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World . Jewish 'news 
.... " '. Arou~d the Jewish world 

From. ' J·.ewl.· ... shhaven: to .g·ho.,. st,t .. ow .. ·.n:> 
. " 'Musli~s to blo~k]srael 

SurinaIne'si~()llimul1it~;~is struggling .NEW YO::(J~!~ Cr~siim delegates 

By LARRY 
LUXNER 
PARAMARI~ 

BO, Suriname 
(JTA) Until 
recently, 
Paramaribo had 
two ancient syna
gogues famous for 
their distinctive 
architecture and 
sand-covered 
floors. . Hard 

. 'couldn't maintain· . reportedly· were using procedural moves to 
'. '.11al1ymore." .,:>' block progress on allowing Israel's relief agency 

.' . Beginnfugmore . ,to .. join. the. Red . Cross. Officials of the 
,,'than 350<' years" ,~ternatlonal CommIttee of .t~e Red Cross c?n

'.' " ago, the~formd:" .flfllled. June 20 that t~e valldity of .the. meetmg 
. Dutch 'colony on' ·'-.regardmg Magen DavId Adom was bem!? ch~l

the'iiorthernlenged. D~legates at last week's meetmg m 
fringes' of the Gen~va repo~edly were set to adopt Magen 
Amazon was a DavId Adorn mto the Red Cross under a com-
haven for perse- '. promise that would allow the agency's Jewish 
cuted Jews. Now star to be placed inside a diamond, or crystal, if 
its Jewish com- a particular country demands it. 

. munity, .comfort- Conviction of Russian synagogue 
.able as ever in this attacker overturned times, however, 

forced the shrink
ing Jewish com
munity several 
years ago to lease 
out the smaller of 

diverse country, is NEW YORK (JTA) - Russia's Supreme 
The ancient Jewish community of Suriname is now struggling, hurt by Court overturned the conviction of a man who 
reduced to perhaps 200 Jews and one synagogue, dwindling fU!lds attacked synagogue worshipers. A spokesman 
Neve Shalom, at right. Credit: Larry LuxnerlJTA. . and membershIp. for the court said the reasoning behind the June 

. .. . ~'We'rethe .old- 20 ruling regarding Alexander Koptsev would 
the two shuls, Tzedek· V'Shalom, for $3,500 

. . 
U.S. a month. 

Once all the Jewish ritual objects inside were 
. removed and shipped off to Israel's Diaspora 
Museum, a local computer firm converted the . 
Sephardi synagogue into an Internet cafe. "We 
rented it out because we need the money. A small 
community like this can't afford two syna
gogues," said Jules Donk, president of the 
remaining congregation, Neve Shalom. '''We just 

est eXlstmg JeWish com~umty m the AmerIcas, be publicized later. Earlier this year, Koptsev 
but the rest of the JeWish world doesn't care was sentenced to 13 years in jail for stabbing 
about us," said Lilly Duym, who manages Neve nine people at a Moscow synagogue in January. 
Shalom. "We don't get any.help, that's why we Presbyterian divestment process 
had to close the other synagogue and rent out the b . '. d"'" . 
building. OtherWise, we'd have no income." . emg reVise. . .' 

Since 1975, when the Netherlands cut loose its BIRMINGH~M, Ala. (JTA) - A commlttee , 
former colony, annual per-capita GDP has fallen of the Presbyte!1~ Church U,.S.A. recom~ended 
precipitously, and most of the hundreds of thou- the church ,reVIse Its Israel dlves~me~t p~hcy. At 
sands of Surinamese who fled to Holland after the church s General Assembly m BIrmmgham, 
independence - including most of the Jews _ Ala., its peacemaking and international issues 
never returned. committee agreed June 17 to ask the full assem-

The country is still recovering from the effects ~ly to replace ~ts 20~4 resoluti?n call~g ~or a 
of a civil war that raged in the late 1980s and phased, selective dIvestment m multmatIOnal 
early 1990s. corporations operating in Israel" with a policy of 

Argentine soccer team 
sports key Jewish members 

By JOE GOLDMAN 

.... An international group of soccer fans visits 
the former Dachau concentration camp out~ 
side Munich on June 23, 2006. Credit: .ITA, 

BUENOS AIRES (JTA) - A Jewish player 
was trying to help kick Argentina's national 
team to soccer's World Cup, with help from the 
team's Jewish coach. Both the coach, Jose 
Pekennan, 56, and the player, Juan Pablo Sorin, 
30, have their roots in the Buenos Aires-based 
club Argentinos Juniors, best known as the team 
where superstar Diego Maradona first honed his 
talent. 

"corporate engagement" that would restrict! 
church investments that relate to Israel, the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank to peaceful pursuits. 
Although the committee did not formally rescind 
divestment, "divestment has been stopped," said 
the Rev. James Young, an anti-divestment propo
nent from Virginia Be~ch, Va. The committee 
overwhelmingly agreed to the motion after days 
of deliberation in which it held open hearings 
and heard dozens of proposals on the matter. The 
committee could amend its motion in a meeting 
scheduled for June 25. 

JTA takes top award 

• 

Focus on issues 
Taking a break from 

World Cup, soccer fans visit 
Dachau ,memorial ... 

By TOBY AXELROD 
BERLIN (JTA) - Taking a break from the 

World Cup soccer tournament underway in 
. Germany, an international group of soccer fans 
visited the fonner Dachau concentration camp to 

_'. make a statement about hate. t 
. Wearing their team shirts, some 150 non
Jewish sports fans from Great Britain, Gennany 
and Poland visited the Dachau memorial outside 
Munich on Friday in a program co-organized by 
Maccabi of Great Britain and the anti-racism ini-
tiative of LondonEnglandFans. ~ 

II "We want to show our fanship and e want to 
show the world that we will never gain let 
things be done which have been done more than 
60 years ago," said Herbert Schroeger, 46, ,of 
Munich, a member of Munich 1860 Against 
Racism. "We want to show that we football fans 
are not necessarily ultra right-wing hooligans," 
he added. "We are decent people. We are people 
with different opinions, but we share our opin
ions against racism." 

Adrian Stoppleman, an Argentine. Jewish 
sportswriter, said, "In the past, Argentina has 
had a sprinkling of Jewish players in its local 
league. But to have two such key people like the 
coach and team captain being Jewish is truly an 
achjevement to be proud of." 

Pekennan, 56, was born in Villa Dominguez -
otherwise known as Moisesville, the center of 
where the "Jewish gauchos," or cowboys, lived 
- in Entre RiO!) province but has lived much of 
his life in th~ Jewish neighborhood of Villa 
Crespo in Buenos Aires. He was a solid mid
fIelder who played from 1970-1974 in the fIrst 
division of Argentine soccer for Argentinos 
Juniors. He then spent a short stint playing for 
Colombia's Independiente Medellin before 
becoming a coach.' . 

At fIrst, he worked as youth division coach, 
jobs that barely paid the rent. In fact Pekerman, 
for a number of years, drove a taxi at night. So it 
was a real surprise when he was named coach of 
the national youth teams in 1994. Under his 
guidance, the Argentine under-23 teams won 
three world championships. In 2004, he was pro
moted to coach the national team. 

Sorin, 30, is a defender-midfIelder whose 
dynamic blend of spirit and intelligence made 
him an obvious choice as team captain. 

BALTIMORE (JTA) - JTA won the 
American Jewish Press Association's top award 
for an investigative series for the third straight 
year. "Tainted Teachings: Islam and Education," 
by Lisa Hostein, Sue Fishkoff and JTA staff, 
won first prize for comprehensive coverage or 
investigative reporting. The Washington 
bureau's coverage of the FBI probe of two for~ 
mer AIPAC staffers took third prize in the same 
category. Reporter Chanan Tigay won second 
prize in the news reporting category for a story 
on Israeli relief workers sneaking into New 
Orleans after Hurricane Katrina, while JTA's 
Jerusalem-based photographer, Brian Hendler, 
won first and third prizes for photography. The 
Simon Rockower Awards were handed out June 
15 at the AJPA's annual conference in Baltimore. 

Firebomber's mother to stand trial 
NEW YORK (JTA) - The mother of a 

teenager convicted of fIrebombing a Jewish 
school was ordered to stand trial. The trial of 
Rouba Elmerhebi Faud is slated to begin 
September 5 on. charges of being an accessory 
after the fact. Her son, Sleiman ElInerhebi, was' 
released from prison in May after serving two
thirds. of a 40-month sentence for torching the 
United Talmud Torah school in April 2004. 
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Israeli news 

Behind the headlines 

Under Herzl's gaze, Zionist Congress emphasi~es need to empower youth 
By DINA KRAFT . 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - On a sun
drenched .window ledge, three young 
European delegates to the Zionist World 
Congress sit poring over resolutions on anti
Semitism and Zionist education, debating 
which ones .to oppose and which to support. 

Dana Landau, 21, from Zurich, and Jeremy 
Uhr, 25, and Han Tojerow, 29, both from 
Brussels, are among the younger generation 
of faces at the Congress. Committed and 
intelligent, they wonder, like many of their 
fellow delegates; how to keep the World 
Zionist Organization relevant and results
oriented in the 21st century. 

tions. Despite her move
ment's success in WZO 
elections, she said apathy 
about the movement was 
a major problem. "It's 
very hard to get the Jews 
in the Diaspora to under
stand what the congress is 
all about and what the 
WZO is all about," she 
said. 

What got votes outwas 
. the idea that the more 

"The Zionist movement is living in the 
past," said D!lvid Borowich, chairman and 
founder of Dor Chadash, a New York-based 
group that seeks to build ties among young 
Israelis and American Jews. "What are we 
revitalizing? What is the Zionist move
ment?" 

A vote at the last Congress four years ago 
decided that future gatherings would set 
aside 25 per cent of seats for delegates age 30 or 
under. At a plenary session held at Jerusalem's 
International Convention Center, many dele
gates spoke in favor of giving the younger gen
enition more clout. "We stand here and we talk 
about renewal and pay lip service to you. We 
have 25 per cent of the delegates, but the deci
sions are made at the (Zionist) executive, and 
there is no voice there for youth," said a younger 
delegate from Canada, Tomer Sadetsky. "We 
have to' find a way to make us involved in the 
real decisions." 

Israeli girls sing the national anthem as they hold Israeli flags with 
hearts on them, at the opening of the World Zionist Organization's 
35th Congress in Jerusalem, June 19. Credit: Brian Helldlerl.ITA, 

seats the Conservative 
movement's Zionist wing 
would win, the more 
money would be allocat
ed for programs in Israel 
that the movement sup
ports. "The money in the 
end is what this thing is all 
about," she said. 

In the busy lobby·of the 

Sadetsky was echoing frustration shared by 
other delegates about how decisions and policy 
are set in the organization. Many grumble over 
what they describe as a bloated bureaucracy with 
little accountability. "It will be passe if it keeps 
being business as usual. The only way to make it 
real and meaningful for those who do not come 
to the congress is to have a more democratic and 
open process," said Michael Cohen, co-founder 
of the Green Zionist Alliance. 

About 2,000 delegates and observers have 
gathered in Jerusalem for the four-day congress. 
The first congress - held in 1897 in Basel, 
Switzerland - launched the modern Zionist 
movement. The organization's original goal was 
to establish a Jewish homeland. In recent years 
its main functions have been providing roughly 
half of the decision-making power for the Jewish 
Agency for Israel, which controls a $350 million 
U.S. budget. Half of the agency's board of gov
ernors are from the organization, as are many of 
its committee members. 

The presence of the Zionist movement's 
charismatic founder, Theodor Herzl, loomed 
large at this year's Congress - on posters an? 
large screens. Israeli Prime Minister Ehud 
Olmert addressed the group, speaking of the gap 
between Herzl's dream and the modem State of 
Israel. In "Alteneuland," the book in which 
Herzl imagined an idealized homeland for the 
Jews, "Herzl envisioned a utopian state. The 
State of Israel is not one, because in our world 
there is no utopian reality," Olmert said. "In 
many ways, the State of Israel has exceeded 
Herzl's vision; in other ways it is still remote.". 

Shlomo Molla, an Ethiopian immigrant nO~lll
nated by Olmert to sit on the Zionist Execu~IVe, 
the WZO's exec:utive body, might have surpn~ed 
Herz!. Long involved with Ethiopian absorpt}(~n 
efforts on behalf of the Jewish Agency, Molla IS 

expected to be voted in during elections that 
were scheduled for June 22. If he wins a seat, he 

would be in charge of Zionist education and the 
struggle against anti-Semitism. "I hope to be a 
loyal emissary of the Jewish nation," Molla told 
JTA as well-wishers congratulated him. 

convention center, Jews 
from around the world mingled - long-haired, 
teenaged youth movement members from 
Argentina, retired delegates from the United 
States and Australian activists. Taking in the 
scene was Avrom Krengell, a lawyer from 
Johannesburg who heads the South African 
Zionist Federation, "For us there is symbolic 
value is seeing 2,000 Jews come together and 
renew their commitment to Zionism, Israel and 
the Diaspora,'~ he said. 

Also to be elected June 22 are the new head of 
the Jewish National Fund, the treasurer of the 
Jewish Agency and the common chairman of the 
WZO and Jewish Agency. Zeev Bielski, the cur
rent chainnan of the two organizations, is run-
ning uncontested. ". 

This congress continues the marked.growth of 
delegates from the 
religious streams.' 
Factions aligned with 
the traditional Zionist 
parties used to be 
dominant. Rabbi 
Richard Hirsch, for
mer executive direc
tor of the World 
Union for Progressive 
Judaism' and a mem
ber of the Jewish 
Agency's Board of 
Governors, said it was 
only natural that 
Diaspora Jews align 
themselves with what 
they feel connected to 

their religious 
streams. "People in 
the Diaspora have no 
relationship to the 
political parties in 
Israel, especially 
when those political 
parties are always 
breaking up and 
changing," he said. 
Hirsch, who once 
held a senior position 
in the WZO, said the 
organization was 
"badly in need of 
repair." 

Judy Yudof, presi
dent of the United 
Synagogue of 
Conservative 
Judaism, was repre-
seriting , the 
Conservative move-
ment, which had one 
of the largest delega-

The Rose and Max Rady Jewish Community Centre is a not-for-profit community agency offering state 
of the art fitness facilities. We provide a broad range of programs and services to meet the needs of 
our members, the Jewish community, and the community at large. Our programs serve all age groups, 
are accessible to people of all abilities and provide an array of cultural, social, educational, health, 
fitness and recreational opportunities. 

Senior Adult Program Coordinator 

The Rady JCC has an exciting opportunity for an experienced professional to strengthen and grow our 
seniors program area. A creative and enthusiastic programmer you will take the Rady JCC programs 
to the next level by developing and implementing innovative programs that enhance the quality of life 
of older adults through diverse and enriched social, cultural, recreationat and educational programs 
and activities. 

Key responSibilities include planning. coordination and implementation of programs serving the diverse 
interests and backgrounds of older adults from the frail elderly to the active senior. management of the 
community mental health program, development of partnerships with community agencies, senior 
leadership development and directly program delivery, 

The Ideal candidate brings: 

• Exceptional interpersonal skills and experience working with volunteers. committees and 
community organizations 

• Wide-ranging programming experience 
• Demonstrated ability to work with older adults and their families 
• Solid program planning, special event and project management skills 
• Ability to be nexible, take Initiative and develop innovative programming 
• Knowledge of the Jewish community, culture and traditions 
• Relevant post secondary education and a minimum of three years experience 

Interested IndMduals should submit resumes with salmy expectatlons by July 12, 2006 to 

Program Director 
Rose and Max Rady Jewish Community Centre 

Bj 00-123 Doncaster Street 
Winnipeg, MB 

R3N 2B3 
Fax: 477-7530 

Email: tbarr@aspercampus.mb.ca 


