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Israeli news 
As Israelis hole up in shelters, they're scared, bored and angry 
By 
LUXNER 

LARRY 

CARMIEL, Israel 
(JTA) - Colorful rain
bows, choo-choo 
trains and flowers 
decorate the walls of 
the neighborhood 
bomb shelter in 
Carmiel, but amid the' 
overflowing toilets, 
foul smells and ten
sion of war last week-
end, nobody seemed Israeli girl Orlin Adut, 4, keeps herself busy 
to notice. with her crayons while her infant brother 

opinion shared by 
many in the Galilee. 
"We need peace, but 
you must pay for this 
peace with blood," 
Levi said. "The differ
encebetween us and, 
Hezbollah is' that we 
give them a warning 
first and we don't 
attack civilians," 
added Shuster Yafina, 
a recent immigrant 
from Moldova. 

Yet not all of 
Carmiel's victims of 
Hezbollah's aggres
sion think Israel 
should launch a full
scale invasion of 
Lebanon. "We need 
our soldiers at home. 
They are our chil
dren," said Ludmila 
Daich, then quickly 
changing the subject. 

On July 15 and then Dotan and her inother sleep on the floor to 
again on July 16, escape from the heat as their family takes 
more than 100 people refuge in a community bomb shelter after a, 
crammed into the volley of Hezbollah Katyusha rocke~s struck 
underground shelter July 13, 2006, in the northern IsraelI town of 
as Katyusha rockets Nahariya. 1\vo Israeli women were killed, 
launched by and more than 90 people wounded, as dozens 
Hezbollah terrorists of Katyusha rockets fired from Lebanon by 
rained down on the militant Islamic group Hezbollah struck 
Carmiel, a pic- communities all along Israel's northern bor-
turesque town nestled der. Credit: BP Imag~sl.lTA. 
in the mountains of northern Israel. Crymg 
babies and occasionally hysterical mothers 
added to the drama in a scene repeated through
out the Galilee region - from Nahariya, Acre and 
Kiryat Shmona in the far north to towns further 
south, like Rosh Pina, Safed and Tiberias, that 

"I'm very sorry but I don't want to speak about 
politics. I can't think about that right now, only' 
my grandson. Baruch Hashem, we are alive." 

had never before seen Katyushas. 
Between towns, the highways were virtually 

deserted as Israelis largely obeyed an order not 
to go outside unless absolutely necessary. "For 
me, I can go to hell, but it's my family I'm wor
ried about," said Niso Levi, a 51-year-old engi
neer who emigrated from Albania in 1991, along 
with his wife, Matilda, and daughters Anna and 
Ilana; The shelter, known in Hebrew as a miklat, 
is a staple of every residential complex in Israel. 
And this one was supposed to protect residents 
of Carmiel's Givat Ram neighborhood in the 
event of an attack. 

But neighbors complain that the shelter's 
water pipes are broken, that the toilets don't 
work -and that the shelter was locked by munic
ipaJ authorities at the very moment it was need
ed the most. "This is ridiculous. We l re paying as 
much in taxes as anyone else!" Ilana Fleischman 
screamed, in full view of TV reporters that had 
come to cover the latest rocket devastation. "The 
pipes are broken, the bathroom stinks. Nobody 
wants to come here." 

Not that anyone has a choice. With the distant 
booming of Katyusha rockets becoming louder 
and more frequent, only a few brave souls ven
tured out - and when one boom sounded partic
ularly close, everyone rushed back into the shel
ter, some in near-hysteria. "In 1991, I was alone 
at home" when Scud missiles fell, "so for me, 
this is like a trauma," said Fleischman, explain
ing her nervousness. "When we woke up this 
morning with a boom, everybody fell out of bed. 
Now my son doesn't want to sleep alone." 

Standing nearby was Abaron Armejanov, a 
short, wiry truck driver who was born in 
Azerbaijan and moved to Israel in 1974. "I am 
definitely not afraid," he said. "At the same time, 
I'm not looking to be a hero. I have four chil
dren. I'm a veteran of the Lebanon War, so it 
doesn't make any difference anymore," he said, 
referring to the 1982 conflict. With boredom 
creeping in, political debates in the bomb shel
ters were inevitable, and Armejanov was quick 
to offer his opinions on the current crisis. 

"We made a big mistake when we withdrew 
from, Lebanon. This gave Hezbollah time to 
build up their weapons," he told JTA, voicing an 
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Ludmila and her husband, Peter, were sitting in 
their modest home just across the street from the 
neighborhood shelter when a Katyusha ripped 
through the ceiling - leaving shattered glass all 
over their bed and shards of broken concrete in 
their front yard. "I was thinking of going to the 
shelter, but it was closed, so I came backhere," 
said Peter, a Ukrainian immigrant who settled in 
Carmiel 10 years ago. "I was here with my wife 
and daughter-in-law and her son. They live in 
Ma'alot, but they came here because she thought 
it would be safer in Carmiel." . 

It was much the same story in Tiberias, which 
was slammed by eight Katyushas two weekends 
ago. Asher Ya'ish lives on the second floor of an 
apartment building in the city. One of those mis
siles hit an apartment on the fourth floor; fortu
nately its occupants were vacationing in Tel 
Aviv. "I was sitting with my I?ds on the balcony, , 
looking out at the Kinneret," said Ya'ish, 60. 
"Half an hour before it happened, my daughter 
had arrived from Haifa, thinking it would be 
safer here." 

But safety is a relative term, and nobody feels 
in Tiberias these days. "I can't believe it. It's like 
a nightmare," said Ya'ish. "I never thought this 
could happen." In fact, the last time a missile 
landed in this lakeside town of 45,000 was in 
1971, and those rockets came from Jordan, not 
Lebanon. 

After the mid-afternoon attack at the residen
tial complex, a crowd quickly gathered at the site 
of the destruction, with one middle-aged man 
screaming "Nasrallah, we're not afraid of you! 
We will destroy you!" before the TV cameras, 
referring to Hezbollah leader Sheik Hassan 
Nasrallah. Yet beaches south of Tiberias, along 
the shores of the Kinneret, were still packed with 
vacationers until they were evacuated by police. 

Zohar Oved, the mayor of Tiberias, says he 
believes his city was targeted by Hezbollah 
specifically because irs an intemational tourist 
destination .. "We are a special community and 
the people believe our government is acting in 
the right direction., We cannot manage tourism 
with a situation like this," said Oved, noting that 
one Katyusha fell within a few yards of City 
Hall. 
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Asked if more Katyushas will fall on Tiberias, 
he said, "Unfortunately, yes. We're instructing 
the people to stay in their homes." 

Israel's minister of education, Julia Tamir, 
visits the Arab village of Majdal-Kurum, 
which was hit by a Katyusha rocket two 
weeks ago, leaving 21 injured. Israel's Arabs 
complain that their villages lack bomb shel
ters, leaving them more vulnera~le to attacks 
by Hezbollah. Credit: Larry LuxnerlJTA. 

F oeus on issues 

Israeli Arabs,' fearing 
missiles, 'say government 

is neglecting them 
By LARRY LUXNER 

MAJDAL KRUM, Israel ...; Across the 
Galilee, hundreds of thousands of Israeli Jews 
remain in bomb shelters, awaiting the next rock
et barrage from Lebanon. For Israel's~Arabs, 
however, going to underground bunkers is out,of 
the question - because their towns often don't 
have any. . 

Since the Hezbollah assault began two weeks 
ago, dozens of Katyusha rockets have landed in 
Arab villages including Majdal Krum, Fas.suta, , 
Sasa, Hurfeish and Gush Halav. On July 19, 
Rabia Abed Taluzi, 3, and his brother Mahmoud, 
9, were killed by Katyushas. The rockets hit the 
street where the boys were playing,neartheir 
home in Nazareth. In addition, Arabs have been 
hurt in the mixed Arab-Jewish city of Haifa, 
which has seen some of the worst damage so far. 

Some Israeli Arabs, who complain of discrim
ination by the Jewish majority, say their fears 
and needs are being neglected. "Most of our vil
lages are without shelters, and the houses are old 

, and exposed to danger," complains human rights 
activist Abir Kopty of Nazareth. "It's very clear 
that the Israeli media aren't dealing with what's 
happening in Arab areas. When they show on 
TV the maps of where Katyushas, are falling, 
they don't mention our villages. It's like we 
don't even exist." 

In the-Galilee town of Majdal Krum, popula
tion 13,000, residents were stanIed when six 
Katyushas hit their town two weeks ago, injur- ' 
ing 20 people and disrupting several weddings. 
Unlike nearby Carmiel - a prosperous and 
orderly Jewish city - Majdal Krum is a jumble 
of dirt roads, crumbling houses and exposed 
power lines. "We- are not equals, and now we 
look like enemies in the eyes of the Defence 
Ministry. But according to the Katyushas, we are 
equal," said Mohammed Canaan, who served as 
the town's mayor from 1993 to 2003. 

Hezbollah leader Sheik Hassan Nasrallah, he 
said, "doesn't, know exactly where the 
Katyushas will land." Shortly after the Katyusha 
attack, Education Minister Yuli Tamir paid a 
quick visit to Majdal Krum. But Canaan, 54, dis
missed the visit as inconsequential. "This is 
nothing new. Same problems, same talk," he 
told JTA. "The education minister came here for 
five minlites, visited three homes that were hit, 
and said everything will be OK." 

Nadia Hilo, one of two Arab lawmakers repre
senting the Labor Party in the Knesset, isn't sat
isfied. 'She demands that party members visit 
Arab villages to see the situation for themselves. 
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," With.great sadness we 
,'annoullce the sudden 
", passin-g of Louise Segal 

on Wednesday, June 7, 
2006 at the age of 85. 

Louise was prede
ceased by her beloved 
husband of 57 years, Sam 
Segal in 1998. She was 
also predeceased by her 
parents, four sisters and 
six brothers. 

Louise will be lovingly 
remembered by her chil

dren; Dolly (Ernie) Chi sick, Elaine (Paul) Olin, Brian 
Segal, Barney Segal, grandchildren; Shannon (Larry) 
Harman, Sean Chisick, Jason Olin, )3renlee (David) 
Selchen, Marshal OUn, Daniel Olin, Jared Segal and 
her great-grandchildren; Charlie Hannan and Hayley 
Samantha Selchen; many nieces, nephews and friends; 
in particular her friend of over 60 years, Madge Hanson. 

Louise was born on May 18, 1921 in Kamsack, 
Saskatchewan;'married Sam in 1941 and after WWII 
they settled in Winnipeg. In the family home on 
Lansdowne Avenue her positive caring approach to 
life laid the foundation for a home filled with warmth, 
love and laughter. Caring for her family was a labor of 
love. 

Louise's energy was endless. Her baking, cooking, 
sewing and gardening were unsurpassed and cherished 
by family and friends. Mominstilled in her children a 
strong work ethic and the value of an education. Her 
zest for life meant living each day to its fullest, enrich-
ing each day with her sense of humor. ' 

During her life, Louise was active in various charita
ble organizations including Pioneer Women. Her gen
erosity, time and energy, was extended to those in need .. 

Her greatestpleasures were her children, grandchil
dren and great grandchildren. Baba's gifts ofuncondi
tional love, goodness and compassion are memories 
her grandchildren will carry in their hearts forever. 

Mom, Baba, Great Baba; you will always be loved, 
remembered and missed. 

A graveside service was held on Friday, June 9h at 
the Shaarey Zedek Cemetery, officiated by Rabbi Alan 
Green and Cantor Anibal Mass. 

Pallbearers were Jason Olin, Daniel Olin, David 
Selchen, Sean Chisick, Jim Cook and Barney Segal. 
Honorary pallbearers were Jarred Segal, Marshal Olin, 
Larry Hannan, Gamet Fox, Leroy Fox, Charles Shore, 
Barbara Katz, Carol Cook and Ben Katz. 

In memory of Louise, donations may be made to the' 
charity of your choice. 
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SAM ARENSON 
October. 14, 1915 - June 21, 2006 

Sam Arenson beloved 
husband, father and 
grandpa passed away at 
the Sharon Home on June 
21, 2006. Funeral serv
ices were held on June 23 
at the Shaarey Zedek 
Synagogue. 

He is survived by his 
wife of 60 years, Rose , 
who resides at the Sharon, 
home; ,daughters, Merle 

Casaert ,Uf()ra, ON and Rhea (Tim) of 
Chilliwack, BC; grandchildren, Aaron, Michelle and 
Jesse. He also leaves to mOl,lm his sister Edith Si"mon 
of Phoenix, AZ plus many relatives and friends. 

Sam was born in Kamsack, SK and spent his adult 
life in Winnipeg as a manufacturer's agent in the 
garment industry, where he made many long lasting 
friendships. He was a very successful curler. He was 
the skip of the Winnipeg team two years in a row in the 
B'nai Brith Bonspiel in 1953 and 1954. He loved all 
sports, especially the horses. 

Sam was loved by all who knew him. Family and 
friends were very important to him and he always made 
an effort to keep in touch. 

Thanks to everyone who cared' and comforted our 
dad during his final days. He will be greatly missed and 
always loved. • 

GLORIA JANET STERIN, PHD 
The family of Gloria 

Sterin sadly announces 
her death on Friday, May 
26 at her home in Cleve
land, Ohio. Her death 
comes just 8 weeks after 
the passing of her hus
band, Will. Gloria was 
81 years old and had been 
suffering from Alzheimer 
disease for a number of 

years. She leaves behind their three children, Laurie 
Butler, Tom, and Anne Sterin-Breschi; daughter-in
law )ennifer, and sons-in-law Troy Butler and Paolo 
Breschi; grand children Katelyn, Tivan, Eric, Kiva and 
Ariella. She also leaves her sister-in-law Pauli Guld 
and sister and brother-in law Eleanor and Max Herst. 

Gloria was born in Winnipeg and attended school 
there. She graduated in 1946 from the General Hospital 
School of Nursing and did nursing for several years 
before returning to school at the University of Mani
toba faculty of Social Work. She was very active 
during the Polio epidemic of 1953 working at the King 
George (Municipal Hospitals) where she was instru
mental in setting up the social work department to aid 
those stricken with the disease. 

The family moved to Cleveland in 1963 in order for 
William to continue his studies in pathology and Gloria 
continued with her studies obtaining her MA at Case 
Western Reserve. She then worked at the Cleveland 
Foundation while studying for a Phd in Sociology. 
After obtaining her doctorate she co-authored a book, 
"The Person With Alzheimer's" with Phyllis Harris 
which was published in 1998. 

All of her accomplishments were spread over a 
period of years so that the raising of her family was not 
neglected. She was an active participant in family 
matters and was always there when needed. She will be 
remembered. 

Services were held on Sunday, May 28 at Hillcrest 
Memoriai Park in Cleveland with interment beside her 
husband. 

¢ 
%e fami{y of 

!1(aclie£ (jo[dStein 
((joszer) (Szternje£rf) 

tliattK:§ you for yourcomfortil1;9 
ei\Pression.s'of sympatliy ami 

tri6ute to lier memory. 
We wife a{ways remem6er tfie fove 

and support of our family and friends. 

ALLAN SLIWOWICZ 
On Saturday July 8, 2006. Allan, beloved husband of 

Rachel. Loving father and father-in-law of Kevin 
Sliwowicz and Loraine Manzig, Harvey Sliwowicz 
and Erika Krausz. Devoted grandfather ofisaac, Gabriel, 
Katrina, and Shawna. 

A graveside service was held on Monday July 10 at 
the Pardes Shalom Cemetery. Shiva at 96 Castle Knock 
Rd., Toronto, Ontario. 

If desired, memorial donations may be made to The 
Allan Sliwowicz Memorial Fund c/o The Benjamin 
Foundation, 3429 Bathurst St. Toronto, Ontario M6A 
2C3,416-780-0324. 

mtnbeiling 
The falllily oj the late 

FANNY 
GOLDENBERG 

wishes to illforlll their 
relatil'es alldfriellds 'of the 

ullveilillg of a footstolle 
dedicated to IlI:r 

101'illg memory Oil 
Sunday, Augllst6. 2006 

at 11 :00 a.m. 
at the 

Shaarey Zedek Cemetery 
Gate 4. Sec. F. Roll' 18 
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TIle family of the late 

ROSE 
(SLUTCHUK) 
GOLTZMAN 
wishes to ill/ol'lIItheil' 

relatives alld fl'iellds of the 
IIlIveilillg of a headstolle 

dedicated to her 
lovillg memory all 

SUllday. Allgust 6. 2006 
at 11 :30 a.m. 

at the 
Slwarey Zedek Cemetery 
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August 4, 
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mtnbeiIing 
The fmllil), of the late 

DR. JOHN 
MATAS 

wishes to il/Joml their 
relatives alld friellds 0/ the 

III1l'eilillg of a headstolle 
dedicated to his 

Im'illg memory 011 

SUllday. AUgllst 13.2006 
at JO:OO a.m. 

at the 
SI/(wrey Zedek Cellletel)' 

3Jn Jflilemoriam 

illiovillg mel/lory of 
ollr vel)' dear SOli, 

JONATHON 
BASS 

who died tragically 
.lilly 30,1992 

Timeless to death he weill, 
his sOllg of life was cur too 
soon, . 
how sad· for he had /I/Ore 
sOllgs. 
-Lovillgly remembered alld 
sadly lIIissed by llis 1110111, dad, 
gralldmother, sister alld 
brother. 

3Jn jItIlemoriam 
8tb ~abt?eit 

In loving memOlY of 

DINA BLANARU 
who passed away 

Jllly 14, 1998 
20 Days ill Tammuz 

-Ever remembered alld sadly 
missed by her parents, 
brotllers, sisters-in-law, 
lIephews alld lIieces. 


