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Editorial/ comment 

Bouchard a true friend of Jews, Israel Dr),Bones 
Q

uebec Premier Lucien Bouchard's rallying to 
that Jewish community's defence after sepa
ratist Yves Michaud's attack on its voting pat

tern . an eloquent tribute to Bouchard's character. 
But Michaud's statements about Jews on a 

Montreal French-language radio show last 
month and some Quebec nationalists' rallying to 
his defence are disturbing reminders that racist 
scapegoating is still alive in Quebec's separatist 
movement. 

Michhaud had hoped to run for Bouchard's 
Parti Quebecois (PQ) in a Montreal-area district 
in Quebec's election. He said Jews believe, afer 
the Holocaust, that they are the only people to 
have suffered. 

He called B 'nai Brith, an organization champi
oning the rights of Jews and others, anti-sover
eigntist and extremist. And he referred to a 
dozen polls in a largely Jewish Montreal suburb 
where everyone voted "no" as an example of the 
Jewish community's anti-sovereigntist attitude. 

Bouchard quickly and emotionally attacked 
Michaud's statements as an "attack on a people 
who don't deserve to be treated like that." 

His government joined with Quebec's Liberal 
Party in passing a motion censuring Michaud in 
Quebec's National Assembly, and later refused 
to allow Michaud to run iunder the PQ's banner. 

Bouchard also made it clear in his resignation 

A new look 

speech that he was deeply hurt by'Michaud's 
remarks. '. 

" ... The Holocaust is the supreme crime, an 
enterprise of systematic elimination of a people; 
the negation of the conscience and dignity of 
man," he said, adding that "Quebecers are all 
equal, and have the right to vote for whomever 
they want." 

Bouchard came to the defence of Jews before. 
. During the Gulf War of 1991, he made a pas~ 

sionate speech in defence of Israel, Robert 
Libman, Quebec regional director of B'nai Brith 
Canada recalled. 

Beyond Michaud's slur against Jews, some 
leading Quebec separatists' vocal rallying to his 
defence included running a full-page newspaper 
ad in a Montreal French-language daily. 

Michaud's defenders included Jacques 
Parizeau - who stepped down as premier in 
1995, after blaming his party's loss in the refer
endum on separation on "big money and the eth
nic vote". 

Bouchard's actions and statements show he's a 
true "mentsch" (a decent person). But Michaud's 
defenders in the PQ are an ominous reminder -
that racist scapegoating of Quebec minorities for 
their refusal to champion the PQ's separatist 
cause remains all too alive and well. 
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Israel 
Having Diaspora Jews help IsraeliArabs would help assure 'internal- quiet' 

T· hough quiet now ~eigns among Israei's ing in the U.S. ' . 
Arabs in the face of continuing Palestinian One would expect that generous support might 
violence on the borders, it has not been be received from the oil-rich Arab states, but 

forgotten that the outset of the Intifada was they have not lifted a finger to provide philan-
accompanied by a brief but bloody outburst on thropic aid. Indeed, in their eyes the Arabs of 
the part of local Arab citizenry, especially in the Israel are relatively well off, compared to the 

INSIDE ISRAEL Galilee. P.olice response poverty-stricken masses in Egypt,' Jordan and 
resulted In 13 deaths, other Muslim lands. Even the millions which the 
and subsequent investi- oil barons offered to support Arafat's Palestinian 
gation appears to con- uprising have to a large degree remained unful-
firm that the defence filled pledges. 
reaction was excessive. But let's get back to equality for all Israeli cit-

Individual Israeli izens. Voices have been raised lately urging Jews 

CARL ALPERT 
Arabs have not hesitat- overseas to concern themselves with support for 

An Israeli Arab Knesset member in the 1980s ed to express their sup- all citizens of Israel, irrespective of religion. In 
rt f h I . I b meets with Arab constituents: Many Israeli po or t e extern a VIO ence, ut most now con- recent years there has been some activity along 

I 
. Arab towns and villages lack hospitals and centrate on comp mnts about government these lines bv the New Israel Fund, the Abraham 

I f h . .. Th other basic services. WZPS photo. '" neg ect 0 t elr commumtles. ey see vast sums Fund and others. Now the matter is being stud-
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poured into the development and improvement ied by mainline organizations on the grounds 
of Jewish towns and villages, while communi- that such a program will help assure internal 
ties inhabited by Arab citizens of Israel have quiet. 
been left to suffer from inadequate educational What would be the attitude of Jewish commu-
facilities, poor approach roads and generally nities in America and elsewhere if the United 
inferior social, health and economic conditions. Appeal were to include aid for Arabs as well as 

Aside from government resources, millions of Jews? Some leaders have' already rejected the 
dollars annually are contributed by overseas idea, claiming that help for its citizenry should 
Jewish donors for the physical and social wel- be a responsibility of the Israelgoverninent. It is 
fare of Jewish citizens. It would be an exaggera- reported that Jerusalem is now preparing a long-
tion to say that Arab Israeli citizens are "down- range billion dollar program to meet various 
trodden", as charged by one recent critic, but it educational and infrastructural needs of the Arab 
cannot be denied that they have been neglected. sector. 

Not long ago, the mayor of the Arab city Urn Shfar Am, a city of 35,000 inhabitants, of 
AI-Fahm went to the U.S. seeking support from whom half are Muslims, and the remainder 
Arabs and Muslims there for municipal projects Christians and Druzes, is a city which officially 
in his town. If the Jews could do this successful- marks Israel Independence Day with proud dis-
Iy, why not his people? Despite our inquiry, he play of blue and white flags, in contrast to some 
provided no information as to the results of his other towns where the holiday is ignored. I asked 
mission. In Canada the Hezbollah has for some the mayor what they needed. 
time been conducting a fundraising campaign He threw up his hands. Everything, he replied, 
ostensibly for hospitals, schools, orphans and but to be specific, there is no health center serv-
social causes, but evidence has been mounting ing an adjacent population of about 75,000. 
that most of the money is diverted to the organi- There is no school to provide technological edu-
zation's military and terrorist activity. Similar. cation for the youth. 
allegations have been made aboutAr1!.b fundrais- (Cont. on page 5. See "Carl Alpert".) 
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Will they come back? 
Israelis graduating from American universities stay in U.S.for 
good 

Will the many 
thousands of 
you n g 

Israelis now studying 
at American universi
ties come back to 
Israel? Unfortunately, 
many probably will 
not. 

ISRAEL UPDATE 

NECHE MIA MEYERS 

That is the opinion I 
heard recently from 
my son Oren, now a 
doctoral student at the 

An Israeli university student works' with a 
computer: Many opt to stay in the U.S. after 
completing degrees there. IPPA photo. 

University of 
Pennsylvania. He 
offered as evidence 
the fact that when he 
informed Israeli acad
emics both In 

Philadelphia and 
Jerusalem - that he 
was determined to 
return, a majority of 
them reacted with dis
belief. 

The reasons are not 
hard to find. First and 
foremost, there are 
economic considera
tions. Students who 
graduate from a good 
American university 
with a PhD can expect 
to receive annual 
starting salaries of 
from $40,000 to 
$100,000, depending 
on their field of exper
tise. In Israel, jobs 
(except in high-tech) 
are much harder to 
obtain and salaries are 
about half that high. 
This' means that the 
person who remains 
in the States will be 
able to buy his own 
home after a few 
years, while the one 
who takes a position 
here - where housing 

. costs are similar - will 
almost certainly 
require substantial 
assistance from his 

Carl Alpert 

parents to do the same 
thing. 

Also influencing the 
decision about return
ing to Israel are quali
ty of life issues. In 

. Philadelphia, for 
example, my son and 
his family are within 
walking distance of an 
enormous municipal 
park and less than an 
hour's drive from 
large state parks Qut
side the city. This con-

>trasts with the situa
tion in Rehovot, 
where he grew up, 
which is virtually 
without public parks, 
and on the outskirts of 
which green areas are 
scarce and getting 
scarcer. 

Last but not least is 
the security situation. 
Going back to the vio
lence of the Middle 
East is hardly an 
attractive proposition. 

In parallel to every
thing else, the expand
ing Israeli Diaspora in 
the United States has 
eased the adjustment 
problems of those 
who decide to stay in 
Uncle Sam's domain. 
Should they so desire, 
they can remain pseu
do-Israelis even if 
they live in New York 
or Los' Angeles, 
Chicago or Miami, as 
in evident from a 

(Cont. from page 4.) 
They deal with co-existence: dialogue groups, 

joint youth meetings, Arab participation in 
Jewish programs, intercultural events and the 
like. All valuable, but no hardware or bricks and 
mortar. 

The subject is a difficult one, but should be 
considered also from the point of view of 
democracy and assurance of internal security. 

The writer lives in Haifa, Israel. 
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casual perusal of the 
weekend U.S. edition 
of Yediot Aharonot, 
Israel's major daily. 
Quite apart from sto
ries about what is hap
pening in the old 
country, it has no less 
than 50 pages devoted 
to news about Israelis 
in the States and a 
plethora of ads about 
services available to. 
them. Readers are told 
where they can find 
"the best falafel in 
New York," how to 
locate a beauty parlor 
which will give them 
a facial "with com
pounds from Israel," 
which ex-Israeli's real 
estate agency will 
save them thousands 
of dollars in the pur
chase of a home in 
New Jersey, where 
they'll be able to 
obtain their favorite 
foods at the Netanya 
supermarket (in 
Florida) and how to 
join David's Shield, 
an Israeli medical 
insurance fund that 
operates in the United 
States. 

But all these things 
don't make America 
home unless the expa
triates there - be they 
students are others -
feel that it is so. And 
that, in turn, depends 
on old-fashioned, or 
rather out-of-fashion, 
Zionism. It remains to 
be seen whether belief 
in the importance of a 
Jewish State can 
regain its former pri
macy among Israelis 
both in the United 
States and in Israel 
itself. 

The writer lives in 
Rehovot, Israel. 
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. God help us 
Jesus should not be business of government 

By JOSEPH AARON 
Chicago Jewish News 

CHICAGO - For 
Jews, there is a 
difference 

such a concern. And 
why I find it absolutely 
unbelievable 

between Jesus and God. 
Now, I understand that 
for many Christians, 
there is no difference, 
that Jesus is both the son 
of God and God. That's 
none of my business -
just as Jesus should not 
be the business of our 
government. 

But if some early 
signs are any indica~ 

PRESIDENT 
GEORGE W. 
BUSH: As governor 
of Texas, he declared 
"Jesus Day". 

Let us begin with 
John, not the apostle, 
but the nominee for 
Attorney General. In a 
speech that still sends a 
chill up my spine, and 
not the good kind, John 
Ashcroft told an audi
ence at the racist, anti
Catholic, anti-Semitic 
Bob Jones University 
that in this country, 
"we have no king but 
Jesus." 

tion, he's very much going to be a 
part of things for the next four 
years. We all remember some of the 
things George W. Bush did and said 
before he became president that 
gave some of us pause, Jesus-wise. 
He said that only those who accept 
Jesus will have a place in heaven. 
He declared Jesus Day in Texas. 

It all made me more than a little 
uncomfortable, since one of the 
absolute bedrocks of this society is 
the separation of church and state. 

We keep faith separate because 
faith tends to separate. And the mir
acle of this country is how so many 
people from so many different 
places with so many different 
beliefs and traditions and customs 
all become Americans and make it 
possible for us all to come together 
in America. 

Which is why I find the early 
days of the Bush II administration 

I thought the whole point of this 
country is that we have no king. 
But I thought, more importantly, 
that Jesus is something private, not 
someone a public official, let alone 
the nation's chief law enforcement 
officer, should be proclaiming 
king. So to hear John Ashcroft say 
in this country there is "no king but 
Jesus," is to see a flashing neon 
sign that this guy doesn't get it. 

Some Jewish Republicans note 
that many Jews had no problem 
with Democratic vice-presidential 
candidate Joe Lieberman saying 
prayers and invoking God. 

Things like public funding for 
religious groups and activities, at 
the heart of the Bush agenda,how
ever, are a threat to the separation 
of church and state, And that's a 
threat to us - because Jesus is not 
God. 

No longer with Vaad Ha'ir 
The undersigned rabbis wish the Jewish community of Winnipeg to 

know that as of this month, we are no longer affiliated in any way with the 
Vaad Ha'ir. 

The vaad executive proposed that, for pragmatic reasons, the WK and 
MBK standards should co-exist for a few years. After considerable 
thought, we found serious moral objection to a two-tiered non-inclusive 
kashrut standard. How could we be affiliated in any way with a standard 
from which we could not, in good conscience, partake. 

At a meeting of the Vaad Ha'ir board on August 3, 2000, our rabbinic 
board was established to be the halakhic [Jewish religious law] authority 
on issues of kashrut and other such areas of Jewish law within the mandate 
of the Vaad Ha'Ir. This board was charged with the responsibility to estab
lish a community-wide inclusive kashrut standard like those of the COR 
(Toronto) and the MK (Montreal). It was explicitly stated that this new 
kosher certification (the MBK) would, after a limited transitional period, 
replace the former WK certification which would be phased out within the. 
year. It was solely under these conditions that we agreed to join with the 
Vaad. 

The Vaad executive then suggested that they would continue with the 
WK standard and the MBK should go independent, hoping that sometime 
in the future, an inclusive communitywide standard will prove practical. 

The rabbis have agreed to pick up this challenge and maintain MBK 
independently as an inclusive kashrut standard. 

RABBI Y. BENAMOU 
RABBI A. ALTEIN 

RABBI M. S. STERN 
Winnipeg 
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