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Editorial/ comment/ letters 

Community needs more information 

I t was one of the most moving forums in recent 
Winnipeg Jewish community history. Officials 
representing the Jewish Federation of 

Winnipeg/Combined Jewish Appeal, the city's 
Yaad Ha'ir and a new, "private" MBK hechsher 
offered an update on recent developments on the 
local kashrut scene. 

And they fielded questions from a sometimes 
angry audience about these developments. 

The forum stemmed from the decision of the 
Yaad Ha'ir last year to set up a new "hechsher", or 
seal of approval, called MBK. It was to enforce 
Jewish dietary laws more strictly in bakeries and 
other food outlets licensed to sell products or ser
vices under the supervision of the vaad - the body 
regulating kaslirut in Winnipeg's Jewish commu
nity. That, they argued, would induce many 
Orthodox members of the community to buy their 
kosher food locally, instead of importing it from 
Toronto and other cities. 

After seeing few licensees. willing to switch 
from the vaad's present WKhechsher to MBK, 
which was introduced last summer, these officials 
a few weeks ago concluded the vaad needs more 
time to persuade those bakeries, caterers and other 

services to accept this allegedly tighter standard. 
Meanwhile, they've transferred the supervision of 
the hechsher to a volunteer group headed by the 
president of a local Orthodox synagogue. 

What many audience members wanted to know 
at the forum, and didn't get a clear answer to is: 
What, exactly is wrong with the vaad's present . 
WK hechsher? Statements from the audience at 
the forum also indicated that some Orthodox 
Winnipeg Jews accept the WK hechsher. 

Another central issue is the expense. Should 
Winnipeg Jews subsidize the cost for retail outlets 
and other kosher food suppliers to come up to 
MBK standards? How much will that be? And 
how many more Orthodox Jews now importing 
their kosher food will start buying it locally, under 
the ,MBK hechsher? 

The turnout at the January 29 forum was heart
ening. When families of audience members are 
counted, it suggests more than 1,000 Winnipeg 
Jews accept the discipline and sometimes, extra. 
costs involved in keeping kosher. But community 
officials pushing for MBK must do a more con
vincing job of explaining why it's needed, and 
how it's going to be paid for. 

Dry Bones 

Terror takes its toll on Jewish children, adults in territories 
Effect on youngsters 'profound', psychologist says 

Children in the 
school buses of 
Judea and 

Samaria have lately 
taken to sitting with 
their legs curled up 
underneath them. 

bus fell victim to a ter- The but inside- it as well, lesser extent, their 
classmates. rorist bomb. v i 0 - according to Cissie 

This is ·only one· of len c e Green Jacobson, who 
the consequences of a I s a teaches at a boarding 

"Some of the other 
students from Judea 
and Samaria tell me 
that while they have 

the daily battle for creates school for religious ' 
survival now being se v ere girls in Tzafariya, near 
waged by the Jewish organi- Ben-Gurian Airport. 
settlers on the other zational "1\vo of the girls are 

. become used to the 
shooting that goes on 
all the tim~, they are 
still frightened, and so 
are certain adults in 
their settlements. 

ISRAEL UPOAlC side of the Green pro b - the daughters of Sara 
Line, says Miriam lems in Lisha, a teacher from 
Shapira, a clinical the Neve Tsuf who was 
psychologist who is in school murdered while trav-
charge of the Center A resident of the Jerusalem suburb system. elling to a school in 
for Dealing with of Gilo recovers from a stabbing Qui t e another community. 
Emergency Situations last month. lsranet photo. a par t The bereaved Lisha 

The anxieties will 
only end when there is 
a return to normalcy, 
and that is nowhere in 
sight. 

of the Shomron from the sisters are carrying on, 
Regional Council. ling together in the vehicles that are but they are stilI trau-

NECHEMIA MEYERS 

While not very com
fortable, the kids hope 
that it will help them 
avoid the fate of the 
three siblings in a 
Gaza Strip settlement 
whose legs were 
blown off when their 

'The killing of the same vehicle so that at attacked, many others mati zed by what hap-
Kahane couple, and least one of them will are held up when sus- pened, as are, to a 

The writer lives in 
Rehovot, Israel. 

the wounding of their survive should they be picious objects - that 
children," she goes attacked. And some might be bombs - are 
on, "also had a pro- kids have even gone discovered along the 
found psychological so far as to tell their roadside. This means 
effect. Parents now· father and mother: that the kids on a 
tend to avoid travel- 'We don't want to be school bus may be 

shipped off to grand- held up for anything 
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rna if both of you are from 15 minutes to 
killed. ", several hours. So mea-

Shapira and her col- sures must be taken to 
leagues do their best reassure their worried 
to alleviate psycho- parents and to keep 
logical· tensions them occupied while 
among parents and they are waiting by 
children alike. "The the side of the road. 
adults," she explains, There are also occa-
"are encouraged to sions when teachers 
talk about them, while from one community 
the kids often find it can't get to a regional 
easier to express their school in another one, 
anxieties in drawings which creates sched-
or drama. But more uling problems. A pos-
important than any- sible solution might 
thing else, we help be to have local edu-
people draw upon cational institutions in 
their own internal every settlement, but 
resources - spiritual, this isn't possible, 
emotional and intel- because most of them 
lectual - in order to are relatively small. 
carry on as normally The effect of the 
as possible in an tension is felt not only 
abnormal situation." over the Green Line, 

Praise and criticism 
Allow me to make two comments in connec

tion with The Jewish Post &. News of January 
24,2001. 

On the positive side: The article on the two 
diplomats (Chinese and Japanese) who rescued 
thousands of Jews was very moving. 
Congratulations to the Jewish Heritage Centre of 
Western Canada for bringing the exhibition to 
our province! Readers may want to know that the 
Bar-II an University established some years ago a 
research centre named for the Japanese Consul in 
Kovno, Lithuania. Donations to the Sugihara 
Center thus honor Righteous Gentiles and, at the 
same time, our fellow-Jews (those who sadly per
ished and those who thankfully survived). 

On the negative side: I strongly object to the 
use of the word "shiksa" in the review (p. 11) of 
a book on interfaith dating. This word is offen
sive: from the root "sh.k.ts" (shin.kof.tsaddy) it 
means "despicable, loathsome." In my youth we 
were not allowed to ever invoke this term, 
instead using the Dutch equivalent of "non
Jewess." 

What a sad and wide gap between these two 
comments! 

JESSE VORST, Winnipeg 

Comment/ letters 

'The right of return' 
Solution to refugee problem lies with neighboring states 

Before any discussion of the 
right of Arab refugees to 
return to Israel - a problem 

for which the Palestinians hold 
Israel responsible - a short histori
cal review is in order. It is often 
necessary to recall and repeat facts 
which are sometimes forgotten or 
falsified. 

. INSIDE ISRAEL In 1947 
the United 
Nations 
decided to 
partition 
Palestine 
into an 

CARL'ALPERT Arab state 
and a 

Jewish state. While the Jews 
accepted the decision with rejoic
ing, the Arabs rejected it and decid
ed to eradicate the Jewish state 
entirely. Arab armies from all 
directions began an invasion of 
Israel. The Israelis fought back for 
sheer survival. Tens of thousands of 
Palestinian Arabs, fearful of the 
conflict, fled the area to neighbor
ing lands. Many were encouraged 
by the invading armies to get out of 
the way, so that they could return in 
triumph when the new state was 
destroyed. There was no organized 
expUlsion, though there may have 
been scattered instances of local 
forced moves in the atmosphere of 
Arab hostility to the Jews. In Haifa, 
to the contrary, the Jewish commu
nity urged their Arab neighbors to 
remain, but the latter chose to 
leave. 

The war ended with some 6,000 
Israeli casualties, but the new state 
was preserved and enlarged, seek
ing more secure borders. As for the 
refugees, they had associated them
selves with those who had tried to 
destroy Israel. The COUIJtry's main 
interest was to establish a peaceful 
relationship with its neighbors. 

However, the desire to eliminate 
Israel from the map was not 
shelved. Constant Fedayeen attacks 
were made on all borders. Life was 
not pleasant, but the Jewish state 
succeeded in maintaining its inde
pendence and existence. The Arab 
states decided to try again. In 1967 
Nasser proclaimed his intention of 
destroying Israel, and gathered a 
huge Egyptian army on the south
ern border. His call to other Arab 
states was heeded. Jordan and Syria 
mobilized accordingly. Kuwait, 
Iraq, Algeria and other states sent 
forces. Israel was ringed by armies 
totalling a quarter of a million. 

No one who lived through that 
period here will ever forget the 
quiet sense of despair, the feeling 
of ominous, impending tragedy. 
The world looked on and did noth
ing. The pessimism was well 
reflected in the black humor story 
which made the rounds at the time 
to the effect that a sign had been 
hung in Ben Gurian Airport: "Will 

the last one out please tum off the 
lights. " 

We know what followed. In a bril
liant and surprise military move, 
Israeli planes struck at the Egyptian 
and Syrian air forces, and in two 
days completely destroyed the for
mer. In the ensuing four days, with 
their control of the air, Israeli 
ground forces captured the Old City 
of Jerusalem, . occupied the Golan 
Heights and moved into the Sinai, 
right up to the Suez Canal. 

Again there was a mad scramble 
of Arabs to get out. of the way. 
Many of them feared that the con
quering Israelis would treat them as 
they had expected to treat the 
Israelis. 

Thus the Palestine refugee prob
lem was further exacerbated. But 
while Israel successfully absorbed 
about a million of its own Jewish 
refugees from the Holocaust in 
Europe and from Middle Eastern 
Muslim states, not one Arab coun
try lifted a finger to provide homes 
for their brethren. They and their 
offspring have been .kept in tempo
rary camps to this day, largely in 
Lebanon, Jordan, Syria and Gaza, 
festering in misery and supported 
by the UN. Their numbers continue 
to increase as a result of what is 
said to be the highest birth rate in 
the Arab world. They have been 
held as a potential political weapon 
against Israel in th.e unending goal 
of destroying the Jewish state. 
Little wonder that Israel accepts no 
responsibility for their plight. 

Not all Arabs· fled from Israel 
during the two great exoduses. 
About a million of them, some 18 
per cent of the population, are 
today citizens of Israel, vote in the 
elections, have representatives in 
the Knesset. They may have com
plaints, but their situation is far bet
ter than the masses of impover
ished Muslims in Egypt, Syria, 
Jordan and elsewhere. Little won
der that the Arabs of east Jerusalem 
look with trepidation on their pos
sible inclusion in the Palestine 
state. Will Arafat be able to provide 
them with all the benefits they 
enjoy under Israeli rule, like unem
ployment insurance, health bene
fits, welfare support, generous 
grants for large families, and more? 

The Arab refugees constitute a 
human tragedy, but the solution lies 
with the neighboring states who 
were responsible for its creation. 
Any talk of their return to Israel in 
large numbers is unthinkable, since 
such a move can. result only in 
inundating the country with a hos
tile population which will destroy 
the democracy of the land. And this 
is why the Arab states persist in 
calling for the return, instead of 
solving their own problem them
selves. 

The writer lives in Haifa, Israel. 
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NoyachWitman's rainbow 
Eulogy for Noah Witman -Bnay Abraham 

Synagogue - December 26, 2000 
By GERRY 

Jewish 
KOFFMAN 
Combined 
Appeal 
director 

campaign 

Every country, 
every city, every 
village, every 

community, has an 
individual or individu
als that help define the 
character of that partic
ular entity. Noyach 
Witman played a major 
role in defining us as a 
Jewish community. 

For many of us, we 
knew Noyach on two 
levels - on a personal 
level, with personal 
experiences - and on a 
community level, wit
nessing the multifac
eted ways Noyaeh par
ticipated in our com
munity life. 

NOYACH WITMAN: The impact he had on 
Winnipeg's Jewish community is "immeasur
able". 

One of my earlier personal expe
riences with Noyach occurred 
shortly after I chose to enter the 
field of Jewish community work 
and joined the Winnipeg Jewish 
Community Council in 1979. 
Within a month of my coming on 
staff at the WJCC, Noyach invited 
me to be a guest on his Jewish hour 
onTY. 

His introduction of me has stayed 
with me to this day. Noyach began 
by mentioning my recent appoint
ment to the WJCC, and then told 
his viewers (in Yiddish of course) 
that I graduated from Joseph 
Wolinsky Collegiate and spoke 
"Hebraish" (Hebrew) - and that I 
learnt to understand Yiddish from 
my zaida, Moishe Rubinfeld. And 
then, looking straight into the cam
era, and pausing with the most per
fect timing, he intoned in Yiddish: 
"But I think for the benefit and wel
fare of us all, we're going to con
duct 'this interview in English!!" 
But you know, rather than rattling 
me, he made me feel at ease, like 
we had known each other for many 
years. . 

The impact that Noyach Witman 
had on our community is truly 
immeasurable, and will be felt for 
many years to come. You didn't 
have to be a Yiddishist or speak 
Hebrew (a language that Noyach 
also loved to read and converse in), 
to feel the passion he felt forEfe, 
for Israel, for the culture of our 
people. You really didn't have to be 
proficient in those languages to get 
caught up in his sense of humor, his 
disdain for pomp and pretension, 
his love of storytelling and poetry. 
We all connected with N,9yach in 
our own special ways. , 

I believe that there are many par-

allels between ollr Noyach Witman, 
and his biblical namesake, Noyach 
of "the ark fame", 

_ Like his biblical counterpart, our 
Noyach saw the rising floodwaters 
of assimilation and apathy. Our 
Noyach brought us inside the ark of 
culture and community; and like 
the story of the biblical Noyach -
after you had the opportunity to sail 
in Noyach Witman's ark, you 
emerged to the sight of a rainbow. 
It is a rainbow painted with the rich 
colors of Yiddishkeit and men
schlechkeit. 

I know, that for the Jewish com
munity of Winnipeg, generations to 
come will look into the sky, into 
their hearts, and into their minds, 
and see our Noyach - Noyach 
Witman's rainbow. Noyach, a 
shainem dank - todah, thank you. 

Saddened to learn of 
Noah Witman's death 

We were saddened to learn of the 
death of Noah Witman, whose 
untiring efforts· and many years of 
service have enhanced the 
Winnipeg Amal Campaign. 

On behalf of the Officers and 
Directors of Canadian Friends of 
CALI & AMAL (encompassing 
Canadian Association for Labour 
Israel, Histadru t and Canadian 
Friends of Ama!) we extend our 
deepest sympathy to all his friends 
at The Jewish Post & News. His 
loss will be deeply felt. 

FRAN KULA, 
ISSIE NACHSHEN 

CanadianiFriends 
of Cali & Amal 
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