
. 12 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, july 26, 2006 

\.' 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT: 

TEMPLE· SHALOM - UPCOMING EVENTS! 
Services 
All Services in July and August will be held on Friday at 6:15 p.m. 

Education 
Our Religious School'with Jennifer Curtis as the School Director and 
teacher, has finished for the year. We look forward to another year 
beginning Sunday, September 17th using the 1;lcclaimed Reform 
"Chai" curriculum· - interesting, exciting and very inclusive. 
Registration day is Sunday, September 10th. Our staff is highly 
qualified and we have a low student-teacher ratio. Special needs stu
dents welcome! Stev.en Hyman leads a stimulating and vibrant post 
B'nai Mitzvah class. Our goal is giving our children keys and chal
lenging them to open the many doors that Judaism offers them. It is 
never too late to have your children join this creative and captivating 
program! 

And for the adults, we have evening adult education, torah study and 
new classes beginning in the fall. 

Introduction to Judaism - Please call Temple Shalom to register!. 
Classes begin in the fall. 

Drama Workshops - Classes begin after the High Holidays. Please 
call the office for more information and to register. 

A congregation and community 
If you are searching for a spirited, progressive Jewish community, a 
more powerful connection to God, fresh approaches to life-long Jewish 
leaming and opportunities to help change the world, come join our 
welcoming, intimate congregation which will envelop you in a won
derful Jewish experience! 

For more information call the office at the number in the ad below. 
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Temple Shalom 
a liberal reform congregation 

Shabbat Services High Holy Day Services 
Festival Services Social Action Programs 
Life Cycle Events Jewish Education' 

Student Rabbi Elizabeth Bandyk 
Cantor Len Udow . 

School Director Jennifer Curtis 
Alternative & traditional Jewish burial at 

Bet Chaim ... Mikdash Shalom 
In partnership with Chapel Lawn 

For information call 
453-1625 Temple Shalom 

982-8108 Terri Hlady· Chapel Lawn 

EL LAWN FUNERAL HOME 
Proud to Serve in Your Community 

At a time of need or when planning ahead rely 

on the trusted specialists. Call 885-9715. 

e 
CHAPEL LAWN 
FUNERAL HOME ... 
& Reception Centre' 

4000 Portage Avenue 
www.chapellawn.mb.ca 

Caring Specialists Since 1951 
FREE CONSULTATIONS 
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Young Jewish author talks about 
influence of immigrant life in Canada 
By DINA KRAFT 

IRYATONO, 
Israel (JTA) -
D a v i d 

Bezmozgis, the young 
writer described 
recently as a "one
man shock-and-awe 
invasion of North 
American literature" 
sits on a plaza on the 
edge of Bar-Han 
University's leafy 
campus and in his 
calm, steady voice 
talks about identity. 

"I feel the opposite 
of wherever I am," 
says the author. In 
Canada, where he 
immigrated with his 
family from Latvia in 
1980, he often feels 
like an outsider. When 
he returned to Latvia 
for a visit recently he 
"felt more like a 
stranger than any
where else." 

Canadian Jewish writer David Bezmozgis 
reads from his book, Natasha and Other 
Stories, at a Bar-Han University conference, 
May 23, 2006, in Ramat Gan, Israel. Credit: 
Dina KraftllTA. 

Bezmozgis writes about the 
Jewish immigrants from the former 
Soviet Union he grew up among in 
Toronto. "I felt something was hap
pening with the last wave of Soviet 
Jewish immigration," he said, 
explaining it had been his ambition 
since he was a teenager to write 
about the community. 

After a brief stint as a filmmaker, 
his literary star has risen quickly. 
Publications that have published 
his material have included The New 
Yorker, Harper's, Zoetrope and The 
New York Times Magazine and his 
collection of short stories, "Natasha 
and Other Stories" has been trans
lated into 12 languages. In 2005, he 
won a Guggenheim Fellowship. 

Bezmozgis, who read from his 
works at Winnipeg's Jewish Book 
Fair last year, was in Israel in May 
as one of the featured writers lec
turing and reading from his work at 
a conference at Bar-Han 
University's master's program in 
creative writing. Bezmozgis spoke 
there of the alienation felt by the 
Jewish immigrants from the former 
Soviet Union, including his own 
family, when they arrived in 
Canada. He described how they 
struggled to stay afloat financially 
and to find their way in a very for
eign culture. 

He said that what the community 
went through in Toronto, including 
an initially awkward relationship 
with the city's established Jewish 
community, was not unlike the 
experience of Russian-speaking 
Jewish immigrants elsewhere in 
North America. "There was a very 
active Jewish community who real
ly fought for these Soviet Jews, to 
get them out," he said. "They had 
certain expectations of how the 
Soviet Jews would be when they 
arrived" and "the Soviet Jews had 
ce~ain expectations .. "These expec
tatIOns did not entirely mesh; if 
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there is anything we can rely on, it 
is that 'people misunderstand each 
other." 

In his book, he tracks the adjust
ment of the fictional Berman fami
ly to a new life in Canada. 
Bezmozgis says the stories' envi
ronment is drawn from experience, 
but that the. work is fiction, not 
autobiography. In the short story 
"Topka" that he read to the confer
ence, he tells the tale of the fami
ly's son Mark, whose recent arrival 
in Toronto is softened by hisrela
tionship with a small dog who 
becomes in turns his greatest joy 
and then hjs tragedy. The story con
veys the overwhelming loneliness 
that can creep into immigrant life. 

The book has found acclaim 
among readers and critics. "The 
collection's strength lies in how 
Bezmozgis layers the specifics of 
Russian-Jewish experience with 
universal childhood and adolescent 
dilemmas," said a review from 
Publisher's Weekly, adding; "These 
complex, evocative stories herald 
the arrival of a significant new 
voice." 

Influenced by the works of Philip 
Roth and Mordechai Richler, 
Bezmozgis turned to writing after 
beginning a career making films. 
He said that as the son of immi
grants who had come to North 
America both for freedom and for a 
better financial future, he at first 
decided not to pursue writing as a 
full-time career. He studied film
making at UCLA and his first doc
umentary, "L.A. Mohel," about 
three ritual circumcisers· in Los 
Angeles, was screened at film festi
vals around the world. To pursue a 
career that was not well-paid 
"when there is all this plenty 
around was difficult for my parents 
to comprehend," he said. "I tried to 
find a middle ground." Pausing, he 
added, "All along, all I wanted to 
do is write." 
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Torah message 

Tisha B' Av especially relevant during current crisis in Israel 
Enemies cruelly target innocent Jewish families 

By RABBI AVROHOM 
ALTEIN 

T his Shabbat is called. 
"Shabbat Chazon." The 
name refers to the special. 

Haftora that we read, the first 
chapter of the book of Isaiah. 
Isaiah foretold the destruction of 
Jerusalem, the ensuing exile of 
Jews and the eventual retum and 
redemption. We read this now 
because this coming Thursday, 
August 3, is a fast day (9th of Av). 
that marks the date of the destruc
tion of the Holy Temple in 
Jerusalem. 

Haftora are "Zion will be redeemed 
through Jewish law; its captives will 
retum through charity." Isaiah connects 
Jewish redemption with the study of 
Torah law. In August, Lubavitch will 
host the tenth year of the Winnipeg 
Summer Yeshiva. This program offers 
one-on-one study sessions in Judaism 
to adult Winnipeggers. A dedicated 
group of rabbinical students will teach a 
wide range of subjects, from reading 
Hebrew to Jewish history, to Torah, 
Talmud, philosophy and Kabbalah. 

Tisha B' Av is the saddest day on 
the Jewish calendar. It is the cli
max of a three-w~ek period of 
mouming, during which we do not 
celebrate simchas nor allow hair
cuts. The fast begins Wednesday 

Tisha B'Av crowd at the Kotel, Jerusalem's Western Wall. 

What's the relevance of Torah study 
to Redemption? Let's draw a parallel 
from the current battle in Israel. In addi
tion to a well-trained and equipped 
army, Israeli soldiers must also have 
good morale. They must believe in the 
cause for which they are fighting. 

The same is true for the struggle that 

evening at sunset and continues until dark on 
Thursday night. We mourn the nearly 2,000 
years of galut, the dispersion of Jews from coun
try to country and. the long chain of persecution 
and suffering that Jews have endured. 

This fast day is particularly relevant to us 
today. The pain of galut is very real to us during 
the current crisis in Israel. Our enemies cruelly 
and deliberately target the homes of innocent 
Jewish families. They have shot over 2,000 rock
ets into Israel. Yet, a hypocritical world does not 
'blame the murderers; it blames the Jews! 

is not just a question of where we live. Anywhere 
Jews live today, even in Israel, we are in galut. 
During the early part of the last century, many 
Jews were convinced that once Jews had a state 
of their own and spoke a language of their own, 
anti-Semitism would disappear. They reasoned 
that anti-Semitism stemmed from the abnormal 
status of Jews, living as a nation without a coun
try to call its own. Once Jews would become 
"nonnalized", they would be welcomed into the 

. family of nations. 
. We now know how wrong that thinking was. 
Jewish tradition marks the beginning of the Exile 
with the destruction of the Temple - although it 
took quite some time afterwards for the Romans 

There are several important lessons to leam 
from our current crisis. The state of exile or galut 

iiiiiiiiii to "finish" off the 
remammg Jewish 
resistance in Israel. 
And Jewish tradition 
considers that the 
Redemption will take 
place only when the 
Temple will be rebuilt. 
As brave and coura
geous as we Jews are, 
we. cannot change the 
bitter reality of the 
world at large without 
divine input. For the 
time being, Jews must 
fight for the right to 
exist. 

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE 
Friday, July 28. Candles: 8:59. Mincha: 7:30. Shacharit: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 10:02. 
August 2/3: Tisha B' Av. Fast begins at 9:09. Fast ends at 9:49 p.m. 
Weekday morning services: 8:00. Evening services for the week of July 30-August 3: 8:5~ .. 
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the comer of Hartford and McGrego~ off<~rs tr~dlttonal 

Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzelt or IS saymg kad
. dish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim. 

CONGREGATIONETZ CHAYIM 
Friday, July 28 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 8:59 p.m. 

Saturday. July 29 - morning service 9:00 a.m., evening service 8:45 p.m. Shabbat ends \0:02 p.m. 
Sunday, July 30 . morning service 9:00 a.m., evening service 8:30 p.m. . . 

Monday, July 31-Tuesday. August I - moming service 7:30 a.m., even 109 servl~e 8:30 p.m. 
Wednesday. August 2 . morning service 7:30 a.m .• evening service 8:30 p.m. Fast begms 9:09 p.m. 
Thursday, August 3 - morning service 7: 15 a.m., evening service 8:30 p.m. Fast ends 9:49 p.m. Fast 
Day Tisha B' Av. 

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK 
561 Wellington Crescent; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event informaiion. please check our website or call the synagogue office. 
Friday, July 28: Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan 5:30 p.m.; Kabbalat Shabbat 6:00 

p.m.; Light Shabbat Candles 8:59 p.m. . 
Shabbat. July 29 (4 Av 5766): Morning Service 9:00 a.m. (Shabbat Chazon. Pa~ashat pevanm). 

Pre-JuniorCongregation 10:30 a.m.; Torat Chayim Torah Study 12:30 p.m.; Evenlllg Mmyan 6:00 

The concluding 
words of Isaiah in the 

we Jews face in Winnipeg. We are also 
"fighting" for our survival. Despite the growing 
number of new Winnipeggers, we are losing vast 
numbers through assimilation. Jews will resist 
the pressure to assimilate, only if they know and 
value why they are Jewish. Jews that study Torah 
gain Jewish pride and a love of Jewish life. 

The writer is head of the Chabad Lubavitch 
movement in Winnipeg. 

Keep your family posted about Judaism 
through thoughtprovoking, timely weekly 

Torah commentaries in 
The Jewish Post & News 

Call (204) 694-3332 or e~mail us at 
jewishp@mts.net to subscribe 

or take out a gift subscription for a 
friend or relative. 

Only $41.04 Cdn./year 

RE-NEW MOBILITY 
761 Osborne 
453-6473 

New & Used Walkers, Scooters, lift Chairs,· Wheelchairs, 
Bath Aides & Other Aides for Daily LlV'.'''. 

., ? NEW PRIDE SCOOTERS AND LlFTCHAIRS 
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C(rJ(tii1~fJ C(rJMn!u[,().()iMUtle tfiw/e()J(:Mutl !fJe/l/I}ic 
you ve come to trust 

p.m.; Shabbat ends \0:02 p.m. . . 
Weekday Morning Minyan Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m.; Shabbat. Sundays & Holtdays Mornmgs 

9:00 a.m. 
Daily Evening Minyan Saturday-Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan 5:30 p.m. & Kabbalat 

Shabbat 6:00 p.ni. 
HERZLIA - ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGATION 

Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun Synagogue 
Located at 620 Brock Street 
"Your home for exploring and experiencing meaningful Jewish living" 
For the week of July 28-August 3; 3-9 Av. 5766 
Friday July 28 . 
Candle Lighting: 9:00 p.m. Friday Mincha: 7:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Chazon 
July 29 Shabbat Shacharit: 9:00 a.m. Shabbat Mincha: 8:30 p.m. Shabbat Ends: 10:03 p.m. 
Sunday Shacharit: 9:00 a.m. 
Weekday Mincha: 7:15 p.m. Weekday Shacharit: 7:00 a.m. 

TALMUDTORAH-BETHJACOBSYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street. Cmdle lighting time for Friday, July 28 at 8:59 p.m. 

Mincha/Kabbahll Shabbat at 7:00 p.m. . . 
Saturday morning service at 9: 15 a.m. Scdra of the week - Devanm. Shabbat Chazon. MlIlcha 

service at 9:00 p.m. Shabbat ends at 10:02 p.m. . , 
Wednesday. August 2 - Erev Tisha B' Av. Fast begins 9:09 p.m. Thursday. August 3 - Ttsha B Av. 

Fast ends: 9:49 p.m. 
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 8:50 p.m. . . . 
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted. and everyone IS mVlted to attend. 

HEBREW CONGREGATION OF WINNIPEG BEACH . . 
Located at Camp Massad. Services every Saturday morning only, at 9:30 a.m. You are IIlvlled to 

join us and enjoy a traditional Shabbat service . 

P.,·O/Iiding: . 
... Alzheimer Care" Palliative Care" Post-Operative Care 
... Stroke Care ... Long-Term Care'" Rehabilitation 
.. Respite'" Coming ~1{)mc new Moms and inf.',Hs· 

Prot,ided {'y: INSURED dr BONDED 
~ RN 5 ... LPN s ... Health Care Aides 
• Home Support Workers ... Companions 

W'.- offer a variety of pl'ograms Imd services - • 
_ i,u/it,idtlttlly-dcsigtud care packages you help create to meet yow' spec",1 nuds 
- Free lIursing II$seSS1IIenr· . . 
_ 24 hOllr-a-dal, cart', UP .. II rlllys " /veek I Fllil-ttme 01' paN-l1me . 
_ AI I.lome, in J.1ospitnl. ;', IlllrsillJ.{ 1111J care /Jo",es 
_ Adllice 01' /Jou' to gt!r t/Je 1II0St from youI' FREE Pl'0I1illCini /J01lleCIII'f! bt!lItfJts 

Call Elba Haid or 
Angela Pollett at 

REALCARE 
day or night 

"" (204) 957-7325 
t", (20') 975-1065 

~m'" elbahald@realcare.ca 
Offk:es at t008·213 Notre Dame Ave. 

Winnipeg. ManItoba R3B 1 N3 

Illba t1ald 
Pn.-siilcllI and CEO 

Angela Pollett 
Client C.1re Mamtgcr 


