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Helene's Bridal Salon: Wedding stories with happy endings 
By BERNIE BELLAN 

@ ver the more than 40 years 
that Helene's Bridal Salon, 
located at 422 Portage Av

enue, has been providing its serv
ices to hundreds of Winnipeg 
brides, owners Sheila and Bernie 
Rubenstein have developed stellar 
reputations for attention to detail. 

Naturally, for most brides, the 
experience of shopping for a wed
ding dress will be something novel 
and, although many a prospective 
bride will have a clear idea of what 
she may be looking for, translating 
that idea into reality is much easier 
in theory than in practice.· 

"I'm the hardest person in the 
world to find clothes for," says 
recent bride Lisa Wilder. "I don't 
like the whole experience of get
ting ready for a wedding." 

As a result, Lisa went on to say, 
once she set foot inside Helene'S, 
Sheila Rubenstein made the whole 
process of selecting a dress, find
ing the right shoes and veil, and 
having everything ready for her 
wedding day "the easiest experi
ence in the world." 

"My own tastes in clothing are 
quite simple," explains Lisa. "When 
I told Sheila Rubenstein over the 
phone what I was looking for, I said 
that I wanted something very, very 
plain. I knew it wouldn't be easy to 
find something that would suit me 
because most wedding dresses are. 
quite frilly, but Sheila got the sense 
of what I wanted right away: sim
ple but very elegant." 

"Sheila said to me: "You'll come 
in, spend half an hour with me and 
1'lifindyourweddingdress.1 didn't 
really think it was possible ... Sheila 
had four dresses picked out," says 
Lisa. "I didn't hesitate at all when I 
saw one of them. That was the 
dress I had wanted all along. Sheila 
just read my mind to a't." '. 

Not only did Helene's make the 
entir~ process of choosing the dress 
a much easier experience than she 
had anticipated, Lisa also says that 
Sheila Rubenstein attended to other 
details in the most professional 
manner possible. "With Sheila you 

know that you're dealing with 
somebody who can getthings done 
in time," she says. Whether it's 
making sure any alterations are 
done perfectly and on time, or 
even bringing the dress directly to 
the wedding venue herself, Sheila 
was there "to make sure every
thing went just perfectly." 

For mother-of-the-bride Sandra 
Secter (whose daughter Beth was 
married this past year), it was Sheila 
Rubenstein's thorough profession
alism that impressed her the most. 
"1 chose to deal with her because 
she's a very good professional and 
she made life very easy for me. She 
knows her stuff, she knows wom
en's figures, and she knows 
shapes." 

In Sandra's case, she asked Sheila 
to help her choose dressesforeight 
bridesmaids. "I wanted the same 
dress for all eight bridesmaids," 

. says Sandra. "She found the dress 
in exactly the right "au courant" 
colour (kiwi), and style (strapless, A 
line). and when it came time to 
have the girls fitted, she dealt with 
any challenges in a v~ry profes
sional way." 

"Sheila certainly knows her busi
ness," says Sandra. "She doesn't 
panic at the last moment when 
there are last-minute details to at
tend to. Sheila does the worrying 
for you." 

For Brenlee Schacter, going to 
Helene's was an easy decision to 
make. "My sister had gone there a 
year before for her wedding dress," 
explains Brenlee. "She had such a 
pleasant experience shopping there 
that I didn't have to hesitate at all 
when it came time to choosing a 
bridal salon." 

"The service was great - they're 
really such nice, wonderful people 
to work with," she adds. 

With such thorough attentive
ness to even the most minute de
tails, Helene's has risen to 
preeminence in its field in this city. 
After reading the glowing testimo
nials from clients overtheyears, it's 

. not hard to see why. 

Bridesmaids at Beth Secter's wedding: "I wanted the same dress 
for all eight bridesmaids," says Sandra Secter. "She found the 
dress in exactly the right "au courant" colour (kiwi), and style 
(strapless, Aline). and when It came time to have the girls fitted, 
she dealt with any challenges in a very professional way," 

Brenlee Schacter: "The service was great ... They're really such nice, 
wonderful people to work with." 

Lisa Wilder: "I had been to bridal salons In New York 
and Toronto," but "I can honestly say that Helene's 
was the best .. .1 would say to anybody I know: "Don't 
go anywhere else."" 
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at the Wonderful Wedding Show .. ;" 
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Lisa Wilder and Ken Malster married Octo
ber 20, 2000. Flowers: Forget-Me-Not Flo
rists. Chupah: Forget-Me-Not Florists. Mu
sic: David Lawton Rick Boughton & Larry 
Roy.. Procession Music: The Ron Paley Big 
Band. Gown: Helene's Bridal Salon. Veil: 
Helene's Bridal Salon. Hair: Tonic Spa & 
Hair. Make Up: Tonic Spa 61 Hair. Invita
tions: Sendsational Cards. Bridal Registry: 
The China Cabinet, Five Small Rooms, 
Shelley Tadman Gallery. Vldeographer: 
Mlck RossI. Photographer: Manuel F. Sousa. 

~ The 
QON PALEY 

Bi8 Band 
We''le p'loud to have been pa'lt of 

yOU'l celeb'lations ove'l the last 25 yea'lS 
and 'lemembe'l. . . 

"There's nothing like a BIG BAND" 
Call RON at 256--4226 

II SENDSATIONAL CARDS" I 

Prices and Service 
~ hreeyearsago, asa result oftheir own 
01 wedding planning experiences, en
.J thusiastic entrepreneurs Marni Miller 

and Carrie Fingold started their own invita
tion and accessory business. Since then, busi
ness has been SENDSATIONAU 

a New York trade show with an abundance of 
new and innovative product lines. lilt's not 
important to offer a wide sel~ction of .invita
tions, but as well a range of pnces to SUit each 
client's budget," says Fingold. 

"Sendsational Cards is more than just a 
distributor of invitations and accessories. We 
are consultants to our clients. We assist in the 
preparation of wedding lists, invitation copy 
and layout, as well as coordinate and person
alize invitation addressing," explains Miller. 

and Marnl Miller 

"Planning for a wed
ding is a very special 
time for all, but it can 
also be an extremely 
stressful time. 
Sendsational Cards 
aims to remove un
wanted stress, making 
the entire planning 
process painless and 
en/'oyable," says 
Mi ler. Through their 
in-home consultation 
and delivery service, 
clients can view a wide 
assortment of wed
ding and party invita
tions in the comfort of 
their own homes. 

Sendsational Cards 
prides itself on keep
ing up-to-date on the 
latest trends in the in
vitation business. 
Miller and Fingold re
cently returned from 

Sendsational Cards also offers a complete 
line of wedding accessories, including place 
cards, personalized candies and napkins. Most 
recently, an exclusive line of chair covers was 
added to the product mix. "We are very 
excited to offer this new service. Many of our 
clients have asked for chair covers and now 
we are able to service this clientele," says 
Fingold. . 

Visit Marni and Carrie at the Sendsatlonal 
Cards booth at this year's Wonderful Wed
ding Show and make your wedding a 
Sendsational event! 
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edding? 

sendsational cards 
Invitations and accessories 
for all occasions 

-----J 
we offer discounts on all orders 
call for an appointment 

carrie fingoJd 885-0850 
marni miller 885-0566 

485 Berry Street 953-2345 

Mon. - Fri. 9 am - 6 pm Sat. 10 am - 4 pm 

International cookware, glassware, cooking utensils, 
small appliances, decorative tabletop items 

BRIDAL REGISTRY & GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 

d.a.Nie/s Inquire about AFTER HOURS KITCHEN SHOWERS 

~'. Kitchenware Supplies 
Restaurant Supplies 200/0 off all regular priced items ! 


