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Canadian Jewish news 

Israel hasn't used 'disproportionate' 
force, Brosh says 

By SHELDON KIR
SHNER 

TORONTO - Israel 
has neither used dis
proportionate force 
nor ignored the suffer
ing of Lebanese civil
ians in its anned cur
rent· conflict with 
Hezbollah, Israel's 
consul general In 

Toronto said last 
week. 

At a press confer
ence designed to high
light Israel's side of 
the story, Ya'acov 
Brosh dismissed 
claims that Israel has 
reacted too harshly, 

Israel's Consul General Ya'acov Brosh, left, 
and federal Finance Minister Jim Flaherty at 
the launch of the Israel Emerg~ncy 
Campaign in Toronto last week. . 

and made no genuine efforts to min
imize civilian casualties in Lebanon. 

Reacting to allegations that Israel 
has used disproportionate means to 
combat Hezbollah, he posed several 
pointed questions. 

"Is it proportionate that hundreds 
of thousands of Israelis are dis
placed in their own country?" he 
asked. 

"Is it proportionate that Israelis 'are 
being kidnapped from their own 
country? 

"Is it proportionate that airfields, 
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ports and highways of Beirut and 
Lebanon are used to amass missiles 
and weaponry against Israel?" 

Israel did not seek out this war, 
Brosh said, but the Israeli govern
ment has an obligation to protect its 
citizens and ensure their safety. 

"This war is not about territory, 
but about a state, a democracy, that 
wants to survive," he said.· 

In a reference to Israel's military 
confrontations with Hezbollah in 
Lebanon and Hamas in the Gaza 
Strip, Brosh said, "Israel is once 
again, after 58 years of existence, 

attacked on two fronts. 
The enemy this time is 
different in character 
from previous ones, 
declaring clearly that ' 
its utmost objective is 
to totally obliterate the 
State of Israel and not 
accept Israel's exis
tence in any part of the 
Middle East." 

NEWS FROM THE VAAD HA'IR Accusing Hezbollah 
and Hamas of deliber
ately operating from' 
civilian areas, Brosh 
particularly singled 
out Hezbollah, saying 
it "fights behind the 
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skirts of women and 
the diapers of babies." 

Nonetheless, he 
acknowledged that 
Hezbollah has exhibit
ed well-honed military 
skills. 

Brosh strongly criti
cized Syria and Iran 
for extending assis
tance to Hezbollah, 
which, he said, has 
purposely targeted 
Israeli civilians in a 
multitude of rocket 
barrages. 

Thanking the 
Canadian government 
for its "steadfast sup-' 
port," Brosh said that 
Canada and Israel 
share common values 
and are both commit
ted to combatting ter
·rorism. 

Reprinted with per
mission, Canadian 
Jewish News. 

Canadian 
Jews send 

eight 
ambulances 

to Israel 
By SHERI SHEFA 

TORONTO' 
Canadian' Magen 
David Adom for Israel 
sent eight ambulances 
to Israel by EI Al 
cargo planes after 
learning that a Magen 
David Adom ambu
lance station in north
ern Israel was hit by a 
rocket as a result of 
the current war with 
Hezbollah. 

Iris Ehrent: adminis
trative director of 
Canadian Magen 
David Adom for Israel 
(CMDA), said that· 
when she received 
word that many of 
their supplies had to 
be replaced, "we had 
to pull together all our 
.resources and send. 
whatever it was we 
had on hand." 

For security rea
sons, Ehrent said she 
could not specify the 
extent of the damage, 

Along with medical 
supplies, CMDA sent 
eight fully equipped 
MDA ambulances to 
Ben-Gurion Airport, 
which were immedi
ately put into service 
and sent to MDA sta
tions in northern 
Israel. 

Ehrent explained 
that four of the ambu
lances were pur
chased by Canadian 
donors prior to the 
conflict; but after 
receiving the MDA 
report about one of 
their stations being 
hit, CMDA raised the 
funds required to buy 
four more in one 
week. 

The four additional 
ambulances came 
from Edmonton, 
Montreal and Toronto. 

, "All of this was 
done in one week -
that's how fast the 
community has 
responded," Ehrent 
said. 

"Israel is bleeding, 
and anything we can 
do for Israel is greatly 
appreciated," Tessler 
said. "[The ambu
lances] will help a lot 
of people." 

Reprinted with per
mission, Canadian 
Jewish News. 

Red Cross asked to 
check soldiers' fate 

By PAUL LUNG EN 
TORONTO - A Canadian senator and a u.s. 

congressman are asking international relief 
organizations to inquire into the fate of three 
Israeli soldiers kidnapped by Islamic terrorist 
groups. 

Senator Jerry Grafstein has asked the 
Canadian Red Cross (CRC) to urge the 
International Committee of the Red Cross 
(lCRC) to look into the well-being of the three 
Israeli soldiers, Yair Goldwasser and Eldad 
Regev, captured by Hezbollah, and Gilad Shalit, 
captured by Hamas. Meanwhile, south of the 
border, Congressman Alcee Hastings was mak
ing a similar request of the American Red Cross. 

Within two days of his letter to CRC secretary 
general Pierre Duplessis, Grafstein was told in 
an e-mail reply that the CRC will take "appro
priate measures" with the ICRC. 

But, the CRC cautioned, any ICRC activities 
would likely remain confidential given the 
ongoing conflict in the Middle East. 

Grafstein had written to the CRC asking it 
"actively urge the ICRC to visit the Israeli sol
diers kidnapped by Hamas and Hezbollah in 
order to verify that they are being treated in a 
humane fashion in accordance with the Geneva 
Conventions. " 

Though non-state actciK~; .. Hamas . and 
Hezbollah are required to comply with interna~ 
tional legal norms in dealing with prisoners, 
Grafsteinwrote. "The terrorist organizations, 
Hamas and Hezbollah, who both form part of 
their respective governments, cannot argue they 
are not bound to comply with the Geneva 
Conventions. The ICRC might be tJ:ie only orga
nization to save these captives' lives. 

"The JCRC should energize its unique global 
position and international credibility and pres
tige to use its best efforts to ensure that these 
kidnapped Israeli soldiers are being treated 
under international standards of care," he wrote. 

In the United States, meanwhile, Hastings, a 
seven-term Democratic congressman who repre
sents the Fort Lauderdale and West Palm Beach 
areas of Florida, wrote to American Red Cross 
chief executive Jack McGuire asking that "pres
sure" be applied to the ICRC to visit the kid
napped Israeli soldiers, adding that "the ICRC 
can use their moral authority to verify the health 
and safety of the Israeli soldiers." 

Reprinted with permission, Canadian Jewish 
News, 
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Canadian Jewish news 

Prime minister's pro-Israel·stance 
lures some Canadian Jews to Tories 
By BILL 
GLADSTONE 

TORONTO (JTA) 
- Speaking recently at 
a large pro-Israel rally 
in Toronto, prominent 
Canadian filmmaker 
Robert Lantos voiced 
his frustration with 
Canada's Liberal 
Party. 

accordance with what 
they said, they would 
do, not in accordance 
with the public opin
ion of the moment." 

Lantos thanked the 
Conservative govern-
ment of Prime STEPHEN HARP-

In the opening days 
of Israel's monthlong' 
engagement with 
Hezbollah, the Globe 
and Mail ran a news
paper story titled "Is 
Jewish support for 
Liberals eroding?" 
and reported that 
Liberal Party head
quarters had received 
dozens of calls "from 
traditional Jewish 
supporters expressing 
concern about the 
party's position." 

Minister Stephen 
Harper for its "princi
pled support'" of 
Israel, then said: "I 
hereby take off my 
lifelong federal 
Liberal hat to you. 
Symbolically, I toss it 
away, if there were 
anyone willing· to 
catch it." 

. ER, Canadian prime 
minister: Two key 
longtime Jewish 
supporters of the 
Liberals have pub
licly thanked him 
for his pro-Israel 
stance. Credit: Liberal politicians 

like former Justice 
Minister Irwin Cotler 

of Montreal say.. the party cannot 
update its Middle East policies or 
articulate them more clearly 
because former Prime Minister 
Paul Martin has resigned' as party 
leader and a replacement won't be 
chosen until November. 

COllservative Party of 
Callada, 

If the laughter and applause that 
greeted Lantos' statements are any 
indication, his sentiments seem to 
be shared by m.any in Canada's 
360,OOO-strong J~{vish community. 
High-profile defections by two 
other prominent Jewish Canadians 
soon followed, as powerful busi
ness couple Heather Reisman and 
GerlildSchwartz, both long-time 
Liberal activists, were among eight 
signatories to' a newspaper ad 
thanking Harper for "standing by 
Israel." ' 

Reisman is head of Toronto
based Indigo Books' and a former 
chair of the Liberal's national poli
cy committee. Schwartz is head of 
Onex Corporation and a fornler 
president of the Liberal Party. Both 
are leading philanthropists in 
Toronto's Jewish community. 

Reisman also announced she was 
quitting the Liberal Party to sup
port Harper's Tories. "I'm right 
there alongside Robert," she e
mailed a friend, according to the 
Calgary Sun. "After a lifetime of 
being a Liberal, I have made the 
switch. It" feels strange, but it is 
totally and unequivocally right." 

Traditional Jewish sympathy for 
the Liberals may be diminishing as 
a result of interim party leader Bill 
Graham's belief that Canada 
should maintain neutrality in 
regard to Israel's war against 
Hezbollah, even though Hezbollah 
is on Canada's list of terrorist orga
nizations. 

The Liberals are perceived by 
some Jews as "ppll-driven" and 
lacking firm principles to guide 
their foreign policy, said Ed 
Morgan, national president of the 
Canadian Jewish Congress. "What 
the community definitely appreci
ates in the Conservatives is that 
they're only singing one tune," 
Morgan said. 

"They don't take a poll and then 
change th~ir mind on significant 
policy issues. They're really taking 
positions on the Middle East in 

"It's fair to say that Harper's 
speaking up early and clearly has 
earned him respect and there has 
been a supportive response to that" 
in the Jewish community, Cotler 
said. "The Liberal Party's situation 
has not yet allowed for that. We 
can't yet speak in a unifonn, con

. sistent way on issues until we have 
a leader." 

Anita Neville, a Liberal member 
of Parliament, points out that sever
al Liberal leadership candidates 
have publicly endorsed Israel's 
right to protect its citizens from ter
rorist aggression. Neville, who co
chairs a 20-person ad hoc commit
tee called Liberal Parliamentarians 
for Israel, is one of numerous 
Liberals dissatisfied with the 
party's position on the recent 
Israel-Hezbollah war. 

But she believes the Liberals 
haven't lost a significant amount of 
Jewish support. "It's early days 
right now," she said. 

"There's no question that many 
members of the Jewish community 
certainly appreciate Mr. Harper's 
unambiguous position as it relates 
to Israel and the right of Israel to 
protect itself. But the Liberal Party 
stands for many issues that Jewish 
people have valued over the years, 
some of which are not championed 
by Mr. Harper. So I think we have 
to wait and see how this plays out." 

The Liberal caucus is actually 
deeply divided over t~e party:s 
position of neutrality and there IS 

also much division over the issue 
within Conservative ranks, Neville 
noted. 
. "We hear about Mr. Harper 

speaking out strongly in support of 
Israel, but the thing that no one 
talks about is that Mr. Harper has a 
caucus that is muzzled," Neville 
said. 
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Congregation Shir Tikvah 
Please join our growing family for 

High Holy Day services 

We are pleased to 
announce that we will 
be holding services at 

the Viscount Gort Hotel. The 
hotel is a very comfortable, 
secure, and private setting and 
we look forward to seeing famil
iar as well as new faces at this 
year's services. 

We provide an Egalitarian 
Conservative service, where all 
congregants are welcome to par
ticipate in the prayers and read
ings. To facilitate those with lim
ited Hebrew reading skills, and to 
make the various prayers more 
easily understood, we have pur
chased new prayer books 
designed and printed with more 

. English readings, translations, 
and commentaries. After using 
them last year, we received very 
positive feedback from our con
gregants. 
, Our tickets are very reasonably 
priced, and we're very happy to 
report that our congregation has 
now been approved for 
Charitable Status by CCRA. 
Therefore, we will now be able to 
provide tax deductible receipts. 

. 

We offer reduced rates for stu
dents and those unable to attend 
either Rosh Hashanah or Yom 
Kippur services, in addition to 
reduced prices for regular adult 
tickets purchased prior to August 
31 st. Please refer to the ad below 
for ticket pricing and options. As 
our seating is limited, we recom
mend that you purchase your 
tickets early to avoid disappoint
ment. 

As our congregation is relative
ly new, we welcome all sugges
tions to help improve our ser
vices as well as develop other 
programs and activities. We are 
also hoping to attract qualified 
individuals to assist with reading 
of the Torah portions as well as 
providing us with interesting and 
thought-provoking guest ser
mons. Please contact us if you 
are interested in assisting in any 
way. 

Again this year, our services 
will be led by our Lay Rabbi 
Adam Bronstone, Cantor Arky 
Berkal will chant the Musaf 
Services, and Jared Trotman, the 
Shacharit Services. 

For those families looking for a comfortable and enjoyable 
Conservative High Holy Day Synagogue experience. 

-Lay Rabbi Adam 'Bronstone 'Cantor Arky Berkal 'Ba'al Shacharit Jared Trotman 

, ... 

EREV 
FIRST DAY 
SECOND DAY 

KOL NIDRE 
MORNING 

ROSH HASHANA 
FRIDAY EVENING 
SATURDAY 
SUNDAY 

YOM KIPPUR 
SUNDAY EVENING 
MONDAY 

SEPT. 22 
SEPT. 23 
SEPT. 24 

OCT. 1 st 
OCT. 2nd 

TICKET PRICES 
Regular Adult Tickets (valid for all services) 
Restricted Adult Tickets (valid for either holiday) 
Student Tickets (valid for all services) 
... must provide current student card w/photo ID 

$85.00' 
$50.00 
$50.00 

Children Tickets (ages 5-12) $20,00 

Early Bird Special 
'Pay only $75.00 on each Regular Adult Ticket 

if payment received prior to Aug. 31 sl 
Services will be held at the Viscount Gort 
1670 Portage Ave.@ Route 90 overpass 

DAY CARE Will BE PROVIDED - FREE PARKING 

For more information and tickets please contact: 
SHARON BRONSTONE @ 338-5064 
or DAVID BLOOMFIELD @ 632-4731 

;.. 


