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Winnipeg Beach Municipal Recreation Center 
Welcomes You 

To Summer Bingo "at the Beach" 

Bingo is held at 7:30 p.m. \.t_ 
on Saturday ~ 
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u.s. Jewish news 
-
. Behind the headlines 

Congress voices support for Israel 
. after a week of partisan bickering 

By RON KAMPEAS 
WASffiNGTON (JTA) - A week after Israel 

took Hezbollah on in response to a cross-border 
attack, the U.S. Congress was expected to pass a 
resolution July 20 expressing support for the 
Jewish state. 

Efforts by both houses of Congress to ~s~ 
through earlier resolutions .were dogged by politi
cal turf wars and agonizing over how best to 
express concerns about the safety of. Lebanese 
civilians. The arguments were reflected m the only 
significant difference between the final Senate ver
sion, passed unanimously on July 18, and the fmal 
U.S. House of Representatives version, which was 
scheduled to come to a vote on July 20. 

The difference boiled down to 10 words in the 
"resolved" section of the final Senate version, 
which "urges all sides to protect 'innocent civilian 
life and infrastructure." No similar language 
appears in the House version, which instead rec
ognized "Israel's longstanding commitment to 

NANCY PELOSI, 
minority leader in 
the House: Removed 
her name from a res
olution as a co-spon
sor because it did 
not address the pro
tection of civilians. 

the House resolution 
is topped by the names 
of Rep. John Boehner 
(R-Ohio), the majority 
leader; Rep. Henry 
Hyde (R-Ill.), the 
chairman of the 
International 
Relations Committee, 
and the committee's 
ranking Democrat, 
Rep. Tom Lantos (D
Calif.) Republicans 
were happy to point 
out Pelosi's no-show. 
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. minimizing civilian loss." Close to 300 
: Lebanese, the vast majority of them civilians, 

: Dine In - Take-Out - Catering : have died in the fighting since July 12. Of 29 

"It speaks volumes 
that she's unwilling to 
lend her name as a co
sponsor," said Matt 
Brooks, the executive 
director of the 
Republican Jewish 

Coalition. "It highlights a real wave within' the 
Democratic Party that wants a more 'even-handed' 
approach on these issues, and that wants to view 
Israel through the same prism we do Hezbol1<ili. 
Watering down is not acceptable right now." 
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right to defend itself and pursue state sponsors of 
terrorism. "Congress recognizes that Israel has 
been forced to respond to unprovoked attacks 
and, like the United States and all sovereign 
nations, has the right and duty to defend its citi
zens," the American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee said in a 

Democrats said it is nonsense to suggest they 
were ready to equate Hezbollah and Israel. "Any
effort to protect civilians from casualties and loss 
of life is something we want to see," Sen. Robert 
Menendez (D-N.J.) said in a conference call 
with Jewish reporters. 

News analysis 
statement. 

Beneath the comity, 
however, were frustra
tion and accusations 
of bad faith. 
Democrats and 
Republicans 
exchanged barbs 
about "playing poli
tics" - and each said 
the other side was 
behind the delay. Rep. 
Nancy Pelosi (D
Calif.), the minority 
leader in the House, 
removed her name 
from the resolution as 
a co-sponsor because 
it did not address the 
protection of civilians. 

Consensus resolu
tions usually' feature 
the name of both lead
ers; -as it now stands, 

Who you gonna call? Crisis comes 
with U.S. influence in region at low 

By RON KAMPEAS 
WASHINGTON (JTA) - Israel 

knows whom to blame for starting 
the conflict now raging on two 
fronts. The question is whom to 
call to stop it. Iran, the main bene
ficiary of the violence on Israel's 
northern border, is remote from the 
consequences. 

Khaled Meshaal, the Hamas 
leader who instigated fighting in 
Gaza, is safe in Syria. And Syria, 
Iran and Hamas all are outside the 
sphere of influence of Israel or its 
closest ally, the United States. The 
likely consequence may be that 
fighting continues for the foresee
able future. 

"This is a major, major escala
tion," said Daniel Ayalon, Israel's 

. ambasSador to Washington, inter
rupting his own press briefing July 
13 with news that Katyusha rockets 
had reached Haifa for the ·first time 
ever. 

In response, Israeli planes target-

killed eight Israeli soldiers and 
abducted reservists Ehud 
Goldwasser and Eldad Regev. 

In both cases, the groups are 
demanding the release of prisoners! 
but Israel says it will not negotiate 
with terrorists. It was hard to see 
who could break the impasse. 
President Bush called on Syria to 
intervene. "Syria needs to be held 
to account," Bush said in Germany, 
where he was meeting with 
Chancellor Angela Merkel. 
"Syria's housing the militant wing 
of Hamas. Hezbollah has got an 
active presence in Syria. The truth 
of the matter is, if we really want 
this situation to settle down, the 
soldiers need to be returned and 
President Assad needs . to show 
some leadership toward peace." 

GROWER'S 
EDGE 

The problem with such an 
approach is that Bush cannot make 
the appeal to Bashar Assad directly, 
since the United States withdrew . 
its ambassador to Syria last year 
because of Syria's unwillingness to 
secure its border with Iraq and. 
expel Palestinian terrorist groups. \ 
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ed areas around Beirut. In both 
Lebanon and Gaza, the fighting 
began with Arab raids into Israeli 
territory in which some soldiers 
were killed and others kidnapped. 
Gunmen' affiliated with the Hamas 
terrorist group now governing the 
Palestinian Authority are still hold
ing Cpl. Gilad Shalit, who was cap-

That signals a larger problem; 
said David Mack, a vice president 

'of the Middle East Institute, a 
Washington think tank. 
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"The United States is increasing
ly irrelevant," he said: "At our own; 
initiative, we threw away· any 
leverage we have in Syria." .. 
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u.s. Jewish news 
Focus on issues 

As crisis escalates, programs in Israel adjust to keep kids'safe 
By RACHEL 
SILVERMAN 

NEW YORK 
(JTA) - Ever since 
rockets from Lebanon 
started pouring down 
on Israel, Emily 
Kramer has been able 
to think of only one· 
thing: her sister. 
Kramer, 24, of New 
York City, says she 
talks to Samantha, 17, 
who is on a B 'nai 
B'rith Youth 
Organization program 

Teens tour Israel on an NCSY summer pro
gram in a file photo. Credit: NCSY. 

experience program 
of . North American 
Federation of Temple 
Youth, which is affili

. ated with the Refonn 
movement. On July 
13, NFTY, which sent 
about 600 kids to 
Israel on summer pro
grams, moved several 
groups from the 
northern Golan 
Heights to the south
ern portion, farther 
from Lebanon. 

"If we have to CUf-
to Israel, "like 100 times a day." The rest of the 
time she's glued to CNN, or calling her parents 
for updates. . 

With violence spiraling since Hezbollah 
launched a cross-border raid two weeks ago, 
summer programs to Israel have been fielding 
calls from anxious relatives and confronting 
tough security decisions. One trip, the only pro
gram slated to be based entirely in the North, has 
been canceled outright. Many more have adjust
ed their itineraries to avoid both Israel's northern 
border and the area near the Gaza Strip. 

tail certain activities, then we curtail them," 
agreed Jules Gutin, director of the Conservative 
movement's United Synagogue Youth. The pro
gram canceled buses going to Safed and Haifa 

. two weeks ago. In other ways too, programs are 
remaining vigilant and responsive. Most trips 
already have in place communication networks 
such as listservs, hotlines or emergency cell 
phones. Staff-to-participant ratios are high, and 
unsupervised free time is kept to a minimum. 

"I' can assure you that we are, moment by 
moment, monitoring what's happening and mak
ing decisions," said Emily Grotta, director of 
marketing and communications for the Israel 

Public transportation is generally avoided. In 
addition, most groups make decisions based on 
information from sources like the Jewish 
Agency for Israel, which takes its cues from 
Israel's military, police and security services. 
Agency spokesman Michael J ankelowitz said 

F oeus on issues 

UNRWA reform discussed, 'but 
c~lls to disband agency rejected 

By RON KAMPEAS 
WASHINGTON (JTA) U.S. 

lawmakers· leading the effort to 
reform UNRWA rejected proposals 
to disband the UN· body adminis
tering aid to Palestinian refugees. 

Rep. Mark Kirk (R-Ill.), who has 
sponsored UNRWA reform legisla
tion in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, and Sen. Norm 
Coleman (R-Minn.) said the UN 
Relief and Works Agency performs 
an indispensable service, despite 
what they called problems with it~ 
transparency. . 

than any other refugee community, 
and should be settled where they 
now live, Bryen sai~. 

Coleman, who leads UN refonn 
efforts in the Senate, would not 
count out folding UNRWA into 
UNHCR in the future, but said that 
the agency fulfills a critical need 
for now. "One of the rt;!alities is we 
don't have anyone else on the 
ground," he said. Coleman and 
Kirk continued their arguments 
for 'greater transparency for the 
agency, which they say does not 
have a transparent budget. 

many groups have 
. chosen to head south 
to the Negev. and 
Eilat. He estimated 
there are'about 10,000 
Jewish kids from 
abroad in Israel on 
summer trips, 6,000 
of them American. 

But he said the 
majority of these stu
dents. would be head
ing home soon, as 
peak trip season draws 
to a close in early July. 
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"I don't think we should cut 
UNRWA off," Kirk said July 13 at 
a Capitol Hill briefing organized by 
the Jewish Institute for National 
Security Affairs. "UNRWA does a 
lot of good." 

UNRWA's budget runs about 
$400 million U.S. annually, 
most of it from Western nations. 
Now that Hamas, a terrorist 
group, has assumed governance 
of the Palestinian Authority, the 
Bush administration and other 
Western nations are considering 
funneling assistance money 
through UNRWA. 
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The institute has long advocated 

for folding UNRWA into the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees. 
Shoshana Bryen, the institute's 
director of special projects, opened 
the session by. saying the continued 
existence of an agency uniquely 
dedicated to Palestinians dispersed 
by the 1948 war and their descen
dants, perpetuates a myth that 
Israel's creation was a mistake. 

"As long as the Palestinian com
munity'is led to believe its status is 
unique, they become pawns for the 
most radical . elements of the 
Palestinian leadership," Bryen said . 
"Israel is not a mistake that needs 
to be corrected." Palestinians 
should be treated no differently 

On July 14, David Welch, the 
top State Department envoy to 
the region, met in Ramallah 
with P.A. President Mahmoud 
Abbas and announced plans to 
funnel $50 million U.S. in 
humanitarian aid through 
UNRWA. UNRWA officials say 
the agency undergoes periodic 
audits, adding that one such 
audit should be ready in six 
weeks. Kirk says UNRWA's 
previous audits have been too 
broad and opaque, and that UN 
auditors lack credibility. 
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