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Israeli news 

Behind the headlines . Barakbackers say U.S. interview 
With Israeli elections looming, Barak and Sharon's plans emerge,' demonstrates Sharon's true colors 
By GIL SEDAN 

JERUSALEM 
(JT A) - With less than 
two weeks left until elec
tions for prime minister, 
Israelis may have a gen
eral idea of what the two 
candidates would offer 
the Palestinians in peace 
talks, but they are short 
on specifics. Through 
leaks from the candi
dates' campaigns and 
comments from some of 
their closest aides, a 
fairly detailed picture 
emerges of the negotiat
ing stances of Israeli 
Prime Minister Ehud 
Barak and opposition 
leader Ariel Sharon. Set

Israeli Prime Minis
ter Ehud Barak sips 
from a cup of wine at 
a gathering of mem
bers of government in 
a private home in Je
rusalem last month. 
Credit: Brian Hendler/ 
iTA. 

tlements. In campaign speeches, Sharon promises 
not to dismantle any settlements, 

However, Likud KnessetMember Reuven Rivlin, 
a close associate of Sharon's, told JT A last week 
that Sharon's position may in fact be more nuanced. 
In future negotiations, "Sharon will not provoke 
the Palestinians on the settlemeI1ts," Rivlin said. 
"Sharon will not freeze the settlements, but he will 
not allow :provocative settlements,' " Rivlin said. 
"It is not clear whether he will allow expansion of 
existing settlements." Rivlin didn't explain how 
he defines "provocative" settlements. Barak has 
agreed to consider American proposals that call 

Likud prime ministe
rial candidate Ariel 

. Sharon addresses a 
group ofIsraelis on a 
hunger strike in pro
test of Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak's nego~ 
tiations with the Pal
estinians. Credit: Brian 
HendlerllTA. 

for the dismantling of 
far-flung settlements, 
but wants to annex large 
settlement blocs in the 
West Bank close to Is
rael's 1967 borders that 
include some 80 per~ 
cent of the settlerpopu~ 
lation, 

According to his 
deputy minister of de
fence, Ephraim Sneh, 
Barak will not disman
tle any settlements if 
the negotiations be
come deadlocked, de
spite calls to this effect . 
from supporters. Barak 
said January 23 that Is
raeli and Palestinian 
negotiators must find a 

way to share administration of Jerusalem's Old 
City and its holy sites, "so there won't be a split 
and divided city, and there will be free access to 
aIL" At the same time, Barak promised that Jeru
salem sites holy to Jews "will be under our sover
eignty." 

So far, Barak's suggestions have proved unac
ceptable to the PalestiI1ians. Like the Palestinians, 
Sharon refuses to make any concessions on Jeru
salem and its holy sites. How would Sharon bridge 
this gap with the Palestinians? "We will have to 
leave the entire issue on hold," Rivlin said. "Quite 
simply, we will not negotiate over Jerusalem." 

By NAOMI SEGAL 
. JERUSALEM (JT A) - Ariel Sharon's foes are 
trying to make political hay out of an interview 
with the. opposition leader that appeared in last 
week's issue of The New Yorker Magazine. In the 
interview - most of which wag conducted last fall, 
before Sharon launched his campaign for prime 
minister - Sharon refers to Palestinian Authority 
President Yasser Arafat as a "murderer and a liar" 
and describes him as a "bitter enemy." 

The article appears in the middle of a campaign 
for Israel's February 6 eJection, in which Sharon is 
portraying himself as a moderate who will bring 
Israel peace and security. Indeed, authorleffrey 
Goldberg wrote that when he spoke to Sharon two 
weeks ago, the Likud leader was "more cautious in 
his public pronouncements" than when the bulk of 
the interview was first conducted. 

Sharon's political opponents seized on the inter
view .. as revealing the Likud Party candidate's true 
ideological bent. 

The interview "speaks for itself, for anyone who 
thought Sharon had changed," Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak's campaign said in a statement. Barak 
also was interviewed for the article, but it was 
Sharon's comments that drew the most attention in 
Israel. 

Sharon, the front-rumierin election opinion polls, 
has accused Barak of a willingness to make far
reaching concessions, including granting the Pal
estinians control over parts of Jerusalem and the 
Temple Mount, foregoing an Israeli presence in 
the Jordan Valley and allowing Palestinian refu
gees to return to Israel. 

"BAR/BAT MITZVAH FUND" 
A Tzedakah Project at JFM Women Help~ng Women 

One of the Foundation's petuity and the child/adult 
newest initiatives is really stays involved with it for 
an expansion of an old the rest of his or her life. 
theme: promoting the Income from the fund is 
teaching of tzedakah to put back into the commu-
Jewish youth at the age of nity every year, with the 
bar or bat mitzvah. With child/adult directing the 
the involvement of David income from his or her 
and Nora Kaufman, a fund toward a favorite or-
committee has been ganization or project. By 
formed to create public the time adulthood is 
awareness ota tzedakah reached, tzedakah is a 
'project at the Jewish well-established habit, 
Foundation: the Bar/Bat and thinking ofcommu-
Mitzvah Fund. nity needs is second na-

Why have a 
ture. 

tzedakah project? How much does it 

Adding a tzedakah project take to open a.Bar 
Mitzvah FU.nd? to the bar mitzvah year . 

brings a spiritual compo- To open any fund at The 
nent to the modern bar or Foundation takes.$100. In 
bat mitzvah, and teaches this case, the name of the 
the philosophy of fund would be the "Child's 
tzedakah in a way that Name Bar Mitzvah Fund~ . 
keeps the child connected (or bat mitzvah fund). 
to the community, year Families are encouraged 
after year. to make their child's fund 

What is special. known to invited guests. 
through a note enclosed 

about having a bar with the invitations,. ex-
or bat mitzvah tending the option of con-
fund? tributing to the fund in lieu 

The Bar (or Bat) Mitzvah 
of a cash gift. Experience 
has shown this to be very 

Fund is an inspiring pro- effective in building the 
ject because the commu- fund. Experience has also 
riity benefits from it in per- shown that the. child still 

gets LOTS of presents! 

How much does it 
take to become a 
"directed" fund? 

For a bar/bat mitzvah 
fund, it requires $1,000. 
Nora and David Kaufman, 
who wish to promote the 
teaching of tzedakah 
among our youth, have 
generously committed to 
donate $250 to any barf 
bat fund which reaches 
$750. When the fund then 
reaches $1,000, the child 
and his or her family will 

. be asked each year to 
choose lhe charity they 
wan.t the fund's income to 
go to. 

The Bar/Bat Mitzvah Fund 
Committee is co-chaired 
by Hennie Corrin and Su-
san Billinkoff; The com-
mittee promotes the Bar/ 
Bat Mitzvah Fund at vari-
ous bar mitzvah training 
programs in synagogues 
and schools throughout 
the.city. 

Anyone interested in 
learning more about the 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Fund 
should phone The Foun-
dation at 477-7520. 

Women~s Endowment Fund 
offers grants to 

non-profit organizations 
that benefit Manitoba women 

The mandate of the Women's Endowment Fund, "Women 
Helping Women," is fulfilled through a grant application 
process. In 2000, the WEF gave $6,700 to such diverse 
organizations as theChemo Savvy Dragon Boat Team. the 
Jewish Public Library. Kali Shiva Aids Services, and the 
Women's Health Clinic. The grants are available to non
profit organizations that benefit Manitoba women. 

Grant Deadline: 
February 28 

Please phone 477-7520 for a 
WEFGrantApplication Form 

Applications will be processed and 
organizations notified by March 30. 
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Likud Party leader Ariel Sharon greets hun
dreds of his youth supporters during an elec
tion rally in Tel Aviv; Feb. 1, prior to Israel's 
Thesday election for prime minister. Creelif: 

Brian Hen<!IerIJTA 

Sharon wallops Barak 
Landslide election victory 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - In one of the more 
remarkable comebacks in Israeli political histo
ry, former Gen. Ariel Sharon completed the long 
road back from the disgrace of the Lebanon War 
when voters overwhelmingly chose him as 
prime minister of Israel. 

Sharon's landslide victory Tuesday was as 
much a product of disillusionment - with the 
peace process, with the ongoing Palestinian vio
lence and with the personality of incumbent 
Prime Minister Ehud Barak - as it was an 
endorsement of Sharon himself. 

The public's judgment was resounding, with 
59.5 percent of the vote going to Likud leader 
Sharon and 40.5 percent to Barak, according to 
exit polls conducted by Israel Television. 

By Israeli standards, it was a margin of his
toric proportions, and it came just 21 months 
after Barak swept into office with what seemed 
like a broad mandate. 

Yet many Israelis, it appears, were disillu
sioned with both candidates. 

Voter turnout Tuesday was just 62 percent, the 
lowest in the nation's history. Israeli turnout 
generally is about 80 percent, among the highest 
rates in the democratic world. 

Much of the Israeli Arab community - 12 
percent of the electorate and a major source of 
support for Barak in the last election - boy
cotted the vote. 

They were angry at Barak over the fatal shoot
ing by police of 13 Israeli Arabsduring pro
Palestinian riots in October. 

Also contributing to Sharon's victory was the 
fervently Orthodoxcommunity, which oyer
whelmingly supported him after the spiritual 
leaders of the haredi parties gave Sharon their 
endorsement - or, more accurately, urged their 
followers to vote against Barak. 

The mood at Sharon headquarters Tuesday 
night was predictably jubilant. Some people held 
signs thanking God for the Likud leader's victo
ry. Others declared that the Oslo peace process 
was over. But the latter assessment may prove 
premature. 

In a sharp divergence from his image as an 
inveterate hawk, Sharon positioned himself dur
ing the campaign as a peacemaker, and m~ny 
Israelis willexpect him to follow through. 

Barak lost his parliamentary majority last July, 
wheR three coalition partners - disappointed 
by Barak's willing-ness to make concessions to 
the Palestinians - dropped out of the govern
ment on the eve of the Camp David summit. 

(Cont. o~ page 17. See "Sharon wallops 
Barak in landslide victory".) 

Panelists at January 29 kashrut information forum at Shaarey Zedek. From 
left: Howard Morry, president, Jewish Federation of Winnipeg/Combined 
Jewish Appeal, Don Aronovitch, president, Vaad Ha'ir, Yossi Cohen, head of 
new,"private"MBK hechsher, and Sherman Greenberg, Vaad Ha'ir trea
surer. 

Panel se'eks to explain 
reasons behind 

community's two 
kashrut 'hechshers' 

Hundreds of kashrut observant 
show ·up for'/orum' at Shaarey Zedek 

By MATT BELLAN 
Hundreds of kashrut

observant Jewish 
Winnipeggers showed 
up for an "information 
forum on kashrut stan
dards in our communi
ty" January 29 orga
nized by the Vaad 
Ha'ir. 

The aim was to pro
vide an update on 
what's happening with 
a new initiative on the 
local kashrutscene,and 
to sort out any confu
sion the kashrut obser
vant might have about 
it. The forum followed 
a vaad-sponsored pro
ject that began last 
summer. It set up an 
"MB hechsher" - a 
new, allegedly more 
strictly applied "seal of 
approval" for kosher 
food sold or produced 
in Winnipeg. The 
hechsher was intended 

RABBI NEAL RABBI YAACOV 
BENAMOU: If the 
community could 
afford to build a $30 
million campus, it 
can afford to fund 
the changeover to 
the MBK hechsher. 

ROSE, spiritual 
director, Kanee 
Centre of the Sharon 
Home: He alleged 
the vaad failed to 
consult that 
Winnipeg Jewish 
nursing home about 
the impact MBK 
kashrut rules would 
have there. 

Appeal, outlined what 
led up to creation of the 
MB hechsher. 

to replace the vaad's existing "WK 
hechsher" within a few months, and 
increase consumption of kosher. 
products here. But so far, it's got
ten little support from kashrut-relat
ed businesses. 

"I'm thrilled to see so many peo
ple here this evening," Vaad 
President Don Aronovitch told the 
crowd during the often heated 
forum, where two rabbis some
times shouted angrily at forum pan
elists, to express their points of 
view. "While we come with differ
ent viewpoints, we're all here 
because we're concerned about 
kashrut in the community." 

Howard Morry, president of the 
Jewish Federation of 
Winnipeg/Combined Jewish 

He claimed the prob
lem began with the loss of recogni
tion (of the vaad's WK hechsher) 
by the Council of Rabbis (COR) 
hechsher in Toronto and the 
Orthodox Union hechsher in New 
York. 

"We began to lose Orthodox fam
ilies. It was also a problem when 
Winnipeg was called upon to host 
Orthodox conferences, partly 
because our hechsher wasn't recog
nized by some of the people attend
ing." 

Morry also claimed exporters of 
Winnipeg kosher food products 
also couldn't count on acceptance 
of the WK hechsher, when shipping 
them to some other Jewish commu
nities. 
(Cont. on page 3. See "Kashrut 
forum".) 


