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Canadian Jewish news 

Virtualshul hopes to tear down denominational" walls 
ByRON CSILLAG 

TORONTO - One 
day soon you can be 
"connected" to Judaism 
in more ways than one. 

It had to happen 
sooner or later: a vir
tual synagogue. When 
it's online, 
www.myShul.org (or 

Sandy Stern and Rabbi Michael Skobac. 

Ambassador votes 
Israeli Ambassador to Canada Haim Divon 
January 25 voting in the advance overseas poll 
held at the Embassy ofIsrael in Ottawa for the 
February 6 prime ministerial election. 

.net; the exact domain 
name hasn't yet been 
determined) hopes to 
become the world's 
first truly global Jew
ish congregation, offer
ing shut-ins, the iso
lated, the unaffiliated 
or the just curious the 
chance to click their 
way to the synagogue 
of their dreams. 

Obviously, thecyber-

Israel Ministry of Tourism launches new' 
advertising campaign on January 16 

"The Israel you don't see on the nightly news" 

New York - Israel's Ministry 
of Tourism launched a na
tionwide advertising cam

paign on January 16, 2001, de
signed to address the drop in travel 
to Israel in the wake of the Israel
Palestinian crisis which began in 
the fall of 2000. "We want to dem
onstrate to Americans that life -
and tourism - are continuing nor
mally in Israel-proper," says Arie 
Sommer, Israel Commissioner for 
Tourism, North America, "and that 
incidents reported on television 
almost invariably take place in the 
West Bank and Gaza, areas far off 
the tourist routes, places rarely vis
ited by tourists to Israel." Some 2.6 
million tourists visited Israel in 
2000, an all-time record in the 53-
year history of the State of Israel. 

. TECHNOLOGY MAKES 
"VIRTUAL ADVERTISING" 

AREALITY • 
Advertisements were to appear 

in The New York Times, in Jewish 
media across the country, as well as 
in the Christian- news magazine, 
World. Two themes were to be em
ployed in the advertising, both uti
lizing photographs taken in J erusa
lem and TeJ Aviv, then transmitted 
electroniCally to New York and set 
into advertisements appearing in 
the media within days. "We felt it 
was important toushQ,w the imme
diacypf'l'if(tis I~~~e1"'beJpg nor
mal/' says~omme,r, "heric~, ,our 

decision not to use stock 'touristy' 
photography." The advertising will 
show real people - tourists and Is
raelis - in real situations, captured 
candidly on film. Some pictures 
will appear under the rubric: "The 
Israel you don't see on the nightly 
news." A parallel theme depicts 
individual Americans currently 
traveling in Israel, including their 
personal testimonials and names, 
all under the heading, "Why I'm in 
Israel now." 

"We live in an information age," 
observed Sommer, "with much of 
the world instantly connected. "The 
advertising campaign is a natural 
progression to the sub-website in
troduced by the Ministry in North 
America in November :WOO, 
"WHAT TODA Y' S HEADLINES 
MEAN TO TOURISTS TO IS
RAEL," a site that has been visited 
by more than 20,obo web-surfers 
since it was inaugurated. 

"The conundrum with which we 
are faced," explained Sommer, "is 
that despite how it looks on TV, it 
is no less safe, nor less appealing, ' 
to travel in Israel now than it was 
before September 29, and we be
lieve that this revolutionary adver
tising campaign will help us trans
mit that message." 

For further information on travel 
to Israel, eall the Israel Ministry of 
Tourism InfoCenter at. 1-888-77-
ISRAEL, orvisit www.goisrae1.com. 

shul won't haye many 
of tl1e trappings of a 
physical synagogue;
there's no virtu al 
schnapps and helTiqg 
(yet). But those behind 
the effort say it'sa seri
ous attempt to bring 
disinterested and dis
enchanted Jews into the 
fold, using 21 st-century, 
technology. 

To be based in To
ronto, the site seeks to 
recreate a bricks-and
mortar synagogue in 
the ether of cyberspace. 
Various "rooms" will 
be replicated, including 
a sanctuary, social hall, 
classroom, library -
even a gift shop. 

Organizers say 
myShul will also tear 
down denominational 
walls by welcoming all 
Jews through participa
tion in real-time prayer, 
music, study, chat 
rooms and other inter
action. 

"I have total belief 
that you can create a 
community online," 
says Sandy Stem, the 
project's brainchild. 
"It's not an end in it
self. I would like to see 
people go to shuls in 
their areas, but there has 
been a failing in 
Judaism to connect to 
the secular and 
unaffiliated. " 

Stem, a social worker 
and administrative as
sistant at Shaarei 
Shomayim Synagogue, 
has been working on 
this for over two years 
alongside Rabbi 
Michael Skobac of the 
outreach and counter-

missionary group Jews , 
for Judaism. The 
project has won enthu
siastic support from 
Rabbi Reuven Bulka of 
Ottawa, community 
leader (and CJN presi
dent) Donald Carr, and 
Brig.-Gen. Ed Fitch, the 
highest ranking Jewish 
member pf the Cana
dian Armed Forces. 

They're confident 
myShtil will stand out, 
even amid all the clut
ter of cyberspace. Ac
cording to Irving 
Green, author of 
Judaism on the Web, 
there are more than 

5,000 Jewish sites on 
the Internet covering 
everything from the 
weekly parsha, basic 
Judaism, advanced Tal
mud study,_ "ask the 
rabbi" services, Jewish 
music, and classes in 
Hebrew and Yiddish. 
Add to that scores of 
Jewish bulletin boards, 
news serVices, ar
chives, chat rooms and 
other services, and 
choices can be bewil
dering. , 

Reprinted with per
mission, Canadian 
Jewish News. 

Rights body denies issuing 
policy on circumcision 
By PAUL LUNGEN 

TORONTO - The Ontario Human Rights Com
mission denies it has adopted a new policy posi
tion on male circumcision, despite a revised com
mission document that includes a medical opinion 
that circumcisions should not be performed rou
tinely. 

Keith Norton, chief commissioner of the On
tario Human Rights Commission, rejected claims 
of victory by groups fighting to end circumcisions. 

"There is no change in our position, no changes 
in our policy whatsoever," Norton said. "I think· 
it's overblown to call it a reversal or a victory." 

The change being trumpeted by opponents of 
circumcision amounted to ~ small revision of a 
commission policy statement on female genital 
mutilation (FGM), which included a brief refer
ence to male circumcision, he said. 

John Antonopoulos, president of the Montreal
based Circumcision Information Resource Centre 
(CIRC), said prior to recent changes, which were . 
reported in the National Post, the commission 
document stated male circumcision did not dam
age the penis and had no effect on male sexuality. 

The updated statement "shows it's not a recom
mended procedure and that the benefits don't 
outweigh the harms," he said. 

Circumcising newborns raises "serious issues of 
medical ethics and human rights," Antonopoulos 
said. "When you amputate something that is nor
mal and healthy without permission, it raises ethi
cal issues." 

Canadian Jewish Congress weighed into the 
issue with a letter from Keith Landy, chair of its 
Ontario region, to the National Post. The letter 
disputed claims made by opponents of circumci
sion that there were no medical benefits to the 
procedure. 

"Scientific literature oscillates between claims 
of benefit and no benefits," Landy said. "The most 
recent finding, as repoited in the British Medical 
Journal (June 2000), has Australian researchers 
contending that circumcision is invaluable in con
taining the spread of AIDS." 

Reprinted with permission, Canadian Jewish 
News. 
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UaS. Jewish news 

A woman walks past the site in Jerusalem that 
will reportedly house the U.S. embassy in Israel 
ifit is moved from Tel Aviv. Jewish groups are 
questioning when President Bush will make 
good on his campaign promise to move the 
embassy to Jerusalem. Credit: Brian T-/end/erUTA, 

Jewish groups: Time to make good 
on Bush's promise to move embassy 
By MATTHEW E. BERGER 

WASHINGTON (JTA) -Justa week intoPresi
dent Geor:ge W. Bush's "honeymoon" period, 
Jewish groups are questioning when he will make 
good on his campaign promise to move the U.S. 
embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. 
Bush received international attention during the 
presidential campaign when he told a conference 
of the American Israel Public Affairs Committee 
that one of the first acts of his presidency would be 
to move the embassy, as mandated by Congress. 

"As soon as I take office, I will begin the process 
of moving the United States ambassador to the city 
Israel has chosen as its capital," Bush said in the 
speech. Campaign officials later clarified that the 
embassy, notjustthe ambassador, would be moved. 
But that speech came last May, before the Pales
tinians elUpted in anti-Israel violence last fall that 
has threatened to destroy the peaee process. 

Now, in a much different climate, Bush is being 
asked to make good on his promise. Israel's con
quest of eastern Jerusalem in 1967 is not recog
nized in temational Iy, and most countries that have 
diplomatic relations with Israel keep their embas
sies in the Tel Aviv area. Only Costa Rica and El 
Salvador keep their embassies in Jerusalem. 

Behind the headlines 

Bush 'sfaith-based initiative 
draws lewishfans andfoes 
By SHARON SAMBER 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - A Jewish dlUg addict 
needs treatment but the only program available is 
one run by Louis Farrakhan' s Nation of Islam, so 
he is forced to accept Allah before he can receive 
counseling help. A Jewish homeless family goes 
to a church-run shelter but there are no Jewish 
social workers to talk to and they must attend a 
Christian prayer session in order to receive serv
ices. Could these scenarios happen? 

Some Jewish activists envision such horror sto
ries as they take stock of President' Bush's new 
initiative to increase the partnership between the 
federal government and religious institutions in 
delivering social services. But while some fear 
that the Bush administration is setting down a 
dangerous path that will erode the separation of 
church and state, others, primarily in the Orthodox 
community, want faith-based institutions to playa 
greaterrole in providing social services, as long as 
minority religions are protected. , 

Bush's initiative, launched last week, to help 
fund social service programming run by faith
based groups marks a potentially dramatic shift in 
the way federal money will be used to help people 
in need. 
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MARC RICH: Asup
porter of Birthright 
Israel. 

Pardon of Jewish 
philanthropist 

raises questions 
about ethics of 

• • glvmg 
By JULIE WIENER 

NEW YORK (JT A)
Exactly two weeks be
fore a controversiallasL
minute presidential par
don made him a house
hold name in the United 
States, Marc Rich was 
sitting in the VIP section 
at a mega-event for 
BirthrightIsrael in Jeru
salem. Surrounded by 
thousands of young, pri
marily North American 
Jews on free trips to Is
rael, Rich,oneof 14peo
pIe who have pledged 
$5 million U.S. to the 
program, was apparently 
moved to tears. "He 
loves Israel, you could 
see that he was so turned 
on being there," said one 
Birthright official who 
sat near him at the event. 

Rich, a commodities 
trader who fled the 
United States during an 
investigation that led to 
a 1983 indictment on 51 
counts of tax evasion, 
racketeering and violat
ing sanctions against 
trade with Iran, was one 
of 140 people pardoned 
by President Clinton on 
January 20. Rich, who is 
accused of evading $48 
million U.S. in taxes, will 
now be able to return to 
the United States with
out fear of criminal 
charges. His lawyers 
have argued that he was 
the victim of overly zeal
ous prosecutors, but 
many critics believe his 
pardon is directly linked 
to the fact that his ex
wife is a major Demo
cratic fund raiser. 

In addition to raising 
questions about 
Clinton's judgment, the 
case puts an uncomfort
able spotlight on the 
many Jewish and Israeli 

.• causes, like Birthright 
, Israel, that Rich sup
, ported. 
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Drive to find Nazis' slave, forced workers 
By MICHAEL J. JORDAN 

NEW YORK (JT A) - Gisella, a 
Holocaust survivor in her 70s, 
clutches a manila folder thick with 
her partially written memoirs and 
wartime documents. Her eyes are 
red and puffy from an afternoon of 
internlittent weeping. She has just 
sat through a news conference Janu
ary 30 at which Jewish officials 
launched a global campaign to find 
and compensate the slave and forced 
laborers who toiled for the Nazis or 
their collaborators. 

Jewish leaders at the event were 
careful to describe the compensation 
- up Lo $7,500 U.S. per slave laborer 
- as a "small, symbolic gesture" sig-
nificant primarily for its "historical 
recognition" of the atrocities com
mitted against Europe's Jews. 

Up to 60,000 Jewish former slave 
laborers live in the United States, 
30,000 or so in the New York area. 
Including Gentilcs, thcre arc an es
timated one million former slave 
and forced laborers around the 
world. 

Wonderful Winnipeg Beach hosts year-round fun 
By KAREN BRIDGWATER 

D
owny clouds linger in a robin's 
egg sky, reflecting off the silky 
sand to a crystalline expanse of 

water. Pelicans glide overhead like 
kites, hovering with wisps of music 
that rise above a graceful bandstand. 
From the distant main street, laughter 
dances and floats, sweeping succulent 
aromas out of the shops and restau
rants to a lively beach. 

Know where you are yet? Yep, you 
guessed it, you're at Winnipeg Beach 
in the height of summer. Cabin own
ers flock to this uncut jewel in the 
Spring, to relax and enjoy the beauty. 
Life may be restful here, but boring it 
is not. Since the construction of a 
majestic timberframc bandstand in the 
park, the popularity of the Beach in 
the 20's and 30's dancehall days has 
come back into full swing. Recreation 
Director Jan Cherlet, filling a position 
created by Council just last spring, has 
engineered the Beach's transition from 
summertime resort area to the fun
filled hotspot of the Interlake. Mayor 
Reid Kelner opened the bandstand 
with a giant Cariada Day Celebration 
in July of2000, featuring a table-sized 
cake and Canadian stars "Pushing 
Daisies". 

Summer-long entertainment has 
never been so varied, ranging from 
jugglers and magicians to renowned 
Celtic harpist Heidi Hunter. Alterna
tive, jazz, and rock -pop bands cur
rently climbing the Canadian music 
charts have appeared on stage. The 
"Swing Cats" did their swing thing to 
the delight of dancers with newly ac
quired talents taught only hours -be
fore by Patricia's Dance Studio. 

Even the arrival of winter couldn't 
put a damper on the fun. A holiday 
celebration on December 18th at -23C 
brought over two hundred revelers to 
the bandstand to enjoy' choirs, kids 
verses, hot chocolate and a bonfire. A 
giant tree and wreath lit up the night, 
adorned by local Cubs and Beavers, 
who made special decorations out of 
actual offcuts collected during the 
bandstand '8 construction. Elvis graced 
the stage with hip-gyrating flair, as 
only Elvis can. 

The rest of winter is flying by in 
. Winnipeg Beach. On February 16th, 
171h;and 18th, Wonderful Winter 
Weekend will bring the "King of the 
Lake" snowmobile races, World Cup 
ice racing, and a demolition derby. 
Try your luck at the $1000 first prize 
or the myriad of other rewards in the 
"King of the Lake" Ice Fishing Derby. 

A chance at a year's membership at 
the Winnipeg Beach Golf Club is avail
able in the Longest Drive Contest. lee 
sculpting, bingo, spongee, curling, 
cross country skiing, craft sales, and 
specials at local business all add up to 
a frosty good time! Dress warmly when 
you come out - it's the key to winter 
fun. 

All of this celebration may make 
today 's health-conscious bodies yearn 
for some steady exercise to relax and 
rejuvenate. Tai Chi and Fitness classes 
are available in Winnipeg Beach, both 
for the young and the 55+ crowd. A 
popular indoor walking club lets you 
stride away stress. Local curling is 
hot, with many bonspiels planned for 
the months ahead. You can skate out
doors at the Skate 'n' Slide, or check 
out the figure skating and hockey at 
the Winnipeg Beach Recreation Cen
tre. This centre will also be the home 
of a new roller hockey league planned 
for the summer of 200 I . 

Yes, summer is on the way. And 
guess what? Winnipeg Beach has 
events planned to knock your socks 
off! A Kickin' Country Kick-off on 
May long weekend will get you two
steppin' as you open up your cabin. 
June 9th will feature a Vintage Car 
Show 'n' Shine. with those old beau
ties from car clubs across the prov
ince. Dig out those old duds to win 
prizes for '50s, '60s and '70s cos
tumes. 

Canada Day Celebrations return on 
July 1,2001 with "Sonie Vibe". This 
month also sports swimming lessons 
at the lake, the Family Fun Picnic, 
Boardwalk Days from the 20th to the 
22nd, and the 2nd annual Family Fun 
Run on the 29th, a marathon whose 
proceeds benefit the Canadian Diabe
tes Association. July 28th weekend 
will have a Celtic theme. On the Sat
urday of the Winnipeg Beach School 
Reunion Weekend, July 13th to 15th, 
the Dugald Costume Museum will 
bring a vintage beach fashion show to 
the bandstand. Watch for "Fabuki 
Daiko" Japanese drummers to appear 
during the summer months. Ukrain
ian Heritage Days at the Homestead 
Museum on August 25th and 26th 
have traditional food, dancing, and 
music. More plans for the month of 
August are in the works, so watch for 
information or call the Winnipeg 
Beach Hotline at 1-204-642-3135. En
tertainment will fill the bandstand all 
summerlong. It'soutdoors, it's free to 
watch, and it's wonderful. 
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