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... Ne~ director seeks 'higher profile' for 
Canadian Technion Society Winnipeg Chapter 

Dafne Orbach, husband, children, imm~gratedhere last y~ar from Argentina 

By MATT BELLAN 
Dafne Orbach has had a journalism and corpo

rate communications career spanning 13 years. 
Now Orbach, an' immigrant here from 

Argentina, has embarked on another phase of her 
professional life: she's the new director of the 
Winnipeg Chapter of the, Canadian Te'chnion 
Society. 

Orbach holds a master and a bachelor of arts in 
communications from the University of Buenos 
Aires. , 

Among other things, she's managed local press 
and public relations for international information 
technology companies like Xerox and Novell. 

Orbach is also an experienced Hebrew teacher, 
with a teaching certificate in Jewish education. ' 

In 2002, Orbach, her husband, Diego Skladnik 
and their two children moved to Guatemala, 
where Diego had a job with a supermarket chain. 

But that Central American country had a 
Jewish population of only 1,000 - not big 
enough, the couple felt, to raise and Jewishly 
educate their two youngsters. 

"We were coming from a good-sized Jewish 
community," Orbach explained, referring to 
Buenos Aires. "We wanted to be part of a bigger 
Jewish community." 

The family chose Winnipeg after surfing the 
Internet, and "looking for a good place to go." 

The growing Argentine Jewish community 
here, now numbering several hundred, was one 

of the attractions. 
"It makes you feel more comfort-, 

able, at least for the first genera
tion," Orbach said of the Argentine 
Jewish community here. 

Winnipeg's "solid Jewish com
munity" was another draw for the 
couple. 

It took Orbach and her husband 
several months to find jobs here. 

But Orbach finds her new, part
,time job with the Winnipeg 
Chapter of the Canadian 
Technion Society a good 
match for her skills and 
experience. 

"It's so exciting for me 
to be able to work with . 
this organization, to 
transfer all my experi
ence from the corpo
rate world," Orbach 
said last week. "My 
goal is to make the 
chapter grow, and put 
Winnipeg's on the 
map of Canada and 
the world." 

The Technion chap
ter here has been 
"very low-key", she 

Israel. 
"Letters have gone out mainly to 

members of the board," Blankstein 
noted, adding that the letters ask 
for contributions. That message is 
also going out to the Jewish. com
munity through advertising. 

The Haifa-based Technion didn't 
suffer any direct hits during 
Israel's war with Hezbollah this 

summer, and numerous 
Hezbollah rocket attacks 
on Haifa. 

But the Technion's 
Rappaport Faculty of 
Medicine, also known 
as the Rambam 
Hospital, was the "cen

tral place" for dealing 
with casualti~s in that 
third-biggest Israeli 
city. 

Ehud Goldwasser, 
one of the two Israeli 
soldiers 'Hezbollah 
captured last month, 
triggering a montp.,
long war, was a grad
uate student at 
Technion. 

DAFNE ORBACH holds a copy of Technion 
Focus, a Technion periodical: "My goal is to 
make the chapter grow, and put Winnipeg's 
on the map of Canada and the world," she 

"One of the biggest 
problems was the 
call up of Technion 
(and other) students," 
Blankstein added. 
"There were exams at 
the time." 

Despite the rocket 
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says. 

added. 
"She wants to 

enhance the message 
of Technion here in 
Winnipeg," Morley 
Blankstein, one of the 
chapter founders and 
a current national 
vic~-chair, explained. 

"Not so many peo
ple are aware of the 
Technion, generally in 
Winnipeg," Orbach 
said of that Haifa 
institution, Israel's 
number one facility 
for university training 
in science and tech
nology. 

"We want a higher 
profile," Blankstein 
added. 

The chapter will 
hold, an event in 
November celebrating 
its 35th anniversary 
here, and is organiz
ing a mission to Israel 
that starts in late 
November. 

The chapter is also 
now conducting 
"emergency fundrais
ing", because of the 
military crisis In 
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attacks, Technion's 
president, Yitzhak Apeloig, advised Technion 
board members in a July 31 letter, Technion staff 
were encouraged to continue working. 

"This coincided with our feeling that it is 
important the Technion continue with its activi
ties, even in this difficult period," Apeloig wrote. 
Returning to their offices and laboratories helped 
them feel they were doing "something important 
and productive, rather than remain in a shelter." 
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Community news 

The Rady Jewish 
Community Centre's fitness 
facilities will be open longer 
starting September 1, and on 
eight days of Jewish "festi
val" holidays. , 

But the centre will contin
ue to refrain from offering 
"programming" on 
Saturdays. 

er on Rosh Hashanah Eve, 
Yom Kippur Eve and 
Passover Eve. 

The centre will also open 
an hour earlier on 
Saturdays at noon, 
instead of 1 p.m.; but will 
continue not to offer chil
dren's or other program
ming that day. 

Jeff Lieberman, Rady 
JCC president" said last 
week that he and Gayle JEFF LIEBERMAN, ~a:dy Jewish 
Waxman, its executive Community Centre president: He 
director, met with and Rady JCC President Gayle 
Win'nipeg's Council of Waxman met with the Winnipeg 
Rabbis and the Jewish Council of Rabbis and the Jewish 
Federation of Winnipeg Federation of Winnipeg to discuss 
several weeks ago. They options for extending the JCC's 
discussed options for hours of operation that, would be 
changing its hours of oper- ' acceptable. 

"A couple of years ago, 
we tried having a club for 
Argentine Jewish families 
on Saturdays, but it wasn't 
very successful," 
Lieberman recalled. "Not 
that many participated. 
There are so many more 
options for kids, like hock
ey and dancing." 

ation that would be acceptable to religious Jews, 
while helping the Rady JCC compete with other 
fitness facilities. 

Among other things, the changes will include 
opening at 6 a.m. weekdays, instead of 7 a.m. 

"In the past, we w~re (also) open Fridays till 5 
p.m., and part of the year, till 6 p.m. Now we're 
going to be'open till 7 Fridays, throughout the 
year." , 

The-changes will also inClude opening on eight 
of'13 festival holidays when the Rady JCC pre
viously closed. 

The Rady Centre will now will be closed all 
day only on "five" festivaLholidays: both days of 
Rosh Hashanah,the one d~y .. ~fY01!l Iqppur, an.d. 
the first two days of Passaver.'lt will close earh~ 

Lieberman acknowl-
edged, however, that children's programming 
used to be offered 
Saturday afternoons, at 
the old YMHA Jewish 
Community Centre, 
and the restaurant was 
open. " 

"Probably a lot.pf 
people would ,like 
that," he admitted, 
adding , that' several 
American Jewish com
munity centres"""'on the 
West "C,oast".l',:~already 
offer, prograri!m.iqg" gn 
Saturdays, ' 'P;)·'J0~» 
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Asper Campus renovations 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

Rhona Davies, president of the 
heritage centre, last week con
firmed that it's planning an exhibit 
on Justice Freedman for next 

November, and wil~ 
be using the current 
museum space, rent
free, courtesy of the 
Asper Campus .. 

Back row, from left, in Philadelphia: David Berkowits, Grant Van 
Iderstine, and Robert Yusim, all members of the Rady JCC board of 

The centre had to 

Note to readers 
When pictures with photo captions, stories and 

other announcements appear in boxes, that indicates 
the material inside the box is paid for. Stories with 
headlines in a typestyle other than the one used for 
standard news stories (samples of standard news 
headlines ilPpear with all stories on page I) are also 
partly or fully paid for. 

Notice to organizations, publicists 
The Jewish Post & News now is charging for pub

licity about upcoming events running in this newspa
per. 

• Anyone running a display ad at least "business 
card size~' (2 columns wide by 2 inches deep) publi
cizing a Jewish organizational upcoming event will 
be entitled to up to the equivalent amount of editor-
ial space free every time the ad runs. ' 

• Announcements of synagogue service times run 
for free, but are subject to editing for length." .'_ 

• All publicity about upcoming eventS submitted 
for publication must include the names and address
es of the individuals authorizing publication, for 
billing purposes. 

• All news releases and announcements published 
in The Jewish Post & News are subject to editing, 
and all references to ticket prices, admission charges 
and phone numbers ~ill be deleted, unless the items 
are authorized to run at the full display advertising 
rate. 

• All news and advertising should be in our office 
by noon, Friday, for the following week's paper. 

• We can't be responsible for the delivery time of 
the paper. You may wish to run your publicity or ad 
at least two weeks in advance of the event. 
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cated resource centre. 
But Davies said she's 

had "multiple conver
sations" with Asper 
Campus staff and, Dr. 
Ted Lyons, Jewish 
Federation of 
Winnipeg president, 
about the heritage cen
tre's future. 

"We're finally work
ing together for the bet
terment of the comrnu· 
nity, and I think that's 
the way it should be," 
Davies said. 

, directors. Front row, from left: Gayle Waxman, Rady JCC executive 
director, holding a Rose and Max Rady Jewish Community Centre 
sign, board member Murray Gilfix, holding an award, board member 
Abby Morris, and Jeff Lieberman, president of the Rady JCC, holding 
an award. 

Rady Jewish Community Centre 
recognized for 2 programs at 

JCCA biennial 
What was always known in the 

Winnipeg Jewish Community is 
now recognized by the Jewish 
Community Centres Association of 
North America. At the most recent 
biennial, held in Philadelphia in 
May, the Rady JCC was recognized 
for two of its programs, the Israeli 
Concert Series and "Anakhnu" 
(Us), an initiative to meet the needs 
of Winnipeg's Jewish gay and les
bian community. 

The Israeli Concert Series offers 
members of the Rady JCC, the 
Winnipeg Jewish community and 
the community at large the oppor
tunity to enjoy high-caliber and 
diverse performances featuring 
world renowned Israeli musicians 
and performers. This initiative 
gives Israeli artists the occasion to 
perform outside Israel and pro
motes Israel in a positive light with 
an emphasis on arts and cultural 
programming. If you can't get to 

Israel, then take in the Israeli 
Concert Series at the Rady which 
begins again this September. 

Anakhnu (Us) was developed in 
order to address the unique needs 
of Jewish gays and lesbians in 
Winnipeg. As an agency that pro
motes the inclusion and acceptance 
of all persons, it was appropriate 
that the Rady Centre take a leading 
role in offering programs with and 
to gay, lesbian, bisexual and trans
gendered (GLBT) individuals in 
our community. 

Programs are aimed to address 
the cultural, spiritual and social 
needs of Winnipeg's Jewish GLBT 
population. Future programming 
plans include cultural and social 
activities, many of which are listed 
in oUf Fall program guide or online 
at www.radyjcc.com 

For further information on the 
Rady JCC please contact Sheldon, 
MindeIl at the Rady JCC. 


