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Israeli news 

U.S.-born. spokeswomanforIsrael~was-slf(ltegic~ss~t-in conflict 
lose. We have managed to hold'our ownwitfi9tll:: ,', ' face ofIsraei'sfor- ' By DINA KRAFT 

TEL AVIV (JTA) - Miri Eisen fixes an eye to 
the camera and speaks clearly and deliberately' -
and, most importantly for Israel, convincingly - to 
the world media. The American-born Israeli gov
ernment spokeswoman was an important strategic 
asset in a war against Hezbollah, where victories 
and defeats depended not just on developments on 
the battlefield but also on international perception. 

messages," Eisen recently told a group of visiting' ','" • ,,~ign ;tTIedia' out-
American Jews in her native English. , '.; ,. ' " J¢ach, giving more 

During the war, Eisen. tried to stay on pomtwith ,; than 80iriterviews 
the government message that Israel wants~PeaGe ' to . ' international 
and that Hezbollah, backed by Iran and Syria,;has,.,media, networks 
been the aggressor in this conflict. But h~r,fuission'and newspapers 
was a difficult one, especially whel.lcorllpeting during¢.e war. ' ' 
with disturbing images of Lebanese Civiliaris suf~ , Eran" , Lennan, 

Though a cease-fire has ended the fighting, at, 
least for now, Eisen will remain in the public eye, 
becoming Prime Minister Ehud Olmert's foreign 
press spokeswoman later this month. "I don't 
expect to win the media war, but I don't intend to. 

fei-ing from Israeli airstrikes. ' ", , ", ", executive drrector 
Eisen speaks openly about the link between 'of the American 

Israel's coverage in the world media and how , " 'J ,e w is' h 
world Jewry is affected. The fonner armyintelli- . Coin mit tee's 
gence officer with an easy smile was busy as the : Israeli Israel/Middle East 

\'. '." . 

An Open Letter to the Community from the President, 
Rady Jewish Community Centre 

I am writing to share with you some changes that will be taking place this Fall at the Rady JCC. As you may know, the Rady JCC Board of 
Directors lias been reviewing our hours of operation in response to requests from our members. After careful consideration, the Board of 
Directors has decided to modify the hours of operation of auf fitness facility. Effective September 1,2006, the Rady JCC's hours of operation 
for the Fitness Facility will be: 

• Monday to Thursday 
• Friday 
• Saturday 
• Sunday (April to October) 
• Sunday (Nov to March) 
• Rosh Hashanah (2 days) 
• Yom Kippur 
• 1st 2 days of Passover 
• Remembrance Day morning (Nov 11) 

6:00 am - 10:00 pm 
6:00 am - 7:00 pm 
12:00 pm . 6:00 pm 
7:00 am - 6:00 pm 
7:00 am - 7:00 pm 
Closed 
Closed 
Closed 
Closed 

• Please note, our Fitness Facility will be open regular hours on all other Jewish Festivals. 

While the fitness facility (workout area, track, pool and courts) will be open more hours, we will maintain our Shabbat and Festival polley and 
close our business offices on Shabbat and all Festivals. Accordingly, we will not conduct business on those days and we will not exchange 
money. For those of you who will be sending your children to the Rady JCC Childcare Centre (formerly Aleph Bet South), please note that child 
care centre will continue to operate according to its existing practices on Festivals. 

I am also writing to let you know that the Board has also approved a Jewish Life and Learning Strategy that will see our cultural programming 
expand, This Fall, we will be introducing some new and innovative ways to increase opportunities for members of our community to partici
pate more actively in Jewish life. The Board of Directors is very excited to see our Jewish Life and Learning programs grow and are confident 
that this program stream will provide an enriching experience for you and your family. 

A decision like this Is not made without considerable thought. The Board of Directors undertook what we believe to be a fair and thorough 
process. This included conSUltations with key community organizations, such as the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg and the Council of Rabbis. 
We supported the public discussion in the Jewish Post. And, we received and considered the written and verbal comments of members and 
non-members, 

In addition, the Board contracted PRA, an independent research firm that is knowledgeable about Jewish life in Winnipeg, to survey 400 of our 
members, former members and program participants. Finally, we consulted with JCCs across North America to review their practices and 
polices. 

The Information we received from each of these sources consistently supported the direction we are proposing. You may be interested to know 
that: 

• Over 70% of Jewish members and non-members supported or were not opposed to the JCC opening on Festivals other than 
the High Holidays and Passover. 

• While the majority of Jewish members and non-members supported or were not opposed to opening Shabbat mornings, a 
notable minority, 43% were opposed. 

• A similar response was noted during the consultations, where those who voiced an opinion In opposition to opening, felt most 
strongly that the Rady JCC should remain closed on Shabbat moming. 

• The #1 reason former members said they left the Rady JCC was because of our current hours. 
• It Is estimated that over half of all JCCs either have or are reviewing their hours of operation to include operating on Shabbat 

and Festivals. ' 

The Rady JCC Board is strongly committed to our cultural mission and remains committed to expanding our already leading edge Jewish cul
tural and educational programs. That said, we operate in a competitive environment where the communityls expectations, Including the Jewish 
community, have changed. Expanding the hours of operation will mean that the Rady JCC will be clo~ed for a total of 5 days a year, compared 
to the current 13. We believe this approach, Including enhancing our cultural and Jewish holiday programming, balances the view of those who 
felt strongly that we should not open Shabbat mornings and Festivals with the views of those who support expanding our hours. 

I want to extend a thank you to those of you who shared your perspective with us over this past year. I hope to see you at the Rady JCC. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jeff Lieberman 
President 

. ' • , .. , , 

government spokesper- office in 
, son in the war against 'Jerusalem, has 
'Hezbollah. Credit: Photo known Eisen for 
courtesy The Israel Project, about 20 years, 

They first met 
while working' as officers in Israeli intelligence 
units. Lennan listed Eisen's assets, including, "her 
broad outlook, her command of language and pro
found understanding of how Americans in partic
ular and generally people beyond Israel's borders 
set their priorities." 

"She is a woman who is a mother who cares 
about suffering on both sides," Lennan said. "She 
really is who she is, and at the same time she 
understands military issues, and that resets peo
pIe's expectations. One of our main struggles is to 
overcome people's preconceived notions of who 
we are and what we stand for." 

Israelis tally ~uccesses 
losses as war ends 
(Cont. from pagel.) 

and· 

Avigdor Liebern'lan's Yisrael Beiteinu and to 
. bring vote-catching outsiders like the fonner 
IDF chief of staff, Lt. Gen. Moshe Ya'alon -
tipped as a possible candidate for defence minis-· 
ter - into the Likud. 

Katz speaks about a possible reversal of the 
"big bang" in Israeli politics that led to the for
mation of Kadima last November and the 
Likud's subsequent ouster from power. "The 
Likud must take the lead in fonning a strong, 
centrist Zionist alternative opposed to further 
unilateral moves," Katz told JTA. 

Independent polls show that Olmert's West 
Bank "realignment" plan is in trouble. Before 
the war, it had more than 60 per cent support; 
now, according to a poll by the respected Dahaf 
Institute, 47 per cent of Israelis are in favor and 
47 per cent against. Moreover, other polls show 
that Olmert's approval rating has plummeted 
from 75 per cent at the start of war to under 50 
per cent. Worse: Less than 40 per cent are satis
fied with the way he handled the war, and some 
polls suggest that if elections were held today, 
Kadima would crash from 29 Knesset seats to 
around 16. 

Looking at the bigger picture, there are two 
schools of thought in Israel on the probable 
regional fallout of the war. Pessimists maintain 
that the inconclusive fighting with a small 
guerilla band has undennined Israeli deteuence 
and altered the regional balance of power in 
favor of Israel's enemies in Iran and Syria, and 
that a wider outbreak of fighting is simply a mat
ter of time. In their view, Syria may be tempted 
into thinking that by following the Hezbollah 
model, it will be able to recapture the Golan 
Heights by force. 

Optimists contend that the pounding taken by 
Hezbollah and Lebanon actually has enhanced 
Israel's deterrent capacity, that the regional 
power balance has shifted in Israel's favor and 
that it could create momentum for peace talks 
with Lebanon, Syria and the Palestinians. 

Israeli news 

The United Nations Security Council votes for a cessation of hostilities 
in Lebanon, August 11, 2006. Credit: Frank Franklin/UN. 

UN Security Council approves 
resolution to halt Lebanon 'conflict 
By JTA Staff 

NEW YORK - The United 
Nations Security Council approved 
a resolution, calling for an Israeli
Hezbollah cease-fire, August 11. It 
was approved by the Israeli cabinet 
on August 13, and was to be imple
mented on August 14. 

Following is an edited version: 
.RESOLUTION 1701, UN 

SECURITY COUNCIL 
The Security Council, 
PP2. Expressing its utmost con

cern at the continuing escalation of 
hostilities .in Lebanon and in Israel 
since Hizbollah's attack on Israel 
on 12 July 2006, which has already 
caused hundreds of deaths and 
injuries on both sides, extensive 
damage to civilian infrastructure 
and hundreds of thousands of inter
nally displaced persons, 

PP3. Emphasizing the need for an 
end of violence, but at the same 
time emphasizing the need to 
address urgently the causes that 
have given rise to the cuuent crisis, 
including by the unconditional 
release of the abducted Israeli sol
diers, 

PP4: Mindful of the sensitivity of 
the issue of prisoners and encour
aging the efforts aimed at urgently 
settling the issue of the Lebanese 
prisoners detained in Israel, 

PP5. Welcoming the efforts of the 
Lebanese Prime Minister and the 
commitment of the government of 
Lebanon, in its seven-point plan, to ' 
extend its authority over its teuito
ry, through its own legitimate 
anned forces, such that there will 
be no weapons without the consent 
of the government of Lebanon and 
no authority other'than that of the 
govemment of Lebanon, welcom
ing also its commitment to a UN 
force that is supplemented and 
enhanced in numbers, equipment, 
mandate and scope of operation, 
and bearing in mind its request in 
this plan for an immediate with
drawal of the Israeli forces from 
Southern Lebanon, 

PP6. Detennined to act for this 
withdrawal to happen at the earli
est, 

PP7. Taking due note of the pro
posals made in the seven-point plan 
regarding the Shebaa fanns area, 

PP8. Welcoming the unanimous 
decision by the government of 
Lebanon on 7 August 2006 to 
deploy a Lebanese armed force of 
15,000 troops in South Lebanon as 
the Israeli army withdraws behind 
the Blue Line and to request the 
assistance of additional forces from 
UNIFIL as needed, to facilitate the 
entry of the Lebanese armed forces 

,into the region and to restate its 
intention to strengthen the 
Lebanese anned 'forces with mater
ial as needed to enable it to perfOlID 
its duties ... 

OP4. Reiterates its strong support 
for full respect for the Blue Line; 

OP8. Calls for Israel and 
Lebanon to support a penn anent 
ceasefire and a long-term solution 
based on the following principles 
and elements: 

- full respect for the Blue Line by 
both parties, 

- security arrangements to pre
vent the resumption of hostilities, 
including the establishment 
between the Blue Line and the 
Litani river of an area free of any 
armed personi1el, assets and 
weapons other than those of the 
government of Lebanon and of 
UNIFIL as authorized in paragraph 
11, deployed in this area, 

- full implementation of the rele
vant provisions of the TaifAccords, 
and of resolutions 1559 (2004) and 
1680 (2006), that require the disar
mament of all armed groups in 
Lebanon, so that, pursuant to the 
Lebanese cabinet decision of July 
27, 2006, there will be no weapons 
or authority in Lebanon other than 
that of the Lebanese state, 

- no foreign forces in Lebanon 
without the consent of its govern
ment, 

- no sales or supply of arms and 
related materiel to Lebanon except 
as authorized by its government, 

- provision to the United Nations 
of all remaining maps of land 
mines in Lebanon in Israel's pos
session. 

Wednesday, August 23, 2006, THE JEWISH POST Be NEWS 25 

THE JEWISH HERITAGE CENTRE'S 
DRIVING AND WALKING TOUR OF THE 

1919 WINNIPEG.GENERAL STRIKE 
AND THE JEWISH NORTH END 

Over the years historians 
, have come to characterize 

the North End as the most 
representative symbol of the 
political, social and cultural 
forces that have shaped the char
acter and identity of Winnipeg. 
With the, influx of immigrant 
groups in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries, predominantly 
Slavic and Jews, a multidimen
sional, vibrant and dynamic 
social milieu was established. 
Small businesses, railway facili
ties, boarding houses, working -
class homes, institutions such as 
mutual aid societies, churches, 
synagogues, newspaper and 
printing establishments all 
seemed to jostle for space in an 
area which comprised less than 
one-third Winnipeg's geographi
cal area, yet contained almost 
half of its popUlation. 
. More than any other district, 
The North End was where capital 
- labour differences were sharper 
in focus and more intensive in 

their interplay. From this sce
. nario emerged the personalities 
and events of the 1919 Winnipeg 
General Strike. 

Today one can still see numer
ous structures associated with the 
General Strike as well as exam
ples of the North End's ethnic 
diversity including the Jewish 
community, which had created an 
intricate and complex network of 
social, cultural, economic institu
tions. 

The Jewish Heritage Centre of 
Western Canada invites you to 
participate in a driving and walk
ing tour of the North End, focus
ing on both the Winnipeg 
General Strike and the Jewish. 
community. Your guides will be 
Nolan Reilly, Professor of 
History at the University of 
Winnipeg, and Roz Usiskin, who 
has written extensively on the 
history of Winnipeg's Jewish 
community. For more informa
tion please see the advertisement 
below. 

The Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada 

Invites You To 

A Driving And Walking Tour' 

The 1919 Winnipeg General Strike 
And The Jewish North End 

Sunday, September 17 with departure at 1 :OOpm 
from the Congregation Etz Chayim (123 Matheson Ave East) 

Your guides will be Prof. Nolan Reilly (Department of History, University of 
Winnipeg) and Roz Usiskin (local historian). Prof. Reilly's presentation will focus 
on the area's history in relation to the 1919 Winnipeg General Strike. Roz Usiskin 
will look at the impact of the Strike on the Jewish community and will delve into 
the community's institutions and social relations in its aftermath. Sites to be 
visited include the CPR Weston shops, Portage and Main (where the events of 
Bloody Saturday unfolded), the Ukrainian LabourTemple, the structures that used 
to house the Israelite Press and Liberty Temple and the extant Hebrew Sick 
Benefit Association, 

Fee for participation is $10.00 to be pre-paid 
(no later than Monday, September 11) by cash, cheque, Interac, Visa or MasterCard. 

To make a payment, please contact Fran Barrett at (204) 477 - 7460. 
For further program information please direct your enquiries to 

Stan Carbone at (204) 4n - 7467. 

Every effort will be made to honour this departure time, We strongly urge you to be at 
Congregation Etz Chayim by 12:30pm. The tour is expected to last about 2 and 1/2 hours, 
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