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Comment 

Kids in north holding up pretty well,expert says 
Things done to help Israeli youngsters in wartime, Nechemia Meyers writes 

, 'The kids in the north are holding up 
pretty well after days of being 
confined to air raid shelters and 

sealed rooms. But most of them are bored stiff and 
showing the typical symptoms of people in their 
situation: anxiety, sleeping difficulties, moodiness 
and temper tantrums," says Dr. Moshe Farchi, one 
of Israel's leading experts on how to help 
youngsters deal with the problems caused by 
stressful situations. 
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Youth room in an Israeli 
bomb shelter. 

may force the mass 
evacuation of 
young people to 
the center of the' 
country. Many' 
thousands have 
already been 
evacuated on the 
initiative of their 
families or within 
the framework of 
special schemes. 
And as has 
happened time and 
again during crisis 
periods in Israel, 
ordinary citizens 
have opened up 

Thousands of families have taken in "refugees" 
from the north, who, when they arrive at a town in 
central Israel are apt to find a billboard 
welComing them. And what is particularly 
important where the kids are concerned, many 
movie houses, swimming pools and other 
recreational facilities in this area admit boys and 
girls from the north without charge. Even special 
sports camps, devoted to teaching youngsters how 
to improve their soccer or basketball, have taken 
in kids from the Galilee, and' made them feel at 
home .. 

NECHEMIA MEYERS 

Farchi has had a lot of 
experience in the field, 
particularly in Kiryat 
Shmoneh, which 
suffered rocket attacks 
time and again for well 
over a decade. But there 
was usually a lull 
between one attack and 
another, when shelters 

their homes and hearts to their suffering fellow 
countrymen. 

Will the disruptions . of the present period 
continue to have an effect on the kids who are 
sitting in shelters for days on end and/or those 
who are being evacuated? This depends, says Dr. 
Farchi, on how quickly and effectively they are 
helped to overcome their anxieties - before the 
possible onset of Post-Traumatic-Stress-Disorder. 

The writer lives in Rehovot, Israel .. 
could be left behind. 
Moreover, this time 
the areas under attack 
are a hundred times 
larger and the children 
under stress are far 
more numerous. 

Things can and are 
being done to help 
them. Group leaders 
have been trained by 
Farchi and his 
colleagues to keep the 
boys and girls 
occupied while. they 
are forced to remain 
inside. The youngsters 

. are invited to write 
down their feelings 
and experiences, as 
well as to participate 
in games, breathing 
exercises, etc. In 
addition, Farchi runs a 
hot line so that 
individual families can 
call in for advice. 

Relieving the 
boredom for the kids 
and their parents alike 
are Israeli· artists, 
singers, story-tellers, 
magicians and 
entertainers of all 
sorts. Every day 
dozens go from shelter 
to shelter, in the same 
way that, in previous 
conflicts, they went 
from one army outpost 
to another. Thus if you 
happen to be at the 
right shelter at the 
right time, you may 
hear a famous vocalist 
- who usually appears 
with a back-up group 
of a half-dozen 
musicians - singing 
with only his own 
guitar to accompany 
himself. 

Entertainers and 
gam e s 
notwithstanding, 
Farchi believes that a 
prolonged conflict 

Letter a despicable attack on Winnipeg .Israeli community 
On July 26, 2006, The Jewish Post & 

News published a letter by Gordon 
Pullan entitled "Many used Israel as 
stepping stone." Pullan's letter mounts 
to a despicable attack on the Israeli 
community in Winnipeg. The timing of 

. the publication is shocking. This letter 
was published during a time when 
Israeli Winnipeggers have to deal with 
the implications of a war in their home 
country. This is 110t a time for infighting 
within the Winnipeg Jewish community, 
and I did entertain the option of not 
responding. However, like most Israelis, 
I was taught that such an attack cannot 
be unanswered. 

In his letter, Mr. Pullan classifies 
Winnipeg Israelis into two groups: those 
who were born in the former Soviet 
Union and those who were born in 
Israel. I am dismayed by the use of such 
classification. Our history is full of 
tragedies resulting from stigmas' and 
classifications. According to Pullan 
"once the benefits offered to the Israeli 
immigrants expire, we lose them," and 
we are "dealing with" "many who used 
Israel as a stepping stone." I beg to 
differ. I have many Israeli friends and 
acquaintances in the city. Some came 
here recently and others came to Canada 
years ago. First, personally I know of 
very few Israelis who received benefits 
from the community. Most of the 
Israelis I know are self-sufficient 
individuals. Second, my fellow Israeli 
Winnipeggers (of both "types") are 
productive members of the community. 
We have Israeli doctors, university 
professors, researchers, managers, 
nurses, lawyers, teachers, people who 
work for the hi-tech industry, local 
business owners, and laborers. These 
people are hard-working and productive 
Canadian taxpayers. They are also 
proud, and some active, members of the 
Jewish community. 

There are close to 13,000 Jews living 
in Winnipeg. Like in other communities, 
only a portion of the Jewish community 
membership consists of active members. 
The Israeli community in Winnipeg is 

. -
no different. We are a small community 
(some say around 200 adults). If only 20 
of us are active, that may look to 
someone like Mr. Pullan' as a small 
nl!mber. However, this number 
represents a high participation ratio. In 
my eight years .in our city, I have seen 
fellow Israeli Wiimipeggers active in the 
Jewish community on numerous' 
occasions. True, most of this activity is 
grassroots. For example, a significant 
number of Israelis were involved in a 
group called Canadians for Israel who 
organized the 2,500-people-strong rally 
for Israel in 2002. Many Israelis were 
also involved in the Winnipeg Zionist 
Initiative, helping at many levels of 
activism, including media watch. Some 
of us were, and are, members of boards 
of different institutions in the 
community. In the past few years the 
Winnipeg Israeli community has 
organized several cultural and political 
events in Hebrew. These events were all 
high-quality and well attended. I am 
sure that Mr. Pullan would agree that 
this would not be possible without a 
significant involvement by the 
Winnipeg Israeli community members. 

Moreover, most of the Israeli 
Winnipeggers served in the Israeli army. 
Unfortunately, many of us participated 
in Israel's wars. We have people who 
were prisoners of war, lost their friends 
and loved ones, and lost their youth to 
war. I am sure that all of us would rather 
be involved in a lifetime of community 
activity rather than experiencing war or 
other hostilities. Mr. Pullan is displeased 
with "those Israelis who, although born 
in Israel, came to Canada seeking a life 
that was economically easier and 
appearing to provide a stress-free life." I 
think that we deserve to live such a life. 
Fortunately, as free people we can 
choose where we want to live, just like 
Mr. Pullan. As for the Israelis who were 
born in the former Soviet Union, they 
have the right to choose where to live as 
well, just like the first Jewish 
immigrants to Canada who came 
primarily from Eastern Europe. 

Perhaps the most powerful response to 
Mr. Pullan's viscous attack can be found 
on the front page of the same edition of 
The .Jewish Post & News. The paper:'s 
editor writes about a July 17 rally in 
support of Israel, organized by a 
grassroots Israeli group, named Canada 
Sheli (My Canada) who invited:~p.e 
organized Jewish community onboard. 
This event was well attended by Israelis 
and non-Israelis. Many people could not 
find a seat in the Berney Theatre for thiS' 
event. Canada Sheli also organiied 
several counter demonstrations facing 
anti-Israeli demonstrators in town. 
Writing off the contribution of Israelis to 
the Jewish community is bad enough. 
Describing the Israelis in Wumipeg as 
people who take advantage of this 
community is outrageous. 

I agree with the concerns raised in 
Harold Buchwald's June 28 column 
entitled "Where are the Winnipeg 
Israelis?", where he highlights the fact 
that Israelis are not very active within 
the organized Jewish community 
institutions. I have no defmite answer 
for why this is the case. I suggest that it 
should be a priority of our community to 
build a bridge that will increase the level 
of involvement of local Israelis in the 
community institutions. 

I ask the readers to imagine opening 
. the Winnipeg Free Press and reading a 

letter to the editor that claims that 
Winnipeg Jews use Canada as a stepping 
stone to enhance their welfare and move 
on "when required to take full 
responsibility as resident[s] of the 
community." This would raise a justified 
outrage by member~. of the community 
and be classified as ;anti-Semitic. 

Mr. Pullan writes that his view of the 
local Israelis is "a perception and not 
based on any study or research." Many 
of my Israeli friends have a differ~nt 
name for this perception. They call it 
prejudice. I hope that Mr. Pullan is 
wrong when he writes that he is' "sure 
this perception is shared by a number of 
your readers." 

GADY JACOBY, PhD. 
Winnipeg 

Comment 

Silenced voices Lebanese conflict • 
In 

The torrent of media images 
around the current Israeli-Lebanese 
crisis has paradoxically narrowed 
the political spectrum to 
automaton-like "pro" or "anti" 
Israel p'ositions. This is 
characteristic of tumultuous times 
in the Middle East. I would like to 
counter this effect by introducing a 
close friend of the family in Beirut 

l 
who may help to accentuate the 

Now the fact is our country 
(Israel) is boml?ing' their country . 
(Lebanon). They live in northern 
Beirut and watch the bombings in 
the . southern part from their 
balcony. Despite our 
admonishments to come to Canada 
(because they have Canadian 
citizenship), they wish to remain in 
Beirut so long as the situation is 
bearable. Thus far, they are safe. 

~hades of grey that underscore this 
Issue. 

During four years of doctoral 
studies in Toronto from 1994-1998, 
my husband and I became very 
close friends with a Christian 
Armenian couple from Lebanon. 
We have been like family ever 
since, in spite of the obvious 
difficulties. . For example, as 
Israelis, we cannot visit them and 
cannot even mention Israel in our 

During our recent e-mail 
exchanges, I asked my friend his 
opinion of the conflict and his 
answer was uncharacteristic of all 
Lebanese voices curreptly on the 
news. That is why I wish to share 
this with a Winnipeg audience. 
Here is a brief excerpt verbatim of 
his e-mail:' 

correspondences. . 

"As for the situation, it is difficult 
for me to explain bye-mail what is. 
really going on. Here is a summary 
of my observations: . 

Help equip shelters with distractions 
'During these' difficult times, I am confident 
that~ost readers of this newspaper sympathize 
with' Israel's current crisis. It does not matter 
'o/hat your' politics are. No one wants to see 
innocent people die. I am also sure that many 
people share my frustration in asking themselves 
vr,l,lat~c~ th,eydoto help. ..•. 
. 'My 'purpose in writing this letteris that, while 

glued to the news during the past weeks, I ha:ve 
noticed how difficult it is for Israelis to be living 
in:their shelters day and night. The stress on the 
parents, and the greater stress on the children, is 
clearly the less talked about story of this war. 
Some shelters are larger than others and have 
better facilities. Nothing is as good, however, as 
being in one's own home. In a shelter, one lacks 
privacy, parents and children are frightened, it is 
hot and tension increases. 

Many shelters are not as well equipped as 
others. I thought it would be a good idea to try 
and raise money to equip as many shelters as 
possible for such basic distractions as 
televisions, DVD players and/or air 
conditioners. Even when this war ends, there 

. will unfortunately always be a need for these 
shelters. . 

I've taken it upon myself to contact municipal 
authorities in northern towns including Klryat 
Shmoneh, Acre and Nahariya to see what help 
could be provided. I hope, with your help, to 
supply as many TVs, etc. as we can afford. I am 
therefore asking anyone who is interested and 
wants to help in some way to contribute $20.00 
towards the purchase of these items. I propose to 
prepare a list of all the contributors and the 
amounts contributed. Once the purchases are 
made, I'll have photographs taken to show what 
we've accomplished. I have contacts in Israel to 
purchase the above at discount prices, so the 
more I can raise, the more we can buy. 

I am writing this letter on my own. I am not 
part of any organization. I don't mean to detract 
from any contribution to any worthwhile 
organization that's helping Israel at the present 
time. By not being in an organization, there are 
no overhead costs and you would know that 
your money goes directly towards helping 
Israelis. If you are interested in helping out, you 
can contact me at work at (204) 982-0807. 
Together we ~an make a difference. 

HOWARD L. TENNENHOUSE 
Winnipeg 

1) the majority of 
Lebanese (all but the 
shiites) do not approve 
Hizbullah's agenda. 

2) this majority 
supports the idea that 
Hizbullah should be 
disarmed. 

3) However, they 
are very c s~eptical 
about ,. the 
effectiveness \ of· 
Israel's military 
campaign to 
disarminghveakening 
hizbullah .. 

4) The fear is that 
after this war is over, 
hizbullah could be 
more stronger than 
ever, the current pro
west Lebanese 
government will 
collapse and be 
replaced by a more 
radical government." 

For those who 
believe that all 
Lebanese reject 
Israel's campmgn, 
think again. Many 
Lebanese would like 
nothing better than to 
be rid of the 
Hezbollah once and 
for all. They are thugs 
and terrorists and they 
have taken the 
Lebanese people 
hostage to promote 
their own extremist 
agendas. This conflict 
comes in all shades of 
grey. Try to remember 
that wh~n expressing 
your VIeWS so you 
don't become just 
another cog in the 

. propaganda machine. 
TAMIAMANDA 

JACOBY 
Department of 

Political Studies 
Centre for Defence 

and Security Studies 
University of 

Manitoba 
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Letter about Winnipeg Israelis ignorant, uninformed 
re: "Many Used Israel as Stepping 

Stone" (letters, July 26 Jewish Post 
& News). 

the Israelis because a) he is not an 
Israeli and b) he has obviously not 
made any effort t6 get to know us. 

I am perplexed. What benefits for 
Israelis frpm the. Jewish community 
is Mr. Pullan talking about? I don't 
know any Israelis who received any 
"benefits", including myself and 
my family. 

By the way, it is none. of Mr. 
Pullan's business why someone 
leaves this or that country in the 
world and comes to Canada. For . 
sure not to get "benefits" from the 

. Jewish community. 
I do know, however, that Israelis 

(and there are quite a few of us in 
Winnipeg) feel alienated by the 
Jewish community - the Jewish 
establishment. 

I find Mr. Pullan's letter ignorant, 
uninformed and condescending. I 
tell Mr. Pullan: "This Israeli never 
received anything from the Jewish 
community and I will never ask for 
anything from people like you!" What has the Jewish community. 

done for. us, the Israelis? I would 
like Mr. Pullan to tell me. 

BEATE ZAHN 
Winnipeg 

We are a distinct 
group of people just 
like people from other 
foreign countries. We 
speak a foreign 
language - Ivrit. 

We have our own 
culture which is 
different from that of 
the established Jewish 
community. 

We do things in a 
different way. We are 
not much for striking 
committees . and 
discussing endlessly 
when and what and 
how something should 
be done. While it takes 
the Jewish community 
three weeks to get a 
pro-Israel rally going, 
the Israeli community 
organized a rally in 
the Berney Theatre, 
and has staged two 
pro - I s rae 1 
demonstrations 
countering anti-Israeli 
demonstrations. 
Where was the Jewish 
community? I read 
that we have more that 
10,000 Jews III 

Winnipeg, not 
counting the Israelis. 
Where have they been 
while we Israelis and a 
handful of admirable 
non-Israelis, Jews and 
non-Jewish friends of 
Israel, waved the flag 
for Israel? 

In the Jewish 
Community Centre 
there is no sign in 
Hebrew like 
"Bruchim habaim", or 
some motivational 
signs showing that the 
Jewish community 
really cares for Israel. 
We just get the 
regular, boring, blah
blah speeches without 
tachles. We just don't 
feel welcome there. 
If Mr. Pullan will 

live a thousand years, 
he will not understand 

Letter a fair description 
of Thau-Eleff's activities 

Re: "Insulted by attacks on my friend Daniel" 
• by Rabbi Henry Balser, Congregatiori Etz 

Chaim, letters, July 26/2006 Jewish Post & 
News. 

Dear Rabbi Balser, 
Your personal friendship with Daniel Thau

Eleff can't prevent me from describing D~iel 
the way he projects himself in his articles and his 
political statements in Winnipeg for the last few 
years. What I wrote about Daniel did not make 
me feel good or bad, only sad. And it was not 
intended to be an insult, but a fair description of 
his much-publicized activities. I stated that 
Daniel is and acts as an adolescent leftist, and 
this is without any prejudice. I have some friends 
who also share his views. I don't agree with 
them, and call them leftists. It's not a big issue. 

PHILIP WEISS 
Adult rightist 

Rabbi Balser referred in his July 26 letter only 
to one by Mel Fogel, criticizing Daniel Thau
Eleff. 

-EDITOR 

Balser letter fails to address 
root issue 

Rather than addressing the root issue raised by 
Daniel Thau-Eleff's attack on "Jewish filmmakers" 
who would produce the film "Obsession: Radical 
Islam' War Against the West", namely, why the 
singling out or identification of the filmmakers as 
Jewish if the film is to be conderrmed by him as 
hateful propaganda, Rabbi Balser accuses Thau
Eleff's critics of failing to explain to Thau-Eleff or 
others who might share his views how radical Islam 
threatens us and Israel. 

Surely, as an anti-occupation activist, Mr. Thau
Eleff is well-versed in the entire debate relating to 
radical Islam, Israel, Zionism/anti-Zionism et ai. To 
suggest that he is a neophyte on the subject and . 
needs to be indulged while he learns is, to come to 
his defence, patronizing and belies the fact that he 
himself has admitted to having been transformed 
from a supporter of Israel and a Zionist. In fact, his 
play is all about his transformation from a supporter 
of Israel-and Zionism, so to describe him as a 
person who cares about Israel defies credulity. . 

As far as calling him "self-hating" or "anti
Semitic" is concerned, my letter only raised that 
possibility and that it could be understandable in 
light of his views. After all, it wasn't me but Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. who brought it to everyone's 
attention 'that anti-Zionism is anti-Semitism. 

MEL FOGEL 
Toronto, ON 
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