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Commun"ifj",'news 
Rally for Israel 

(Cont. from page 1.) 

affirming Israel's right 
to take· action in 
Lebanon against 
Hezbollah's attacks. 

Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper IS 
"now coming under 
fire from the Canadian 
Islamic Congress" for 
that stance, Lyons 
added. 

The crowd was so big 
. for the rally, which 
organizers spread news 
of bye-mail, that 
dozens had to sit in the 
theatre's foyer to watch 
the event on a screen; 

REVEREND JOHN 
HOWSON; national 
director,Bridges for 
Peace: Hamas and 
Hezbollah terrorists 
"have one' purpose: 
to create a Middle 
East free of Jews." 

more gathered at the .campus entrance tq' show 
solidarity with a Jewish state again under siege. 

CHANGE OF PLANS . 
Ron East, founder of Canada Sheli, an organi

zation for Israelis in Winnipeg publishing 
Hebrew-language media, said he originally 
planned to hold the rally only in Hebrew for 
Winnipeg's estimated 1,000 Israelis. 

"There was overwhelming demand from others 
to show their support," East told the mainly
Israeli crowd at the rally, which also raised 
money for Israel. "We decided to open up the 
evening to the community at large." 

Canada Sheli, the Jewish Federation of 
Winnipeg, B'nai Brith Canada and the Jewish 
National Fund ONF) co-sponsored the gather
mg. 

East noted that' national JNF Emissary Rami 
Kleinmann was in Israel with his family, to cele-

YORAM EAST, 
retired Israel 
Defence Forces 
colonel: "You cannot 
start a war without 
killing people. That 
is the nature of the 

brate his son's bar mitz
vah. 

He quoted Kleinmann 
as encouraging Jewish 
Winnipeggers to con
tinue to travel to Israel 
now. 

"PERVERSE 
LOGIC" 

Lyle Smordin, a vice
president of B 'nai Brith 
International, joined 
Lyons in praising Prime 
Minister Harper for 
affirming Israel's right 
to defend itself from 
Hezbollah rocket 
attacks and other 
aggresSIon. 

beast." He criticized the' 
"perv~rse logic" being used against the State of 
Israel for its campaign in Lebanon "by govern
ments and major media outlets around the 
y,rorld." 

"Let us for one moment imagine a scenario 
whereby innocent civilians in towns, suburbs 
and cities of any of the G8 nations were attacked 
by Islamic extremists, members of a banned ter
rorist organization whose declared purpose is the 
destruction of the nation being attacked -
attacked from inside a neighboring country's 
border .... and the government and military are 
unwilling or unable to do anything about it. 

"Would the response by the leaders of the <;18 
nations be measured? Would they be calling on 
their people for self-restraint?" 

Winnipeg's Reverend John Howson, national 
director of Bridges for Peace, an international 
Christian organization committed to supporting 

Israel, told the crowd: 
"I stand here tonight as 
an absolute friend of 
Israel." 

A Star of David pendant 

Howson said his 
organization watched 
Israeli troops pull out of 
the "buffer zone" with 
Lebanon six years ago, 
in the hope that the 
Lebanese government 
would "uproot 
Hezbollah" terrorists 
using that zone to 
attack northern Israel. 
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He was also in the 
Gaza Strip last summer, 
and witnessed the 
Israeli government 
withdraw all 8,000 
Israeli civilians and all 
its soldiers from the 
area. 

In response, 
Hezbollah and Hamas 
terrorists have contin
ued their rocket attacks 
on Israeli towns and 
cities and kidnapped 
and killed Israeli sol
diers. 

"They have one pur
pose - to create a 
Middle East free of 
Jews." 

Yoram East, Ron 
East's father,' a retired. 
Israel Defence Forces 
colonel and IDF com
mander in southern 
Lebanon in the late 
1970s, recalled how his 
family lived at that time 
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.. , 
"in the last house in Israel", in MetulIah, an 
Israeli town bordering Lebanon. 

"We spent sometimes days, weeks in bomb 
shelters." For East and his f1)I1lily, this month's 
bombardment of northern Israel by Hezbollah 
rockets is "a sort of deja vu". 

East e~pressed sorrow about the losses of life 
and suffering both in Israel and Lebanon. He 
expressed amazement, though, at the "level of 
ignorance" of Wil111ipeg journalists interviewing 
him about Israel's current campaign in Lebanon, 
to destroy Hezbollah's infrastructure. 

. "I was asked: 'Why is I.srael dropping bombs 
on civilians?'" 

East drew parallels with Canadian soldiers 
honored on Remembrance Day, despite the fact 
that they killed civilians to defeat the Nazis. 

"We honor our soldiers for saving our lives, 
and while doing so, they had to kill. You cannot 
start a war without killing people. That is the 
nature of the beast." 

. E-mails, phone calls help 
Winnipeg Israe.lis stay 
in touch with relatives 

How are 
Winnipeg 
Israelis cop
ing with the 
Hezbollah 
rocket bom
bardments of 
northern 

. Israel and 
the conflict 
in the Gaza 
Strip? 

Frequent 
e-mails and 
'phone calls 
are part of 
the i r 
response. 

. GADI JACOBY (at left) and 
Gad Bittner after the rally for 
Israel at the Asper Jewish 
Community Campus July 17: 
Jacoby's brother continued to 
go to work, despite shelling 
near his home in northern 
Israel. .} 

"It's hard," said Alan Grossman, one of the 
hundreds at the community rally for Israel at the 
Asper Jewish Community Campus. July 17. 
"You listen to the TV, the Internet; get any infor
mation you can from Israel. You listeri to our 
families there. What else can you do?" 

. Grossman, who's been living in Winilipeg for 
3 1/2 years, worked as a "locomotive engineer" 
in the same Haifa railway shop that Hezbollah 
rockets struck July 16. The rockets killed eight 
railway workers and wounded 17 others. 

"Those eight people - I knew every on.e of 
. them." 

Gady Jacoby, a University of Manitoba pro
fessor, has a brother living in Maale Tzvia, near 
Carmiel in the Galilee. . . 

"I called him today," J&cobysaid."Then~was 
a rocket attack on Carmiel. It fell by Sahnin 
(Carmiel's Arab twin town). 

"He said: 'There were sirens right before the 
attack. ", 

Jacoby's brotherwent to the safe room in their 
apartment. Every Israeli apartment has had to 
have one since the ftrst Gulf War. 

"They've been sitting in that room. The falling 
of the shells was very close." 

Despite that peril, his brother continues to go 
to work at his job in northern Israel. But he 
advised his daughter, who's.in the army, not to 
come home, against her wishes. 

"He said: 'No - stay where you are. (with your 
army unit) in Givatayim (near Tel Aviv) .... 
. Gad Bittner, director of food and beverage at 
The Fairmont Winnipeg, returned a week earlier 
from Israel. 

"TheGaza conflict started at that time. I was at 
my uncle's in Gan Yavne,ilearAshdod.lcould 
hear the (army) aCtivities. ;Sut spirit is . high. 
Israeli society is very strong. They know hoW to 
handle it." . . . . 
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Community news 

Newcomers Evelyn Hecht helped shower her with praise 
Jewish Federation community relations director," immigration officer retiring after 15 years 

By MATT BELLAN much to me," Hecht grant families in the ed to citizenship cere-
More than 100 recent Jewish immigrants to added, only half-jok- audience. monies for the next 

Winnipeg joined relatives of ingly, to the immi- "I expect to be invit- five years." 
Evelyn Hecht and fellow staff 
members at a retirement party in 
her honor June 24. 

Hecht helped many of the 
newcomers as Jewish 
Federation of Winnipeg 
community relations 
director and later, as 
Federation's first 
immigration officer. 

Monica Shore is one of 
hundreds of Latin American 
Jewish immigrants Hecht 
helped move to Canada. She 
thanked Hecht for encourag
ing her to. come here on an 
"exploratory visit" years 
ago. 

"You were the one who 
would go to her office .in the 

. oldYaiid· make the necessary 
ph9ne calls,", Shole.said at ~he 

'Asper.' JeWIsh . Commumty 
:Campus pahy, referring to 
Hecht:.s IS; years wit,l1 

:,Flidef'iltion.': " ... You . were' the 
jJfi~ who loved to knowab04f 
.u~,J1ow we lived in Argentina', 

EVELYN HECHT with Israeli immi
grants Kiril and Helen Pirgalion and 
their 2 1/2-year-old son, Mark, at the 
retirement party in her honor: "I'm 
really not leaving. you mean too much 
to me," Hecht told the immigrant fam
ilies in the crowd. 

. our accomplishments, career with Federation 
our goals ... " at age 50, as commu-

Javier Shwerensky, nity relations director, 
another Argentine after working as a pro-
immigrant Hecht fessional entertainer, 
helped come to and in other many vol-
Winnipeg, praised her unteer activities, and 
for doing "so much in serving as first female 
so little time, to president of Shaarey 
change the communi- Zedek Synagogue. 
ty more in ftve years As. Federation c.om-
than in the past 60." mumty relatlOns 

Hecht began her director, she oversaw 

Stay posted about 
events in Israel 
with The Jewish 

Post & News 
Stay posted about fastmoving events in 
Israel with The Jewish Post & News ... 

via a special emergency service 

If you have access to the Net (including free 
computers at public libraries), and a paid 
subscription to The Jewish Post & News, 

we'll provide you with access to 
a special page on 

www.jewishpostandnews.com . 
with latest news about the ongoing conflict, 

updated regularly 

Just call us at 694-3332, or e-mail us at 
jewishp@mls.net, and once we've 

confirmed your paid subscription, we'll 
arrange for your free access 10 

thiS new service 

Service will continue be offered on an 
ongoing basis only if demand warrants 

programs focusing on 
social justice, ranging 
from a day-long con
ference on poverty to 
. a program on suicide. 

In her years in com
munity relations and, 
since 2002, as immi
gration officer, Larry 
Hurtig, a past 
Federation president 
estimated, Hecht has 
helped oversee immi
gration of more than 
1600 Jews to 
Winnipeg, including 
about "450" from 
South America, with 
assistance from other 
Federation staff. 

Hecht, herself, said 
her own parents' 
arrival here "with 

. nothing" in the early 
1900s, after moving 
here from Eastern 
Europe, motivated her 
to want to help more 
recent Jewish immi
grants interested in 
moving here. 

She emphasized the 
importance of wel
coming newcomers 
here from Israel, as 
well as other countries 
around the world. 

"It isn't easy being 
an immigrant," Hecht 
told newcomers in. the 
crowd from other 
countries. "I respect 
all of you for what 
you dQ." 
. "I'm really not leav
ing ~ you mean top 

New plaque honors Joe Zuken 
July 1 ceremony in park named for him 

By 
ZEILIG 

MARTIN 

Joe Zuken "would 
have been pleased" 
by the posthumous 
honor accorded him 
on July 1st, accord
ing to his widow. 

"I really can't find 
anything to criticize. 
It was a heartwarm
ing and genuine 
event," said Clara 

.JOE ZUKEN 
HERITAGE 

PARR 

Zuken. LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR JOHN HARVARD 
A bronze plaque in and Clara Zuken, Joe Zukcn's widow, beside 

memory of the long- the memorial plaque for Joe Zuken. Photo by 
time Winnipeg city Martin Zeilig. 
councilor and school 
board member - who was bom in 
1912 and died in 1986 - was 
unveiled on Canada Day 2006, in 
Joe Zuken Heritage Park located in 
Point Douglas. The event, which 
attracted some 200 individuals, was 
sponsored by the Manitoba 
Historical Society (MRS) and the 
Joseph Zuken. Memorial 
Association (JZMA) , which was 
established by friends and support
ers soon after his death. 

The plaque, which rests on a 
granite monument, was unveiled by 
Lieutenant Governor John Harvard 
and Clara Zuken. . 

Zuken, who served for over 42 
years in public civic life, was hon
ored with numerous awards, 
including an honorary doctorate 
from the University of Winnipeg, a 
Distinguished Service Award from 
the University of Manitoba and a 
City of Winnipeg Community 
Service Award. 

Zuken attended the I.L. Peretz 
School "where he became imbued" 
with Jewish culture, the Yiddish 
language, and a sense of social jus
tice, notes a pamphlet published by 
the JZMA. He was a member of the 
first graduating class in 1925. He 
later contributed to the Jewish and 
progressive press in Canada, 
including the former Vochenblat 
and the Canadian Jewish Outlook. 

A few years before he died he 
presented a series of public lectures 
on classic Yiddish writers, under 
the auspices of the United Jewish 
People's Order of which he was 
longtime member. In his youth, 
Zuken was an active member of 

. Winnipeg's amateur theatrical 
community, particularly of the 
Winnipeg New Theatre group. 

Zuken was often attacked for 
"radical socialist ideas" but many 
of his proposals came to fruition, 
including free textbooks for school 
children, kindergarten, and 
increased public housing. 

During the formal ceremony, 
which began with piper Sargeant 
Doug Roxburgh leading dignitaries 
into the small outdoor amphithe
atre, Lieutenant-Governor John 
Harvard, a fanner CBC journalist, 
said he once had the privilege of 
interviewing Zuken. . .. 

"He had immense integrity and 
deep conviction. He served his 
community with great courage, 
sometimes going against the grain. 
He was a visionary," he remarked, 
adding that Zuken was a North End 
resident who cherished that part of 
Winnipeg. 

As a lawyer, Zuken was a strong 
advocate of civil liberties and a 
great example to others, said 
Harvard, himself, a Liberal 
Member of Parliament for many 
years. 

William Neville, who served on 
City Council with Zuken and is a 
member of the JZMA, brought 
some personal recollections of 
Zuken. 

"He was intelligent, independent 
and fearless," said Neville, a regu
lar political affairs columnist for 
the Winnipeg Free Press, who 
retired this year from the 
Department of Political Studies at 
the University of Manitoba. 

He also called Zuken, a longtime 
member of the Communist Party of 
Canada, softspoken, shy, courte
ous, well read and someone with 
instructive ideas. 

"I received an encouraging note 
from Joe after I was elected. Joe 
and I would often pass notes 
between us at council meetings. He 
had a nice wit and a fine sense of 
humor. He was a force to be reck
oned with." 

Neville called the public tribute a 
way of commemorating Joseph 
Zuken and all that he did for the city. 

"The plaque will be a memorial 
to ensure that his contribution is 
known and appreciated for y.ears to 
come," Neville noted. 
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