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(hai marks new beginnings with 2001. c,oncert 
When the Chai Folk Ensemble takes to the 
. stage at the Centennial Concert Hall on 

February 20, it will do so under the watch
ful guidance of new dance director Robyn Braha 
and the fresh artistic direction. of Tracy Kasner 
and Stefan Gislason. While all three have been 
with Chai for a number of years, Gates of Jeru
salem is the first show to feature their joint 
direction. 

Robyn's time with Chai began as a dancer in 
1994. Tracy joined Chai in 1991. By 1995 she 
was acting as vocal director and in 1999 she took 
on the role of co-artistic director, a position then 
shared with both Stefan and Tamar Barr. Stefan 
has also put in a number of years with Chai. He . 
joined the company in 1993, and became Musi
cal Director in 1996 before finally settling into 
the co-artistic director position. With both Casey 
Chisick (general director), and Tamar Barr (ar
tistic/dance director) leaving their posts in 2000, 
the stage was set for the new team to take Chai 
into the next millennium. But they only expect to 
do so much - Chai itself will take care of the rest. 

"Chai seems to have a life orasoul of its own," 
said Tracy. "It has existed now for over 36 years, 
and has survived through many directors and 
many performers - so many people have passed 
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through it. The energy in Chai is overwhelming 
and you have to be passionate about it because it 
begins to become a significant part of your life. I 
guess it makes sense that the word Chai translates 
to mean life." 

For their first year in the spotlight, Tracy, Stefan, 
and Robyn ~hose an ambitious show called Gates. 
of Jerusalem. Featuring over 80 school children 
and the talents of international choreographers 
Alberto Zirlinger and Shai Gottesman, Gates of 
Jerusalem is an undertaking of immense propor
tions - and immense importance. 

"We chose Gates of Jerusalem for this year's 
performance because the gates of Jerusalem sig-
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nify the entranceway into our homeland," said 
Stefan. "This concert celebrates the millions of 
people who have taken the journey through the 
gates into the Promised Land, and it pays tribute 
to the influence that many cultures have had on 
the development of our homeland." 

Winnipeg's own David Gale will emcey the 
evening, returning home from Toronto - where 
he has lived since 1979 - to take on the task. 
Currently the host of the Gemini .nominated 
Loving Spoonfuls, it documentary/cooking se
ries on WTN, David is truly a product of the 
Winnipeg Jewish community. He graduated from 

Joseph Wolinsky 
Collegiate, was a 
camper and 
counselor at Camp 
Massad and he 
danced, sang and 
taught Israeli dance 
for Chai. As emcee, 
he is the perfect addi
tion to what promises 
to be a special 
evening and he is 
thrilled to be involved 
with a show that was 
so much a part of his 
early years. 

"Our wish for this 
concert is that the au
dience will feel elated 
by the energy and en
thusiasm of our cel
ebration of the rebirth 
ofIsrael, and the hope 
for the continued 
growth and develop
ment of the country." 

Of course, the an
nual concert i~ only 
one aspect of Chai' s 
existence, and all of 
the company mem
bers are looking for
ward to redefining the 
boundaries of what is 
expected from an eth
nic dance ensemble. 

"We hope that Chai 
, will continue to reach 
new levels," said 
Tracy. "We have a 
goal of returning to 
Israel and other coun
tries to share and gain 
more knowledge 
from attending and 
performing in Israeli 
dance festivals." 

And Winnipeg au
diences will surely be 
the benefactors of that 
knowledge in the 
years to come. 
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Film aboutlewish Nazi takes top Sundance prize 
By TOM TUGEND 

LOS ANGELES 
(JT A) - A film about a 
Jew who becomes the 
leader of an anti-Se
mitic gang has won the 
highest honor for dra
mas at the Sundance 
Film Festival. "The 
Believer" focuses on U' 

rebellious Hebrew 
school student and Bar 
Mitzvah boy who later 
heads the neo-Nazi 
gang. Incredible as it A scene from the Sundance Film Festival top 
may sound, the movie, winning drama, 'The Believer.' The film is 
which was originally based on the true story of Jew who becomes 
titled "The Jewish head of a nco-Nazi gang. Photo courtesy Jewish 
Nazi," is basedona true Journal o/Greater Los Angeles. 
s~ry. . . 

Henry Bean, who wrote 
the 1998 hit "Enemy of 
the State," was fasci
nated by Burros's 
strange dualism and 
created the conflicted 
character of Danny 
Balint. As revealed in a 
series of flashbacks, the 
adolescent Danny is a 
spirited Hebrew school 
student who challenges 
his teacher's lessons on 
the Bible and eventu
ally is expelled. 

"the enemy." 
At the same time, as the gang's bright and highly 

articulate leader, Danny at times surpasses even 
his followers' anti-Semitism. Talking to a )'e
porter, he attacks three famous Jews - Karl Marx, 
Sigmund Freud and Albert Einstein - as having 
imposed "communism, infantile sexuality and the 
atom bomb" on mankind. 

In an interview'with the Jewish Journal of Greater 
Los Angeles, director Bean traced his own evolu
tion from his early years in a "very, very Reform" 
Philadelphia home to a "rinky-dink" Bar Mitzvah 
celebration, and finally to rejection of the syna
gogue. 

In the 1960s, a New York Times reporter inter
viewed neo-Nazi Daniel Burros, arrested at a Ku 
Klux Klan rally, on a tip that the racist tough guy 
was actually Jewish. When· the reporter revealed 
Burros's ethnic identity in his story, Burros put a 
gun to his head and killed himself. Writer-director 

From that point, he 
rejects his childhood 
background until he 
becomes the charis
matic and physically 

fearless leader of a band of skinhead thugs. But 
Danny is not your usual self-hater. Even while 
trashing a synagogue, he finds himself protecting 
the Torah from his brutish gang members. He even 
continues to study the bible and Hebrew, telling 
his girlfriend that he does so to truly understand 

Due mainly to the influence of his wife, a 
screenwriter and daughter of a rabbi, Bean now 
attend,S a Conservative synagogue and keeps a 
kosher home. In the screen character of Danny 
Balint, Bean found some echoes of his own ado
lescent conflicts, pushed to the ultimate extreme. 

"The idea that you could try, however futilely 
and catastrophically, to be two things at onc\!, a 
living contradiction, a thing and its opposite, was 
a magical moment in my life," he said. "I had 
found the conceit for some deep, visceral thoughts 
I had never been able to express before." 
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Yes, its time to celebrate PUR I M again 

with the Ci tyWide You th Organization 
And Children's Entertainer: 

Jacques Chenier 
at Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, 561 Wellington Crescent 

. , . 
Sunday March 11,12- 4 pm 

_f) 
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ALL NET .PROCEEDS GO TO ~J 
THE CITYWIDE yo.uTIi ORGANI~ATION 

Admission $10.00 per FAMILY, or $3/adult and $2/child 

Game tickets: 10 for $2.50 or Unlimited Game Pass for $5. 
Congr:cgation Shaarey Zedek 
56.1 Wellington Crccent 

./ 

Winnipeg MB. R3M OA6 
204-452~j71 

Shaarey Zedek Synagogue 
is a centre for Conservative Judaisni 

that welcomes the community 
to experience'spjritual gr~wth, 

continuing education,:' and 
the enrichment of lifec:vc/e ever,t. 

Experience a 
Megillah Reading 

Lllte Never Before 
Thursday, March 8th, 2001 
At Shaarey Zedel:? Synagogue 

561 Wellington Crescent 

Sign up today for the Pasta Feast, 
prepared by Chef Shelley. 

Take advantage of our Hamantaschen 
Center and create some special treats 

(to be baked at home) for your 
Michloach Manot! 

$20/family Of 412 adults, 2 children under 13) 

$7/ adult or $3/ child 
Please register by March 1 

Call Tybie at 452-3711 
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Our Megillah Reading will be an interactive 
.. and lively experience. It will be both 

traditional anti jim for all ages! 
Hold on to your hats when you see Haman! 
Meet Queen Esther and Uncle Mordechail 

.... ~ ~.i' Everyone is welcome I 

Come in COSTUME 
..lffI and win a prize! 
Dance in the PURIM PARADE! 

REFRESH MENTS after the 
Reading! 


