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sudden job ,an. . 
gdesire to hurry once the big decision . 

of the reasons why you may need to plan a wE!ddlimJoILJii:'kl\,:' 
. everyone has the lUxury of enough time, butthe resultscah te,· •. ; fir I 
anyway if you follow a few time-saving tips: ... . . ..•...... 
... Make arrang7ments for the clergyman or officiant immediately: ..... 
• Look for a site where you can hold both the ceremony and the 

reception. . 
• Select a less popular day and time for easy booking; 

Sylvia Harder and Daniel Huberdeau mar
ried May 27, 2000. Gown: Helene's Bridal 
Salon. Veil: Helene's Bridal Salon. Photog
rapher: Karin Falk Photography. 

Classic old mansion on the river perfect setting 
for intimate wedding 
By MVRON LOVE 

g f you are 
planning a 
smallish 

wedding and look
ing for a different 
kind of venue, a 
place with an old 
world elegance 
and charm, then 
you may want to consider the Uni
versity Women's Club of Winnipeg 
house at 54 Westgate. 

Westgate is one of three streets in 
a heavily treed enclave just across 
the river from the Shaarey Zedek 
Synagogue. No. 54, with its sweep
ing driveway and red brick exterior, 
stands grandly in roughly the mid
dle of the block. 

The heritage house was built in 
1914 by prominent Winnipegger 
and United Church Minister Charles 
Gordon. Gordon was also a success
ful novelist better known as Ralph 
Connor, his nom de plume. He was 
able to build the house for his family 
of six daughters and one son thanks 
to the revenues from his writings. He 
employed a lot of servants and did a 
lot of entertaining. After his death in 
1937, his widow couldn't afford to 
maintain the place and had to sell. 

In 1945, the house was acquired 
by the University Women's Club of 
Winnipeg which has maintained it 
and still uses it for a variety of func
tions. 

"The club has put a lot of money 
into restoring the house and keep
ing itinmintcondition," says Sharon 
Segal, the recently appointed man
ager of 54 Wes~gate. On a tau r of the 
house, she points out the rich oak 
woodwork throughout, the period 
furnishings, the original Tiffany lamps 

and Gordon's 
well maintained 
study with all of 
his books on dis
play. 

"In recent 
years, the club 
has been open to 
the publicfor pri
vate functions," 

she says. "We can fit up to 100 
people in the house for cocktail par
ties, meetings and smaller weddings. 
We have quite a number of second 
marriages taking place here. We use 
real silverware and the finest china. 
Chef Sue Eastwood and the staff are 
wonderful and the menu is always 
changing." 

The house boasts a sizeable dining 
room and drawing room on the 
main floor, two meeting room up
stairs in what used to be the master 
bedroom and nursery and a lower 
lounge with a new wood floor which 
can be used eitherfor meetings - it is 
fully equipped with audio-visual tech
nology - or for dancing. 

The regularstaff is small but can be 
supplemented with extra help as 
needed. Segal also praises the dedi
cation and hard work of the mem
bers of the University Women's Club 
which now numbers morethan 300. 
"There are a lot of younger women 
who have joined the club, including 
recent graduates," she says. "We 
have a number of Jewish members, 
too." 

She notes that a lot of the book
ings for private functions come from 
people who see the house for the 
first time while attending someone 
else's function. 

For further information, phone: 
954-7880. 
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Sheryl Morry and Shawn Nichols married June 25, 2000. Flowers: 
Beyond Flowers:. Procession Music: Richard Turner. Hair: Vaulthalr. 
Invitations: The Paper Gallery. Bridal Registry: Sharon's Linens, 
China &' Gifts. Vldeographer: Mlck RossI. Photographer: Ed 
Prokopchuk. 

Dancing and music 
(SOP) While it is not a pianist, a guitarist, a 

essential to have music quarter, a group or a 
at the reception, it will disc jockey to provide 
provide a pleasant the music. 
background and is the If there is to be danc-
easiest' Waytbc'en'ter~' ·ing, 'seleCt musiC that 

, tain.lt will also provide will appeal to a wide 
the ideal opportunity range of ages and mu-
for all to join in the sical tastes. 
celebration throug h Musicshould be play-
dancing. At the recep- ing when the first 
tion you might choose guests arrive at the re-

Eyebrows should enhance. 
Do yours? 

$5.00 off Eyebrow Design 
with this ad 

SKIN CARE STUDIO 

702 Dorchester Ave, (at Wellington Cres.) 

475-4362 

"putting a good complexion on Winnipeg/aces since 1985" 

:!\1arrfage Commissioner 
of :!\1an[toba 

for 
Civil Marriage Ceremonies 

and Renewing Vows 

• Personalized for your needs 
• Design your own vows, programs or 

I can help you with suggestions. 
• Your choice of location. 

call any time: days. evenings or weekends! 

Bessie-Marie Hill 
204-477 -4580 

ception. Background 
music is played until 
the receiving line is dis
banded, and dinner 
music or light jazz is 
often played auring the 
meal. Dancing music 
may be played before 
the meal and continue 
between courses or 
begin after the meal. 

When hiring musi
cians, find out how 
many breaks they will 
take and for how long. 
If you want music 
throughout the recep
tion, hire a second 
musician, or arrange for 
tapes to be played on a 
sound system. 

It is important that 
the bride and groom 
begin the dancing. The 
bride's parents then 
join them on the floor. 

HAIR & BEAUTY 
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100 - 52 ALBERT ST. 

WINNIPEG, MB R3B 1 E8 

PHON E 204.957.1100 

668-6983 
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STUDIO OF CONTEMPORARY PORTRAITS 

805 HENDERSON HWY. PH: 661-2526 

.. ~ over 22 years of award winning photography and 
. involvement in the professional photography field, Kish Modha 

.. has proven himself as one of Sooter's best photographers. 
. Consistently capturing awards in Children's, Pet, Family ana 

Wedding portraiture since 1978, Kish Modha's unique talent 
enables him to capture the best portrait regardless of the 
situation. On your wedding day trust Kish Modha to capture 
your special moments and preserve them as special memories 

805 HENDERSON HWY. 
PH: 661-2526 FAX: 661-2961 
A Sooter Franchisee 
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