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CommunitY-"'riews 

Winnipeg supporters: Rabbi Lesserson 'will be missed' 
Founder 0/ Aish HaTorah movement here praised/or his outreilch,/undraising skills 

By MATT BELLAN 
As far as Rhonda Spivak is concerned,' 

Rabbi Shimon Lesserson's six years here 
have been "a big success".' ' 

Founder of the Aish HaTorah branch in' 
Winnipeg, he raised enough money not· 
only to support his own family, but the 
faniily of his assistant, and to provide 
meaningful programs here on Judaism. 

The key to Lesserson's success was that 
he was able to convince enough people in 
"leadership positions" in the community 
to support his programs financially, says, . 
Spivak, a visual artist and Winnipeg 
Jewish lawyer. 

~. He also raised' enough money to open 
an Aish centre in the Tuxedo Shopping . 
Centre last November, and "that's not 
cheap," Spivak adds. 

Lesserson's classes on Judaism were 
"very, very good," Spivak adds. 

For her, and her husband, Dr. Stephen 
Corne, Lesserson sparked "renewed inter
est in Judaism" and "we learned a lot." 

RABBI SHIMON LESSER
SON: He and his wife, 
Sarah, decided to move 
their family to Los Angeles, 
to help their youngest child 
medically. 

RABBI DANIEL KLATZKOW, Lesserson's successor, last Monday 
holding an Aish HaTroah brochure in the Aish Winnipeg centre that 
opened last November in the Tuxedo Park Mall. 

Several other Jewish Winnipeggers 
Lesserson attracted to Aish HaTorah 
echoed her feelings about that New York-born 
rabbi, who left Winnipeg with his wife, Sarah 
and their four children this week for Los 
Angeles. 

"I think he had a special talent to reach out to 
people who weren't necessarily committed to the 
organized Jewish community, and to make them 

feel welcome," says 
Danita Dubinsky
Aziza, an environmen
tal consultant. 

Lesserson made those peope feel "there's a 
comfortable place in Judaism for them." 

He communicated on a level that "people 
could apply to everyday life," Dubinsky-Aziza 
adds. "I thought he was particularly gifted at 
that." 
. Dubinsky-Aziza and her faT\1ily esp~cially 

enjoyed the Sabbat 
weekend family 
retreats Lesserson 
held in Gimli for the 
past three years. 

Another was a 
three-hour program, 
where Lesserson pro
vided a sweeping 
overview of the histo
ry of the Jewish peo
ple. 

A Star of David pendant 
"He's a very good 

educator. He had the 
ability to take that 
information and pack
age the history, to 
make it come alive," II 

. from Celia 15 Jewellery 

DISCOUNT CARD & COUPON BOOK 

doesn1t ex ire until March 31 2007 
*price includes P.S.T and G.S.T. 

.. ~, .. - -- .. ~- - .. -,,,.-.,, "' 
... -: -,.'. ' ~ 

.... __ ..... :....;,. ........ """ ~_;;:.'""''''.:...:;. .. ,;- '""' ._~ "~ • .;. ."c::.:":",o.·--.',-_ ',-"":,"O~-:;:":;; -. '-'c. 

Mmjorie BIankstein 
and her husband, 
Morley, also became 
supporters of 
Lesserson and Aish 
HaTorah. 

"He just came into 
the city, and from 
nowhere, he devel
oped a very vibrant 
group of people," 
Mrs. Blankstein says. 

Lesserson and his 
wife, Sarah, who for 
years held programs 
in their home , 
appealed not only to 
"young families", but 
to "older people," 
welcoming them as 
Jews in a "very wrum" 
way. 

Blankstein, like 
Dubinsky-Aziza, also 
found Lesserson 's' 
three-year program on 

Jewish history very memorable. 
"He had to talk very fast to get it all in. He has 

a delightful sense of humor." 
Marcos Mosnaim and his wife, Yenny,.immi

grants from Chile, became involved in Aish 
HaTorah here because they belonged to the Aish 
HaTorah group in Chile. 

"I've known Rabbi Lesserson for two years," 
Mr. Mosnaim adds. 

He and his wife especially enjoyed the Gimli 
retreats and "the Shabbats at /the Lessersons') 
home." . . 

"We hope things will keep getting better and 
better," adds Mosnaim, a grain trader. But 
Lesserson "will be missed.". , 
. As for Lesserson, himself, he. confirms that 

although he studied at Aish HaTorah. headquar
ters in Jerusalc;m fOl:.eightand a half years after 
grad1:lating from universitY,.aJ1d \\(as Qrdained as 
a rabbi at that Jerusalem centre, he raised "every 
penny" for Aish HaTorah here en his own. 
. "I got a couple of grants from outside the city, 
but 90 per cent was from Winnipeg." 

Asked for the secret of his fundraising, 
Lesserson says: "Basically, people see what we 
were doing for the community, and thought it's a 
good investment for the community. 

"If we Gust) sat around and tried to raise that 
money, it wouldn't have been very successful. 
People saw the programs, and felt they were 
worth supporting.". ' . 

Lesserson feels the Gimli Shabbat retreats had 
the most impact. 

"People experienced an entire family Shabbat. 
That's not something that's very easy to do in 
Winnipeg." 

The Lessersons are leaving to help their 
youngest child, a baby with some physical 
"developmental" problems. 

"We thought it would be' better to have the 
~edical resources available in Los Angeles," the 
city Mrs. Lesserson comes from. 

Lesserson isn't sure what he'll do for a living 
in Los Angeles. 

But he's optimistic about the future of Aish 
HaTorah here under Rabbi Daniel Klatzkow. 

The Lessersons' fondest memories of their six 
years here are of "the people we met here,and 
the friends we've made here. That's what we'll 
remember. " 

Correction 
Pa~ ~artin, NDP MP for Winnipeg Centre, 

was lllCOlTectly identified as.MP for "Winnipeg 
North Centre" in last week's story in The Jewish 
Post & News about the JNFNegev Gala . 
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Community news 

Significant decline in business cited for Bathurst Street Market closing 
City's only fully kosher grocery closing at end of July 

By MYRON LOVE 
Bathurst Street 

Market, Winnipeg's 
only fully kosher gro
cery store, is closing 
at the end of JUly.· 
Bathurst's re~taurant, 
the Downstairs 
Delicatessen, ceases 
operations at the end 
of the day (June 30). 

• 
. ,,' 

"We decided to 
close because ofa' 
measurable decline in .. 
business," says· 
Bathurst spokesper
son Rocky Kravetsky. 
"While we looked 
into moving south, it 
would. have required 
a significant invest

The Bathurst Street Market: Ceasing operations at the end of July 
because of "a measurable decline in business," says spokesperson 
Rocky Kravetsky. Phoro by Myron Love. 

ment. We also detennined that there is little or no 
demand in south Winnipeg for what we offer. An 
appreciable number of people are buying their 
kosher products out of town. 

Kravetsky says that keeping Bathurst going 
has always been a struggle. "Our family has put 
hundreds of thousands of dollars into supporting 
the business," he notes. "Some years, we held 
our own. Some years, we didn't. But you can 
only go about beating your head against a brick 
wall for so long." 

Bathurst was the descendant of Eliyohu's - a 
kosher grocery store which was operated by 
Rabbi Eliyohu Simmonds (Kravetsky's brother
in-law) and his family (with the help of the larg
er Kravetsky family) on McGregor. Simmonds 
and his brother-in-law (and Rocky's younger 
brother) Jack Kravetsky (recently returned from 
Toronto at that time) opened Bathurst and the 
deli at Main Street at McAdam in 1994 - under 
the endorsement of Rabbi Avraham Altein. 
~'We felt that there was a need for a larger 

kosher supermarket with a, deli counter and' 

Note to readers 
When pictures with photo captions, stories and 

other announcements appear in boxes, that indicates 
the material inside the box is paid for. Stories with 
headlines in a typestyle other than the one used for 
standard news stories (samples of standard news 
headlines appear with all stories on page 1) are also 
partly or fully paid for. 

Notice to organizations, pUblicists 
The Jewish Post & News now is charging for pub

licity about upcoming events running in this newspa
per. 

• Anyone running a display ad at least "business 
card size" (2 columns wide by 2 inches deep) publi
cizing a Jewish organizational upcoming event will 
be entitled to up to the equivalent amount of editor
ial space free every time the ad runs. 

• Announcements of synagogue service times run 
for free, but are subject to editing for length. 

• All publicity about upcoming events submitted 
for publication must include the names and address
es of the individuals authorizing publication, for 
billing purposes. 

• All news releases and announcements published 
in The Jewish Post & News are subject to editing, 
and all references to ticket prices, admission charges 
and phone numbers will be deleted, unless the items 
are authorized to run at the full display advertising 
rate. 

• All news and advertising should be in our office 
by noon, Friday, for the following week's paper. 

• We can't be responsible for the delivery time of 
the paper. You may wish to run your publicity or ad 
at least two weeks i.n advance of the event. 

restaurant," Rocky Kravetsky says. "We were 
trying to provide a. worthwhile service to the 
community. We gave Jewish organizations dis
counts. We never asked for nor received any 
subsidies from the community." 

Two and a half years ago, Jack Kravetsky left 
Bathurst and moved back to Toronto, Eliyohu 
cut back on his involvement over the past few 
years as his work on behalf of OU (Orthodox 
Union, a kashrut overseer) took more of his 
time. Jack and Rocky's brother, Mark, and 
Esther Eni had been managing the business for 
the past couple of years. 

Rocky Kravetsky reports that a number of 
people have called to express their unhappiness 
at Bathurst's closing. "We have had some won
derful supporters," he says. "But there's just not 
enough business." 

He notes that Winnipeg's Va ad Ha'ir is mak
ing strides in raising the level of kashrut in the 
city. "The reason we opened in the fIrst place 

Lisa Cohen, Chai 
dance 
schools 
merge 

The Lisa Cohen School of Dance and the Chai 
School of Performing Arts have merged to 
become the Lisa Cohen Chai School of 
Performing Arts. 

'The merger is a joint venture of the Rose and 
Max Rady Jewish Community Centre and Chai 
Folk Arts Council Inc. 

Younger students, up to and including children 
in Grade 6, will study at the Rady Centre. 

Students in Grade 7 and older will continue 
studying at Chai's rehearsal studios at 531 Notre 
Dame. 

The change will mean "younger kids will 
come to a more suitable location," explained 
Gayle Waxman, Rady Centre executive director. 

Madeleine Kettner, one of Chai's most senior 
dancers and experienced Israeli dance teachers, 
will be artistic director of the new school, with 
classes starting in October. 

It will include instruction in "Israeli hip hop", 
and "tap",. among many other dance styles, 
Waxman said. David Cohen will chair the new 
institution, named partly for his and his wife, 
Maurene's late daughter, Lisa. 

"I expect it will be a really exciting program," 
Waxman said. 

For more information about classes at The 
Lisa Cohen Chai School of Performing Arts, call 
the Rady Centre or the Chai Folk Ensemble 
office. Registration is available starting now. 

was because we weren't satisfied with the level 
of kashrut here," he says. "If the vaad continues 
along this path, there may be no need for 
Bathurst any more anyway." 

Don Aronovitch, the president of the vaad, was 
disappointed to learn of Bathurst's closing. 
"Bathurst played rul importrult role in the Jewish 

. community," he says. "This is a real loss to the 
community. 

"I don't like to see any kosher facilities clos
ing. In a perfect world, I would like to see a 
dozen Bathursts open to serve our Jewish com
niunity." 
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FACT OF THE WEEK 

Week 8 

DID YOU KNOW? 
That 232,000 Jewish 
elderly in the former 
Soviet Union are needy 
and require aid? About 
half are Holocaust 
survivors who receive $260 
US a year in assistance. The 
others receive $150 worth of 
services annually via 
federations. Through 
Operation Promise, which. 
extends such services to the 
world's poorest Jews, $ 36 
provides olle elderly Jew with 
free medicine for one year; 
$50 provides winter relief. 
packages including coats, 
boots, blankets and heating 
fuel; and $625 provides the 
homebound with meals on 
wheels. More than 50,000 

. university age students from 
across the former Soviet Union 
have participated in federation
supported Jewish seminars 
since 1995. Seminars, 
sponsored by the Jewish 
Agency, recruit participants for 
campus' programs and explore 
Jewish identity, Israel and the 
importance of aliyah. Go to 
www.jewishwinnipeg.org for 
more information. 
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