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-Sports news 

Local • • Junior high school student a • • rising track star 
Elayna Hurtig has garnered series of gold medals since she started competing last year 

W" hen you start a business you'd have to 
be naive not to presume growing pains 
are one of the risks involved. 

In other words, few 
- SPORTING TOUCH folks take the town by 

stonn in the early go
ing. Well ... not always. 

Thirteen-year-old 
Elayna Hurtig proved 
the rare exception to 
that rule in her first year 

HARVEY ROSEN on the track; she made 
winning gold appear to 

be a mere formality. 
The Maples resident travels to· H.C. Avery Jun

ior High in Garden City, since Hebrew is offered 
on the curriculum there; she's been a sprinter since 
last January, when she was in Grade 7. 

Competing then as a Bantam class competitor 
with the now-defunct Prairie Fire Track Club, and 
since the fall with the Winnipeg Optimist Athlet
ics, Elayna won all but one of her races in 2000. 

The records show that she captured gold in the 
60 and 200 m. races in the Cargil Games in 
February. 

March saw her win silver in the 60m and 200m 
at the Boeing Games. 

In June in the Provincials and Winnipeg Region 
events, she won gold in the 100 and 200 m races. 

In August at the Manitoba Games in Virden, 
Elayna won gold in the 100 and 200 m and as 
anchor in the 4x 100 relay. 

In November at the Flying M Meet, she dupli-

ELAYNA HURTIG: "I don't like when people 
get in front of me," she says, laughing. 

cated her feats at the Manitoba Games. 
Her meteoric rise did not go unnoticed - at the 

Athletics Manitoba annual luncheon last fall, she 
received an Award of Excellence for her high level 
of accomplishments. 

"My dad Jeff motivated me to try it," she ex-
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Don't Miss a Summer of a Lifetime 
Avoid disappointment. Register today. 

Camp Massad has had a record January -
and the momentum keeps growing! 

Register today to guarantee your child's place 
in a creative, exhilaratin h -energy, 

••• and a chance to celebrate summer like never before! 

Call today - "(204) 477-7487 
or visit www.campn:-assad.ca 

plained. "He said I was really good and should 
give it a chance. He's a maths-science teacher at 
Andrew Mynarski J .H. He's in sports as a referee." 

Elayna, who specializes in the 60, 100, and 
200m, attributes her success to being highly com
petitive. "I don't like when people get in front of 
me," she laughed. 

While it may appear as ifher past successes have 
been a walk in the park, it hasn't, obviously, been 
without some self-sacrifice. 

"I train out at the University of Manitoba three 
times a week. On Tuesdays and Thursdays I'm 
there from 5: 15 to 7: 15 p.m. at Max Bell Arena. On
Saturdays,the workout is from 11 :00 a~m. to 1 :00. 

"I know," she continued, "I'm fit and in shape. 
Sometimes I feel lazy and don't want to work out, 
but I do, and I'm glad I did when it's over. And 
sometimes, I work at the weights, too." 

A shuttle system gets her out to the U ofM. Dad 
drives her to Certified General Accountants on 
Donald, where mom Terry takes over the transpor
tation. 

Despite her early success, Elayna admits the 
competition can take its toll. "It's overwhelming, 
kind of," she confided. ''I'm always confident, but 
I don't expect to get first. I'm nervous. If you're 
nervous, you try to getit over with fast, and you run 
faster." 

Elayna, moving up to the next age level, known 
as midget, discovered in her first track meet of the 
2001 sea SO!) in January that the competition be
.comes much stiffer. "In Saskatoon, I did okay," 
she said. "In the 200m I tied for fifth out of 72 
runners. In the 60m I was sixth out of72. Our team 
won gold in the 4 x 100 relays. I led off. I was kind 
of disappointed in the 60 metres. It was a very 
close race. I could have got third or fourth, but 
leaned at the end. Between the second and seventh 
runners, there was a difference in time of 12/1 OOth 
of a second." . 

Elayna, who describes herself as a B-plus stu
dent at school, concedes that moving up in classi
fication is areal challenge. "It appears to be getting 
tougher. The competition is stiffer. Most of the 
kids I'm running against are almost a year older 
and have been running a bit longer." 

Her goals for the future are modest. "I might be 
trying the 400m later on but I have to get more 
endurance," she noted. 

Well, 2001 ought to be fun, if Elayna continues 
to run, as she did in her rookie season. 
POST PATTER: 

• Scott Radinsky, a middle reliever last year with 
St. Louis Cardinals, signed only a minor league 
contract with Cleveland last week. The 32-year
old was limited to one relief appearance in 2000 
because of elbow problems. He began the year on 
the disabled list and did not appear the rest of the 
season after his lone outing at Arizona on June 1st. 

• Texas outfielder Gabe Kapler is rumored once 
again to be on the trading block in the Rangers' 
search for pitching. He'd fetch a good price too 
since he's a legitimate up and comer. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former 
school teacher, and covers football and hockey for 
Canadian Press and Broadcast News. 

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news 
about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia 
Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V IW7. 

Bowling scores on page 15. 
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The Israel you don't see 
on the nightly news. 

The cafes of Tel Aviv are alive with good talk and 
laughter. 

The sidewalks are bustling with shoppers as usual. 

The Israel Museum in Jerusalem is filled with 
giggling school children trying to behave. 

Visitors atop Masada are marveling at the panora.ma 
of the Dead Sea. 

Photographed ill Tel Aviv. 011 January 22. 2001 

Life goes on. And thousands of tourists are arriving 
every day. 

But you don't see that on the evening news. 

Talk to our people and you will sense, as always, 
our passionate commitment to peace. 

We hope you will plan to come to Israel soon. To be 
with us - and to see for yourself the beautiful, 
vibrant Israel that you don't see on the nightly news. 

Prices are better than ever and tours are departing on schedule. 

If you would like to talk to someone about visiting Israel now, calI1-888-77-ISRAEL. 
If you would like to get the story behind the headlines, visit www.goisrael.com 
To plan your trip, just tell your travel agent, "I want to be in Israel now." 

Receive a free Passover Seder Dinner at participating hotels. 
For more information visit www.goisrael.com 

ISRAEL 
NO ONE BELONGS HERE MORE 

THAN YOU. 

Israel Ministry of Tourism 

Call one of our fine Travel Partners to go to Israel now. 
AMI RON TRAVEl 

1-800-644-1965 
ami@amironlravel.com 

416-630-5024 

PEERLESS TRAVEL AUFGANG TRAVEL UNIWORLD TRAVEL & FISHER-FREMONT .....--El-A-l-IS-R-AE-l-A-IR-L-IN-ES---. 
1-800-294-1663 416-789-7117 TOURS INC. TRAVEL PLUS 

www.peerlesslravel.comaufgang@islar.ca1-800-268-3159 1-888-359-7761 
905-886-5610 david@uniworldlravel.com flyaway@ican.nel 

1-800-361-6174 
416-967·4222 
WWI'i.elal.com 

" EL7.-VAL7NZ 416-493-3322 416-481-3323 
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