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My dream year at the Hebrew University 
By MICHAEL HOCHMAN 

Reflectively speaking, I like to remember my past 
summer experience as it appeared on my biceps. 
A steady, almost rhythmic tremble, glazed in a 

dirty sweat, atop a sanded layer of tom flesh, sim
mering beneath the insufferable morning sun. If my 

arms had eyes, they'd be strewn with purple and 
black bags, overtired beyond any tired I could ever 
have fathomed. My days passed ever so slowly, but 
after nine long weeks of cuts, bruises, a few thousand 
pushups, endless .lectures on pe~ection, .a.nd of 
course, why sleep IS not a necessIty m the mllttary, I 

had done it! Even though I was not an Israeli citizen, 
I could officially consider myself a soldier of the 
Isra~li Defense Forces. So why would anyone want 
this experience under his or her belt? Well, question
ing it myself, time and time again during those lon~, 
disgustingly impossible days, I figured it out. IsraelIs 
just that kind of place. It's an open playing field of 
dreams, for all the Jewish dreamers throughout the 
world. NexlYear 

Make The Hebrew University of Jen,salem 
Your Qlmpus 

Previous to my summer adventure, I had been liv
ing in Israel for 10 months. I was already immersed 
in the greatest year of my life, living inJerusalem as 
a student at the Hebrew University. Taking a leave 
from my pre-med. studies at the University of 
Winnipeg, I was taking classes in philosophy, history, 
religious studies and geography. A classroom envi
ronment I could only have dreamt about. In fact, just 
the walk to school every morning with the Dead Sea 
and the desert hills of Jordan in the distance was more 
than I could have imagined. Most of my professors 
had either graduated from or taught at an Ivy League 
institution, and each had his own inspiring reason for 
migrating to Israel. Most classes had field trips to 
reinforce the classroom discussions. My historical 
geography of Jerusalem class involved a three-hour 
field tnp every week to the Old City, touring and 
learning every alley and its historical significance. 
Outside of class time, the school made organized 
weekend trips available to tour the country. With 
friends from around the world, many weekends were 
spent adventuring around the country- waterfalls in 
the Golan, the beaches of Netanyia, snorkeling in 
Eilat, hiking in the Judean desert, lounging in the 
Sinai, and of course the crazy clubs in TelcAviv. 
Anything and everything was at my fmgertips In 
Israel. 

Programs for Canadian Students at the 
Rothben,glnternationalSchool 
of the Hebrew UniverSity of Jerusalem 
freshman Progrnm, The One Year Progrnm, 
Graduate Studies, ~Med. Regular Degree, 
Summer Courses and much 

• 

For infonnation call the Winnipeg Chapter, 
Canadian Friends of the . 

Hebrew University - (204l942-3085 

or ask Student Recruitment Officers 
Shaun Bronstein - (204) 896-4497 

Dov Seder - (204) 489-5711 
or Michael Hochman - (204) 489·5148 

To sum it up, my year at the Hebrew University 
provided me with an immeasurable amount of life 
experience. It allowed me to live, learn, and travel 
within, and among the Jews of Israel. All the history 
and traditions I had ever studied at Ramah and Joseph 
Wolinsky were expressed to their fullest. At no other 
time in my life have I thirsted for and consumed' such 
a boundless amount of knowledge. As cliched as it 
may sound, I write this only in hope that it inspires 

Saturday, 
March 3, 2001 It's a Comedy Night! 

New Leadership Division of . 
The State of Israel Bonds, Winnipeg 

Co-Chairs 
Ahava Halpern and Marty Minuk 

HONOURING 

Rabbi Ala" Grern 
Saturday, March 3, 2001 

7:45 P.M. 
AT THE FORT GARRY HOTEL 

Provencher Room 
FEATUHE PRES.C;NTATION 

ComedIan 

JOEY BLIAS 
also 

JOAN DRUXMAN & MICHAEL SILVER 

Tickets: $25 per person 
Tickets may be payable by cheque or Visa to the 

State of Israel Bonds 
Cash Food and Bar will be available. 

Dietary laws will be observed. 

For information about the event 
or to order your tickets, please call 

204-942-2291 
by: Febniary 26, 2001 

Winnipeg - The 
New 
Leadership 

Division of the State 
of' Israel Bonds 
invites the entire 
community to join 
them in honouring 
Rabbi Alan Green in 
their next program, 
Comedy Night, 
Saturday, March 3. 

The Comedy Night 
evening. will be part 
of celebrating "Israel 
Bonds at 50", as this 
year marks State of 
Israel Bonds' 50th 
Anniversary. 

Feature presenta
tion for the event is 

JOAN 
DRUXMAN-JONES 

Tribune as Food, 
Fashion and 
Women's editor. 

internationally- MICHAEL SILVER 
acclaimed comedian 

Joan has always liked 
being on stage. She 
especially loves situ
ation comedies and 
comedic movies. 

Joey Elias from Montreal, as well 
as comedians Joan Druxman
Jones and Michael Silver. 

Joey Elias is one of the most 
talented, funny people on the 
Canadian entertainment scene. 
Elias established himself as a top 
comedian preforming in a variety 
of Comedy Clubs, as a standup 
comedian with various accents 
and dialects. . 

Joan Druxman-Jones, a former 
Winnipegger, lives in Vancouver. 
She was with the Winnipeg 

. " . . 

Michael Silver is a 
young, funny and ambitious 
comedian who resides in 
Winnipeg. Michael writes his 
own jokes, and has performed for 
two years at The Rumours 
Comedy Club Amateur Nights. 

Join us and enjoy this upcom
ing Comedy Night with these tal
ented comedians. 

We are expecting to have a full
house attendance. Tickets are 

. available at the State of Israel 
Bonds office. 

Community news 

Kashrut forum 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

Morry provided no 
fa<;ts to back up his 
claim that other Jewish 
communities don't 
accept the WK hechsh-

'er. and a longtime 
defender of the WK 
hechsher insists such 
claims are based on 
groundless rumors. 
Aronovitch, then presi
dent of the Winnipeg 
Jewish Community 
Council, (now the 
Jewish Federation) 
then asked Sid 
Halpern, a former 
community council 
president, to review 
kashrut standards in 
-the community and 
come up with recom
mendations. 

Halpern's mam 
advice was to move 
toward a kashrut stan
dard "the Orthodox 
community" would 
accept, and that also 
met the needs of manu
facturers, exporting 
kosher food from 
Winnipeg. 

... The federation early 
last year endorsed 
Halpern's recommen
dations. 

Aronovitch and 
Halpern tried to "effect 
change" in the vaad 
from 1997 to 1999, and 
eventually concluded 
the only way to do that 
was to win seats on the 
vaad board themselves. 
"Sid and I got elected 
last" year to the vaad 
board." 

They turned for 
advice to "three 
Orthodox rabbis in 
town" that local 
Orthodox Jews 
"deeply identified 
with": Rabbi Yaacov 
Benamou of Herzlia 
Synagogue, Rabbi 
Avrohom Altein of the 
Lubavitch Centre, and 
Rabbi Moshe Stem. 

Those rabbis volun
teered "countless 
hours" to help set up a 
new, stricter hechsher, 
called MBK. The 
hechsher began operat
ing last August, along
side the WK hechsher;, 
the vaad's plan was to 
phase out the WK 
hechsher after the few 
months it was expected 
to take for kosher food 
suppliers to sign on as 
licensees of the MBK 
hechsher. 

"By December, it 

Note to readers . 
When pictures with photo captions, stories and 

other announcements appear in boxes that indicates 
the material inside the box is fully or partly paid for. 
Stories with headlines in a typestyle other than the 
one used for standard news stories (samples of stan
dard news headlines appear with all stories on page 
1) are also partly or fully paid for. 

Notice to organizations, publicists 
The Jewish Post & News now is charging for 

publicity about upcoming events running in this 
newspaper. 

• Stories, community calendar and other announce
ments publicizing upcoming events are' charged for 
at a rate of $7.00 plus GST for every 20 words. 
Announcements can also be published in smaller, 
eight-point news type, at a rate of $7.00 plus GST for 
every 30 words. 

• Items paid for in advance are published at a 
reduced rate of only $5 every 20 words plus GST, or 
$5 every 30 words plus GST in eight-point type. 
Headings of up to four words run for free. 

• Anyone running a display ad at least "business 
card size" (2 columns wide by 2 inches deep) publi
cizing a Jewish organizational upcoming- event will 
be entitled to up to the equivalent amount of editor
ial space free every time the ad runs. 

• Announcements of synagogue service times run 
for free. but are subject to editing for length. 

• All publicity about upcoming events submitted 
for publication must include the names and address
es of the individuals authorizing publication, for 
billing purposes. 

• All news releases and announcements published 
in The Jewish Post & News are subject to editing, 
and all references to ticket prices, admission charges 
and phone numbers will be deleted, unless the items 
are authorized to run at the full display advertising 
rate. 

• All news and advertising should be in our office. 
by noon, Friday j4 

for the following week's paper. 
• We can't be responsible for the delivery time of 

the paper. You may wish to run your publicity or ad 
at least two weeks in advance of the event. 

RABBI MOSHE 
STERN, one of the 
three Orthodox rab
bis overseeing the 
new MBK hechsher. 
He cited largescale 
fraud by a kosher 
sausage company in 
the 1940s as a warn
ing that kashrut 
must be more strict
ly enforced. 

was acknowledged that 
we'd moved too quick
ly," Aronovitch admit
ted. "We found most 
licensees endorsed the 
MBK hechsher, but 
"couldn't afford it." 

"We decided to put 
MBK on hold, and talk 
to the community 
about what the hechsh
er means, and how 
vitally important it is." 

The vaad decided to 
"pause", and maintain 
only the WI< hechsher 
for "a period of years", 
while the vaad gained 
support for the new 
hechsher. 
TWO HECHSHERS 

Yossi Cohen, presi
dent of Herzlia 
Synagogue, felt the 
vaad had made "signif
icant progress" in set
ting up the MBK 
hechsher, and volun
teered to keep it "alive 
and well", "even 
though there will be 
two side-by-side 
hechshers" . 

"We hope we'll be 
able to eventually 
bring the two hechsh
ers back together". 

Cohen said he won 
election to the vaad 
board "last 
September", and 
decided to keep the 
MBK hechsher going 
because "WI< is not a 
community-wide 
hechsher",· and "reviv
ing" the MBK hechsh
er after two years 
"would have been 
impossible. " 

"It's vital for the 
community to under
stand that if an eventu
al merger" of the WI< 
and MBK hechshers is 
to take place, it must 
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Part of the crowd at the kashrut forum in 
Shaarey Zedek's main sanctuary •. During a 
question-and-answer session, members of the 
audience argued for and against the need for a 
new kashrut hechsher in Winnipeg. 

. involve community 
. fundraising." 

Cohen is pleased that 
Rabbis Benamoll, 
Altein and Stem have 
agreed to serve as the 
"rabbinical board" for 
MBK, and looks for
ward to announcing 
new MBK products 
and licensees "short
ly". 

Benamou told the 
forum audience 
Winnipeg's Jewish 
community should be 
able to afford the 
expense of starting up 
the new hechsher. 

"If we were capable 
of building a $30 mil
lion (Asper Jewish 
Community)campus, 
we can definitely copy 
other communities in 
how they put a hechsh
er together." 

Rabbi Neal Rose, a 
Conservative rabbi and 
spiritual director of the 
Sharon Home, said 
kashrut is central to 
Judaism: 

But he laced into the 
vaad for the way it 
introduced the MBK . 
hechsher, alleging that 
it failed to consult 
institutions like the 
300-resident Sharon 
Home, 
Canada's 
sumer 
food." 

"Western 
largest con
of kosher 

Under the MBK 
hechsher, he said, 
"we'd have to store all 
our frozen bread in an 
outside warehouse." 

"I'm outraged by the 
way this was done," he 
shouted, about the 
vaad's setting up of the 
MBK hechsher. 

Aronovitch insisted 
that the Sharon Home 
and other major com
munity institutions 
were consulted. 

Rabbi Moshe Stem 
said the reservations 
Orthodox Jews have 
about kashrut stan
dards must be taken' 

SHARON BRON
STONE, president 
of Beth Israel 
Synagogue. Changes 
MBK hechsher offi
cials demand 
"would cost us a for-
tune." 

seriously. 
He cited as an exam

ple allegedly kosher 
products the Chicago 
Kosher Processing 
Company was selling 
in Winnipeg and other 
markets in the 1940s. 

"In the late I 940s, 
there were reports that 
their kashrut was not 
real." 

Stem testified as a 
"Crown witness" in the 
1 970s, when the 
RCMP went after 
Chicago Kosher. for 
fraud. 

"They found 
Chicago Kosher had 
produced 1.5' million 
pounds of kosher prod
uct from 40,000 
pounds of kosher 
meat." 

During a question
and-answer session, 
members of the audi
ence from a wide vari
ety of backgrounds 
argued f(lr and against 
the MBK hechsher. . 

One man com-
plained that it· costs 
him $8 a loaf to import 
bread from outside 
Winnipeg for his fami
ly, because he doesn't 
trust the WK.' hechsher. 

"I suggest you buy a 
bread machine," coun-

tered a woman in 
the crowd. 

Sharon Bronstone. 
president of Beth 
Israel' Synagogue, 
complained about 
the cost for syna
gogues of making 
the changes she 
alleged the MBK 
rabbis demand. (The 
vaad presently lets 
synagogue rabbis 
vouch for the 
kashrut of food 
served in those syn
agogues.) 

"Because of 
MBK, all our syna
gogues would have 

to change pots and 
pans, dishes, stoves," 
Bronstone said, refer
ring to a situation 
where Conservative 
synagogues might 
want to bring in an out
side caterer and win to 
MBK endorsement of 
the meal, or get such 
endorsement for other 
reasons. "This would 
cost us a fortune. 
Nobody can afford to 
spend a half million 
dollars tomorrow." 

Eric Garfinkel, a 
member of the 
Orthodox Talmud 
Torah-Beth Jacob 
Synagogue, demanded 
to know why the WK 
hechsher isn't good 
enough. "I want to 
know why my meat 
isn't kosher," he shout
ed. 

Still another wanted 
to know whether 
MBK would endorse 
the kashrut of 
Conservative syna-
gogues. 

Yossi Cohen replied 
that it would, provided 
the synagogue "fol
lows halacha". 

Cohen didn't com
ment on the mixed 
seating m 
Conservative and 
Reform synagogues, 
which the Orthodox 
argue violates halacha 
(traditional Jewish reli
gious practice). 

The forum ended 
with panelists promis
ing another discussion 
in future, to explain 
Orthodox kashrut stan
dards in greater detail. 
And everyone then 
adjourned for cookies 
provided by a variety 
of kosher bakeries. 

"What I want to 
know is whose hechsh
er those cookies are 
under," an audience 
member said jokingly, 
as he moved toward 
the food table. 


