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National Council of Jewish Women 
CLOTHES TO YOU program 

In keeping with itS. long history 
of dedicated serviee to the com
munity at large,National 

Council of Jewish Women -
Winnipeg Section 'recently 
launched a brandnew'community 
service initiative, This new pro
ject, CLOTHES TO YQlJ, aims 
to provide seasonal clothing, 
books and toys donated' by the 
public to inner-city school chil
dren. 

Last spring, Council past-presi
dent Shelley Pfeffer contacted 
eight inner-city schools with the 
CLOTHES TO YOU idea. Each 
one of the schools immediately 
responded, to Shelley's overture, 
indicating a pressing need for 
seasonal clothing for their stu
dents. The CLOTHES TO YOU 
sub-committee then decided to 
add childrens' books and toys to 
the list of items to be distributed. 

"I got the idea for CLOTHES 
TO YOU from two other Council 
sections that were undertaking 
similar projects in other parts of 
the country," Shelley explains. "I 
felt that National Council in 
Winnipeg should pursue a project 
like this because it falls into our 
guidelines of service to the com
munity and social action. At 
Council," she emphasizes, "we 

feel it is important to service the 
general community as well as the 
Jewish community." 

Shelley is optimistic that the 
public will quickly respond to 
Council's appeal for donations, 
so that items can be sorted, pack
aged and delivered to the recipi
ent schools by early spring. 
Ultimately, she says, Council 
would like to. run a CLOTHES 
TO YOU donation drive two to 
three times a year. 

While CLOTHES TO YOU 
will rely on volunteers from 
Council and other Jewish organi
zations to sort, divide and pack
age the donated items, the suc
cess of the program will ultimate
ly depend on the generosity of the 
public at large. Community mem
bers are therefore urged to peruse 
their dressers, closets and base
ments and gather up all the chil
drens' clothing, toys and books 
they no longer use. They can then 
drop them off at the Gwen Secler 
Creative Living Centre or at 
Council's Just A Second store, or 
phone the store at the number list
ed in the ad below to arrange for 
pickup. 

National Council of Jewish Women 
Winnipeg Section 

introduces 
LOTHES TO YOU 

a community service project that need~ your help! 

to distribute to inner-city s,chools. 

To arrange for pick-up of donations phone 414- t 245 or 

drop off items at the Just A Second store 125 Osborne St. 

or the Gwen Seder Creative Living Centre t 588 Main St. 

Donated items unsuitable for the Clothes To You Program 
will be sold at the Just A Second store. , 

Proceeds from the store support the Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre. 
Clothes To You is funded in part by the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. 

, 

Commul1ity news 

Winnipeg vaad to maintain WK 
hechsber, put MBK on back burner 

Key WK licensees refusing to switch to new system 
By MYRON LOVE 

After a tumultuous 
six months of changes, 
Winnipeg's Vaad Ha'ir, 
the volunteer body that 
oversees kashrut in 
Winnipeg, is essential
ly back at square one. 

For those who 

dings, bar mitzvahs and 
other food-related 
activities. 

haven't been following 
the story, last August, 
Va ad President Don 
Aronovitch announced 
at a special meeting, of 
the board that, in con

MBK also quickly 
faced financial pres
sures, according to 
information this writer 
has obtained. The old 
vaad, functionin& with 
a halftime executive 
director and one full
time employee, had 
been able to subsist 

. despite a declining rev
enue base in recent 

OVITCH, vaad 
president: More 
public education is 
needed. years. The new vaad 

hired a new fulltime executive 
director, with hopes of having WK 
licensees switch over quickly to 
MBK at higher fees and being able 
to sign up enough new licensees to 
add to its revenues. 

sultation with Orthodox elements 
in the community and the East, 
WK, the longtime symbol of 
kashrut in Winnipeg, was being 
replaced by a new hechsher (sys
tem of regulating kashrut), MBK. 

For the past 15 years, WK has 
been shunned by some Orthodox 
members of the community and 
some abroad because its standards 
were not thought to be high 
enough. Part of the difficulty is that 
there was only one rabbi in the city 
willing to serve with the vaad. 
Traditionally, three Orthodox rab
bis served as part of the vaad harab
banim. Although Rabbi Peretz 
Weizman is unquestionably very 
knowledgeable, he is away far part 
of the year, and the synagogue that 
he is associated with allows mixed 
seating. 

In a paid-for publie letter in last 
week's Jewish Post and News, Don 
Aronovitch (who assumed the pres
idency of the vaad about a year 
ago) said that the goals of the 
changes were "to encourage and 
enhance the observance of kashrut 
in Winnipeg; to act as an Agent of 
Change and, in partnership with the 
synagogues, schools and other 
community organizations, to initi
ate a renaissance of Jewish aware
ness and observance; to improve 
the vaad's financial viability; to 
ensure that existing WK licensees 
were able to continue to provide 
their services and products to the 
community; to improve the avail
ability 'of kosher services and to 
raise the standards of kashrut 
supervision." . 

The new hechsher was to be 
supervised by_ a trio of Orthodox 
rabbis, Rabbi Yaacov Benamou of 
Herzlia Synagogue, Rabbi Moshe 
Stem, who teaches at the 
University and Rabbi Avrohom 
Altein of Chabad Lubavitch. 

The creation of MBK encoun
tered opposition and concern right 
from the beginning. The 
Conservative synagogues and some 
members of the board of the vaad 
were upset because they were not 
consulted about the changes or 
even informed that discussions 
were taking place. The 
Conservative synagogues were 
cpntent with WK and the status quo 
and concerned that the ehange to 
MBK would have adverse effects 
on their ability to provide for wed-

"In hindsight, we should have 
concentrated first on education, 
fundraising, consultation and lis
tening," noted Aronovitch in his 
"letter" last week. (Aronovtich has 
repeatedly declined interviews with 
Jewish. Post & News reporters 
about the new hechsher.) 

The Ft. Garry Hotel and some 
other companies did agree to 
become MBK licensees. But key 
WK licensees were not willing to 
switch over to MBK. That left 
MBK in a financial hole. In 
September and again in December, 
the vaad had to appeal to the Jewish 
Federation of Winnipeg/Combined 
Jewish Appeal for more than 
$20,000 in loans to pay the bills. 

The initial plan was for WK to be 
phased out over a few months while 
licensees moved under the MBK 
banner. As a result of the difficulties 
that MBK has encountered, the plans 
have been changed dramatically. 
WK will now continue to operate as 
it was under the direction of Rabbi 
Peretz Weizman. MBK will also be 
maintained on a smaller scale as a 
separate operation headed by Yossi 
Cohen, president of Herzlia. In the 
meantime, the vaad will try to raise 
the money to establish a Kashrut 
Preservation Trust Fund over the 
next few years. The interest from the 
fund wou.ld be ~sed to cover operat
mg defiCIts whIle the vaad tries to 
increase its licensee base. The 
money would also be available to 
WK licensees who want to upgrade 
their plants and convert to MBK. 

Howard Morry, president of the 
federation, supports the idea of the 
vaad becoming one of its beneficia
ries. "The community has a vested 
interest in having a strong vaad " 
h "\11 ' e says. vve would like to see a 
kashrut certification that is accept
able to .as large a numb7r of people 
as pOSSible. We hope thIS setback is 
temporary. " 

He notes that the vaad application 
for beneficiary status is on the fed
eration agenda. "There is a process 
through which you have to go 
through though," he says. 

. Next Monday, January 29, the vaad is 
hosting a public forum on the state of . 

kashrut in Winnipeg at Shaarey Zedek 
Synagogue at 7:30 p.m. 

Commu,nity news, 

Shanghai 
Connection 

(Cont. from page 1.) 

But Ho, consul-
general in Vienna for 
Chiang Kai Shek's 
Chinese nationalist 
government. knew 
Shanghai was an 
"open port", not 
requiring entry 
papers. He disobeyed 
official orders and 
from 1938 to 1940, he 
granted visas to thou
sands of Jews franti
cally trying to leave 
Europe, with help 
from other staff. 
Sugihara, . Japanese 
consul in Kovno, 
Lithuania, did like
wise for Jews apply
ing to him for help 
there. 

Schaffer's German-

• 

DR. JOSEPH N. DU, 
honorary co-chair of the 
exhibition: He took the 
lead, in bringing it to 
Winnipeg after seeing a 
smaller version in 
Vancouver. 

born father, Abraham, 
was confined in 
Sachsenhausen 
Concentration" Camp 
in Germany in 1939, 

Notic~ to organizations, publicists 
The Jewish Post & News now is charging for 

pUblicity about upcoming events running in 
thisnewspape~ , 

• Stories, community calendar and other 
announcements publicizing upcoming events 
are charged for at a rale of $7.00 plus GST for 
every 20 words. Announcements can also be 
published in smaller, eight-point news type, at a 
rate of $7.00 plus GST for every 30 words. 

• Such items paid for in advance arc published 
at a reduced rate of only $8 every 20 words 
plus GST, or $8 every 30 words plus GST in 
eight-point type. Headings of up to four words 
run for free. 

.• Anyone running a display ad at least "busi
ness card size" (2 columns wide by 2 inches 
deep) at regular price publicizing a Jewish orga
nizational upcoming event will be entitled to up 
to the equivalent amount of editorial space, 
whiCh can includ~ photos, free, every time the 
ad runs. No "logos", phone numbers or prices 
are permitted in these free ad features, and con
tents are subject to editing for length, and to con
form with Jewish Post & News editorial style. 

• Announcements of synagogue service times 
run for free, but are subject to editing for length. 

• All publicity about upcoming events submit
ted for publication must include the names and 
addresses of the individuals authorizing pub
lication, for billing purposes. 

• All news releases and announcements pub
lished in The Jewish Post & News are subject to 
editing, and all references to ticket prices, 
admission charges and phone numbers will be 
deleted, unless the items are authorized to run at 
the full display advertising rate. 

• All news and advertising should be in our 
office by noon, Friday for the following week's 
paper. 

o We can't be responsible for the delivery time 
of the paper. You may wish to run your publici
ty or ad at least two weeks in advance of the 
event. 

Note to readers 
When pictures with photo captions, stories 

and other announcements appear in boxes 
that indicates the material inside the box is 
fully or partly paid for. Stories with headlines in 
a typestyle other than the one used for standard 
news stories (samples of standard news head
lines appear with all stories ~n page 1) are 
also partly or fully paid for. 
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MIRIAM ZUCKER beside one of the pho
tographs in the exhibition: Her late hus
band, Meyer (below, at right) spent seven 
years in Shanghai. 

FENG SHAN HO, 
Chinese consul gen
eral in Vienna, 
Austria at the out
break of the Second 
World War: He and 
others at the con
sulate issued thou
sands of visas to 
Jews, starting in 
1938. Photo supplied by 
Jewish /Jeritage Centre of 
Western Canada. 

when he and his wife, 
Lottie, acquired exit 
visas from Ho. 

The Schaffers got out 
of Germany and board
ed a ship in Venice, 
Italy, just in time, 
Schaffer recalled. 'Tho 
days after they reached 
Shanghai, Italy had 
entered the war." 

Marim Zipursky, 
executive director of 
the Jewish Heritage 
Centre, described the 
10-week-long exhibi
tion, which includes a 
lecture scries, a panel 
discussion and docu
mentary screening, 
as a first-ever collabo
ration of Winnipeg's 
Chinese, Japanese and 
Jewish communities. 

Dr. Joseph N. Du, a 
Wihnipeg pediatrician 
of Chinese heritage, 
saw a similar exhibi
tion in Vancouver, in 
November, 1999, and 
suggested to Zipursky 
that it be brought here. 

"I thought people 
here would definitely 
be interested because 

CHIUNE SUGI-
HARA, Japanese 
consul in Kovno 
(Kaunas), Lithuania 
in. the late 1930s, 
early 1940s: He 
issued visas to thou
sands of Jews over a 
four-week period in 
1940. Photo ,supplied by 
Jewish fleritage Centre of 
WeSlern Canada. 

of the movie, 
Schindler's List," Du 
explained to The 
Jewish Post & News. 
This exhibition 
describes "an angle 
from Asia" - how 
Japanese and Chinese 
officials saved thou
sands of Jews from the 
gas chambers by bring
ing them to Shanghai. 

Du contacted former 
Winnipeg mayor Bill 
Norrie, and Pearl 
McGonigal. a former 
Manitoba lieutenant
governor, and they 
supported the idea of 
bringing the exhibi
tion here. 

Zipursky also 
showed strong inter
est, as did 10 funders, 
ranging from the 
Jewish Foundation of 
Manitoba to the 
Canadian Race 
Relations Foundation 
and the City of 
Winnipeg. 

It's billed as a joint 
production of the 
Jewish Heritage 
Centre of Western 
Canadal1ewish 
Federation of 

MEYEH. ZUCKEH. 
in Shanghai in the 
1940s. 

Winnipeg, the 
Manitoba Japanese 
Canadian Citizens 
Association, and the 
Winnipeg Chinese 
Cultural and 
Community Centre. 

"It's a splendid, 
magnificent exhibit, 
and there's no 
charge," said 
McGonigal, co-chair 
of the project with 
Norrie. Hundreds of 
schoolchildren are 
already slated to tour 
the exhibition, and 
more are expected. 
She urged "all people 
in Manitoba" to come 
and sec it. 

Norrie said he was 
"cmbarrassed to admit 
this, but I'd never 
heard the story" 
before about how Ho 
and Sugihara issued 
visas that saved thou
sands of Jews. 

"Winnipcggers wi II 
learn the story of these 
two consuls" through 
the exhibition, he 
added. "We all have to 
make choiccs, 
Hopefully, we'll make 
choices the way the 
consuls did." 

Harold Buchwald, 
honorary co-chair of 
the exhibition' with Du 
and Yoshimaru Abc, 
said he's been "over
whelmed" by the sto
ries of the two consuls. 

"They worked inde
pendently of each 
other, and contrary to 
the wishcs of their 
governments. They 
had the guts to put 
human lives first." 

He was also sur-

prised to learn how 
the Japanese govern
ment, which was 
allied with the 
German government, 
would allow a Jewish 
community to "exist 
and flourish in 
Shanghai", at a time 
when Japan had over
run much of China. 

Like others at the 
news confercncc, 
Buchwald noteci the 
multi-ethnic collabo
ration on the exhibi
tion. 

.. [ I1nd itl1loving that 
in the year 200 I, we in 
Winnipeg and Canada 
can be so inclusive, 
that the three (.Jewish, 
Chinese and Japanese) 
communities can get 
together to promote 
this project, and we 
have leadership of 
some of the hIghest 
officials of the com
munity." 

Besides the 
SchafTers, members of 
three other Jewish 
families now living in 
Winnipeg rled to 
Shanghai during the 
ww' - Gellel1, Kuropatwa 
and Zucker. 

Miriam Zucker, 
whose laIC husband. 
Meyer, was one of the 
[8,000 Jews that 
fou nd shelter 111 
Shanghai, was also 
decply moved by the 
exhibition, which 
includes some docu
ments from his trip to 
Shanghai, and seven 
years there. 

Meyer Zucker had 
rled to Kovno, 
Lithuania from his 
Polish hometown after 
the Nazis invaded 
Poland in September, 
1939. 

He learned by word 
of mouth that 
Sugihara was issuing 
visas to Jews seeking 
refuge. and got his 
name on a list for the 
vIsas. 

Zucker got a transit 
permit from Sugihara 
to Kobe, Japan; he 
crossed Siberia by 
train, spent several 
months in Kobe, and 
was then transported 
to Shanghai. 

"He never did get to 
[ike Chinese food," 
Mrs. Zuekcr rccalled, 
chuckling. 

Askcd how she 
feels, seeing some of 
her husband's memen
tos from his trip to and 
stay in Shanghai in the 
exhibit, she said. "It 
was a matter of sur
vival. It's sort of an 
historic event, and I'm 
glad to be part of it." 

, 
! 


