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u~s~ Jewish news 

Behind the headlines 

American Jews launch offensive to halt Temple Mount 'surrender' 
By MICHAEL J. JOR
DAN 

NEW YORK (JTA) -
Sovereignty over the 
Temple Mount is appar
ently so explosive to the 
Arab world that the ques
tion may have torpedoed 
the Camp David summit 
in July and helped spark 
the Palestinian violence 
of the past four months. 
Now it's becoming clear 
just how explosive it is 
for Jews as well. 

ing away 
part of the 
Vatican, " 
Klein said. 

"And no 
Israeli leader 
has the right 
to give away 
the essence 
of the Jew
ish people 
that is em
bedded in 
the Temple 
Mount." 

Amid new indications 
that the Israeli govern
ment is ready to cedesov
ereignty overthe holy site 
in exchange for Palestin
ian renunciation of the 
"right of return" for refu
gees, American Jews are 
going on the offensive. 

Israel knows best when 
it comes to borders and 
security arrangements, 
say some American Jew
ish activists, but Jerusa
lem - and the Temple 
Mount -is a different 
story. 

The Temple Mount houses one of Islam's holiest shrines, the 
Dome of the Rock, while resting above the remains of the First 
and Second Temples, the holiest site in Judaism. Prominent 
American Jews have recently signed an advertisement calling 
on Israel not to cede sovereignty over the Temple Mount. Credit: 

New U.S. 
proposals 
presen ted to 
Israel and the 
Palestin ians 
last month 
call for Israel 
to give up 
sovereignty 
over the 
Temple Brian f-1endlerJJTA. 

"Israel Must Not Sur
render Judaism's HoI iest 
Site" reads a new adver
tisement initiated by the 
Zionist Organization of 
America and signed by 
some 30 prominent 
American Jews. 

tential confrontation be
tween the Israeli govern
ment and important seg
ments of AmericanJewry 
at a time when Israeli 
Pri me Min is ter Ehud 
Barak may need interna
tional as well as internal 
Israeli backing for any 
peace deal with the Pal
estinians. 

Conference of Presidents 
of Major American Jew
ish Organizations. The ad 
is aimed at influencing 
both AmericanJewish and 
Israel i audiences, and wi 11 
run in U.S. Jewish and 
Israeli media last month, 
said Morton Klein, presi
dent of the ZOA. 

"The Muslims 

The ad portends a po-

The signatories to the 
ad include hard-liners and 
moderates, including six 
past chairpeople of the 

wouldn't dream of giv
ing away part of Mecca 
or Medina; the Christians 
wouldn't dream of giv-

Jews doubt poll showing growing 
American support/or Palestinians 
By MATTHEW E. BERGER 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - Jewish 
leaders are questioning the validity of a 
new poll that shows American public 
opinion swinging towurd the Palestin
ians in the current Middle East connict. 
The Zogby, International poll, taken of 
1,0 12likely American voters, found that 
63.5 per cent support a Palestinian state 
and 57 per cent do not support moving 
the U.S. Embassy in Israel from Tel 
Aviv to Jerusalem. It also found that 
voters want President-elcct George W. 
Bush to steer a middle road in the peace 
process, with 71.5 per cent saying they 
want Bush to pursue a policy that does 
not favor either side. 

While the poll showed that Ameri
cans continue to favor Israel in the con
flict - with 30 per cent supporting the 
Israelis und II per cent supporting the 
Palestinians - the Arab American Insti
tute, which commissioned the poll, said 
it represents a leveling of American 
attitude toward the Middle East combat
unts. "There is a growing sense that 
people want a balanced upproach," said 
JamesZogby, AAI president. "The trend 
is striking. It's a sign ificant change from 
the 70s and 80s." 

The results differ drastically from a 
Gallup poll taken two months earlier, 
which showed 41 percent of Americans 
supporting Israel in the Middle East 
situation, and II per cent siding with the 
Palestinians. Kenneth Bricker, director 
of communications for the American 
Israel Public Affairs Committee, said 

the Gallup poll was more reliable. "Any 
poll can be made to say anything the 
sponsor would like it to," Bricker said. 
"In this case, Mr. Zogby has a vested 
interest in the outcome." Zogby's 
brother, John Zogby, conducted the poll. 

But AAI PresidentJim Zogby said the 
difference may be that the Gallup sur
vey used the word "Arabs" in differen
tiating between the sides in the Middle 
East connict, while the Zogby poll re
ferred simply to "Palestinians." Ameri
can Jewish Committee spokesman 
Kenneth Bandler said he thought the 30 
per cent figure in Zogby's poll was low, 
but he still found the numbers encourag
ing. "The American public is sympa
thizing with Israel, and this is after three 
months of violence in Isracl, Gaza and 
the West Bank," Bandler said. "You 
have a majority of Americans support
ing the Clinton administration approach 
to the peace process and wanting to 
continue that in the next administra
tion." 

About hal f of the respondents said 
they believed Clinton wus "steering a 
middle course," while 29.5 percent said 
Clinton leaned towards Israel and five 
per cent said he leaned toward the Pales
tinians. Bandler also said he was en
couragep that only 32 per cent of re
spondents said they felt Israel had used 
excessive force in the recent conflict. 
About one quarter of the respondents 
said the use of force was the "right 
amount" and 12 per cent suggested it 
was not enough. 

Mount and for the Pales
tinians to give up the right 
of refugees displaced dur
ing Israel's creation to re
turn to the state. 

The Clinton adminis
tration was seeking a 
quick response from both 
sides to determine if a 
peace deal can be sealed 
before he leaves office 
on January 20. 

The Temple Mount's 
upper level houses the 
third holiest shrine in Is
lam, while sitting atop the 
remains of the First and 
Second Temples, the ho
liest site in Judaism. 

"We will do nothing to 
impair the affinity of the 
Jewish people to the site," 
said Barak, who has also 
come under intense pres
sure from Israeli political 
and reI igious leaders 
against yielding control 
of the site. 

U.S. Jews opposed to 
concessions on the Tem
pie Mount are citing those 
leaders in making their 
case. 

The National Council 
of Young Israel last 
month cited Israel's Chief 
Ashkenazi Rabbi Yisrael 
Meir Lau, who was 
quoted in the Israeli daily 
Ha'aretz saying that to 
abandon the Temple 
Mount "means abandon
ing the tradition of thou
sands of years." 

"The situation, de facto, 
is unfortunately that the 
Palestinians and the Mus
lims control the Mount, 
but to grant this reality a 
de jure authorization 
would violate the public's 
trust," Lau was quoted 
saying. U.S. Jews also cite 
Israeli hard-liners Natan 
Sharansky and Ariel 
Sharon, who is cha11eng
ingBarakin the upcoming 
Israeli elections. 

Rockaway sy~agogue sues 
congregants for unpaid dues 
By MARK GOLDWERT 
The New Jersey Jewish News 

WHIPPANY, N.J. - A superior court case in Morris 
County that pitted a Rockaway couple against their 
synagogue has left those involved angry and holding 
opposing ideas of what the nature of the relationship 
between a temple and its congregants should be. David 
Slossberg was sued by White Meadow Temple of 
Rockaway for unpaid membership dues totaling $1 ,500 
U.S. Slossberg and White Meadow settled - the agree
ment has Slossberg paying his former synagogue $33 
U.S. a month for one year, a total of nearly $400 U.S. 
White Meadow brought the law suit after Siossberg 
and his wife, Dian, believed they had severed their 
relationship with the temple. 

Slossberg said he agreed to settle with White Mcadow 
because they agreed to leave his wife out of the suit, 
which originally named her as well. Slossberg said he 
is "extremely upset" at the way White Meadow's 
people handled the situation. Although Slossberg holds 
no ill will toward White Meadow's legal counsel, 
attorney Robert D. Rosen of the Denville firm of 
Augello, Pezold & Hirschmann - Slossberg said Rosen 
was "a gentleman through the whole matter" - Rabbi 
Leslie P. Lipson and temple administrators are another 
story. 

"It's very bad what they did, but what they're doing 
to other people is worse," Siossberg said, referring to 
two other sets of defendants currently named in White 
Meadow suits. "It's pathetic the way they treated them. 
It is unconscionable. The other parties are not like me. 
They want to go to temple. One couple has young 
children." Two other Rockaway couples are facing law 
suits brought by White Meadow Temple to collect back 
membership dues. "We generate a budget every year," 
said White Meadow synagogue president Robert 
Goldberg. Based on that, the synagogue's leaders 
determine what the dues are. 

"When people fall behind, our financial secretary 
sends a letter," Goldberg explained, adding that addi
tionalletters are sent at regular intervals over as many 
as five years. Only then, he said, is such a matter turned 
over to the temple's attorneys. He added that the temple 
often makes arrangements with those who cannot 
afford to pay full dues. 

According to Goldberg, White Meadow maintains a 
hardship committee whose members assess such situ
ations. Only "after all the letters are ignored," said 
Goldberg, "then the lawsuits start." 

The rabbi at White Meadow with whom the Slossbergs 
were familiar was Ralph Dalin, who happened to live 
next door to them. David Slossberg had apprised Dalin 
that he had spiritual and financial hardships; Slossberg 
was under the impression, at that time, that he had made 
a definitive, if unofficial, break with White Meadow. 
"He was sympathetic, but I don't know if he had any 
say in the business end," said Slossberg. That was in 
1996. Dalin moved to San Diego last summer and 
could not be reached for comment. He was replaced by 
Rabbi Leslie P. Lipson. 

Once the dispute came to light and Siossberg tried to 
explain his financial situation to White Meadow, he 
said, the synagogue was less than understanding. "They 
never said 'just pay what you can,' or anything like 
that." Slossberg believes the temple needs to be re
structured when it comes to the way they do business 
with their congregants. "The temple should be held to 
an incredibly higher moral standard" than other busi
nesses. Goldberg said that Slossberg made no attempt 
to contact the synagogue regarding the matter of his 
late dues. 

Siossberg said he now questions the moral standards 
of White Meadow's administrators and rabbi, who 
spoke only through their attorneys to Siossberg and his 
wife. "This rabbi, not tohave reached out to me, for him 
not to do that is unconscionable. I don't know where he 
was ordained." The settlement Slossberg reached with 
Whi te Meadow has both embittered him and prompted 
him to start making some future plans. "I don't know 
that I want to divulge (them)," Slossberg said of his 
plans. "They're nothing earth-shattering; I won't dam
age the temple. But my plan is to help people that want 
to belong to a synagogue and have perhaps financial or 
spiritual problems." 
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Rabbi charged with killing wife tries to move trial to new venue 
By MARILYN 
SIL VERSTEIN 

PHILADELPHIA 
(JT A) - Rabbi Fred J. 
Neulander measures out 

other defence counsel, 
Dennis Wixted. 

Nevada shul struck by fire 
for second time in 13 months 
Uy TOM TUGENn 

j his days reading and writ
ing in a cramped but clean 
ccll at the Camden 
County Correctional Fa-

the usual prison fare. He's 
making the bestofa tough 
situation." Carol 
Nculandcr was found 
beaten to death in the 
family's Cherry Hill 
home on November I, 
1994. In 1998, Rabbi 
Nculander was arrested 
on charges of being an 
accompl ice to murder and 
conspiring to commit 
murder. 

Shackled hand and foot, 
with chains girding the 
waistofhis orange prison 
jumpsuit, Neulander sat 
in silence. At times he 
leaned forward to brush 
his face with his cuffed 
hands; at ti mcs he just 
looked off into the dis
tance, lost in his thoughts. 
In addition to the clul!1ge 
of venue motion, thecourt 
heard a defence motion 
to bar the state from pre
senting certain testimony 
of the Neulanders' daugh
ter, Rebecca. Rebecca 
Neulander testified that 
her mother said to her, 
via cell phone, "Oh, this 
must be thc package 
Daddy said to expect," 
allegedly showing a link 
in Carol Neulander's 
mind between her hus
band and the delivery man 
- now alleged to beJenoff 

LOS ANGELES (J'fA) - Thirteen months after five 
skinheads firebombed Temple EnuUlu-EI in Reno, the 
same synagogue was attacked in the first hour of the 
New Year. 

Police said an nrsonist apparcntly used a nammable 
liquid to ignite the fire, which engulfed the temple'S 
front entrance and charred the entryway. The names, 
discovered January I at 12:45 ,\.In., were quickly 

i 
1 

cility overlooking the 
Delaware River in 
Camden, N.J. "He's do
ing all right," Neulander's 
attorney, Jeffrey Zucker, 
said as he sat outside 
Courtroom :13 [It the 
Camden County Hall of 
Justice December on 15, 

Zucker was waiting for 
a hearing to begin before 
Judge Linda Roscnzweig 
on a defence motion to 
change the venue of 
Neulander's upcoming 
trial for the murder of his 
wife, Carol. "He spends a 
lot of time answering sup
portive letters, Hndthat's 
very gratifying to him. He 
has a lot of rei igious ma
terial sent in by several 
outside rabbis, so he's 
continuing his ./ewish 
studies," Zucker ,said of 
Neulander. "He's al~o 

RABlH FRED J. 
NEULANnER: Ar
rested in 1998 on 
charges of being an ac
complice and conspir
ing to commit murder. 

visited on a weekly basis 
by all three of his chil
dren," he added. "His 
spirits arc fairly high for 
one who is incarcerated." 

Thcn Zucker paused. 
"It's tough," he acknowl
edged. "He shares a cell 
with another inmate. I-Ie 
gets along well with eve
ryone. They do give him 

'koshcr Illl:als, which I 
think is a littlc bellcr than 

In May, two alleged hit 
men - Leonard Jenoffand 
Paul Michael Daniels -
camc forward and con
fessed to the murder, al
leging that Neulander 
hired them tokill his wife. 
In lightoftheconfessions, 
a Camden County grand 
jUlY reindicted Neulander 
in Juneon chargesofcapi
tal murder, felony mur
der and conspiracy, and 
the judge revoked his hai I. 
Under the new charges, 
the 58-year-old rabbi 
could facc the death pen
alty. 

As the hearing got un
derway, Neulander, look· 
ing gaunt and gray, sat 
between Zucker anel his 

- who ultimately killed 
her. 

Rosenzweig denied the 
motion, ruling that the al
leged statement is admis
sible. 

extinguished. . 
Police officials, who classified the attack as a hate 

crime, had few clues other than a poor-quality surveil
lance photo of the arsonist. 

One month ago, a feckral judge sentenced five self
avowed skinheuds for hurling a concrete-filled soda 
bottle and a Molotov cocktail at a temple window in 
December 1999. The youngest dcfendant received a 
five-year pri~()n sentence, and the other four bet wecn 
14 and 15 years. 

"We had hoped that the harsh sentences would send 
a strong ll1ess:tge to people, but I guess some people 
didn't gct the message," Rabbi D:tniel Mehlman of 
Temple Emanu-EI, an SO-year old Conservative con
gregation, told the Relin Gazelle-Journal. 

"The damage to the building is limited, but the 
d:tmage to ollr hearts and souls is great," Mehlm:tn 
said. "Everybody is shocked and scared." Mehlm:tn 
invited the general comillunity to attend the temple's 
serv ices on Jan uary 5. 

"I know everybody'S heart in the community is with 
us," he said. ''This is an attack not only on our place of 
worship, it is an attack on anybody 's place ofworship." 
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learning and spiritual community. The Shaarey Zedek 
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Beit HaMidrash i.s open to everyone. We offer a 

. unique team of teachers from Winnipeg representing a 

full Jewish spectrum. Begin with a warm bagel and coffee. 

in the "breakfast room" on Sunday Mornings and then 

venture off to hour long classe.s held throughout the 

synagogue. We have expanded to offer classes on 

Monday· and Wednesday evening.s. The.se new 6 week· 

cour.s~s start the week of Sunday, Jan 14th. 
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. Uriaerthedi~eCtion·of Michael '.Underthe direction of Michael. .. 
Kurek and Rabbi Louis BerkaL Kurek and Rabbi L:ouis Berkal· 
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We willba learning tfiemuslc . Would you like a group of yoiJr .. : . 
. of Debbie Friedman, Craig:'. friends t6 sing al your Bar or. Bat 
Taubrrianandother . . Mitzvah? Would Y9ulike 10 
con!emporaryJewlsh artists .. '. perform some contemporary 

. Jewish Music? . 
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, .... The Pr~irieRuachMinyan· 
. . .. ; rW()rshlp':forth~ .Mi~d, Body, Heart and SoUl" .. 
. Join us at Shaarey Zedekfor a unique prayer experience, . 

.' th.eseco!1cfFridaYofeach month a.t 8 o'clock pm. 
, • ': ' k ... •• .:-,.,: :'; 1 ...... ",,' .; . -' , . 

.. " t·,,~.", ".~:,_-_:.': >;>. .' , .. '. . 
'" "),:,,:,,,';,,:Upcomlng Dates:.' . '. 

'Jar)u~ry,12th,FebruarY 9th,Marcn 9th, April 13th 

,'I " 

... ' 

Conversational Hebrew for Kids aged 5-7 NEW Jewish History 

Conversational Hebrew for Kids aged 8-10 Meditation and Stretch 

Basic Training in Jewish Spirituality Synagogue Skills 

Beginner's Conversational Hebrew for Adults NEW The Essence of the Torah 

Family Dynamics in the Book of Genesis 

Haftarah Trope 

Introduction to Hebrew for Adults 

Introduction t9 Judaism 

Introduction to Talmud 

OUR UNIQUE TEACHING STAFF -

Rabbi Alan Green Rabbi Louis Berkal 

NEW The Passover Haggadah 
-Transforming the Telling 

NEW Understanding Israel 
. - Looking 10 our Past for Answers to our Futuro 

Yoga 

.NEW Young Adult Choir ages 12 to 18 

NEW. Youth Choir for ages 8 to 12 

Rabbi David Cantor 

Rabbi Moshe Stern Rabbi Zusha Halperin Rami Kleinmann 

Bill Weissmann 

David Wilder 

Michael Kurek Christine Cantor 

Gina Chodicker Heather James 

Course Fees: $18 per 6 week course 
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'"II,' UII ~ 11.1""· :' 

for Members of Shaarey Zedek 
$36 for Non-Members 

t;'I Need more information? Call 
.. Marcy or Robert at 452-3711 to 

receive our Belt HaMidrash 
Booklet, or more Information. 
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