 
of Manitoba, Gary 

"The Voices of Israel" perform. From left: Margalit Zanani, Shlomit 
Aharon, Ruthi Navon, I1anit, and Yardeni Arazi. ' .. ,' ' . 

Shlomi.t 
Aharon, 
I Ian it, 
Yardena 
Arazi and 
Margalit 
Zanani, are 
each indi
vidual stars 
on the 
Israeli 
musical 
scene. Each 
has a deep, 
resonant 
voice, and 
when they 
san g 
together, 
their har
mo n i e s 
w ere 
achingly 
beautiful. 

JLANIT, who grew up in Brazil, 
.~ingsand dances a samba. 

The 
g r 0 u p 
began with 

a long, deeply moving 
rendition of "Aveenu 
Malkaynu" .' ("Our· 
Father, our King"), 
one of the. most, 

Doer.", '.:-:' "";";;:<",' . '/,' .c:' ..... ,'. 
Bob Silver, co-owner 20f: the 'Winnipeg' Free'-' 

Press, was master of ceremonies for the evemn:g .. 
with Nathan Jacobson, aWinnipeg-born intenia- . 
tional businessman and philanthropist. 

"I thank Gary Doer for all he's done for this 
province, and continues to do for this province," 
said Silver" a.lsoowner of Western Glove Works, 
''It's;unpossible to turn down an invitation to 

~'~' .• -':;'"~' ,'-;:::-~-' .. ,-~"'';'-i·'{i'"'~':·"'-!:'~'''~· . ",' ", " " '. 

cha~pion the co~ectioh between Manitoba ana' 
'" '"l,I':" 

qJ!" "WI'" c 

J.~~ 
~. Ii • ~, '. 

, ..... ~:J ,.. ,_ .. .... . '~ .. --~' ' .. :' / .. 

Israel that's based on 
science, technology, 
research and econom
ic development," he 
said of his role at the 
gala. 

Jacobson expressed 
admiration for Doer, 
too. He also praised, 
to audience applause, 

. ,. "-..,. '~ .~.~~:~(~~.-!-;. !,:\'(- ' .(" \:"--'~ 
-\ 4'INNCrtG·~:.r ....... ··.·;· ... ::.(,~;." ': .'.,'. . 
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The Rose and Max Rady Jewish Community Centre is a'IiQJ:,~~r~p@.firc.Qinfuunity agency offering slate of tile 
art fitness facilities. We provide a broad range of programs aiid'~e!:y'Jces:w meet tile needs of our members, 
the Jewish community, and tile community at large. Our programS"serve all age groups, are accessible to 
.people of all abilities and provide an array of cultural, SOCial, educational, health, fitness and recreational 
opportunities. 

Jewish life and Learning Program Coordinator 

The Rady JCC has an exciting opportunity for an experienced Jewish communal professional to grow our 
Jewish life and leaming programs. A creative programmer witll a strong background in Judaic studies. you will 
take tile Rady JCC's programs to the next level by developing and implementing Innovative programs tIlat 
enhance tile cultural identity of our members and the community. 

This newly created position will: 
• Manage tile Florence Mellon Adult Mini-School 
• Design and maintain a dynamic Jewish and holiday atmosphere throughout the JCC 
• Impiement Judaic content inlo Rady JCC programs, activities and special events 
• Develop and coordinate cultural, educational and social programs including Jewish 

leamlng opportunities for people of ali ages, Jewish holiday celebrations, family activities, 
special events and programs of Jewish interest. 

• Direcl program delivery 

The ideal candidate brings: 
• Exceptional Interpersonal skills and experience working with volunteers, committees 

and community organizations 
• Strong knowledge of tile Jewish community, culture and traditions 
• Wide-ranging programming experience 
• Ability to be flexible. take initiative and develop Innovative and successful Jewish programming 
• Relevant post secondary education and a minimum of two years experience 

preferably in Judaic/Cultural programming 

This position is part·time 20 hours per week witll flexible daytime working hours, 
which may Include occasional weekend and evening shifts. 

Interested IndivIduals should submit resumes with sallllY expectations by June 28, 2006 to 
Program Director 
Rose and Max Rady Jewish Community Centre 
B1 00-123 Doncaster Street 
Winnipeg, MB R3N 2B3 
Fax: 477-7530 
Email: tbarr@aspercampus.mb.ca 

famous Hebrew 
prayers set to music. 

The singers then 
took turns doing solo 
performances, often" 
alternating between 
Hebrew and English 
hit songs, including 

.. . ASPER, Moshe . " ,: chair of fastpaced . in spira- . 
Canadian Jewish Congress' board' of gover- tional numbers and 
nors (second from right) and Koby Brosh, tunes from Broadway 
Israel's consul-general (at far right) clap musicals. 
along to a song. Many of the 

Hebrew songs 
his "friend", Pat 
Martin, NDP MP for 
Winnipeg North 
Centre, for Martin's 
public criticism of the 
Ontario branch of the 
Canadian Union of 
Public Employees 
(CUPE), which May 
27 called for a boycott 
of Israeli products and 
services - criticism 
Doer echoed in his 
speech. 

Out-of-town digni
taries attending the 
gala included Moshe 
Ronen, Toronto-based 
chair of the board of 
governors of 
Canadian Jewish 
Congress, and Koby 
Brosh, Toronto-based 
Israeli consul-general 
for Ontario and 
Western Canada. 

FIVE TOP 
ISRAELI SINGERS 

The evening's con
cert featured "The 
Voices of Israel" -
five top female Israeli 
singers who often got 
the audience clapping 
along and cheering. 

The . performers, 

expressed passionate devotion to the Jewish state 
at a time when it's again under increasing attack. 
"Ayn lee eretz acheret," went one soulful num
ber. ("I have no other country.") 

Ilanit, who grew up in Brazil, and returned 
home to Israel, did an electrifying samba num
ber, singing and dancing to whoops of approval 
from the crowd. 

''I'm. a mixture of Sephardi and Ashkenazi," 
she saId later, referring to the terms for Jews 
from Arab countries and Europe. "From here to 
here, I'm Ashkenazi," she joked, gesturing from 
her head to her hips. From her hips on down, she 
added, ''I'm Moroccan". 

Bill Wallace, a member of the internationally
famous Guess Who band that started in 
Winnipeg, joined Yardena Arazi and the Voice of 
Israel's talented musicians on electric guitar for 
several English-language hit songs that also 
brought down the house. 
~~galit Zanani, although of Yemenite Jewish 

ongm, belted out a spectacular version of "Mein 
Yiddishe Mammeh" in Yiddish with the crowd . . " smgmg along. . 

Shlomit Aharon, who performed at a previous 
~ Negev Gala here, offered a stunningly beau
tIful performance of "Memory" from the musical 
"Cats", among other selections. . 

The five got the crowd almost ecstatic, as they 
got e,:ery~ne singing and toe-tapping along to 
the dizzymgly fast Israeli folksong, "Ayeel, 
Ayeel, Bayn Karnayim". 

The group concluded with a beautifully har
monized, passionate singing of "Hatikvah", as 
the. ~rowd joined in, ending one of the most 
thril.llOg concerts in Winnipeg Jewish communi
ty hIstory. 

1 , . . 

, , 

I : 

, 
, ! 

I , 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT: 

• 

H oloCQust survivor 'sgrandson 
pens play about Keegstra. 

'Eckville' places second in province-wide playwriting contest 
By MATT BELLAN 

oseph Tritt is the 
grandson of 
Winnipeg 

olocaust survivor 
Barbara Goszer. 

He remembers her 
own accounts 'of her:, 
experiences, and the.' 
deaths of her immedi
ately family and rela
tives. 

So when Miriam 
Bronstein, his Grade 9 
Gray Academy of 
Jewish Education 
drama teacher, last 
year invited students 
to write plays on top
ics of their choice, 
Tritt settled on Jim 
Keegstra. 

Keegstra was a 
Eckville, Alberta high' 
school teacher from 
the early 1970s to 
December, 1982. He 
was fired from his job 
after some parents 
complained about the 
Holocaust denial and 
extreme . anti
semitism he'd been 
teaching for years in 
his social studies 
classes. 

Universi· 
ty of 
Winni
peg stu
d en t s 
perform 
in' ·a 
scene 
from,' 
"Eck· 
ville" at " 
the 
MTC 
Wa re
h ourse 
Theatre 
June 9. 

Tritt staged his play, "Eckville", 
about Keegstra's teaching, and stu
dents' reactions, . at Gray 
Academy's Holocaust assembly 
last year. 

Now a University of Winnipeg 
Collegiate Grade 10 student, he 
saw it staged again June 9 and 10 at 
the MTC Warehouse Theatre, in the 
final round of the Manitoba 
Association of Playwrights' annual 
high school playwriting competi
tion. Tritt was one of five finalists 
out of about 20 in the contest, 
where U of W Collegiate students 
performed "Eckville"; he came in 
second in the finals, with the audi
ence voting to determine the rank 
order. 

JOSEPH TRITT: "I want to 
write musicals." 

notes on Keegstra's teaching, and 
he's shocked by their contents, like 
the phrase: "Jews will come out of 
their holes when no one is watch-
. " 109 ... 

"I want to get good grades," the 
other students explains. 

Brian also learns Keegstra physi
cally abuses students, and punishes 
a student who does proper research 
about Jews, using an encylopedia, 
by giving her a failing grade. 

Ultimately, a number of students 
decide to tell their parents about 
Keegstra, leading to his downfall. 

The play is generally exciting to 
watch, but the final scene is a bit 
weak and inconclusive. 

Wednesday, June 21, 2006, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS 13 

From left: Phyllis Dana as "Golde", Lil Frohlich as "Chava", Menorah 
Waldman as "Tzitel" and Roz Usiskin as "Hodel" in the Edith 
Kimelman production of "De Fidlerke Untern Dach" - aka "Tevye's 
Desperate Women" at the Gwen Secter Centre on June 8, 2006. Photo 
by Sue Slrklov. 

This fiddler under the roof 
All-Yiddish musical draws laughs at Gwen Secter Centre 

,', Review by ARNOLD 
"; ROSS" . .." 

. " Excited as I was 
, to be assigned 

to cover a pre-
sentation of "Fiddler 
on the Roof', I soon 
discovered that it was 
"De ;F'iqlerke Untet;n, 
Dach" (female fiddler 
under the roof) subti
tled "Tevye's 
Desperate Women ... " 
directed, revised and 
adapted for Winnipeg 
by Edith Kimelman. It 
happened June 8th at 
the Gwen Secter 
Creative Living 
Centre and the room 
was fuller than the fire 
marshal would have 
allowed! 

Another scene from the musical, with Phyllis . 
Dana as "Golde", standing and "reading" in 
the forefront. Photo by Sue Slrklov. 

Phyllis Dana as 
"Golde" led the way, 
Cates as "Yente" Lil , 

with Luba 
Frolich as 

"Chava", Menorah Waldman (don't 
you just love that name) as "Tzitel" 
and Roz Usisken as "Hodel". The 
only men to be found were in the 
audience. 

Rachel Fink was the piano 
accompanist, and a good one, at 
~hat! 

mance of Matchmaker. Best of the 
night vocally was Phyllis Dana's 
rendition of "If I were a rich 
(wo)man". 

"Eckville", a script about a half
hour long set in the present, starts 
with a stranger coming to Eckville, 
a town of 800. 

He drops into the local restaurant, 
and engages the waitress in conver
sation, after recalling that Eckville 
was wher~ Keegstra taught, 
decades earlier. 

Tritt freely admits he had some 
help with his original script - one of 
the rewards of being in the play- . 
writing competition. 

Some of the Vinnipeg Shtick I 
picked up on included references to 
our mosquito population, Dufferin 
Avenue, where "Tevye" lived, and 
Selkirk Avenue, where "Lazar 
Wolfe" had his butcher shop. 
Apparently "Motel" shopped at 
Jacob Crawleys and Peter Nygarts. 

Jeanette Block, representing the 
Women's Reading Circle, said how 
pleased her mother would be to 
know of the renewed interest in 
Yiddish. The group is also involved 
in completing limited translations 
of short stories written in Yiddish 
by women, that have never been 
translated before. "Yiddish, once 
seen as a language of oppressi~n is 
having a resurgence in Israel and 
other countries around the world," 
she said. 

The waitress shares her own 
memories of Keegstra's teaching, 
and the play flashes back to the 
early 1980s. 

"Brian" (Paul Madziak), a new 
student from Toronto who later 
confides he's Jewish, has Keegstra 
as a teacher. He quickly becomes 
disgusted with Keegstra's teaching 
about Jews, derived from 
Keegstra's own "research". 

Brian borrows another student's 

"I was granted the privilege of 
working with Bruce McManus, a 
local playwright/dramaturge, who 
helped me rewrite the play several 
times .... The plot is intact, but the 
text is of a much higher calibre 

" now .... 
Tritt, son of Sharon Goszer Tritt 

and Steven Tritt, earlier made his 
mark in Winnipeg's Jewish com
munity as a gifted pianist and com
poser. 

As for his longterm plans, he 
hopes to combine that ability with 
his playwriting talent: "I want to 
write musicals." 

Following a lovely dinner, the 
production began on time after a 
half dozen introductory welcomes 
by important people from the 
Yiddish language groups who were 
gathered for their wind-up event. 

Then as promised (6:30 p.m.) the 
cast arrived, led by Phyllis Dana 
singing the melodic favorite 
"Sabbath Candles". Roz Usiskin, 
Menorah Waldman and Lil Frolich 
blended voices in a solid perfor-

You can be certain that this group 
will be back bigger and better next 
year. Why not? With the support 
they were given, who would blame 
them! 

It is usually so much work to get 
a production up and running that 
two performances are better than 
one ... perhaps next year, separate 
the performance from the dinner 
and set up chairs and a small stage 
area: Take it seriously. 

The writer is a 'retired public . 
school teacher and a visual artist. 


