
8 THE JEWISH POST &: NEWS, Wednesday, July 26, 2006 

People 

II II 
/! 

7'4'" 11". 
Earl and Lisa Raber would like to 
thank their family andfriends for 

their on going generosity and 
warm wishes on the occasion of 

their daughter, Mika Erin's 
~ bi11h and baby naming. d 

HAVE A PROBLEM? CALL 

r}tt JtW'$}t }t~.NCrm~.N 
Rec-room & Interior Construction/Renovations 

Plumbing • Minor Electrical 

General Repairs • Custom Log Furniture 

Call Larry S. Hochman 
@ 338-9527 

For community events 
music and entertainment tune in to: 

"THE JEWISH HOUR" 
. on 

CKi5 
810~AM 

Every Sunday 1:30 - 2:30 PM 

HISTORICAL TOUR OF CENTRAL EUROPE 
OCTOBER 5 TO 20, 2006 

visiting Jewish sites (Prague, . Terezin, 
Auswitz,Budapest, and more.;.) . 

escorted by Sonja Paunovic 
PRAGUE 4 NIGHTS, KRAKOW 4 NIGHTS, 
BUDAPEST 4 NIGHTS, VIENNA 2 NIGHTS 

$3849.00 
INCLUDED: Airfare from Winnipeg, accommodation In superior 

tourist class hotels, breakfast and dinner daily (breakfast only in 
Vienna), 4 lunches, touring in a luxury bus, tour guides throughout, 
hotel taxes, entrance fees, baggage handling, ADRIA TRAVEL flight 

bag and ticket wallet. PERSONAL ATTENTION OF SONJA 
For reservations and Information contact: 

Adria Travel Services 
828 Noire Dame Ave 

Tel. 204 982 1200 
Toll free. 1888 72ADRIA(23742) 

Emall.sonja@adriatravel.ca www.adrialravel.ca 
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FAMII.\' TOllJ{S- IlAIVIlAT Mrrlnll 
JuDO- Aug.3D / Auu.20 - Sept. 03/06 

Dec. 24/06-J.IO. 7107 Pa.nover Apr. 1_15107 

WEEKI.\' HS(;ORTIm TOIJRS oro 3v"lI"bl. 
___ ;.:.Pr.:.:o2::..:r":.:.:,:ms from 7 and uJI to 13 night st ... y 

'S RAIiI. /'"":''':''':1 ;\"""11"'"';\-:", ""N'I""" ,-, ...... 
DISCOVERY TOliR FII,M FESrlVA'. 
Dec. 24/06 - Jan, 3107 Oct. 5 -15/06 

Rabbi Gary Zweig 

YYl TRAVEL AMERICAN EXPRES 

GILA YEF~il:~~y~:~;J~~c~~ ~20 • Toll Free 
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Etz' Chayim's bnotmitzvah pr'ogram 
aimed at furthering synagogue's 

egalitarian, participatoryphiiosophy 
Carol and Rabbi Neal Rose to spend two years in St. Louis 

0 ,' n Saturday, 
: . June 10, 

Congregation 
Etz Chayim's inau
gural bnot mitzvah 
program produced its 
first fruits when seven 
students who had par
ticipated in the pro
gram took turns read
ing from the Torah . 
and the Haftorah· as 
well as leading ser
VIces. 

OUR LITTLE SHTETL 

MYRON LOVE 

"It was something I 
had wanted to do for a 
long time," says 
Sandy Hyman. 
. "When I saw the syn
agogue was offering 

Front row (left to right): Sandy Hyman, Barbara Hirt, Ricki Jacobson. 
Back row: Michelle Apter, Lil Hirt, Cydnee Silverstein, Cynthia 
Hiebert-Simkin. .',: '. 

this program, I decided to participate." 
Ricki Jacobson first witnessed an adult group 

bnot mitzvah at the Beth Israel Synagogue sev
eral years ago. "I was impressed with the cere
mony and with the group of women who partic
ipated," Jacobson says, "but I didn't feel that I 
was ready at that time. Now was a better time. 
And now that I have read from the Torah and the 
haftorah, I am glad that I did it." 

Cynthia Hiebert-Simkin felt that since it was 
13 years since she chose to become Jewish, it 
was. time to celebrate her bat mitzvah in an 
appropriate manner, and get to know some of the 
other members of the congregation better. 

The impetus for the program c;ame about from 
conversations among different members of the 
congregation, notes Trudy Flynn, Etz.Chayim's 
program director. "Rabbi Balser and (Cantor) 
Tracy (Kasner Greaves) felt that if there was 
such enthusiasm, then we should pursue this," 
Flynn says. "But Rabbi Balser wanted to make 
the program more of a learning experience for 
the participants." 

Thus, for 16 months (on Sunday mornings), 
the participants (including Barbara Hirt, Lil Hirt, 
Cydney Silverstein and Michelle Apter, who cel-

. ebrated their Bnot Mitzvot with Hiebert-Simkin, 
Jacobson and Hyman; and Nata Spigehnan, 
Carla Rubinfeld, Jackie Winestock and Marilyn 
Melnyk, who celebrate their bnot mitzvot in 

CUSTOM JEWELLERY 
DESIGNS 

• 1 Day Repairs 
• Name Pendants 
• Chai's & Mezzuzot 
• Diamonds & Gold 
• Movado • Tag· Bulova 
• Watch Repairs 

CALL OR VISIT 

.~<% CEu1StRV$ 
194 Osborne SI. 949-0715 
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September) learned 
synagogue skills as 
well as studying 
Jewish history and 
philosophy, tanach 
and kabbalah and the 
different religious 
branches of modern 
Jew!)'. 

"These . women are 
role models," says 
Rabbi Balser. "They 

. , 

are an indication of the direction that our con
gregation is going. We want to encourage greater 
participation among our members in the ser
vices." 

"It was a wonderful experience," Hiebert
Simkin says. "We had a great group of people 
involved. " 

She notes that in the beginning, there were 
some men who attended the classes, too - it was 
open to anybody, she points out - but they 
dropped out after the first few sessions. 

"I knew that the rabbi and Tracy wouldn't let 
us fail," she says. "I am a lot· more confident in 
synagogue now." 

"It was hard work, but I enjoyed it a lot," Ricki 
Jacobson says. "I found the classes to be really 
stimulating and I enjoyed studying with the 
other women." 

Sandy Hyman says that the most difficult part 
was finding the time to go to the classes regular
ly. "My husband and children urged me on," she 
says. '''While my kids have learned Hebrew, I 
didn't have the opportunity when I was growing 
up. 

"It was great being part of the group. We 
encouraged each other." 

Jacobson says she would like to read more 
.haftorahs. Hiebert-Simkin is confident that she 
can read a haftorah, but says that she feels the 
need to improve her ability in leading the 
schacharit (morning) service. 

She adds that the group plans to continue 
studying together in the fall, but that the fre
quency and fonnat is still to be determined. 

"We will be offering the program again when 
we have a large enough group," Trudy Flynn 
says. "There has been some interest. Etz Chayim 
is an egalitarian synagogue. Our goal is to also 
be inclusive and participatory. The bnot mitzvah 
program helps develop leaders who can lead in a 
variety of areas. '.'_ 

. (Cont. on page 9. See "Our Little Shtetl".) 
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"Our Little 
Shtetl" 

(Cont. from page 8.) 

*** 
Readers who regu

larly attend the family 
of Roses' alternative 
Yom To" service at 
Etz Chayim 
Synagogue will be 
happy to know that 
Rabbi Neal and Carol 
Rose will once· again 
be leading the ser
vices this year. But 
you will be seeing 
very little of Neal and 
Carol after that. 
That's because for the 
next two years,Rabbi 
Rose will be serving 
as scholar-in-resi
dence at 
Congregation Bnai 
Amoona in St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

CAROL and Rabbi Neal Rose: He'lrbe schol
ar~in-residence at Congregation B'nai 
Amoona in St. Louis for the next two years. 

Rabbi Rose was 
drawn to Congregation Bnai 
Amoona by the presence of his son, 
Rabbi Carni Rose, who is the 125-
year-old ConseIYative synagogue's 
senior rabbi. Neal and Caror also 
have four grandchilctfen in St. 
Louis. 

The congregation, Neal Rose 
reports, has a membership of over 
800 families, some of whom are 
descendants of the founding mem-
bers. ' 

Originally from New York, Rabbi 
Neal and Carol Rose arrived· in 
Winnipeg on August 31, 1967. For 
the next 33 years, he taught at the 
University of Manitoba first in the 
Judaic Studies Department and, 
later - after the department was dis
banded - in the Department of 
Religion. 

He also served as a rabbi in the 
Jewish community and he and 
Carol offered family counselling 
services. For the past five years, he 
has been serving as director of spir
itual care at the Sharon Home. 

for the next two years." 
In his new role, Rabbi Rose says 

that he will be continuing hisedu~ 
cational· programs, doing·· outreach 
to intennirrried couples,· teaching 
some advanced courses and doing 
some interfaith work. Carol will be 
remall1l11g in: Winnipeg until 
November. In St. Louis, she willbe 
teaching imagery courses and con-
ducting work- . 
shops. She also 
hope to do some 
writing. 

Rabbi Rose 
reports that St. 
Louis has a 
Jewish population 
of about 60,000 
and is a bastion of 
Refonn Judaism. 
Up until a few 
years ago, he 
adds, one Refonn 
Temple continued 
to celebrate 
Shabbat on 
Sunday. 

Rabbi Rose 
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Winnipeg Argentine Jews 
commemorate AMIA bombing 

12 years later, investigation continues 
On July 18, 1994, a 

terrorist attack result
ed in the destruction 
of the headquarters of 
Argentina's Jewish 
community, the mur
ders of 85 people 
inside, and wounding 
of hundreds of others. 

On July 18, 2006, at 
the 9:53 a.m. time of 
the bombing, dozens 
of members of 
Winnipeg's Argentine 
Jewish community 

. and other Winnipeg 
Jews commemorated 
that tragedy in an 
annual service at the 
Asper Jewish 
Community Campus. 

GUSTAVO ZENT
NER speaks at the 
commemorative ser
vice for the bombing 
victims: "This 
bombing was the 
worst terrorist 
attack against a 
Jewish community 
outside Israel .... " 

Debora . Figowy 
delivered a message 
in Spanish· summing 
up the botched inves
tigation that followed 
the bombing, and 
Florencia Katz pre
sented those remarks 
in English. 

"In the years 
(since), in the eyes of 
each of us, we still see 
the glass flying," Katz 
said. "Nothing can 
change what hap
pened ... Today, we 
still don't know who 
bombed AMIA, and 
why." 

"Today, a new judge 

Gustavo Zentner, Argentine-born 
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg 
vice-president for allocations, 
summed up the enonnity of the 
massacre. 

is investigating the 
irregularities, and has made 
charges against fonner judges, for
mer spies, and the past president of 
the Argentine Jewish Association." 

Argentine Jews have also initiat
ed a lawsuit, to try and bring the 
guilty to justice, Katz added. 

"This bombing was the worst ter
rQrist attack against a Jewish com
munity outside IsraeL." Zentner 
said. "How ironic that Hezbollah, 
responsible for the AMIA bombing, 
is now responsible for terrorism in 
IsraeV' 

"Many times we had to do what 
the judicial society was supposed to 
do, and didn't ... The search for the 
truth, for (the sake of) our children, 
justice, justice we will pursue." 

AN INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITY 
In downtown Winnipeg, 
corner of St. Mary and 

Edmonton. 
Completion early 2008. 

Carol Rose first taught adult edu
cation courses for the Rosh Pina 
evening program and worked for 
Temple Shalom's Sunday School. 
She also did some USY work and 
served as an assistant in the Rosh 
Pin a kindergarten. When her two 
older children reached school age, 
she returned to university to com
plete degrees in religious studies 
and education. She taught pre
school in the Jewish day school 
system for many years. She and 
Leona Lakser started the first all
day kindergarten program in the 
community. She was also involved 
in starting Aleph Bet, Winnipeg's 
first Jewish daycare. 

notes that he will 
continue to be 
available to 
advise the Sharon 
Home as 
Winnipeg's 
Jewish nursing 
home proceeds 

OWN AN INTEREST IN A 

CONDO SUITE HOTEL 

In more recent years, Carol Rose 
has become a published author and 
poet and a teacher of spirituality. 
Neal and Caroi were actually in St. 
Louis from mid-January to mid
May. "I was doing some special 
projects," Rabbi Rose says. "As a 
result, the congregation invited me _ 
to serve as Scholar-in-Residence 

with its expansion 
and consolidation 
plans in south 
Winnipeg. He and 
Carol also hope to 
be back in 
Winnipeg to lead 
Yom Tov services 
next year as well. 

"We are· looking 
forward to keep
ing track of 
what's happening 
in Winnipeg 
through the pages 
of The Jewish 
Post & News," 
Rabbi Rose- says. 

. " 
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• 94 Suites individually owned by Investors 
• Connected to Convention Centre and Skywalk 
• Minimum equity $35,000 (Balance Financed) 

• Income pooled and distributed quarterly 
• Income Tax Deferred 

A LAKEVIEW PROJECT 

30 LIVE IN CONDOS 
ON TOP 4 FLOORS WITH PRIVATE ELEVATOR 


