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Focus on issues Behind the headlines 

Eizenstat: Holocaust restitution No Jews named to Bush cabinet, 
not on Bush team's radar screen but most Jewish groups don't care 
By SHARON SAMBER By MATTHEW E. 

BERGER WASHINGTON 
(JTA) - With the Clinton 
administration fast draw
ing to a close, Deputy 
Treasury Secretary Stuart 
Eizenstat appears to be 
less concerned about his 
future than about the 
Holocaust restitution ef- -
forts he has directed for 
the last five years. The 
administration's point 
man in the restitution bal
ties, Eizenstat is con
cerned that the issue has 
not been a priority for the 
Bush transition team. 
"It's not an issue that, so 
far as I know, is on the 
radar screen of the incom
ing administration," 
Eizenstat told JTA in an 

Outgoing Deputy Treasury Secretary Stuart 
Eizenstat, seen here in a file photo, is concerned that 
Holocaust restitution is not on the Bush administra
tion's radar screen. Photo courtesy U.s. Department oj 
Treasury. 

WASHINGTON 
(JTA) - As President
elect George W. Bush 
unveiled i1is cabinet over 
the last few weeks, the 
buzzword has been diver
sity. A Republican Party 
with a reputation for ap
pointing mostly white 
males welcomed several 
members of ethnic mi
norities to the adminis
tration's highest offices. 
Jews, however, were left 
outofthemix. Theomis
sion has left several Jew
ish leaders concerned 
about their relationship 
with the new White 
House, but most dismiss 

interview. 
As President Clinton's special envoy 

on Holocaust issues, Eizenstat has 
overseen dramatic changes in the area of 
World War II-era restitution, from ne
gotiating major settlements worth some 
$7 billion U.S. with the Swiss banks and 
German and Austrian governments to 

-helping set upa I O-country task force on 
Holocaust education to promote national 
memorial days and programming in 
schools. The efforts made by the U.S, 
government have been bipartisan and. 
nonpolitical, Eizenstat said, and it is 
important that countries think the new 
U.S. leadership will continue to make 
the issue a priority. 

On the contrary, he said, the Bush 
team should build on the momentum of 
the last few years and have a point 
person who will get the attention of 
foreign governments ... 

There's no reason the next administra
tion shouldn't grab it and give as much 
emph,lsis to it as we have," Eizenstat 
said, the trace of a Southern accent from 
his Atlanta boyhood still evident in his 
slow, measured speech. Eizenstat' s 
record on restitution

i 
makes those in

volved in the issue 'all the more con
cerned about his imminent departure. 

Under Eizenstat's leadership, a 
number of pol itical negotiations got 
under way and ultimately bore fruit. 
Preparations now are being made to 
disburse money from a fund establ ished 
by Swiss banks that misappropriated 
Jewish assets during the Holocaust, as 
well as from a settlemcnt with Germany 
that covers slave labor ancl"Aryanizecl" 
property, and which earmarks $350 mil
lion U.S. for Holocaust education 
projects. 

Interestingly, Eizenstat is proudest of 
somc ofthc less-publ icized successes of 
the restitution efforts, such as the fact 
that 17 countries have establ ishecl his
torical commissions to cxamine their 
roles in handling Holocaust-cra assets. 

These commissions are important, 
Eizenstat explained, because at some 
point the settlement moncys are going to 
evaporate, but Holocaust cducat ion must 
continue. "The real question is what 
memory will be left," he said. "1 think 

··it's important that the last memory of the 
Holocaust not be money, but memory 
unci lessons learned." 

the notion that Jews must 
For Eizenstat, 57, his most important have a representative in 

accompl ishment is having "brought back the cabinet. 
the unfinished business of World War II "The Jewish commu-
and the Holocaust to the public'S eye, of nity has graduated be-
doing some measure of justice to the yond the point where, at 
elderly survivors, and creating a greater every election, we have 
sense of memory for those who per- to hold a stopwatch and 
ished." count how many people 

He hopes that restitution efforts have cross the finish line," said 
put "a nail in the coffin of historical Jason Isaacson, director 
revisionism." He also hopes they have of government and inter-
helpcd people understand the "horrific national affairs at the 
dimensions not only of the loss of life American Jewish Com-
but the incredible effort to destroy the mittee. Jews make up 10 
entireculture,"and how the Nazis viewed per cent of the Senate, 
property confiscation as, a way to fi- and there are 27 Jews in 
nance their war effort. "It adds a whole the 435-member House 
new dimension to what we already of Representatives. 
kncw," he said. As the restitution proc- Two Jews sit on the 
ess gained speed, questions arose about Supreme Court. With a 
Jews and other Holocaust victims pur- few notable exceptions, 
suing money and spurring a Holocaust almost all the'lewish po-
"industry." litical officials are Demo-

Eizenstat said he considers such criti- crats. That's not surpris-
cisll1 misplaced. People have a right to ing,as American Jews are 
recover their property and assets, he predominantly Demo-
said. Furthermore, lawyers are not get- cratic and voted aver-
ting rich off the settlements, while in whelmingly for Vice 
fact it was their class-action lawsuits President Al Gore in No-
that grabbed the. attention of govern- vember. 
ments and companies. Bush, on the other hand, 

Eizenstat criticized some lawyers' made unpreceden ted 
threats of boycotts and sanctions against overtures to Arab Amcri-
countries that refused to negotiate with can voters, especially in 
Jewish groups, and said he feels that states like Michigan 
lawyers sometimes use Holocaust vic-. where they are an impor-
tims as props at their settlement news tant constituency. None-
conferences. Even before he took over theless, some Jewish 
the restitution issue, Eizenstat was re- leaders expected a seat at 
spec ted by Jewish leaders for his work Bush's cabinet table. Five 
on other issues of concern to the com- Jews served in President 
munity. Clinton's cabinet, And 

As domestic policy adviser to Presi- while no Jews served in 
dent Carter, Eizenstat worked on the the cabinets of Reagan or 
American· response to the Arab eco- Bushpere,lherewerefour 
nomic boycott of Israel and on Soviet in President Carter's cabi-
refugee pol iey, alllong other issues. Be- net and several in the 
tween Demticratic adm in istrations, Ford, Nixon,Johnson and 
Eizenstat worked as a lawyer. From Kennedy admin istra-
199310 1996, he was U.S. ambas~adol" .... ·.ti(ms. 
to the European Union in Brussek and j'ra,F::orman, executive 
from 1997 to 1999 served, as the State director "of the National 
Department's senior eCOli'omicofficial, Jew ish "'·.Democratic 
advising Secretary of-State. MMeleine Council, said the absence 

'Albright on intermltional economic of a Jew in 'the cabinet 
policy. Jewish grollPS also appreciate· does not bode well for the 
his.lea~ership on human rights and ter- community's 'influence 
ronsm Issues. with the Bush White 

House. "Either their cir
cle of friends doesn't in
clude Jews or the Jews 
just didn't get picked," 
Forman said. "I think it is 
the former." 

MarshaIl Breger, who 
served as Presiden t 
Reagan's liaison to the 
Jewish community, said 
the Republican Party does 
not believe ethnic or other 
minority groups hold cn
titlements to a cabinet 
seat. 

"That is not the rheto
ric in the Republican 
world," Breger said. 
"You don't have interest 
groups demanding cabi
net offices I ike trophies." 
But the absence of Jews 
is made more striking by 

the evident pains Bush 
took to diversify his cabi
net. Among his selections 
were two African Ameri
cans, Gen. Colin Powell 
and Rod Paige; an Arab 
American, former Sen. 
Spencer Abraham (R
Mich.);. and several 
women. 

The only Jew to receive 
serious consideration was 
Paul Wolfowitz, consid
ered for defence secre
tary before Bush selected 
Donuld Rumsfeld. 
Wolfowitz had served as 
undersecretary of defence 
in the administration of 
the elder Bush and was 
foreign policy adviser for 
the Republ ican campaign 
last year. 

Jewish groups see no problem with 
Arab American cabinet choice 
By MATTHEW E. BERGER 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - The only Arab American 
in the Senate for the last six years, and a lawmaker with 
a mixed record on Israel issues, will join President
elect Bush's cabinet as secretary of energy. In Novem
ber, Spencer Abraham (R-Mich,) lost a tight race to 
Rep. Deborah Stabenow for a second term. The former 
senator was praised by several pro-Israel activists, who 
noted his strong support for immigration reform and 
nuclear non-proliferation, "We had a good working 
relationship with him," said Malcolm Hoenlein, ex
ecutive vice chairman of the Conference of Presidents 
of Major Ameri.can Jewish Organizations. "He had a 
c1oserelationshipwith the Jewish community in Michi
gan, and his voting record was good on Israel-related 
. " Issues. 

In accepting the cabinet post January 2, Abraham, 
48, cited his Lebanese heritage. He is an Eastern 
Orthodox Christian. "I just want to say that I think it is 
a testament to the special place that America is that the 
grandson of four Lebanese immigrants can have the 
opportunity to serve in the cabinet of the president of 
the United States," he said. ''I'm very proud to have 
been given this opportun ity." In the Senate, Abraham 
co-sponsored legislation to crack down on oil money 
headed toward Iran and Libya. He also opposed U.S. 
recognition of a unilateral Palestinian declaration of 
independence. 

Yet Abraham 'srecord at times has not always pleased 
Jewish groups. He was one of only two senators not to 
sign a letter to President Clinton this fall condemning 
Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat for the 
latest violence in the Middle East. Abraham's appoint
ment to the energy post surprised many, who consid
ered him better suited for the Department ofTranspor
tat ion because of his work on the Senate's transporta
tion committee and because of Michigan's economic 
base. In Michigan, the Arab community is three limes 
the size of the Jewish community. 

Still, Abraham maintained good relations with the 
Jewish community, according to Daniel Gadharf, ex
ecutive director of the Jewish Community Council of 
Metropolitan Detroit. The two men worked together on 
immigration reform, part of Abraham's job as chair of 
the Senate Judiciary Committee's immigration· sub
committee. "He took the lead in trying to work for more 
fair immigration policies and to raise the limits on the 
number of legal immigrants," Gadharf said. 

Abraham also made sure that he and his staff were 
available to the local Jewish community. "You would 
think that on Middle East issues, there would be prob
lems," Gadharf said. "But we were able to work with 
him on issues that were supportive of the peace proc
ess. " 
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At event, 'Reb Putin' offers 
Kremlin's take on Chanukah 
By 
GORODETSKY 

LEV 

MOSCOW (JTA) -
Never known as ascholar 
of Judaism, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
has offered his interpre
tation of the meaning of 
Chanukah. 

The hoi iday "means not 
a military but a spiritual 
victory, and without that 
it is impossible to build a 
strong society and a 
strong state," Putin said 
latc last month, visiting a 
Jewish center to light 
Chanukah candles in ~n
other public show of sup
port for Russia's Jewish 
community. 

VLADIMIR PUTIN, 
Russian president: He 
visited a synagogue to 
light Chanukah can
dIes. 

Putin 's appearance at the Maryna Roscha synagogue 
is seen as an attempt to boost relations with the Jewish 
community and allay growing fears of rencwcd Rus
sian anti-Semitism. Earlier this month, Jewish groups 
accused the Kremlin of doing nothing to end attacks on 
Jew ish targets. 

Putin added that he considers it "a historic mistake" 
that I million former Russians now living in Israel"had 
been pushed away" by the Soviet regime. He stressed 
that he considcrs these Israeli citizcns "our country
men." 

Meanwhile, former Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, on a two-day v isit to Russia, met with I'utin 
at a reception in the local Jewish community center run 
by Chabad-Lubavitch. The two politicians drank ko
sher wine and talked for an hour and a half. 

After the dinner they spent two more hours discuss
ing the possibility of an enhanced role for Russia in the 
Middle East, the role of the Russian community in 
Israel and the new U.S. administration of President
elect George W. Bush, Netanyahu told journal ists. 
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Mikvah attack in Moscow 
highlights splits in community 
By LEV 
GORODETSKY 

MOSCOW (JT A) - A 
Jewish leader may well 
have saved his I ife by 
doing the "dead man's 
Ooat" in a local mikvah. 
In a bizarre incident pos
sibly linked to rivalries 
within the local Jewish 
community, Avrohom 
Berkowitz had put on his 
winter coat and was about 
to leave Moscow's Cho
ral Synagogue December 
23 when he was ap
proached by three large 
men. The three, who he 
thought were wearing se
curity badges, said some
thing to Berkowitz in 
Russian, but he did not 
understand them. 

An American who 
serves as executivedirec
tor of the Fcderation or 
Jewish Communities of 
the former Soviet Union, 
Berkowitz, 26, got his job 
in MDscow carlier this 
year after sevcral years 
as a Lubavitch emissary 
in Brazil, and does not 
speak Russian. What fol
lowed, however, did not 
nced any verbal explana
tion. Two of the men 
dragged Berkow itz 
downstairs while the third 
watched the stairs. The 
two threw Berkowitz into 
the mikvah and held his 
head under the water. 
They left after Berkowitz 
went limp in the water, 
pretending he was dead. 

shock, Berkowitz is now 
in satisfactory condition. 

Sources in the Choral 
Synagogue say the attack
ers could be congrega
tion members angcred by 
what they allege are at
tempts by Lubavitch of
ficials to take over the 
synagogue. While the 
Lubavitch movement has 
always had a room of its 
own in the Choral Syna
gogue, its main strong
hold in Moscow is the 
Marina Roscha syna
gogue. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin recently 
paid two visits to the 
Marina Roscha Syna
gogue in what many saw 
as a gesture of support for 
the Lubavitch movement 
- and which might have 
angered sUllle members 
of thc Choral Syna
gogue's congregation. 

Sources at the Chor,d 
Synagogue havc recently 
reported clashes between 
some congregation mem
bers and members of the 
Lubavitch movemcnt, 
whom they viewed as in
truders. Berel Lazar, the 
chief Lubavitch rabbi of 
Russia, did not deny that 
there had been some inci
dents of the sort, but said 
he couldn 'I imagine they 
would lead to an attack 
on Berkowitz. "Weare in 
deep shock," he said. 

Pinchas Goldschmidt, 
the chief rabbi of Mos
cow, issued a statement 
December 25 condemn
ing the attack and saying 
he "will do everything 
possible to stop further 

t f th O t " ac SOlS sor . 

Austria pledges $150 million U.S., 
but restitution talks continue 
By SHARON SAMBER 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - Austria has agreed to pay 
an additional instaIlment of $150 million U.S, to com
pensate Jews whose property was looted by the Nazis, 
but stopped far short of a comprehensive and conclu
sive agreement covering all restitution issues. After a 
day of talks with Austrian officials in Washington, 
U.S. Deputy Treasury Secretary Stuart Eizenstat called 
the Austrian offer a "good-faith effort," but said more 
needs to be done in order for Austria to achieve "Icgal 
peace." 

The agreement hammered out December 21 called 
for the additional $150 million U.S., plus a claims
based component in an amount yet to be determined. 
Additional health and subsistence benefits for overseas 
survivors,' totaling $65 million U.S. over ten years, 
were added as weIl. Thc new money is in addition to 
nearly $150 million U.S. Austria promised in October 
for interim restitution payments. At that time, the 
government agreed to pay $7,000 U.S. to each of an 
estimated 21,000 Jews who lost apartments and other 
property. 

The United States has stepped up pressure on Austria 
to settle a broad range of Holocaust-era issucs. In May, 
months aftcr a similar settlement by Germany, Austria 
agreed to pay $395 million U.S. to roughly 150,000 
former slave and forced laborers. Austria has resisted 
paying for Jewish property looted through the Nazis' 
so-called Aryanization program, and has not been 
forthcoming about either the retum of seizcd lands that 
are now public or insurancc companies that nevcr paid 
the claims of Holocaust victims. 

Austrian Ambass,(dor Ernst Sucharipa said at a State 
Department briefing that there is a realization in Aus
tria that past restitution efforts were ··not sufficient and 
must be improved upon." The Claims Conference, an 
umbrella group that deals with restitution issues and 
has been spearheading efforts to get Austria to address 
the property restitution issue, offered stem words about 
the status of the negotiations. 

"We don't believe that the offer is adequate, and we 
believe the negotiations have to continue until we can 
achieve a settlement that will give survivors at least a 
measure of rough justice," said Gideon Taylor, the 
group's exccutivc vicc prcsident. 

Declaring that both sides are flexible and getting 
closer to an agreement, Eizenstat said further negotia
tions are planned January 10-11 in Vienna and January 
15-16 in Washington. What's most important, accord
ing to Taylor, is to resolve the issues as quickly as 
possible because of the advanced age of Holocaust 
survivors. 

Synagogue guards 
were only a few feet 
away, but they later said 
they had noticed nothing 
unusual although 
Berkowitz said he had 
screamed for hel p as he 
fought with his attackers. 

Joel Golovensky, head 
of the Moscow office of 
the American Jewish 
Joint Distribution Com
mittee, was among the 
first to meet Berkowitz 
when hecIimbed upstairs, 
shocked and wet. 
Golovensky said he, too, 
was deeply shocked, be
cause "only an hour be
fore that we sat together 
in the synagogue discuss
ing setting up a commit
tee to settle inter-Jewish 
controversies." He was 
referring to an ongoing 
rivalry between the 
Lu bav i tc h -dom ina ted 
Federation of Jewish 
Communities and the 
Russian Jewish Congress 
for control of the Jewish 
community. 

FOR THE VERY BEST OF HEALTHCARE 
IN YOUR HOME OR THE HOSPITAL 

Golovensky brought 
Berkowitz to the Ameri
can Medical Center and 
then home. Except for 
some respiration prob
lems and a mild case of 
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