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Editorial! comment 

Too early to pass. judgment on' war 

W as. Israel's month-long war against 
Hezbollah a victory ,for the Jewish 
state? . 

The answer is that it's too soon to tell. 
The Israel Defence Forces managed to occupy 

Lebanon as far north as southern Lebanon's 
Litani River, several dozen kilometres north of 
Israel. 

That, and ongoing Israeli bombings of 
. Hezbollah's weapons stockpiles and rocket 

launchers and a mass exodus of southe'rn 
Lebanon's population, forced the Lebanese gov
ernment to move 15,000 troops into southern 
Lebanon, establishing a presence there it hasn't 
had in decades. 

Serious questions remain about how effective
ly that army will now police southern Lebanon, 
even alongside a stronger UN peacekeeping 

. force, and prevent further Hezbollah rocket 
attacks on or terrorist incursions into northern 
Israel and weapons building. 

The unhappy fact remains that the Lebanese 
Army is 60 per cent Shiite. And a relatively 
weak army with so many Shiite soldiers .is 
unlikely to clamp down too hard on triggerhap
py terrorists in Hezbollah, a Shiite organization. 

Just as troubliilg is the difficulty the United 

Nations has been having, getting member states 
to supply soldiers for the more powerful peace
keeping force that's supposed to serve as a back
up to the Lebanese Army. 

In Israel, Prime Minister Ehud Olmert will face 
increasingly tough questioning over his conduct 
of a month-long war that resulted in more than 
130 Israeli military and civilian deaths. 

This war saw an enemy able.to bombard Israeli 
towns and cities with more than 4,000 rockets, as 
far south as Had~ra, only 46 kilometres north of 
Tel Aviv. Israelis haven't experienced that kind 
of vulnerability since the War of Independence. 

The financial troubles caused by the month
long disruption of northern Israel's economy, 
burning of large sections of Israel's northern 
forests from rocketfire and other damage are 
also huge. 

Still, Hezbollah rocketfire and terrorists killed 
more than 30 Israeli soldiers and civilians in the 
six years since Israel uniiterally withdrew from 
Lebanon, and before the latest war. 

Lebanon's government has learned a lesson 
from this war that hopefully, it won't soon for
get: Doing nothing to stop a terrorist organiza
tion from attacking Israel from Lebanese territo
ry carries a very high price. 
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No knockout blow for Israel, but it still was a victory on points. 
By URI DROMI 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - After a month of 
fighting, a cease-fire under the auspices of 

. the United Nations has left all of us won
dering: Is Israel better off than before the war 
with Hezbollah began? 

The answer depends on whether you're an 
optimist or a pessimist - but I, for one, am a 
sworn optimist, and believe that recriminations 
aside, Israel has come out ahead. It's true that the 
expectations Israeli leaders raised at the outset 
were exaggerated. Utterly destroying Hezbollah 
was an unrealistic goal: This is not a regular 
anny with fixed targets that can be hit easily 
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Soldiers in the Lebanese Army h'ead into 
southern Lebanon this month on a large scale 
- something Hezbollah has resisted for years. 

either from air or through ground operations. 
Rather, Hezbollah is a unique creature - a ter

rorist organization that uses guerrilla tactics, 
with a secure territorial base in southern 
Lebanon and the backing of two states, Iran: and 
Syria. In the six years since Israel evacuated 
southern Lebanon, Hezbollah managed to build 
a well-equipped, elusive army that could launch 
thousands of rockets from the yards of houses 
and mosques, using Lebanese civilians as human 
shields. By amassing rockets that can be 
launched with simple timers, Hezbollah man
aged to outwit Israel '8 military superiority and 
harass northern Israel prctty effectively. 

"Israel will not agree to live with rockets fired 
on its citizens," Prime Minister Ehud Olmert 
said when he addressed the nation on July 17 for 
the first time since the war began. But we must 
admit that even on the last day of fighting, 
Hezbollah launched 250 rockets - its single-day 
record during the war - with thousands more still 
ready to launch. 

Of course, there was a way to put an end to the 
Katyusha threat: All we had to do was declare 
that every Lebanese village from which a rocket 
was launched would be turned into a heap of 
rubble. But a democracy":" even when fighting 
against an enemy that takes advantage of that 
democracy's sensitivity to human life - should
n't aspire to resemble its enemy. Therefore, the 

Israel Defence Forces had to try to distinguish 
between Hezbollah militants and simple 
Lebanese citizens. 

Even with these self-imposed restrictions, the 
results were impressive: Most of Hezbollah's 
long-range rocket launchers were destroyed, 
together with the group's operational and logis
tic infrastructure, built up meticulously over the 
years; armed drones launched against Israel were 
shot down; and approximately 500 Hezbollah 
fighters were killed, perhaps a quarter of 
Hezbollah's fighting force. Yet Hezbollah's 
immediate losses are only part of the picture. 

With UN Security Council Resolution 1701, 
the situation in Lebanon has changed: Hezbollah 
was forced to accept the Lebanese army's 
deployment in southern Lebanon, augmented by 
a multi-national force, something the group had 
resisted for years. Israeli troops are still 
deployed in southern Lebanon, ready. to act if 
Hezbollah refuses to disann - as, indeed, it indi
cates that it will. The two Israeli soldiers kid
napped by Hezbollah on July 12, sparking the 
war, haven't been returned, but Israel took cap
tive enough Hezbollah fighters to make a swap 
possible. Voices in Lebanon now openly blame 
Hezbollah for the destruction it brought on the 
country, which had been rebuilding and return
ing to prosperity after 15 years of civil war. 

Last but not least, Hezbollah's reckless adven
ture damaged its patron state, Iran: Not only was 
Iran's forward outpost weakened, but the world 
is now much more aware of Iran's sinister plans 
in the region. 

Israel suffered more than 150 casualties and a 
lot of physical damage. Yet con'trary to 
Hezbollah leader Sheik Hassan Nasrallah's pre
diction that Israel would prove as weak as 'a spi
der web, it didn't collapse. Despite 4,000 rockets 
launched on their cities and towns, Israelis -
both on the home front and the battlefield -
turned out to be as resilient as ever. 

As for Israeli deterrence, Israel has shown it 
still has the will to strike back. And if Syria or 
any other enemy should conclude thatIsrael has 
(Cont. on page 5. See "War a victory for 
Israel on points".) 

.. , 
~-~-----.--,~----' ~---":"--~-"-''---''':''~~T-''''';;' :-;------~"""""'""'-..,~""""'~ •. ,-,.._~,: ...... " .. .__~._:_~"..,l .. r~:,.~""';"".,.-.-._v~ . ...:.~ ___ " .. ..._._~ . ..;-.....:...:---.-.... "'~._-:~l,o"'_:~~~.~ ___ .:...~~:,. __ . _. _~.~~:_. ,;_:_~-,-. 

Comment/letters 

Uncounted cost of the war 
Israel's losses can't all be measured in dollars 

I lan has no reason to complain. 
After all, the fact that he was 
called up for reserve service 

during the war didn't result in his 
being injured or killed. It simply 
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gious academic journal and there
fore lessened the possibility of his 
being granted tenure at the univer
sity where he teaches. Also, and 
independently, it torpedoed his 
plans to persuade his overseas col
leagues to come to a conference he 
was planning for next year. These 
days, foreign scholars aren't sign
ing up for meetings in Israel. 

The problems faced by Ilan are a . 
small sample Of the dilemmas 
faced by Israel and Israelis because 
of the war. Such things will be 
overlooked when the direct damage 
- . in property that has been 
destroyed and production that has 
been lost - is being calculated. 
What the total will be is hard to 
predict, but it will certainly be in 
the billions, dollars not shekels. 

It will be hard to find those bil
lions, and impossible to properly 
compensate those who have lost 
limbs or loved ones. For that mat
ter, how will we go about making 
up for the fact that much of the 
green Galilee is now black, burned 
to a cinder by the fires that started 
when the Katyushas hit the 
ground? 

Also absent from 'the financial 
accounts will be the psychological 
problems 'caused by the war. 
Couples cooped up for weeks on 
end in shelters, accompanied by 
their screaming kids, often got on 
one another's nerves and marriage 
councillors are predicting .that 
many will end up in divorce courts. 

War a victory for 
Israel on points 

(Cont. from page 4.) 

lost its military edge, they're in for 
a bitter surprise: Chasing little 
pipes called Katyushas, hidden in 
garages, is one thing; destroying 
military formations and infrastruc
ture, shooting down aircraft and 
hitting tanks is totally different. We 
don't have a Six-Day War here, 
with Arab armies entirely defeated 
in a matter of hours, or an Entebbe 
raid, where a problem is swiftly 
and neatly solved. Israel didn't 
score a knockout, as its leaders 
rashly promised at the outset of the 
war, but it definitely won a victory 
by points. 

Of course, that won't stop 
Nasrallah from declaring victory 
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gory of photo . 
non-fimin- . 
cial assets that have been lost are 
the many personal objects that 
were destroyed when a house in 
.Kiryat Shmona, Nahariaya or Haifa 
was hit by a Hezbullah rocket. 

There are a variety of proposals. 
about how money will be found to 
cover the enormous cost of rebuild
ing devastated areas and of paying 
compensation to those who lost 
income because of the war, people 
like the farmers whose fruit trees 
remained unpicked or the operators 
of bed and breakfast enterprises 
whose guests cancelled out when 
the rockets started falling . 

Defence· Minister Amir Peretz, 
. for example, has called for a spe

cial tax to be imposed on the resi
dents of central and south Israel, 
who did not suffer during the fight
ing. But his idea has been rejected 
by his fellow ministers. And while 
some American aid may be expect
ed, that certainly won't be enough, 
and Israeli taxpayers will be hit one 
way or another. 

How they respond will depend in 
large measure on whethethe settle
ment with Lebanon holds up, and 
Israel's objectives are achieved. If 
not, there will be grumbling about 
further sacrifices and Mr. Olmert 
may have to look for a new job. 

The writer lives in Rehovot. 
Israel. 

himself, But it's noteworthy that he 
did it from his hiding place, and 
only time will tell whether he will 

. ever again be able to address his 
followers in city squares, or 
whether he'll finish like Saddam 
Hussein or even meet a different 
fate altogether. Meanwhile, Olmert 
declared in the Knesset on August 
14 that Israel would continue to 
chase Hezbollah's leaders, and 
would make them pay for their 
aggression. That may be true, but if 
I were Olmert, I'd subscribe to the 
memorable line from "The Good, 
the Bad and the Ugly": "When you 
have to shoot, shoot. Don't talk!" 

Col. Uri Dromi. a retired Israeli 
air force pilot. is director of inter
national outreach at the Israel 

. Democracy Institute in Jerusalem. 
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To the Jewish community and the Vaad Ha'ir 
The local Manitoba crisis as to 

the Vaad Ha~ir pulling Omnitsky's 
Kosher Butchers license goes to 
show how volunteer organizations 
can run amok. Even though the 
vaad has a number of professional 
fulltime positions (and apparently 
topheavy with salary expenses), its 
board of directors has the final say 
for its operation. 

I would strongly suggest that new 
board members who won't be led 
about by the nose come forward. If 
this does not happen, then I suggest 
a new kashrut organization be set 
up. The Va ad Ha'ir in Winnipeg, as 
it stands, has lost its credibility 
with the kosher-consuming com-
munity. 

GERRY FINKLE 
Winnipeg The crisis situation about keeping 

Manitoba's only kosher 
butcher (at a reduced 
c()st), compared to 
bringing in Toronto 
meats (at a much high
er cost) is a no brainer. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
must have a kosher 
butcher - Omnitsky's. 
(Setting up a butcher 
who has specialized in 
traifeh ·meats is not 
acceptable.) 

Back to the vaad and 
its operations: 

1) I've pulled the 
vaad's financial state
ments, and its costs 
with an unnecessary 
fulltime rabbi are going 
to go through the roof. 

2) the vaad's philoso
phy about raising 
kashrut standards at 
any costs - including 
destroying local busi
nesses, is absurd and 
obscene. 

The vaad is out of 
control, and I would 
strongly suggest that 
the board members 
behind this recent crisis 
resign. Especially the 
president. 

To Mel Gibson 
Even when you 

were drunk, you 
spoke about the 
fu_jng Jews, claim
ing the Jews are 
responsible for all 
wars in the world. If I 
recall correctly, I saw 
that your father 
denied the truth of the 
Holocaust. Was he 
drunk then? 

You don't have to 
like Jews, but if you 
are all anti-Semite, 
you should think 
back: Jews discov
ered the vaccine for 
hepatitis, the test for 
syphilis, vitamin C, 
vitamin B and much 
more. 

So if you are an 
anti-Semite and won't 
accept those gifts, you 
can tum them down. 
But I warn you, you 
won't feel too good, 
and you won't live 
too long. 

NADIA FREITAG 
Winnipeg 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

That almost $2 Million 
was raised for the Israel 
Crisis Fund by August 
17th. Winnipeg joins 
with the other Canadian 
and North American 
Federations as well as 
Federations from Europe to 
provide direct support for 
rebuilding community 
infrastructure, for programs 
and for services for all 
vulnerable populations 
'including Israeli Arabs, 
Druze and Jews. The Fund 
will help Israel recover from 
the consequences of the 
recent confl ict. Jews and 
non-Jews alike have been 
donating generously to the 
fund. You can make your 
pledge for both the regu lar 
Combined Jewish Appeal 
Campaign and the Israel 
Crisis Fund at the same time 
by calling 477-7428 or 
donating on-line at 
http://www.jewishwinnipeg.org 


