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Spanish column/world Jewish news 

Futbol. 
Ben Sahar, un joven de 17 afios de Hapoel, Tel 

Aviv es jugador del Chelsea de Inglaterra, el 
club ingles anexo a su equipo a la estrella del 
equipo joven de los rojos. El Hapoel se quedara 
por ahora con el 20% del pasaje de su jugador. 

Sahar dijo: "Este es el suefio de cada uno". 
Viajara a Inglaterra despues de haber rendido su 
examen de Matematicas para la Bagrut (Examen 

<:L.final de la escuela secundaria) El delantero de 
los rojos, de tan solo 17 afios se incorporara la 
proxima temporada al Chelsea, Campeon de 
Inglaterra, luego de que Ie abonen los 600.000 
dolares al Hapoel Tras varios meses de 
negociaciones. Sahar sera incluido en el equipo 
de adultos. "El suefio de todo jugador es poder 
jugar en el Chelsi, hoy en dia son sin duda los 
leones de Europa y el equipo m1mero uno de 
Inglaterra"- dijo sin titubear. Sahar, quien ya fue 
examinado anteriormente por el Chelsea, viajara 
con su madre y su representante para firmar el 
contrato por 3 afios, 10 hace con su pasaporte 
polaco que pertenece a la Union Europea y pidio 
viajar una vez concluida su escolaridad media y 
su madre afirm6: "Estoy contenta que 
finalmente se firme el contrato y espero que mi 
hijo Ie de grandes satisfacciones al pais". 

" 

Pedido. 
Familiares de vktimas del atentado contra la 

. Embajada de Israel en Argentina exigieron a la 
Justicia que no prescriba la causa y que 
considere a ese ataque perpetrado en 1992 como 
un crimen de lesa humanidad. La solicitud esta 
contenida en un escrito entregado por parientes 
de las 29 personas que murieron en el atentado, 
ocurrido el 17 de marzo de 1992, a los jueces 
supremos Eugenio Zaffaroni y Carmen Argibay, 
informaron fuentes judiciales y de la comunidad 
judfa. En la nota se cuestiono la "falta de 
cuidado" por parte del Estado argentino con la 
investigacion y las victimas del ataque, al que se 
pidi6 considerar como un crimen de lesa 
humanidad con el fin de evitar el cierre de una 
causa, que no tiene detenidos. Ademas, de 
acuerdo con las fuentes, los familiares 
reclamaron que se libre una orden de captura 
internacional contra ciudadanos iranfes 
sospechosos de haber participado en este 
atentado. El ataque contra la Embajada de Israel 
fue investigado por la CorteSuprema de Justicia 

.. y en los liltimos afios la pesquisa estuvo a cargo 
de un area especial que comando el secretario 
Esteban Canevari. 

Nos reencontramos la proxima semana 
alexci5@hotmail.com 
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Behind the headlines 

As Castro ails, Jews in Cuba, Miami watch with baited breath 
,By 
LUXNER' 

LARRY 

MIAMI (JTA) • 
Cuban Jews oh both 
sides of. the Florida 
Straits are reacting 
with emotions 
ravgirtg from joy to 
sadness to unbridled 
patriotism following 
the announcement ' 
that Fidel Castro - for 
the first time in 47 
years - is no longer 
president of Cuba. 

An official 
statement read July 31 
on Cuban TV said 
Castro, who turns 80 
in two weeks, had 

FIDEL 'CASTRO: 
Temporarily ceded 
power to his brother, 
Raul, after surgery 
for 'gastrointestinal 
bleeding. 

But Suchlicki doesn't expect Cuba to open up 
under the younger Castro, who is 75. 

"I don't think Raul can risk any policy 
initiatives without altering the balance of forces 
that exist in Cuba," he said. 

"If he makes overtures to the United States or 
opens up the economy, some people will want' 
more, others will want less. Anything he does 
can alter the balance that has been maintained 
for years .... 

An estimated 500 to 800 Jews live in Cuba, an 
island of 11.2 million people that has been ruled 
by Fidel Castro and his Communist Party since 
January 1959. 

The number of Jews was as high as 1,500 in 
the mid-1990s, but nearly half are believed to 
have immigrated to Israel over the past decade. 

"temporarily" ceded power to his younger 
brother, Raul, in the wake of surgery for severe 
gastrointestinal bleeding. A statement issued in 
Havana August 1 described his condition as 
stable. 

Cuba has five synagogues: three in Havana, 
one in the central provincial capital of 
Camaguey and one in the eastern city of 
Santiago de Cuba. Jews enjoy relative freedom 
of religion in Cuba, despite the regime's hostile 
position toward Israel. 

Castro broke diplomatic relations with Israel in 
1974, following the Yom Kippur War, and just 
two weeks ago angrily condemned the "Israeli 
genocide against innocent civilians" in Lebanon, 
without mentioning a word about the Hezbollah 
att~ck on Israel that precipitated Israel's 
response. 

It's unclear whether Cuba's Communist-run 
news outlets are telling the truth. In the streets of 
Miami's Little Havana neighborhood, 
conspiracy theories run rampant, with some 
observers saying that for all they know Fidel 
could be lying in a coma, or already could be \ 
dead. 

Isaac Russo, president of Havaha's local B 'nai 
B'rith chapter, couldn't be reached for comment. 

"I would like to say 
Kaddish for him and 
his henchmen as soon 
as possible," quipped 
Moises Asis, a former 
leader of Havana's 
Jewish community 
who fled the island in 
1992, eventually 
settling in Miami. 
"Most Cuban Jews 
here feel the same 
way I do; but in Cuba 
they're not free to 

. express their beliefs," 
Asis said. "When 
Fidel dies, they'll cry 
for him the same way 
Soviet Jews cried for 
Stalin when he died, 
and the same way 
Jews in Egypt cried 
when Nasser died." 

Jaime Suchlicki, 
director of the 
University of Miami's 
Institute for Cuban 
and Cuban-American 
Studies, says the long
awaited succession is 
already under way. 

"The process of 
building up Raul's 
personality cult has 
been taking place for 
years," said Suchlicki, 
a Jewish academi~ 
who left Havana in 
1960. "I think what 
has happened is 
irreversible. I don't 
think Fidel will ever 
come back. He's 
already passed the 
baton to his brother 
Raul." 

Australian police probe synagogue attack 
SYDNEY, Australia (JTA) • Police in Sydney, Australia, were searching 

for 10 men who attacked a synagogue in the city's suburbs. Rabbi Yossi 
Wernick, 32, who came to Sydney a year ago from New York, was at home 
with his family when the attack took place. The house, adjacent to the 
Parramatta synagogue, was also attacked with bricks and lumps of concrete 
that damaged doors, windows and the rabbi's car. No one was hurt.in the 
incident, believed to be the work of men of Middle Eastern origin. Wernick 
told media that it was a "shame to bring the current conflict here." 

ABC ends Gibson partnership on Holocaust series 
NEW YORK (JTA) - ABC is pulling out of a project on the Holocaust 

with Mel Gibson's production company. The Wall Street Journal reported 
the news August 1. The paper cited a representative for the network saying 
the television series was being ended because the network hasn't yet seen 
a script. However, the move comes a few days after the Hollywood actor 
made anti-Semitic comments after being arrested for drunk driving. Gibson 
subsequently entered an alcohol rehabilitation center. 

Terrorism hotline hoax 
NEW YORK (JTA) - A Jewish m~ in New York was arrested on 

suspicion of calling in a hoax to a terrorism hotline. Rimon Alkatri was 
arrested after allegedly calling the hotline in May, identifying himself as 
Jose Rodriguez and describing a terror plot being hatched by Syrian 
Muslims working in the jewelry business, The New York Times reported. 
The men were Christians and Jews against whom Alkatri had a business 
grudge, police said. 

Israeli poet and scholar dies 
NEW YORK (JTA) - Ezra Fleischer, a poet and scholar who shed new 

light on the history of Jewish prayer, died July 25 in Jerusalem. Fleischer, 
who taught at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, showed that modern 
Jewish prayer developed after the destruction of the' Second Temple in 70 
A.D. He helped to study the 'Cairo Genizah, a medieval set of documents 
found in the late 1800s. Born in 1928 in what is now Romania, he was 
imprisoned for his Zionist activities after World War II, where he wrote a 
poem, "Massa Gog," that won the Israel Prize in 1959. He immigrated to ' 
Israel in 1960. 

Security Council gives Iran sanctions deadline 
NEW YORK (JTA) - The UN Security Council said it would sanction 

Iran if it did not suspend uranium enrichment by August 31. The 14-1 vote 
July 31 was the first time all five veto-wielding permanent members of the 
council agreed to sanction Iran. The resolution calls on Iran to suspend "all 
enrichment-related and reprocessing activities, including research and 
development" and to allow international nuclear inspectors to verify the 
suspension. 
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Israeli news 
News analysis 

As UN seeks Mideast cease-fire, focus stays on international force 
By LESLIE SUSSER 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - As the 
international community tries to find a 
formula to stop the fierce fighting 
between Israel and Hezbollah, it faces 
what could prove to be an insoluble 
conundrum: how to get Hezbollah to 
accept its own military demise, or, 
alternatively, how to persuade Israel to 
make do with less. 
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• • , organization's is the removal of the rocket threat on northern 
military wing Israel. 
intact. A' It hopes to achieve this through the creation of 
d ram a tic a demilitarized buffer zone in southern Lebanon, 
change on the disarming Hezbollah and banning future 
ground . or supplies of anns to any force in Lebanon other 
growing war than the elected government. 
weanness on All three measures are included in the 

. either side American-French initiative. That's one of the 
could change main reasons why the Lebanese side - both 
things, But, for Hezbollah and the Beirut government - oppose 
now, the it. Initially, the Lebanese government seemed 
fighting seems inclined to accept a solution that would enable it 
set to continue to move its forces to the border with Israel and 
and even disann HezboIIah. 
intensify. But with Hezbollah continuing to rocket Israeli 
, B e sid e s towns and cities and gaining more support in 

Bac!<'ed by Syria and Inm and still 
able to lob hundreds of Katyusha 
rockets into northern Israel, Hezbollah 
shows little sign of agreeing to an 
American-French effort to'stop the war 
and put in motion moves that would 
neutralize the Shi'ite militia as a 
fighting force. ' 

Israel, with the option of widening the 
ground war to put most of the Hezbollah 
rockets out of range, opposes any cease
fire ,that would leave the radical 

U.N peacekeepers direct evacuees 
fleeing to Cyprus to a transfer 
point in the Lebanese city of Tyre, 
July 20, 2006. Credit: UNFICYP. 

securing the Lebanon, the government is evell.J))ore reluctant ~' 
release of the than usual to confront the militmlts. Syria and> 
two soldiers Iran, HezboIIah's main backers, also are 
abducted by detennined not to allow a cease-fire that might 
Hezbollah on compromise what they see as their wider 

Israeli reservists gear up to 
serve in Hezbollah conflict 

By DINA KRAFT 
TEL AVIV (JTA) - Eyal, a captain in the 

Isr.aeli reserves, received an emergency call-up 
'order and is waiting to find out where he is to 
report for duty. His brother, also an officer in a 
reserve unit, is already on Israel's northern 
border. 

"People go to the reserves for same reason' 
they go to army in the first place - from the deep 
feeling that despite all these years of existence, 
we still need to defend our home,:' said Eyal, 
who served for a year in Lebanon in the 1990s, 
and like most of his counterparts;never.thought 
he might ever have to return. 

The Israeli government decided three weeks 
ago to call up some 15,000 reserve soldiers in 
case the fight against Hezbollah in southern 
Lebanon intensifies. Now a routine of goodbyes 
and 'preparation has set in, as reservists find 
themselves on their way to Israel's most recent 
war. 

The decision to call iIp reservists indicates that 
the conflict might be longer and more involved 
than was originally expected. In such times 
Israel depends on its reserve troops, who we~e 
not allowed to give their last, names for thiS 
articie. The army does not release exact figures 
on its reserve force, but it is believed to number 
as many as 500,000. 

Some 18 000 reservists have been called up , 
since the beginning of the fighting July 12. Most 
reservists are men, who serve until they are 
about 40. Because of budget cuts in recent years, 
fewer men serve in reserve units than in past 
decades. Those who are called to serve are either 
in combat units or support units such as 
logistics, supplies or intelligence. ., 

During times of relative peace, a reservist IS 
called for about 21 days annually; during times 
of w,ar, the call-up is indefinite. During the Y?m 
Kippur War in 1973, for example, reservists 
were called up for as long as four to five months. 
Some reservists try to get out of duty, but many 
accept it as part of living here. ' 

"In Israeli society it is part of life, part of the 
routine, just as there is winter and sum~er ~d 
the holidays: There is also reserve servIce, It IS 

part of the way of life," said Moshe Lissik, a 
retired professor of sociology and anthropology, 
ai:'the Hebrew University who has studIed the 
relationship between military and civilian life in 
Israel. 

July 12, precipitating the war, Israel's main goal regional interests. 

Israeli military, civilian losses in the conflict with Hezbollah 
By JTA Staff 

NEW YORK (JTA) - The following lli'e lists 
of Israeli civilian and military casualties in the 
conflict with Hezbollah. Each listing includes 
the victim's name, age and city of origin, and is 
in reverse chronological order. Israel has lost 97 
citizens in the conflict The name of one soldier 
who was, killed on Sunday has not yet been 
released . 
Civilian:' , 
Aug. 6 Hana Hamam, 62, of Haifa Labiba 
Mazawi, 67, of Haifa Rani Rubinsky, 30, of 
Kiryat Motzkin. Dr. Tamara Lucca, 84, of Haifa 
Aug. 5 Frida Kellner, 87, of Kiryat Ata Fadiya 
Juma'a58 Arab al-Aramshe Samira Juma'a, , , 
30 Arab al-Aramshe Sultana Juma'a, 25, Arab , 
al-Aramshe 
Aug. 4 Manal Azzam, 27, Maghar Bahaa Fayed 
Karim Mana, 35, of Majdal Krum Muhammed 
Subhi Salim Mana, 24, of Majdal Krum 
Aug. 3 Shimon Zaribi, 44, of Acre Mazal Zar~bi, 
15 of Acre Albert Ben-Abu, 41, of Acre Aneh , 
Tamam, 51, of Acre Tiran Tamam, 31, of Acre 
Shanati Shanati, 17, of Tarshisha Amir Naeem, 
17, of Tarshisha Mohammed Fa 'ur, 17, of 
Tarshisha 
Aug. 2 David Lalshouk, 52, of Kibbutz Sa'ar . 
July 25 Dou'a Abbas, 15, of Kfar Mrar DaVid 
Mazen, 75, of Bat Galim 
July 23 Shimon Glickblich, 60, of Haifa Habib 
Isa Awad, 48, of Iblin 
July 19 Rabia Abed Taluzi, 3, of Nazareth 
Mahmoud Taluzi, 7, of Nazareth 
July 18 Andrei Zelinksy, 36, of Nahariya 
July 16 Shmuel Ben Shimon, 41, of Yokneam 
Illit Asael Damti, 39, of Kiryat Yam Nissim . 
Elharar, 43, of Kiryat Ata David Feld~an, 28, ~f 
Kiryat Yam, Rafi Hazan, 30, of Haifa DenniS 
Lapidos, 24, of Kiryat Yam Reuven Levy,.46, of 
Kiryat Ata Shlomi Mansura, 35, of Naharlya 
July 14 Orner Pesachov, 7, of Nahariya Yehudit 
Itzkovitch, 58, of Meron , 
July 13 Monica Seidman Lehrer, 40, of 
Nahariya Nitzan Roseban, 33, of Safed 
Military . 
Aug. 7 Staff Sgt. Moshe (Malko~ Ambao, 22, of 
Lod 
Aug. 6 Captain Eliyahu Elkariaf, 34, of Moshav 
Granot CWO Yosef Karkash. 41, of Afula 
Warr.Ofc. Shmuel Halfon, 41, of Bat Yam Staff 
Sgt. Maj. Daniel Ben-David, 38, of Moshav 
Ahituv Staff Sgt. Maj. Shlomo Bucharis, 36, of 
Moshav Sde Yitzhak Sgt. Maj. Ziv Balali, 28, of 

Kfar Sava Sgt.. Maj, Marian Berkowitz, 31, of 
Ashdod Sgt. Maj. Ro'i Yaish, 27, of Herzliya St. 
Sgt. Yehuda Greenfeld, 27, of Maale Michmas 
St. Sgt. Shaul Shai Michlowitz, 21, of Netanya 
Sgt. Gregory Aharonov, 34, of Or Akiva 
Aug. 5 Sgt. Or' Shahar, 20, of Kibbutz Yad 
Mordechai Cpl.(res.) Kiril Kashdan, 26, of Haifa 
Aug. 4 Staff Sgt. Daniel Shiran, 20, of Haifa, 
Staff Sgt. Omri Haim Almakayes-Yaakobovitch, 
20, of Ramla Capt.(res.) Igor Rothstein, 34, of 
Moshav Poriah 
Aug. 3 Sgt. Itamar ZUf, 19, of Be'er Tuvia Sgt. 
Andrei Brudner, 18, of Rishon Ie-Zion. CpJ. 
Yonathan Sharabi, 21, from Petah Tikva Sgt. 
Al on Feintuch, 19, of Kiryat Haim 
Aug. 2 Sgt. Adi Cohen, 18, of Hadera 
Aug. I Staff Sgt. Yonatan Einhorn, 22, of Gizmo 
Lt. Ilan Gabai, 21, of Kiryat Tivon Sgt. 'Michael 
Levin, 22, of Jerusalem 
July 26 Maj. Ro'i Klein, 31, of Eli Lt. Amihai 
Merhavia, 24, of Eli Lt. Alexllilder Shwlli'tzman, 
24, of Acre Sgt. Shimon Adega, 21, of Kiryat 
Gat Staff Sgt. Edan Cohen, 21, of Jaffa Staff Sgt. 
Shimon Dahan, 20, of Ashdod Cpl. Ohad 
Klausner, 20, of Bet Horon Cpl. Assaf Namer, 
27, of Kiryat Yam. Lt. Yiftah Shreirer, 21, of 
Haifa 
July 24 2nd Lt. Lotan Slavin, 21, of Hatzev~ 
Staff Sgt. Kobi SmiIeg, 20, of Rehovot Col. ZVI 
Luft, 42, of Kibbutz Hogla 1st Lt. Tom Farkash, 
23, of Caesarea ' 
July 20 Maj. Benjamin (Benji) Hillman, 27, of 
Maccabim Re 'ut Staff Sgt. Refanael Muskal, 
21 of Mazkeret Batya Staff Sgt. Nadav Baeloha, 
21' of Carmiel Staff Sgt. Liran Saadia, 21, of 
K~yat Shmoneh Staff Sgt. Yonatan (Sergei) 
Vlasyuk, 21, of Kibbutz Lahav Maj. Ran 
Yehoshua Kochva, 37, of Beit Hanania 
July 19 Staff Sgt. Yonatan' Hadasi.' 21, of 
Kibbutz Merhavia Staff Sgt. Yotam Gdboa, 21, 
of Kibbutz Maoz Haim July 14 Staff Sgt. Tal 
Amgar. 21, of Ashdod S'gt. Yaniv Hershkovitz, 
21, of Haifa Cpl. Shai Atias, 19, of Rish?n le
Zion 1st Sgt. Dov Steinshuss, 37, of CarmIe 1 
July 12 Sgt. Maj.(res.) Eyal Benin, 22, of 
Beersheba Sgt. Maj.(res.) Shani Turgeman, 24, 
of Beit Shean Sgt. Maj. Wassim Nazal, 26, of 
Yanuah Staff Sgt. Alexei Kushnirski, 21, of Nes 
Ziona Staf{Sgt. Yaniv Bar-on, 20, of Maccabim 
Sgt. Gadi Mosayev, 20, of Acre Sgt. Shlomi 
Yirmiyahu, 20, of Rishon Ie-Zion Sgt. Nimrod 
Cohen, 19, of Mitzpe Shalem 


