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Comment. 

Palestinian groups express unity after attack 
Assault on Israeli soldiers follows heavy fighting between Hamas, Fatah militants 

I nfonnation from the Palestinian 
Authority (PA)-controlled territories 
points to a growing split between Hamas 

and Fatah, the main players on the 
Palestinian arena, as more and more cracks 
are weakening the frail, or perhaps false, 
unity. 

By 

At a time when 
the fledgling 
Hamas-controlled 
government is try
ing to consolidate 
its power and to 
secure economic 
support for the 
Palestinians, their 
rivals, mainly the 

Fatah, are consistently trying to prove the 
Hamas government is bad for the Palestinian 
people, both in the short and in the long run. 

As Israel continues a policy of targeted 
attacks on key Palestinian terrorists, the 
events near Israel's Suffa border crossing at 
the southern end of the Gaza Strip and the kid
napping of an Israeli soldier seem not only a 
source of encouragement to Palestinians in gen
eral, but also as an event that brought about tem
porary unity. 

The attack on an Israeli position by using the 
well-proven tactic of tunneling underneath 
Israeli .border defence systems, is undoubtedly 
regarded among rank and file Palestinians as a 
"mini-shock and awe" event. The attack's effect 

Israeli soldiers carry the bodies of Staff Sgt. Benny 
Avraham, Staff Sgt. Adi Avitan and Staff. Sgt. Omar 
Souad to lie in state at an official memorial service 
January 29, 2004, at Lod air force base near Tel Aviv. 
The kidnapped soldiers' bodies were returned as 
part of a prisoner swap with Hezbollah. Credit: Brian 
Hendler/ITA. 

is felt also in the Israeli Muslim community. 
Politicians like Knesset members Ibrahim 

Tsartsur and Abbas Zakur of the Islamic 
Movement and others· offered to mediate 
between the kidnappers and the Israeli govern
ment. The movement called upon the terrorists to 
return safely to Israel the soldier Gilaad Shalit, 
appealing to the Israeli government to show 
restraint and avoid spiraling the region into a 
cycle of bloodshed. 

Israeli Arab politician~ regularly communicate 
with groups in the PA
ruled areas and have 
their fingers on the 
overall community 
pulse. They under-

The !'lose and Max !'lady Jewish Community Centre Is a not-for-proflt community agency offering state of the 
art fitness facilities, We provide a broad range of programs and services to meet the needs of our members, 
the Jewish community, and the community at large. Our programs serve all age groups, are accessible to 
people of all abilities and provide an array of cultural. social, educational. health, fitness and recreational 
opportunities. 

stand very well how 
frightened the majori
ty of the Palestinians 
are, and that ~part 
from their admiration 
for the mini "shock 
and awe", they are 
more interested in see
ing a quick return to 
normal life. 

Jewish Life and Learning Program Coordinator 

The Rady JCC has an exciting opportunity for an experienced Jewish communal professional to grow our 
Jewish lITe and learning programs. A creative programmer with a strong background in Judaic studies, you will 
take the Rady JCC's programs to the next level by developing and implementing innovative programs that 
enhance the cultural identity of our members and the community. 

This newly created position will: 
• Manage the Aorence Melton Adult Mini·School 
• Design and maintain a dynamic Jewish and holiday atmosphere throughout the JCC 
• Implement Judaic content into Rady JCC programs, activilies and special events 
• Develop and coordinate cultural, educational and social programs induding Jewish 

learning opportunities for people of all ages, Jewish holiday celebrations, family activities, 
special events and programs of Jeviish interest 

Further analysis of 
the event, which was 
followed by a steady 
increase in military 
and terrorist activities 
along the Gaza-Israel 
border, shows the PA 
carmot control splinter 
groups or militants 
within their own 

from that apparent political disaster. 
Appeals to foreign governments and to 

Israel for economic help could not block its 
own militants from taking to the streets, 
rejecting the Hamas government through 
violence and deepening the division among 
Palestinians. 

Most important is the realization that 
essentially, the Palestinians are in the midst 
of an ideological struggle between radical 
Islamic movements, at times dubbed 
jihadists, and the' more secular groups. 
However, the difference is that in the PA, the 
Islamists who propelled Hamas to power are 
now the majority. The struggle, therefore, is 
between two different visions - that of a 
Shaaria-based Palestinian state, or of a 
nation ruled by moderate secular leaders. 

At this stage, a peaceful solution is as 
unpopular in Israel as in the Palestinian con
trolled territories. Against the backdrop of a 
chaotic situation, power brokers like the U.S. 
will have a hard time convincing Israel to 

hold back when they themselves, together with 
their allies, are immersed in the quagmire of war 
against terrorism. 

The writer, a Winnipegger, served as a colonel 
in the Israel Defence Forces. 

Harold Buchwald 
(Cont. from page 5.) 
Jewish community, a sentiment certainly shared 
by the leaders and members of the latter. After 
all, we are all Jews, and we all want our com
munity and all of its components, as well as the 
State of Israel, to thrive and flourish. 

It is urged that both groups face the realities 
and make appropriate accommodations which 
will lead to the significant Israeli community 
feeling welcome, and a meaningful part of our 
larger community. 

The writer is a Jewish Winnipeg lawyer and 
commentato/~ and served as a longtime natioll
al and local Je'tvis'h community leader. 

Brent Sasley 
(Cont. from page 4.) 
in the region, including its confrontation with 
Israel. 

Although it's not clear that Iran would go to 
nuclear war over an American or Israeli attack 
on Syria, it seems likelY that Iran would be will
ing to at least threaten such a response, and it 
may well be that the U.S. and Israel would there
fore be unwilling to take such a chance. Finally. 
working together, the two present a stronger 
position as spoiler in any advances in the Israeli-• Direct program delivery 

. Palestinian peace process. ranks. 
The political deteriThe ideal candidate brings: 

• Exceptional interpersonal ski!1s and experience working with volunteers, committees 
and community organizatioos 

• Strong knowledge of the Jewish community, culture and traditions 
• Wide·ranging programming experience 
• Ability to be flexible, take initiative and develop innovative and successful Jewish programming 
• Relevant post secondary education and a minimum of two years experience 

preferably in JudaiC/CUltural programming 

This position is part-time 20 hours per week with flexible daytime working hours, 
'which may indude occasional weekend and evening shifts. 

Interested individuals should submit resumes with salary expectations by July 10,2006 to . 
Program Director 
Rose and Max Rady Jewish Community Centre 
B1 00-123 Doncaster Street 
Winnipeg, MB R3N 283 
Fax: 477-7530 
Email: tlJarr@aspercampus.mb.ca 

oration in the PA 
began almost immedi
ately after the final 
results of the democ
ratic elections last 
January resulted in 
Hamas gaining con
trol of the Palestinian 
parliament. 

Fatah, which, since 
1964, led the 
Palestinian political 
scene, ruled over all 
financial resources 
and the security appa
ratus; it needed only a . 
few weeks to recover 

Syria remains weak, while Iran is relatively 
isolated (so long as the Europeans are willing to 
work with the U.S. to curtail Iran's nuclear pro
gran1). Because of this, they do not pose an 
immediate danger to Israel. 

But they do pose a medium- and long-tem1 
danger, because of Iran's growing military capa
bilities, Syria's growing isolation (and therefore 
willingness to consider more radical policies), 
and the fact that neither have given any indica
tion that they are willing to recognize Israel as a 
legitimate state in the Middle East and work 
toward its integration. 

. Brent E. Sasley is a doctoral candidate in 
Political Science at McGill University, in 
Middle East politics,' currently living in 
Winnipeg. He can be reached at 
brent.sasley@shaw,ca 
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Community news 

Unassuming pharmacist leaves bulk of estate to the homeless 
Saul Sair left $1 million for organizations that help them 

By MYRON LOVE 
It is written that one of the highest forms of 

charity is to give anonymously. That is the way 
the late Saul Sair would have had it. 

"My brother was a very modest, unassuming 
person," says Anne Senensky. "He wouldn't 
have wanted people to know about his bequest." 

Sair died about three years ago at the age of 87. 
In his will, he left $1 million to be distributed 
among organizations that help the homeless. His 
bequest only recently came to light when a mem
ber of the committee charged with distributing 
the funds contacted Winnipeg Free Press colum
nist Gordon Sinclair with the story. 

Saul Sair knew what it was like to live in diffi
cult financial circumstances. Home for him, his 
younger brother, Alan, and their sister, Ann, 
growing up in the old North End, was a one-bed
room apartment where the children slept in the 
dining room. He opened his first pharmacy with 
the help of a $500 loan from an aunt. His sister 
recalls that for the first few months, he slept on 
the floor of the pharmacy so that he would be 
able to open early and stay open late. 

Sharon Home to centralize 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

Centre, which opened in 2001. 
Delorme emphasized, however, that that larg

er current total includes some residents that 
come into the Kanee Centre on a temporary 
basis, until they're admitted to other personal 
care homes. 
... "You won't see that when we move (every-
thing) south." . ' 

Asked if people can still make donations to the 
capital campaign if they haven't been contacted, 
Delorme said: "People can still make pledges. 
(But) we can't actively go out and solicit them." 

As for what will happen to ,the Kanee Centre, 
Delorme said the future of that multi-mill ion
dollar complex "hasn't been determined yet." 

"If it hasn't been determined by the time 
we're vacating, it will become the property of 
the Winnipeg Regional Health Authority." 

Leonard Asper, chair of the capital campaign, 
last week said the planned centralization of 
Winnipeg's Jewish nursing home in one south 
Winnipeg complex will complete "unfinished 
business". 

"When we built the Simkin Centre, the idea 
was to create a new, brighter, more comf0J1abie 

, living quarters for our elderly." 
"Having two homes made operations more 

expensive," Asper added. 
The steady migration of Winnipeg's Jewish 

population to the South End made "visiting 
loved ones easier", at the Simkin Centre. 

A big breakthrough for the project was the 
provincial government's agreement a few 
months ago to fund 90 per cent of the cost. 

The campaign is still about "a mont~ ~wa( 
from naming the whole complex,. which Will 
include the Simkin Centre and "amenities" like 
a cafe. "We'll have a seniors campus equal in 
quality to the Asper Jewish Community 
Campus." 

The new complex will be named for a donor 
still to be determined. 

Asper also chaired the capital campaign for 
construction of the Simkin Centre several years 
ago. ' 

Asked why he's doing so again, that ~EO ~d 
president of Canwest Global CorporatIOn SaId: 
"I passionately feel we need to have a better 
building than we had .. It's pru:t of a general tak
ing care of our elders - creatmg a next genera
tion of care facilities for them." 

SAUL SAIR: He knew what it was like to live 
in difficult financial circumstances. 

In 1940, he opened Sair's Pharmacy on Notre 
Dame, across from· the Health Sciences Centre's 
Women's Pavillion. He operated the pharmacy in 
partnership with his brother, Alan, for more than 
50 years, retiring in the early 19908. He never 
married. 

The lawyer who was responsible for adminis-

terillg Sair's estate died about a year ago. Sair's 
nephew, Barry Senensky, an actuary living in 
Toronto, was called in to take over the estate. 
Senensky got another lawyer involved and got to 
work on Sair's final wishes. 

"In April, we sent out requests for proposals to 
nine Winnipeg charities that help the homeless," 
Senensky says. "The deadline for responding 
was the end of May. We received proposals back 
from eight of the charities. I put together a com
mittee of five to review the proposals. We hope 
to make our decision about how we are distrib
uting the money by the end of July." 

Senensky nas lived in Toronto for most of his 
adult life so he says that he didn't know his uncle 
well. He remembers him as a nice, gentle num 
with a good sense of humor. 
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AN IN'VESTMENT' 
OPPORTUNITY 
In downtown Winnipeg, 
corner of St. Mary and 

Edmonton. 
Completion early 2008. 

OWN AN' INTEREST IN A 

CONDO SUITE HOTEL 
• 94 Suites individually owned by Investors 

• Connected to Convention Centre and Skywalk 
• Minimum equity $35,000 (Balance Financed) 

• Income pooled and distributed quarterly 
• Income Tax Deferred 

A LAKEVIEW PROJECT 

30 LIVE IN CONDOS 
ON TOP 4 FLOORS WITH PRIVATE ELEVATOR 


