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JEWISH FEDERATION OF 

OPEN LETTER TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
from the 

PRESID,ENT OF THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF WINNIPEG 

ISRAEL: WHAT ARE WE DOING AND WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP 

Dear Friends: 

Israel is in crisis. We are all watching the news. We are all asking ourselves what we can do and what the community is doing. 

As a community, we need to express our support for Israel. And we need to do so publicly. This is why the community is organizing a 
STAND WITH ISRAEL RALLY on Sunday, August 6th at 7:00 pm in the gym ofthe Asper Jewish Community Campus. We know that this is 
the middle of the long weekend. But we also kDOW that Israel needs us now. Please make every effort to attend. DR. YOSSI OLMERT, 
brother of the Prime Minister of Israel, will be the keynote speaker:" , ,. 

:;;<".-'., ~ '. • ,:~.:'.,.' I !;' '~' .. :" . ,. 
We have established an ISRAEL CRISIS FUND',:~<i,sp~ci~L'Fund~~; piovide emerg~~~y fud~('2g for programs to help communities currently 
under fire. Winnipeg is partnering with UIA-Fe'cier?tions Cahaqa, the Jew.ish Agencyf9r:;lsf~gt Keren Hayesod, the Sachta Rashi 
Foundation, United Jewish Israel Appeal of the United Kingdom and the Joint Distribution Committee. We are all working together with 
local Israeli municipalities to respond to their most urgent needs. The Israel Crisis Fund has been created to help with immediate current 
needs. This fund is directed at programs that will move children, the elderly and the vulnerable out of harm's way and provide them with 
necessities. It will also bolster and refurbish shelters for those who must stay. 

. Please remember that this fund is an emergency fund to help with the immediate crisis and~any donations will be treated as separate from 
gifts to the regular Combined Jewish Appeal campaign. In the meantime, our campaign leadership has decided to. begin contacting donors 
before the launch of the 2006 CJA Campaign in September. 

To donate to the Israel Crisis Fund on-line, go to our Federation website www.jewishwinnipeg.org or call Linda at 477-7428. 
Tax-deductible receipts will be issued. 

We are spreading the message. There is a battle raging for the hearts and minds of right thinking people all over the world. Media "spin" is 
turning against Israel's right to defend her citizens. We are working hard to get our message out, both in support of Israel's basic rig~t to 
live in peace and around specific events that occur. This work includes monitoring local and national media, providing information to the 
community on our website and through e-mail updates, writing letters and preparing opinion pieces and sending information via email on 
advocacy initiatives. To subscribe to our Israel Advocacy and Update List please contact Shelley Faintuch at 
sfaintuch@aspercampus.mb.ca. . 

What can you do? 

Take a stand. The Prime Minister took a courageous stand in support of Israel's right to defend her citizens. Please let the government 
know how much we appreciate Prime Minister Harper's stand. Contact the Prime Minister's Office: 613. 912-4211. Also contact your MP' 
and let them know how you feel. 

Public opinion counts! Write letters, send e-mails and faxes to the media and to politicians. Praise those who stand up for Israel and con
front those who don't. It does make a difference and they do pay attention. Be polite, be factual but be firm. 

Contribute to the Israel Crisis Fund. 

Contact your friends and acqu;:lintances in Israel. Let them know that you are thinking of them. 

Buy Israeli-made products, invest in Israeli bonds and companies. 

Let us all pray for the return of the kidnapped soldiers, for the speedy recqvery of the injured, the well-being of Israel and our Israeli 
brothers and sisters. ' . 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Edward (Ted) Lyons, President 
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg 
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Immigrants profile 

Russian']ewishimmigrant prominent in Winnipeg musical world 

A fter only six and a half years in 
, . ' Winnipeg, Yuri Klaz has definitely estab

lished his place in the musical world 
here. He arrived in 2000 fromPetrozavodsk, 
Russia to assume the position of conductor of 
the Winnipeg Philhannonic Choir. In 2001, he 
also became conductor, of the Shaarey Zedek 
Choir. He has since taken on the job of artistic 
director of the Winnipeg Singers, a group of pro
fessional singers with whom he travelled last· 
summer to the World Symposium of Choral 
Music in Japan. 

Petrozavodsk, from w.hich Yuri haqs, is a city 
of about 300,000 in the northwest of the former 
Soviet Union, and the capital of the Republic of 
Karilia. Ithas a Jewish community centre but no 

, synagogue. 
When he was growing up, it was "quite inap

propriate to be a Jew," he comments. There was 
certainly anti-Semitism about, but he was 
"lucky" and did not experience any directly. 

"Lucky" is a word he uses frequently. He had 
been looking for a long time to make a move, but 
he did not want to immigrate just for the sake of 

. immigrating. He was determined to do so only 
when he could, find work as a conductor, as 
"conducting is my life". It is worth noting that 
Yuri's father was also a conductor. 

Yuri attended special music schools and 
trained at the Leningrad State Conservatory. He 
then taught at the State University for 18 years, 
and worked with various choirs. He could not 
imagine ,himself doing anything else, "except 
cooking," he jokes. 

Yuri had been travelling quite a bit with the 
Petrozavodsk Chamber Choir, a renowned semi
professional choir - to Finland, Germany, 
Norway and Ireland. Again, he was lucky, this 
time with languages: he had attended a school 
which gave him a good basic command of 
English, and it improved during his travels, as 
that was .his primary language of communica
tion. 

Still, when the opportunity arose to immigrate 
to Canada to become the' conductor of the 

U of M Hebrew program offering 
Hebrew language courses 

The Hebrew Program at the University 
of Manitoba will again offer Hebrew 
language courses in the coming year 

(2006n). Hebrew 'I (SEM.1250) will be 
offered to students with little or no previous 
exposure to the Hebrew language. Students 
who wish to take courses at higher levels 
may, be able to take them as "Reading" (or. 
"independent study") courses. These cours
es include Hebrew II (SEM.1260), Hebrew 
III (SEM.2350), and Hebrew 
Communication Arts (SEM.3360). Like all 
language courses at the University of 
Manitoba, Hebrew courses require permis
sion by the program coordinator. 

The instructor of these courses will be 
Professor Moshe Nahir,of the Department 
of 'Linguistics, the Coordinator of the 
Hebrew Studies Program. Students requir
ing permission to take Hebrew courses may 
contact him at (204) 488-7891 or 
(204) 474~9623, or via e-mail: 
nahir@cc.umanitoba.ca. 

Hebrew I(SEM.1250) may also be taken 
as an "audited", non-credit course, at half 
the regular tuition. 

Canada 'a. good c~untry,' says Yuri Klaz 

YURI KLAZ: "It's a good life here," says 
that Winnipeg choir conductor. Photo by Chana 
Thau. 

Winnipeg Philh~onic Choir, "it was not a very 
easy decision". Yuri came ftrst, to start his job. 
Hi's wife, Elena, and their three children, 
Veronica, 18,Leo, 17 and Stas, 10, followed six' 
months later. 

"Immigration was not easy," Yuri reflects. "I 
think I was very lucky, so many people helped 
me here - the Jewish community centre, Jewish 
Child and Family Services." 

The first year or two, he did not have much 
income from his part-time work. He expresses 
appreciation to both the Jewish community and 
the Winnipeg Philhannonic Choir, from whom 
he received a great deal of assistance and sup
port. ' 

Veronica was the only other family member 
who arrived with a good knowledge of English. 
She had graduated from the same school as her 
father. She is now studying to be lin aesthetic ian. 

The others leamed English and now, Leo is at 
the university taking computer studies. Stas is 
attending Vincent Massey Collegiate. 

As often happens, the adjustment was easiest 
for the youngest. Elena, a former teacher of his-

tory, is happily working at Shoppers Drug Mart. 
Much of Yuri's professional time is taken up 

with the two choirs he conducts. Although he 
, was not extremely familiar with the Hebrew 
liturgy and music, he had conducted a children's 
choir at the Jewish community centre in 
Petrozavodsk. When he came to the Shaarey 
Zedek choir, he quickly became familiar with the 
liturgy; everyone was helpful, "especially Pam 
Appel", he notes. 

When asked about how it was adjusting to life 
here, Yuri comments that "life is not easy here ... 
In Russia, there were certain problems and here, 
there are other ones." 

Although there is no comparison between the 
life he led in Russia and the standard of living 
and freedom he enjoys here, he emphasizes that ." 
problems do not disappear when you enter a new 
country. "The first year, we all were in shock. 
Everything was different. .. You have to estab
lish yourself, find a decent job... you have to 
get to a certain level and then maintain the level. 
It's not easy." 

He comments that the family has been back to 
Russia in the last few years for sad reasons, first 
when his mother passed away, then when his 
wife's mother did. He felt tom at leaving his 
mother, and heartbroken that he was unable to 
bring her here when she became ill. "That's part 
of the sadness." 

On the other hand, he chose to immigrate for 
the future of his children. "I didn't want my sons' 
to go to the anny." Russia has compulsory anny 
service of two years. 

Yuri became a Canadian citizen last summer. It 
was very important to him to do so. He also feels 
lucky because his family is already living in their 
own house, which had always been one of his 
dreams. Here, "you have the opportunity". You 
can drive a new car, something that was unthink
able back in Russia. 

He adds that on his first visit to Winnipeg for 
the interview with the Philharmonic Choir, he 
was "very impressed with how much musical 
and artistic activity", was going on here." 
Overall, he concludes, "It's a good life here. It's 
a good country." 

The writer is a professional personal historian, 
specializing in helping people write their life sto
ries. If you know of any Jewish immigrants to 
Winnipeg in the past qecade willing to be inter
viewed in this "A New Life" feature, please e
mail Thau at chanathau@shaw.ca 

FROM THE GOLAN HEIGHTS 
TO THE VEL VET GLOVE 

The Velvet Glove is pleased to be the first restaurant 
in Winnipeg to offer award-winning Israeli wine from 
the Golan Heights Winery. 

Pair it with our new seasonal dinner menu featuring 
authentically local fare and enhanced Lifestyle 
Cuisine selections. 

All dinner guests enjoy complimentary parking in the 
Lombard Parkade. For reservations, call: 985-6255. 

THE VELVET GLOVE 
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