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The true passion of Mel Gibson?· Drunken tirad£! tu·rns anti-Semitic 
By TOM TUGEND 

L os ANGELES (JTA) - "My life is 
f****d," actor Mel Gibson said repeatedly. 
after delivering an anti-Semitic tirade 

following his arrest on suspicion of drunk driving, 
according to a report by the arresting officer. 

L"s Angeles reserves a special tolerance for 
celebrity misbehavior, but the self-appraisal by the 
director of "The Passion of the Christ" may well 
come to pass. 

The Gibson case is expanding into an' 
investigation of the Los Angeles County· Sheriff's 

r .' office to determine whether it censored one of its 
own deputies to cover up Gibson's misogynistic 
and anti-Jewish slurs. 

The 50-year old actor and director was arrested 
at 2:30 a.m. July 28 while driving more than 80 
miles per hour, nearly twice the posted speed limit, 
in Malibu. 

Sheriff's Deputy James Mee reported that he 
pulled the car over, found a bottle of tequila inside, 
and administered tests, which showed Gibson.'s 
blood-alcohol level well above the Califomia legal 
limit. Gibson was booked and released on bail a 
few hours later. . 

The incident might have passed as a regrettable 
but forgivable misstep but for the celebrity and 
gossip Web site www.trnz.com. which quickly· 
published four pages of a handwritten eight-page 
report on the case by Mee. 

According to the four pages, authenticated 
independently by the Los Angeles Time~, Gibson 
became belligerent after his an'est, cursed and 
threatened Mee and then launched "into a barrage 
of anti-Semitic statements." 

"F*****g Jews,:' Gibson alleged shouted. "The 
Jews are responsible for all the wars in the world." 
He then asked Mee, "Are you a Jew?" He also 

Mel Gibson's .anti-Semitic slurs 
met with rare Hollywood silence 

By TOM TUGEND 

I os ANGELES (JTA) - Hollywood's top 
guns have answered actor-director Mel 

.J Gibson's vicious anti-Semitic slurs - with 
deafening silence. Gibson, director of the 
controversial "The Passion of the Christ," was 
pulled over in the early hours of July 28 while 
speeding along the Pacific Coast Highway in 
Malibu, Calif. He was booked on suspicion of 

. drunk driving. 
In the original report filed by the arresting 

officer, Gibson was described as belligerent and 
cursing the "F*****g Jews. The Jews are 
responsible for all the wars in the world." He 
then asked Los Angeles County Sheriff's Deputy 
James Mee, "Are you a Jew?" 

In an apology August 1 to "everyone in the 
Jewish community," Gibson admitted to the anti
Semitic slur and asked to meet with Jewish 
leaders "with whom I can have a one-on-one 
discussion to discern the appropriate path for 
healing." Gibson added that "there is no excuse, 
nor should there be any tolerance, for anyone 
who thinks or expresses any kind of anti-Semitic 

-.. remark. Please know from my heart that I am not 
an anti-Semite. I am not a bigot. Hatred of any 
kind goes against my faith." 

Prior to Gibson's statement, attempts to elicit 
reactions from some 15 leading Jewish 
producers, directors, actors and writers proved 
fruitless. A remarkably large number were said 
to be on vacation or out of the country, while 

- others did not return messages. Even Alan 
Nierob, a Jewish man who is Gibson's official 
spokesman, was said to be on a two-week 
vacation at the height of his. employer's crisis. 
Well-connected entertainment industry 
journalists ran into the same reticence. 

Michael Speier, managing editor of the trade 
publication Variety, explained the reluctance to 
speak out in this way: "In Hollywood, you can 
never help yourself by saying something critical 
on the record. You don't want to piss anyone off 
because you never know when you might need 
him later on. Who knows, in a few years Gibson 

,- might be a changed man and give $10 million 
U.S. to the Anti-Defamation League." 

Bernie Brill stein, a veteran talent agent and 
manager, said, "Hollywood is a small company . 
town and you figure everyone is entitled to his 
position. Anyway, everybody takes it for granted 
that Gibson is an anti-Semite, so people say, 
'Well, he did it again.'" However, he added, "if 
Gibson's statement, if true, had been anti-gay or 
anti-black, there would be· an uprising in 

Hollywood like you've never seen before." 
Jewish defence organizations, usually quick to 

respond to anti-Semitic slurs, were initially a .bit 
muted. But Abraham Foxman, national director 
of the Anti-Defamation L~ague and a fierce 
critic of Gibson's "The Passion of the Christ," 
said, "We would hope that Hollywood now 
would realize the bigot in their midst and that 
they will distance themselves from this anti
Semite." 

On August 1, after Gibson's specific apology 
to the Jewish community, Foxmansaid it 
"sounds sincere" and that after Gibson's 
"rehabilitation for alcohol abuse, we will be 
ready and willing to help him with· his second 
rehabilitation to combat this disease of 
prejudice. " 

David Harris, executive director of the 
American Jewish Committee, also welcomed the 
apology and said that "we look forward" to 
"Gibson matching his contrition with his own 
deeds," . 

The one exception to the general silence in 
Hollywood was talent agent Ari Emanuel, the 
model for agent Ari Gold in the HBO series 
"Entourage" and brother of Rep. Rahm Emanuel 
(O-Ill,). In a widely circulated statement to The 
Huffington Post 'blog, 
www.Huffingtonpost.com. Emanuel said, "At a 
time of escalating tensions in the world, the 
entertainment industry cannot idly stand by and 
allow Mel Gibson to get away with such 
tragically inflammatory statements. When 'The 
Passion of the Christ' came out, Gibson was 
quoted as categorically denying anti-Semitism 
attributed to him. 

"Now we know the truth... People in the 
entertainment community, whether Jew or 
gentile, need to demonstrate that they understand 
how much is at stake in this by professionally 
shunning Mel Gibson and refusing to work with 
him, even if it means a sacrifice to their bottom 
line. There are times in history when standing up 
against bigotry and racism is more important 
than money." 

While many in Hollywood have privately 
praised Emanuel's gutsiness, hardly any were 
willing to emulate him. It has been left largely to 
some outspoken bloggers to hold Gibson to 
account. .. 

After scoring Hollywood executives and talent 
for lack of moral courage and putting dollars 
ahead of principle, commentator and author 
Arianna Huffington urged Disney studios to 
scrap plans to distribute Gibson's next film. 

.. 

MEL GIBSON after his July 28 arrest: Said 
to have launched into a barrage of anti
Semitic statements, 

allegedly said.to a female sergeant, "What do you 
think you're looking at, sugar t**s?" . 

The following day, Gibson released a statement: 
"After drinking alcohol on July 27, I did a number 
of things that were very wrong and for which I am 
ashamed," he wrote. "I acted like a. person 
completely out of control when I was arrested, and 
said things that I do not believe to be true and 
which are despicable. I am deeply ashamed of 
everything I said," he continued. "I 'disgraced 
myself and my family with my behavior, and for 
that I am truly sorry." 

"Mel Gibson's· apology is unremorseful and 
insufficient,"Abraham Foxman, national director 
of the Anti-Defamation League, said in a 
statement July 30. "It's not a proper apology 
because it does not go to the essence of his bigotry 
and his anti-Semitism." 

Foxman had been'a fierce critic of Gibson when 
his film, "The Passion of the Christ," was released 
in 2004, charging that the depiction of Jews in. the 
picture could trigger anti-Semitism. "His tirade 
finally reveals his true self and shows that his 
protestations during the debate over his film 'The 
Passion of the Christ' - that he is such a tolerant, 
loving person - were a sham," Foxman wrote. "We 
would hope that Hollywood now would realize the 
bigot in their midst and that they will distance 
themselves from this anti-Semite." 

Foxman also suggested that Gibson may have 
adopted the bigotry of his father, Hutton Gibson, 
who has sought to deny the historical truth of the 
Holocaust. 

After Mee filed his eight-page report, he was 
told by his superiors that it was too 
"inflammatory," would incite a lot of "Jewish 
hatred" and that the situation in Israel was "way 
too inflammatory," according to tmz.com's 
managing editor, Harvey Levin. Mee then 
produced a "sanitized" version of his report, after 
which a spokesman said that Gibson, a longtime 
supporter of the sheriff's department, had been 
arrested "without incident." 

Sheriff Lee Baca told reporters that "there is no 
coverup" in the case. His department has launched 
an internal investigation, which also will probe 
who leaked Mee's original report to trnz.com. 

Baca defended Gibson, telling the Los Angeles 
Times, "People say stupid things when they are 
drunk, and they later regret it. You don't convict 
him on what he said. People aren't convicted for 
saying stupid things." . 
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Torah comment 

Concerned Jews· should don tefillen, attach mezuzahs to doorposts 
Torah links the two deed~ to safety, security of Jews, especially in Israel 

By RABBI AVROHOM ALTEIN want to express their daily in synagogue services. 

I s there a Jewish way to express our solidarity with Israel The scroll must be hand-written by a scribe 
. Solidarity with Israel? during the current with specially prepared kosher ink on 

crisis, in a tangible parchment. The letters arc shaped differently 
"Don Tefillin on your arm and head. way. There is a than printed Hebrew; they are an intricate piece 

Teach the Torah to your children. Attach long-standing Jewish of artwork. 
mezuzahs to your doorpost, so that your tradition of how to If even part of a single letter becomes erased 
lives will be lengthened on the Promised express concern for with time, the mezuzah is disqualified and 
Land." the plight of fellow cannot be fixed. 

These words constitute the ending of Jews. The high point It is almost impossible to write a mezuzah that 
the second paragraph of the daily Shema, of any Jewish is kosher and contains all the necessary detail, if 
found in this week's Shabbat Torah gathering should be it is less than 7 centimetres tall. Most kosher '.1. 

reading. They convey an important and prayer. Traditionally, mezuzahs are between 10 to 14 centimetres in 
relevant message to us. The security and Jews say Psalms ·lieight. 
safety of Jewish lives, both in Israel and (Tehilim); otherwise, One should be suspicious of small mezuzahs,· 
the Diaspora, depend on our' connection the gathering lacks because the vast majority of the small mezuzahs 
to Judaism: Jewish character. that are sold are "counterfeit". Some are ·not 

The former chief rabbi of Israel, Rabbi Hanging a mezuzah on a Secondly, concerned hand-written at all; many are written by 
Lau, recently related that he had received doorpost: Every door of a Jews should don incompetent scribcs and lack the necessary 
a telephone call from Arik Sharon after Jewish home should have tefillin and attach detail. 
his first stroke. Sharon said, "Rabbi, I am kosher mezuzahs to Many fancy cases have a tiny opening LhaL is 
deeply concerned about Jewish life. one. their doorposts. The so small that a kosher parchment cannot fit into 
More than the issues of security and the Torah specifically links these two mitzvot to the it. Never buy a mezuzah case until you first 
economy, I worry about the disconnection of our safety and security of Jews, especially in Israel. acquire a kosher "insert" (the parchment). 
youth from our tradition: I recently asked a Here are some basic mezuza facts: Otherwise, it's like buying a shoe and then 
bright child, 'Do you know what Maariv is?' The Not just the front door, but every doorway of a seeing if your foot will fit into it. Buy the shoe 
child answered, 'It's a· daily newspaper like home should have a mezuzah, except the doors for the foot - not the foot for the shoe. Buy the 
Yediot Acharonot.' I asked, 'Don't you know that of closets and washrooms. cover for the parchment - not the parchment for 
here is a daily prayer called Maw'iv?' The boy The important part of the mezuzah is a small the cover! 
said that he had never heard of it! That is my scroll that is rolled up and placed inside a cover. The writer is head of Winnipeg's Chabad 
greatest concern." The scroll contains two passages from the Torah, Lubavitch movement. 

We must always remember the basics of the first two' 
Jewish life. This is a most relevant issue of paragraphs of the 
concern .to our community. Jews Of Winnipeg Shema that we recite 
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CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE 
Friday, August II. Candles: 8:36. Mincha: 7:30. Shacharit: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 9:36. Weekday 

morning services: 8:00. Evening services for the week of August 13-17: 8:30. . . 
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the comer of Hartford and McGregor offers traditIonal 

Orthodox services in an infonnal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying kaddish 
to join us for our twice-daily minyanim. 

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM 
Friday, August II - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 8:36 

p.m. Saturday, August 12 - morning service 9:00 a.m., evening service 8:20 p.m. Shabbat ends 9:36 
p.m. Sunday, August 13 - morning service 9:00 a.m., evening service 8:30 p.m. Monday, August 14-
Thursday, August 17 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 8:30 p.m. .. 

Friday, August 18 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lt~htlOg 8:23 
p.m. Saturday, August 19 - morning service, Bar Mitzvah M?r Rafa~li, 9:00 a.m., even~ng servIce 
8:00 p.m. Shabbat ends 9:21 p.m. Sunday, August 20 - morn~ng serv~ce 9:00 a.m., even~ng serv~ce 
8:20 p.m. Monday, August 2 I-Wednesday, August 23 - mornlOg servIce 7:30 a.m.,.evenlOg. servIce 
8:20 p.m. Thursday, August 24 Rosh Chodesh - morning service 7:15 a.m., evenlOg servIce 8:20 

p.m. 
CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK 

561 Wellington Crescent; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event infonnation, please check our website or call the synagogue office. 
Friday, August 11: Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan 5:30 p.m.; Kabbalat Shabbat 

6:00 p.m.; Light Shabbat Candles 8:36 p.m. . . 
Shabbat, August 12 (18 Av 5766): Morning Service 9:00 a.m. (Paras?at E~ev), Pre-Julllor 

Congregation 10:30 a.m.; Torat Chayim Torah Study - cancelled today; Evenmg Mmyan 6:00 p.m.; 
Shabbat ends 9:36 p.m. 

TALMUDTORAH-BETHJACOBSYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street. Candle lighting time for Friday, August II at 8:36 p.m. 

Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 7:00 p.m. Saturday morning service at ~:15 a.!I1. S~dra of the week
Ekev. Mincha service at 8:35 p.m. Shabbat ends at 9:36 p.m. Daily Mmcha/Maanv servIces at 8:25 
p.m. Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and everyone is invited to attend. 

TEMPLE SHALOM 
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg's only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be holding: on 

Friday, August 11th at 6:15 p.m., a Kabbalat Shabbat Service led by Judy Huebner at her home. 
Please call the synagogue office for the address and driving instructions. All are welcome! 

On Friday, August 18th at 6:15 p.m., a Kabbala! Shabbat Service led Ariel Lee, Freda Kurtz, 
Arnie Kurtz and Renee Leibl. This service Will be followed by an Onego All are welcome! 

HEBREW CONGREGATION OF WINNIPEG BEACH 
Located at Camp Massad. Services every Saturday morning only, at 9:30 a.m. You are invited to 

join us and enjoy a traditional Shabbat service. 
HERZLlA-ADAS YESHURUN SYNAGOGUE 

Located at 620 Brock Street 
"Your home for exploring and experiencing meaningful Jewish living" 
For the week of August 11-17 - 17-23 Av, 5766 
Friday August 11. Candle Lighting: 8:35 p.m. Friday Mincha: 7: IS p.m 
Shabbat August 12. Shabbat Shacharit: 9:00 a.m. Shabbat Mincha: 8: 15 -p.m. Shabbat ends: 9:37 

p.m. . 
Sunday Shacharit: 9:00 a.m. Weekday Mincha: 7:10 p.m. Weekday Shachant: 7:00 a.m. 

Support for those in need of Financial 
.' Assistance made available through . 

JEWISH CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICE 

TIE EVE AND HARRY 
VICKAR COMMUNITY 
ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM, a new program of 
Jewish Child and Family Service, 
IS designed to support Jewish 
individuals and families facing 
significant financial challenges. 
It has been established with the 
generous support of the L. Kerry 
Vickar Charitable Foundation as 
a designated gift through the 
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg. 

The program is an important 
addition to the funds available 
through JCFS. It is designed to 

make a major difference in the 
lives of individuals whose daily!' 
struggles, due to financial 
constraints, impedes their full 
participation III Jewish 
community life and in society 
generally. ' 

Each application will t;! I 

reviewed with the utmost of 
respect for the confidentiality of 
the applicant. To inquire please 
see the phone number in the ad 
below. Community members are 
encouraged' to convey this 
information to anyone who could 
benefit from this financial 
assistance. 

.~~IS!:lCHILO AND FAMILY SERVIC~ 

~7j,',6T1tt;n'l (I1'rr 51) lIt'lfr.J in tt irtflMien t'/J fdriH9 

FINANCIAL HELP AVAILABLE THROUGH 
JEWISH CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICE 

Reaching out for help is always difficult but it may be a first step in helping 
strengthen your own life and those dear to you. 

Funding to help support Jewish individuals or families who are experiencing a 
significant financial hardship has been made available through 

THE EVE AND HARRY VlCKAR COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. 

All applications are treated with the utmost respect, 
dignity and privacy of the applicant. 

Call JEWISH CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICE at 477·7430 to inquire. 

TIlls program Is gcnemusly sponsored by tile 
L Ileny Vlckar C/wrltable Foundation as a 

designated gift thmugh tile Jewish Federation of IVlnnlpeg. 

T' 


