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,Sports news 

Jewish Winnipeg teen showed flair for hockey as youngster 
Jacob Micflickier now playing for Minnesota school, competed in World Hockey Challenge 

Within seconds 
after I con

. tacted Reva 
Micflikier about her 
son, Jacob, I realized 
that I was conversing 
with a hockey morn, 
Reva takes more than a 
passing interest in her 

Western in the Under-
17, 2001 World 
Hockey Challenge, in 
Nova Scotia. 

~'j offspring who, from all 
reports, has managed to 
impress more than a 
few coaches and scou ts 
in Friendly Manitoba 
with his raw talent. 

To put the kid's skills 
in the proper perspec
tive, Jacob had to fig1Jt 
long odds to gain a po
sition on the aforemen
tionedsquad. Eleven 
players from Manitoba 
and 11 from Saskatch
ewan· were eventually 
chosen. 

In thisprovince,play
ers take part in regional 
camps, The top 160 
players then attend a 
spring tournament, and 
the top 40 attend a sum
mer camp. The 11 play
ers are then selected 
from the top 24 players 
to form one-half of 
Team Western. 

SPORTING TOUCH 

HARVEY ROSEN 

The 16 year old was 
unavailable since he 

~, . was back at Shattuck
St. Mary's Prep School, 
45 minutes south of 
Minniapolis, where he 
was flown directly, 
having just finished 
competing with Team· 

So Jacob, a Jewish 
skater, was among the 
chosen few. Father, Dr. 
Allan B. Micflikier a 
prominent gastroenter
ologist, and wife Reva 
travelled to the 
Maritimes to watch 
Jacob play from De- . 
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789 Portage Ave. 
772-2539 

662 Leila Ave. 
338-4659 

SertJing Winnipeg 
The Finest in 
Italian Food 
Since 1978 

Book Now 
For Your 

Get Togethers 
(Private Room for 25-100 people 
, available at Portage location) 

, 
of horse that you buy a 
win ticket on. His fu
ture, you see, appears 
to have a giant upside. 
POST PATTER: 

He broadcast sports for 
55 years. He was once 
the voice of the NBA 
New York Knicks,later 
the NFL Giants and 
Jets. He was inducted 
into the Basketball, 
Sportscasters and New 
York's Hall of Fame. 
Surprisingly, no funeral 
was planned, and Marty 
was cremated. 

JACOB MICFLIK;IER: A number of major 
junior and junior league clubs have expressed 
interest in him. -

• Marty Glickman, a 
track star who was 
pulled from the 1936 
Berlin Olympics be
cause he was Jewish 
and later enjoyed a long 
career as a sports broad
caster, died January 3 
at age 83. He starred in 
track and football at 
Syracuse. On the eve 
of the 400-meter relay, 
he and teammate Sam 
Stoller were pulled 
from the race. They 
were' told by American 
team officials that be
cause they were Jew
ish, a victory would em
barrass the host Nazis. 

The writer, a Jewish 
Winnipegger, is a 
former school teacher; 
and coversfootball and 
hockey for Canadian 
Press and Broadcast 
News. 

cember 29 to January 
4. 

Team Western ended 
up with a 2-1-1 record, 
managing to beat Rus
sia and Finland, while 
tying Quebec, and los
ing to the U.S. 

Jacob, the smallest 
player on the team at 5' 
6" and a solid 155 Ibs., 
was a special team's 
player, used on ~he 
powerplay and penalty 
killing units at times. 

The former St. John's 
Ravenscourt student 
(Grades 1 to 8) showed 
a flair for the game early 
on. "He was born into 
hockey from his own 
perspective," said his 
mother. "He was even 
voted the· hardest
working kid on his first 
team at Assiniboine· 
Park Tuxedo when he 
was five or six." 

Jacob later toiled for 
Assiniboine Park AAA 
Bantam, and then, still 
of bantam age, moved 
up to play AAA 
Midget. 

The Grade 11 stu
dent also improved his 
game in a rather unor
thodox way ... at least 
for boys. "He's a really 
good skater," noted 
Reva. "He took figure 
skating lessons at age 5 
112. It's great prep for 
hockey players. You 
start young. It's not 
macho." 

Despite his youth, 
Jacob has been a trav
elling man. In Novem
ber, Jacob 's Prep Team 
was invited to partici
pate in the Tretiak 
Friendship Cup in Rus
sia. Reva went along 
and saw her son play 
famPllsCIubteams such 

. as Dynamo and 
Tretiak's Red Army 
squad. 

"Like every young 
boy," noted his mother, 
"playing hockey is his 
dream. He's looking at 
college hockey or jun
ior at the Western 
Hockey League level. 

"Jacob," she contin
ued,"is on the Brandon 

. Wheat Kings protected 
list. They invited him 
to their rookie camp. 
They were impressed 
with his talent, speed, 
hands, vision, and work 
ethic!;, He was the lead
ing scorer in rookie 
camp, and then moved 
up to the veteran camp, 
where he finished sec
ond in scoring." 

As for his size, which 
is often a drawback in a 
rough-tough sport like 
hockey, Reva indicated 
that her son is well 
aware ofthat downside. 
"He's a smart player," 
she said. "He's fast and 
he knows what to do. 
He's evasive." 

Reva believes that 
Jacob will "probably 
play major junior or 
juniornext year." He is 
getting feelers from a 
variety of clubs. The 
Nipiwan Hawks of the 
Saskatchewan J r. 
Hockey League are in
terested, as well as the 
Winnipeg South Blues 
of the Manitoba Junior 
Hockey League. A 
number of British Co
lumbia teams are also 
making contact. Not to 
mention the fact that 
college scouts are fol
lowing him, already. 

Keep in touch with 
Sporting Touch. Send 
news about Jewish 
sports to Harvey Rosen, 
360 Scotia Street, Win
nipeg, Man., R2V IW7. 

Gateway MixedBowling League 
By SADIE WOLFSON, secretary 

Weekly high scores - week of January 7 
HIGH TRIPLE 

MEN: Ken Sylvester- 540 (218); Harvey Appelle 
- 521 (210, 183); Saul London - 516 (180, 188); 
Sheppy Coodin - 481 (176,181). 
WOMEN: Rose Sylvester - 547 (222,165,160); 
Sadie Wolfson - 467 (177, 167); Sheila 
Schwartzman - 454 (216). 

HIGH SINGLE 
MEN: Chuck Rubin - 208; Herb Singer - 184; Al 
Ruhr - 172. 
WOMEN: Honey Kowall - 183; Naida Rubin -
163. 

Jewish Women International 
IO-Pin Bowling League 

By LIBBY GREENFIELD 
Weekly high scores - week of January 3 

HIGH TRIPLE: Chama Gilman - 579 (201,176, 
202); Carole Jeffries - 544 (162, 223); Maxine 
Benditt -498 (203); Simma Kraitberg - 489 (162, 
171). 

HIGH SINGLE: Evelyn Goldstein- 204; Kay 
Sera - 179; Simma Etkin - 170; Joyce Rosenhek -
167; Belva Shaff - 164; Eleanor Dashevsky - 163, . 
162; Annette Axelrod - 163. 

Recreation Men 's Bowlbig League 
By SAUL LONDON, secretary 

Weekly high scores - January 10 
HIGH TRIPLE: Saul Greenberg 614 (229, 206); 
Terry Robinson 607 (217, 207); Hersh Doctoroff 
601 (223, 190); Avery Spigelman 545 (214); Ken 
Sasley 544; Gary Granzberg 544 (200); Lou 
Fin'gerote 543; Saul London 540 (207); Harvey 

-Appelle 538 (219); Jack Buchalter 534 (196); 
Sheldon Globerman 522 (201); Joe Elfenbaum 
519 (192); Lome Raber 507 (212); Rube Helman 
503. 

Not 17 until mid-July, . HIGH SINGLE: Moe Pollock 202; Gary Verin 
thisyoungponywould. i.J94; Ray Forest 192; Jack Lichtman 183; Ron ..... . 
appear to be the var,ietY . Goldberg 180. . 
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Canadian Jewish news 

Drugforum afirst step 
Planners blame stigma for low turnout 
at seminar . 
By PAT JOHNSON 

VANCOUVER - Organizers of a recent com
munity forum on addictions in the Jewish commu
nity were disappointed at the relatively low turn
out for the event and stressed that there is still a 
stigma attached to alcohol and drug dependency, 

Nevertheless, the Jewish Family Service Agency 
will forge ahead with plans to lead a major effort 
at attacking the problem, Joseph Kahn-Tietz, ex
ecutive director of the agency, said too many 
people deny the existence of addiction problems in 
the Jewish community, to the detriment of those 
individuals and families suffering from them. 

Guest experts at the session, which took place at 
the Jewish Community Centre of Greater Vancou
ver November 28, spoke to about 25 people, and a 
local professional movingly related his story of 
many years of battling an addiction. 

Rabbi Itzchak Wineberg said part of the problem 
in Vancouver is that so many people have come 
from somewhere else, and there is a feeling of 
rootlessness and a loss of tradition among many 
Jews here. In addition, Vancouver is a place of easy, 
accessible and relatively cheap drugs. Wineberg 
railed at the prevalent state of denial. "People don't 
believe this is a living, breathing monster in our 
community," he said. "It's a serious problem." 

Although the forum looked at the larger issue of 
drug and a\Col~ol abuse, it was particularly focused on 
young people. A lively discussion centred on the best 
approach to take with one's own children, whether to 
be honest about one's own experiments with drugs, 
and the importance of maintaining an open relation
ship with children throughout their often troubled 
adolescence. However, the tone of the debate led one 
participant to suggest that there was a great deal of 
jUdgmentalism in the room, and that some of the 
implicit messages being conveyed were that bad 
parenting is to blame for much of the problem. 

Selina Robinson, a JFSA counsellor and one of 
the prime organizers of the forum, cited studies 
that indicate that children who have many "assets" 
- that is, allegiances such as sports teams, clubs, 
community involvement or a religious affiliation 
- are less likely to fall into drug use. Robinson 
discouraged a zero-tolerance approach to alcohol 
and drug use. 

"As soon as you take a zero-tolerance position, 
you shutdown that dialogue," she said. An impor
tant matter to consider, she added, is that adults 
"model" appropriate or inappropriate substance 
use in the home, whether through the use of 
cigarettes, alcohol or other drugs, There is a valu
able lesson to be learned from the use of alcohol 
for kiddush or other celebrations, Robinson said. 
However, a medical professional in the audience 
suggested the consumption of alcohol be delayed 
as long as possible among young people because, 
according to a study he cited, individuals who 
have a genetic predisposition to substance de
pendency stand a greater chance of controIIing the 
disease if they begin drinking at a later age. 

Participants suggested several steps the commu
nity and its agencies could take to target the 
problem, including greater public awareness, more 
education in the Jewish day schools beginning at 
a very young age, and additional support services 
aimed directly atJewish clients. Organizers stressed 
that the forum was a beginning and not an end. 

"I feel it was a first step," said Kahn-Tietz. 
"There was clearly a consensus that we need to do 
more in this community." Among the first under

. takings, he said, will be the formation of a 12-step 
program for people with addiction issues. 

Reprinted with permission, The Jewish Western 
Bulletin . 

Inability to read Hebrew a barrier for many 
By RABBI ARI HIER up to their name. Yes, being a fully expressed Jew 

actually does have something to do with the He
brew language. Generally speaking, Jewish North 
Americans (regardless of denomination and lor 
affiliation) due to a language barrier are incapable 
of fully connecting with the bread and butter of 
their faith biblical and rabbinic text. 

There is a viable solution. We need to adopt a 
more proactive attitude by demanding more op
portunities for Hebrew language empowemlent. 

Can you imagine the possibility of having re
stricted access to your own religion and culture 
without even realizing it? Such a phenomenon 
actually exists and it's doing its disturbing work 
right here in our own Jewish community, I am 
referring to the inability to read and interpret the 
Hebrew language the original mode of communi
cation of the Torah, rabbis, biblical scholars and 
personas, and thousands of years of Judaism, I call 
this disability Hebrew/Jewish illiteracy, 

Most Jewish North Americans do not possess 
the bilingual skills necessary in which to truly live 

Rabbi Ari Hier is the Director of the Jewish 
Studies Institute o/the Simon Wiesenthal Center. .' 

Reprinted with permission, EdmontonJ ewish Life. 
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