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Canadian Jewish news 

CIC Congratulates Ariel Sharon as Prime 
Minister-Elect of Israel 

Joseph Wilder, Q.C., 
national chair of the 
Canada-Israel Com
mittee, offered his con
gratulations to Israeli 
Prirpe Minister-elect 
Ariel Sharon on behalf 
of Canadian Jewry. 
"The citizens of Israel 
have clearly expressed 
their desire for new 
leadership. We respect 
their decision, and cel
ebrate the reaffirmation 
of the vibrant democ
racy that characterizes 
the Jewish state. Cana
dian Jews are confident 
that Mr. Sharon will 
focus all of his energies 
on leading Israel to
wards peace and secu
rity with its neighbors -

JOSEPH WILDER, 
national chair, 
Canada-Israel Com
mittee: "Canadian 
Jews are confident 
that Mr. Sharon will 
focus all of his ener
gies on leading Israel 
towards peace and se
curity with its 

. hb " nelg ors ... 

critical juncture il) Is
rael 's history, as its ef
forts for peace have 
been met with Pales
tinian violence and ever 
increasing demands for 
Israeii concessions, you 
will help guide your 
nation safely and 
firmly." 

Robert Ritter, CIC 
national executive di
rector, . added: 
I<Through its demo
cratic process, the peo
ple of Israel have spo
ken clearly that they 
envision a stable future 
of peace and freedom 
from fear under your 
stewardship. We wish 
you the best as you un
dertake the immediate 

goals all Israelis desperately yearn 
for," Wilder said. 

tasks of governing. Be assured that 
the Jewish community of Canada 
continues to stand firmly beside our 
brethren in Israel." 

In a letter to Sharon, Wilder ob
served that "we know that at this 

Youth Director 
Position Available 

We are seeking an enthusiastic, creative individual who possesses a strong 
JewIsh identity with good communication and organizational skills. The 
incumbent must have a Jewish background and identity. The individual 
should also be computer literate and able to work with both Microsoft 
Publisher, Word and e.mail software. Training available. This is a part time 
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position and experience with youth Is required. 
Please forward your resume and salary 
expectations by fax to 
474-1184 or to: 

CityWide Youth Department 
AHn: Marcia Dempsey 
561 Wellington Crescent. 
Winnipeg MB R3M OA6 

. . 
Closing date: March 9th, 2001 

Jewish-based Organiza.tion 
currently has an opening for a 

full-time Secretary 
RequirementS: 
• Excellent interpersonal,. verbal, written and organizational skills. 
• Ability. to work independendy. 
• . Knowledge of WordPerfect 5.1, Microsoft Works, Windows 3.11, Microsoft Word, 

. Microsoft Exce~ E-mail. Letters and list set up and· merge is an essential skill. 
• . Typing. speed 60 WPM, Dictaphone or shorthand is an asset 
• Experience operating photocopier, fax, postage machine and electric typewriter. 

We offer a complete employee benefit package. . . 
Please send~; resume with references and a hand written cover letter 
to the JeWish i Post & News, in confidence, Re: Full-time Secretary, 
by: February 23, 200 I. . . 

B'nai Brith Canada congratulates 
democratically elected Israeli prime minister 
TORONTO - B'nai 

Brith Canada February 
6 issued a statement 
congratulating Ariel 
Sharon,Jhe democrati
cally elected Israeli 
Prime Minister of Is
rael. 

Dr. Lawrence Hart, 
president ofB 'naiBrith 
Canada, stated: "The 
people of Israel have 
spoken. We congratu
late Ariel Sharon on his 
election to this post 
which has previously 
been held by such lead
ers as David Ben 
Gurion, Golda Meir, 
Menachem Begin, 
Yitzhak Shamir, and 
Yitzhak Rabin. We 
hope that during the 
difficult times ahead 
Ariel Sharon will be 
given the support and 
strength needed to carry 
out the functions of 
head ofIsrael 's govern- . 
ment." 

Frank Dimant, execu
tive vice president of 
B ' nai B ri th Canada 
stated: "It is regrettable 
that leaders oft Pales
tInian Chairman, 
Yasser Arafat's Fatah . 
Movement have threat
ened to accelerate the 
war of attrition against 
the Israeli people. The 
promise of renewed at
tacks of terrorism is 
hardly' appropriate 
from a 'partner in· 
peace' . I am confident, 

DR. LAWRENCE 
HART, president, 
B'nai Brith Canada: 
"The people of Israel 
have spoken." 

however, that Ariel 
Sharon whose cam
paign was based on 
peace and security, will 
prevail on the Palestin
ian leadership to nego
tiate afresh to create a 

FRANK DIMANT, 
executive vice presi
dent, B'nai Brith 
Canada: Confident 
that Sharon will be 
able to "negotiate 
afresh to create a cli
mate of trust" with 
Palestinian leader
ship. 

climate of trust that will 
bring about a cessation 
of warlike activities." 

CanArafat control the violence? 
TORONTO - As Prime Minister elect Ariel 

Sharon works to build a governing coalition, Arafat 
seems unable to control Palestinian violence on 
the ground that threatens to spiral out of control. 

Rochelle Wilner, senior vice president of B'nai 
Brith Canada and national chair of its Institute for 
International Affairs, remarked, "Arafat bears to
tal accountability for all violence emanating from 
the territories, whether it be perpetrated by the 
stone or by the gun, by lynching or by terrorist 
bombs. He has a responsibility to end all violence 
immediately.!' 

Ruth Klein, national director of the institute, 
added, "Ifthis terrorist outrage is the Palestinians' 
response to the democratic will of the Israeli 
electorate, then concerns for the days ahead seem 
justified. Provocations such as this can only delay 
the resumption of negotiations for peace in the 
area ." 

Answers to sports quiz/rom page 12 . 
I. Mike Rosenthal, offensive line 
2. Steve Stone, Baltimore Orioles 
3. Nat Fleisher 
4. Lenny Krazelburg 
5. the jackhammer 
6. third base 
7. Larry Rothschild 
8. Houston Astros 
9. Bonnie Berstein 
10. Jackie Fields, 16 years old 
11. Every four years; next in July 2001 
12. 1965 
13. Larry Sherry (59), Sandy Koufax (63), Steve Yeager (63), Jewish convert 
14. Ken Holtzman 174 wins in 15 seasons (Cubs, A's, Orioles, Tanks) 
15. Al Levine, Scott Schoeneweis 
16. Irena Kirszenstein-Szewinksa 
17. Dan Rothem, pitcher with Georgia southern 1998-99 
18. Mauri Rose 
19. Art Shamsky 
20. Allie Sherman 
21. thoroughbred horseracing jockey 
22. Nat Holman (CCNY); Larry Brown (Kansas) 
23. Ernie Grunfeld 

. ·24. Max Labovitch 
25. Sid Luckman 

Thewriter,.a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers 
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News. . 

Keep in touch with Sporting.Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to 
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street,Win"ipeg, Man., R2V lW7. 

Wednesday. February 14. 2001. THE JEWISH POST & NEWS 19 

Canadian Jewish news 

Rabbisjoin with Natan Sharansky at Toronto rally for Jerusalem 
By PAUL LUNG EN 

TORONTO - Rab
bis from three streams 
of Judaism joined last 
week with keynote 
speaker N atan 
Sharansky to outline 
the central - and non
negotiable - place of 
Jerusalem in the hearts 
and minds of the Jew
ish people. Jerusalem 
supersedes mundane 
political calculations 
and is the anchor that 
has unitedand kept the 
Jewish people for 3,000 
years, they said. 

The speakers' re
marks came during a 
community solidarity 
rally for the unity of 
Jerusalem held two 
weeks ago at the 
Shaarei Shomayim 
synagogue. As many as 
2,500 people jammed 
into the sanctuary and 
spilled over into the 
upper balcony to attend 
the hastily convened 
rally. Several hundred 
watched the proceed
ings on a video screen 
in the shul's Brother-
hood Hall. . 

The audience repre
sented a cross-section 
of Jews from across the 
political and cultural 
spectrum. Quoting 
psalms, prophets and 
the Talmud, the rabbis 
- Baruch Frydman
Kohl of the Beth 
Tzedec Congregation, 
John Moscowitz of the 
'Holy Blossom Temple 
and Moshe Shulman of 
Shaarei Shomayim -
agreed on the Jewish 
people's ancient his
torical and spiritual 
links to Jerusalem. 

Sharansky, a mem bel' 
of the Knesset and 
leader of the Yisracl 
B' Aliyah party, joked 
that the rabbis had sto
len his thunder with 
their remarks abou t the 
holy city. However, the 
former Soviet political 
prisoner held the audi
ence in rapt attention 
with his description of 
Jerusalem's role in his' 
life and how it gave him 
strength through years 
as a prisoner in the So
viet gulag. 

A second generation 
assimilated Jew with 
little knowledge of 
Judaism, Sharansky's 
only link to the Jewish 
people was a notation 
in his identity card, 

NAT AN SHARANSKY: Vasser Arafat under
stood the importance of Jerusalem to Jews. 
"That's why he tries to take it away from the 
Jewish people. He understood that if we (nego
tiate about) Jerusalem, it's a signal of weak
ness." 
which served to restrict 
access by Jews to bet
ter careers and social 
advancement. 

The 1967 Six Day 
War - and the capture 
of East Jerusalem by 
Israeli forces - changed 
his life, he said. "There 
came the day that de
spite all the (radio) jam
ming by the KGB, we 
heard the voice of (Is
raeli general) MotaGur, 
'The Temple Mount is 
in our hands.'" 

At the time, he did 
not even know what the 
Temple Mount was, but 
he noticed that the atti
tude of his anti-Semitic 
neighbours had 
changed. "They may 
have treated us with the 
same hatred, but with 
more respect," he said. 

Israel's success 
strengthened him while 
awakening an interest 
in his Jewish heritage. 
Instead of running 
away from the Jewish 
people and Judaism, 
"Jcrusalcm gave (the 
Jewish people) the 
strength to fight," he 
said. 

Sharansky recalled 
that at his trial for trea
son, orchestrated by the 
KGB and with the re
sult a foregone conclu
sion, he concluded his 
remarks to the court, in 
Hebrew, with the 
phrase, "Next year in 
Jerusalem." Those 
words have established 
a connection between 
generations of Jews and 
"ensured that the Jew
ish people will fight for 
you ... That's what 
makes us all one peo
ple." 

Sharansky said that 
as a political prisoner 
whose hopes were kept 

alive by thoughts of 
Jerusalem, he could 
never have foreseen he 
would write an open 
letter to the prime min
isterofIsrael raising his 
concern that the gov
ernment was consider
ing giving it away as 
part of a deal with the 
Palestinians. "It means 
our people will lose 
their identity ... the con
nections between the 
Jewish people would be 
weakened," Sharansky 
said. He urged Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak 
not to cross the "red 
line" of Jerusalem. "We 
Jewish people can 
never give away our 
own heart, Jerusalem." 

Negotiations over Je
rusalem demonstrated 
the Israeli government 
had lost track of the 
importance of the holy 
city. It transcends is
sues of peace and secu
rity. "It's about iden
tity," he said. 

For his part, accord
ing to Sharansky, Pal
estinian leader Yasser 
Arafat understood the 
importance of Jerusa
lem to Jews. "That's 
why he tries to take it 
away from the Jewish 
people. He understood 
that if we (negotiate 
about) Jerusalem, it's a 
signal of weakness." 

Sharansky pointed 
out that an estimated 
300,000 people re
cently participated in 
the biggest rally in Is
raeli history to demon
strate support for the 
city's unity. The dem
onstrators' resolve 
showed the Israeli po
litical leadership that 
the "people are full of 
determination, ready to 
fight, ready to defend 

Jerusalem," Sharansky 
said. 

He praised Ronald 
Lauder, head of the 
U.S. Conference of 
Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Or
ganizations, who spoke 
at the rally and who was 
later criticized by some 
of his constituents at 
home. Lauder"came to 
represent the millions 
of Diaspora Jews who 
couldn't be there," 
Sharansky said. 

Around the same time 
in Canada, divisions 
were exposed over a 
petition calling for the 
unity of Jerusalem. 
Concerns were raised 
that the local commu
nity might be seen as 
taking a position con
trary to that of the gov
ernment of Israel. 

The heads of Cana
dian Jewish Congress, 
B 'nai Brith Canada and 
the Canada-Israel 
Committee (CIC) de
clined to sign the peti
tion -though some offi-

cials of CIC and B 'nai 
Brith did. Senior lead
ership of Congress and 
B 'nai Brith attended the 
rally. 

Sharansky stated that 
Jerusalem, which 
"saved us and united us 
for so many years," is 
again helping unite the 
Jewish people. "We 
cannot survi ve as a peo
ple without having Je
rusalem." 

In earlier remarks, 
Rabbi Frydman-Kohl 
said the Jewish people 
must remain faithful to 
their historic lies to Je
rusalem, remain strong 
and "willing to make 
sacrifices to maintain 
our role in her future." 
Rabbi Moscowitz said 
Jerusalem has played a 
key role in Jewish sur
vival. "We should be 
among the guardians of 
Jerusalem even as she 
continues to guard us." 
Rabbi Shulman traced 
tM ancient biblical ref
erences to Jerusalem, 
and pointed out King 

David made the city his 
capital 3,000 years ago, 
to forge "the unity of 
the entire Jewish peo
pic." Jerusalem, he 
said, is "the true and 
only capital of the Jew
ish nation." 

The rally was held 
under the auspices of 
Onc Jerusalem 
( www.onejerusalem.org), 
an Israel-based organi
zation with supporters 
in Canada. The group 
was formed following 
last summer's Camp 
David negotiations to 
support Israeli sover
eignty over a unified 
Jerusalem. 

Yechiel Leiter, direc
tor of One Jerusalem, 
called on rally partici
pants to sign a petition 
for a united Jerusalem, 
saying that the Toronto 
rally would be the first 
in a number of North 
American events to 
push forthecity's unity. 

Reprinted with per
mission, Canadian 
Jewish News. 

National Council of Jewish Women 
Winnipeg Section 

introduces 
LOTHES TO YOU 

a community service project that needs your help! 

to distribute to inner-city schools. 

To arrange for pick-up of donations phone 474-1245 or 

drop off Items at the Just A Second store 725 Osborne St. 

or the Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre 1588 Main St. 

Donated items unsuitable for the Clothes To You Program 
will be sold at the Just A Second store. 

Proceeds from the store support the Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre. 
Clothes To You is funded in part by the Jewish foundation of Manitoba. 
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