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Editorial/comment 

World overlooks inconvenient truths . Dry BODeS 
Guest editorial by DAVID A. HARRIS 
Washington Jewish Week 

W ASHINGTON - The past four months of 
conflict in the Middle East should have 
shattered preconceived notions among 

friends of Israel on both the right and left. There are 
no easy or obvious answers, as the right learns that 
prolonged occupation is corrosive and inconsistent 
with Israel's democratic values, and the left realizes 
that its vision of a "New Middle East" is in fact the 
pursuit of dangerous illusions. 

Moreover, Palestinian demands for a state up 
to the 1967 boundaries are being intermingled 
with threats from some Palestinians and their 
allies in such countries as Iran, Iraq, Lebanon 
and Libya to destroy Israel entirely. These go 
along with calls to murder Jews wherever they 
live, even in countries, such as France, far from 

the Middle East. 
Isn't it odd that the current Palestinian-inspired 

violence erupted against the most dovish gov
ernment in Israel's history, that was even willing, 
for the sake of peace, to compromise on 
Jerusalem, a previously unthinkable position for 
any Israeli administration? Why has this central 
fact been so lost in the past three months as 
many in the international community once again 
reflexively place the blame for the outbreak of 
violence at Israel's doorstep? 

The astonishing indifference to historical con
text is too often the rule df the day for many 
observers of the Middle East. How many n?tions 
in the world today can claim the same 3,500-
year eonnection between a people, a faith and a 
country? 

(Cont. on page 5. See "World overlooks 
inconvenient truths".) 

A look at U.S.-Israel relations in. the George W. Bush era 
Republican presidents; cabinet members have tended to be cooler to Jewish state 

I sraelis have long 
been critical of their 
election system 

which, for one thing, 
encourages and makes 
possible representation 
in the Knesset of a 
multiplicity of small 
political parties, some 
of which often hold the 
balance of power in the 
contest between the 
two major parties. 

INSIDE ISRAEL 

DWIGHT 
EISENHOWER 

His administration 
gave support to 
Arab states. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Refused. to respond 
to Israel's request 
for loan gurantees. 

There is 
still dif
ference of 

ous reasons, But with 
special interest because of factors 
which affect Israel. 

CARL ALPERT 
opInIon 

here whether it is best to have the 
premier chosen by the Knesset or 
by popular vote of the electorate. 
With all that, we have been watch
ing the American election circus 
with both amusement and intense 
interest. With amusement, for obvi-

Confirmation of the election of 
George W. Bush as President of the 
United States had profound impli
cations not only for that coul)try, 
but for Israel as well. His inaugura
tion last month calls for a quick 
review of the relations between the 
two nations. 

As early 
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as the Eisenhower 
administration, there 
were strong feelings 
in Washington that to 
ensure uninterrupted 
supplies of oil, it was 
in the best interests of 
America to render full 
support and backing 
to the Arab states. 

Israel was expend
able. In view of this 
atmosphere, a serious 
question was raised in 
Israel at the time 
whether it was wise to 
remain linked to the 
U.S. or to seek a close 
and strategic alliance 
with the Soviet Union 
instead. Ben Gurion's 

. decision to remain 
with the U.S. proved 
a wise one, tho~gh 
there have .been ups 
and downs in that 
relationship. 

We cannot·. forget 
. ': 

the open
ly hostile 
atti tude 
toward 
Israel 
taken in 
1991 by 
President 
Bus h 
(s·enior), 
who 
placed 
obstacles 

JAMES BAKER In the 
path of 

On~ of the most out- I s rae I ' s 
spoken critics of r e que s t 
. Israel in for 
Washington. American 

. guaran-
tees on a $10 billion loan. At the 
time, Newsweek Magazine head
lined the story: "A Marriage on the 
Rocks". 

Other presidents were more help
ful, and American generosity to 
Israel has known no bounds. 
However, many economists warn 
that such full reliance is unhealthy, 
and some statements were made in 
Jerusalem to the effect that Israel 
looked forward to gradual decrease 
of the economic reliance. ' 

It has been pointed out that 
despite the impressive billions 
which Washington has made avail
able to Israel for its defence, there 
has been a string attached. This 
money must be spent in the United 
States, thus supporting American 
industries in the supply of military 
equipment which, to a large extent, 
would otherwise have been ordered 
from Israeli firms and would have 
provided much-needed employ
ment here. 

On the international political 
scene American support has been 
indisputable. At the United Nations 
the U.S. has very frequently been 
the only major country to object to 
anti-Israel resolutions, sometimes 
. even exercising its veto power in 
th~ Security Council over particu
larly one-sided resolutions. 

There are powerful elements in 
the ,y.S. which are not merely 
unfriendly, but actually hostile to 

Israel. In 1997640 U.S. companies 
and various industrial groups, most 
of them related to the oil industries, 
banded together to promote an 
American national policy favorable 
to the Arab states of the Middle 
East. In the last days before the 
recent Nov~mber elections, when a 
friendly Congress adopted an anti
Palestinian Authority resolution, 
publicity was given to a warning 
from Saudi-Arabia to the effect that 
continuance of such a policy could 
result in action by oil-producing 
states that could have a dire effect 
on the American economy. 

More direct warning came in the 
form of the attack on the naval ves
sel USS Cole. Television has car
ried pictures of Arab mobs burning 
American flags. In some Muslim 
countries American diplomatic 
quarters are under a state of near 
siege. During the dying days of the 
Clinton administration anti-Israel 
elements in the State Department 
were able to pressure Israel into 
cancelling its profitable sale of 
Pha1con planes to China, damaging 
not only our relations with that 
country, but also Israel's defence 
industries. 

At the same time, it must be 
borne in mind that the military and 
defence systems of almost all the 
Arab states are completely depen
dent on· American supplies and 
American technology. The govern
ments of these countries would 
hesitate long before creating a 
break, unless their hands were 
forced by an uprising of Islamic 
extremists, which would also men
ace their own standing. All of them 
are aware of this danger. 

The prominence given to James 
Baker in the entourage of the, new 
president is far from encouraging. 
He is remembered as one of the 
most outspoken critics of Israel in 
Washington. There is still another 
delicate point. The prominence 
given to problematic votes in 
Jewish areas in Florida can hardly 
have been overlooked by Bush. 

Here in Israel policies and events 
in Washington will bear close 
watching in the weeks and months 
ahead. 

The writer lives in Haifa, Israel. 

Comment 

A nostalgic visit to Auschwitz 
For Israeli archeologist, main attraction 

is the town where he grew up 

Unlike the vast 
majority of 
Jews, Is·raeli 

archaeologist Adam 
Druks has wmm mem
ories of Oswiecim, bet
ter known by its infa
mous German name of 
Auschwitz. 

ISRAEL UPDATE 

NECHEMIA MEYERS 

Adam was born and 
lived in the Polish town 
until the age of 10, and 
his was a privileged life. 
His father was a highly 

In the front row ~t the rededication ceremony 
for a synagogue ·in the town of Auschwitz: 
Adam Druks (left) and his sister, Elinoar 
Paleov (right). 

respeCted lawyer as well as a Deputy 
Mayor. In addition·, the Druks family 
owned a tar paper factory. This meant 
they had both social standing and a 
very comfortable standard of living. 

This changed, of course, with the 
German invasion of Poland, and 
had not the family quickly fled 
eastward, they too would have pre
sumably ended up in the nearby 
death factory. Instead, after an 
interval of several years in the 
Soviet Union, they reached 
Palestine (via Iran). 

What initially brought Adam 
back to Poland was archaeology. 
He was invited to lecture at several 
Polish universities, where he was to 
speak in English (but also hand out 
a Polish summary of his remarks). 
As it happened, he didn't have time 
to prepare the summary and there
fore decided to speak in his mother· 
tongue, much to the delight of his 
audiences. 

After his lecture in Krakow, 
Adam decided to go to nearby 
Oswiecim, and has since returned 
to the town six or seven times. 
"How," I asked him, "are you able 
to go back there with the gas cham
bers so close by?" After a troubled 
moment of contemplation, he said: 
"I suppose it's because I mentally 
separate Oswiecim, which was 
once a tranquil, predominantly 
Jewish town, from the hell that was 
Auschwitz." 

The primary reason for Adam's 
many visits to Oswiecim is his 
attempt to regain ownership of the 
tar paper factory and the various 
pieces of land that had belonged to 
his family. So far he has not suc
ceeded, though litigation is contin
uing and he hopes at least some of 
the Druks property will be 
returned. 

Another, more spiritual matter 

has also brought him back to 
Oswiecim, namely his participation 
in a project to establish a Jewish 
center in the town. The purpose of 
this center, initiated by New York 
businessman Fred Schwartz, is to 
inform contemporary and future 
generations about pre-war Jewish 
life. there. And in the absence of a 
synagogue in Auschwitz itself, the 
center has one, a place where Jews 
from around the world can pray, 
reflect and meet one another. 

The synagogue is in a building 
once used by a small group of wor
shippers, the Chevra Lomdei 
Mishnayot (the Society for the 
Study of the Mishna). The structure 
had to be extensively renovated, 
but at least - unlike many more 
impressive synagogues in 
Oswiecim - it survived the war 
because the Germans used it as an 
ammunition storehouse. 

Adam and his entire family 
recently participated in the ceremo
ny at which it was rededicated. 
They found it extremely moving, as 
they did what happened afterwards. 
In a reception at the town's recent

. ly built youth center, a young 
woman came up to Adam and 
handed him· some photographs of 
his family that were taken shortly 
before the outbreak of the Second 
World War. 

"How did you get them?" he 
asked her in amazement. "My 
grandmother," she. replied, 
"worked for your family and lived 
with her husband in the basement 
of their home. When they fled, she 
held on to the photographs in hopes 
that they could eventually be 
returned to one of the Druks. They 
came down, to me, and when I saw 
your name on the list of people who 
had come for the rededication of 
the synagogue, I was pleased that I 
could finally fulfill her wishes." 

The writer lives in Rehovot, 
lsr(lel. 
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World overlooks 
inconvenient truths 
(Cont. from page 4.) 

Exhibit A, of course, is the book 
that forms the earliest cornerstone 
of Western civilization, the Hebrew 
Bible. 

durable pe'ace agreements? On the 
creation of refugees, a tragic conse- . 
quence of every war and not just 
the Arab-Israeli conflict, why have 
Palestinian refugees,· uniquely 
throughout the world, been kept in 
squalid camps for decades rather 

Exhibit B is the 
prayer book in any syn
agogue anywhere in the 
world, Why does th<>
world so conveniently 
forget that in 1947, rec
ognizing both an Arab 
and a Jewish claim to 
Mandatory Palestine, 
the United Nations pro
posed a partition plan 
that sought to recog
nize the national aspi
rations of both peoples, 
and even accord 
Jerusalem international 
status? Recall the 

Why was 
Kuwait 

permitted to 
expel 300,000 
Palestinians 
summarily 
during the 

Persian Gulf 
War without 

a peep 

than resettled, espe
cially in other Arab 
nations that share a 
common language and 
heritage? 

Why has only Jordan 
among the 22 members 
of the Arab League 
offered Palestinians 
citizenship? Why was 
Kuwait permitted to 
expel 300,000 
Palestinians summarily 
during the Persian Gulf 
War without a peep 
from the international 
community? Why has 

from the 
international 
community? 

response? The Jews agreed; the 
Arabs, wanting it all, refused and 
went to war. 

What happened between 1948 
and 1967, when the West Bank and 
the eastern half of Jerusalem were 
under Jordanian control? Were the 
local Arabs given sovereign rights? 
Far from it. Jordan annexed the 
land and East Jerusalem became a 
backwater. Were the Jews given 
access to their holy sites the 
Western Wall and the synagogues 
in the Jewish Quarter of the Old 
City provided for by international 
agreement? No. Still worse, those 
sites were systematically desecrat
ed. Did Gaza, under Egyptian mili
tary rule, fare any better than the 
West Bank? Hardly. 

Does the world su ffer from 
amnesia about how Israel came 
into possession of the Golan 
Heights, West Bank, eastern 
Jerusalem, the Sinai and Gaza? 
"The existence of Israel has contin-, . 

ued too long. The battle has come 
in which we shall destroy Israel," 
Cairo Radio declared on May 16, 
1967. Not only did Syria go along. 
with Egypt in beating the drums of 
war, but also Jordan shortsightedly 
placed its forces under Egyptian 
control. Israel had no choice but to 
order a preemptive strike on June 
5. What was the Arab response 
after the Six-Day War to Israel's 
readiness to negotiate a settlement 
that would return virtually all the 
acquired territory in exchange for 
peace? 

As in 1947, the Arabs wanted it 
all all of Israel, that is or nothing, 
as they declared in Khartoum in 
November 1967: "No negotiations, 
no peace, no recognition." Yet, 
when decades later Egypt and 
Jordan finally were prepared to 
negotiate, did they not find a 
responsive Israel and conclude 

the international community sus
tained refugee camps that are incu
bators of hatred for Israel ancl the 
Jewish people for new generations 
of Palestinians? Why has the world 
utterly failed to acknowledge the 
exodus of nearly 1 million Jews no 
fewer than the number of 
Palestinian refugees forced to leave 
their ancestral homes in Arab coun
tries as a result of seething hatred? 

Is it perhaps because these 
refugees were immediately reset
tled rather than cynically turned 
into political pawns? Why has the 
world failed to understand Israel's 
profound dilemma in negotiating 
peace with a non-democratic and 
corrupt Palestinian Authority that 
raises legitimate fears about future 
commitments to peace? Or the very 
real strategic vulnerability Israel 
could face if durable peace does 
not take root, given especially its 
narrow width? And, why is the 
world not asking why Palestinians 
allow, even encourage, their chil
dren to enter harm's way, potential
ly becoming "martyrs" for the 
cause? 

This is a price children should 
never be asked to pay. In the end, 
the· path of peaceful negotiations 
and painful compromise is the only 
alternative for either side if all-out 
war is to be avoided. Israel has 
amply demonstrated its commit
ment to this path; the Palestinians, 
regrettably but characteristically, 
continue to send totally contradic
tory signals. How much longer can 
the world willfully overlook those 
inconvenient truths about 
Palestinian behavior that might 
otherwise puncture its airtight 
judgments? 

David A. Harris is executive 
director of the American Jewish 
Committee. 


