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Editorial/ comment 

Mixed e~rly signals from Ariel Sharon 

Ariel Sharon's first moves as Isra~li prime min
. ister are somewhat reassuring for Jews con

. cerned about the future of the peace process. 
But his insistence on keeping all Jewish settle

ments throughout the West Bank and Gaza Strip and 
some of his other policies could still help lead Israel 
into another war with its Arab neighbors. 

Sharon last week appeared about to conclude an 
agreement with defeated Israeli prime minister Ehud 
Barak for a unity government that would include 
Barak's Labor Party. Even more impressively, he 
reportedly allotted to Labor two key cabinet posts: 
defence and finance. with Barak assuming the 
defence portfolio. 

It would better serve both Labor's and Barak's 
interests to be in the government at this time. Labor 
has only 21 seats out of 120 in the Knesset; but its 
presence could still serve as a moderating force in a 
government that will.be dominated by rightwing, pro
Jewish settlement parties. 

It's also in Labor's interest to prolong the current 
makeup of the Knesset, whose term doesn't expire for 
more than two years. Should Sharon have been. 
unable to cobble together a government, new elec
tions for that Knesset would probably have been 
called. And given public anger at Labor and Barak for 
the renewed Palestinian Intifada, Labor and other left-

. of-centre, relatively dove ish parties might have been 
clobbered at the polls. 

On the other hand, even with Labor's presence, the 
new "National Unity Gpvemment" will have far less 
room to maneuvre, should peace talks resume with 
the Palestinian Authority. Barak was willing to tum· 
over virtually all the occupied territories and parts of 
Jerusalem to the Palestinians, in exchange for a final 
peace agreement. 

Sharon has only talked vaguely of concluding a 
series of interim accords with the Palestinians involv
ing far less territory. If Palestinian Authority President 
Yasser Arafat turned down Barak's unprecedently 
generous offers, it's unlikely he'll accept Sharon's 
much more limited concessions. 

Still, with Labor's support, Sharon would probably 
have a much more stable government than Barak did 
as prime minister. Given that support, and his insis
tence that Arafat stop the Palestinian violence before 
talks resume, he might still achieve more than Barak 
was able .to, in reducing that terrorism. . 

If Sharon shows as much flexibility in the peace 
process as in his reported allotment of key cabinet 
seats to Labor, he might eventually also conclude 
some kind of progress In peace talks. 

The alternative - a prolonged standoff, will likely 
lead to a war that Israel doesn't want, and neither side 
can ·afford. 
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And the winneris .... Ariel Sharon 
He successfully appealed to Israel's large centrist vote 

'\ riel Sharon 
L\ won because 

.i. .1. enough Israelis 
in the center decided 
he responded to their 
short-term need for 
firmness and their 
anger with Arafat, and 
enough· Israeli Arabs 
could not overcome 
their resentment at the 
Barak government's 
mishandling . of their 
violent demonstra
tions early in the fall. 

COMMENT ON ISRAEL 

SHIRA HERZOG 

The right alone 
could not deliver a 
victory to Sharon, and 
he knew that in order 
to get their vote, he 
had to campaign, like 
Netanyahu before 
him, on a peace plat
form. But what wilt he 
ultimately deliver? 
Sharon has been 
described as an "olive 
tree" leader, in Tom 
Friedman's juxtaposi
tion of "The Lexus 
and the Olive Tree". 
In other words, his 
natural frame of refer
ence is an attachment 
to the land along with 
a more parochial dis
course and belief sys
tem. Sharon as prime 
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ARIEL SHARON, successful candidate for Israeli 
prime minister, in a pensive mood during the 
campaign.lsrane/ pil%. 

minister will have the 
choice of using that 
conviction· and root
edness to continue to 
urge Israelis towards 
a pragmatic resolution 
of the conflict with 
the Palestinians, or of 
leaning towards the 
line of ideological 
nationalism, leading 
to greater isolation 
and the costs associat
ed with the status
quo. History is writ
ten by the winners, 
and Sharon has the 
choice of legacies at 
the twilight of his· 
political career. 
. Ehud Barak lost due· 
to three factors - his 
dismal failure as a 
politician, the Israeli 
electoral system, and 

Arafat's rejection of 
his peace offer. Had 
anyone of these been 
different, his political 
fortunes would likely 
have fared better. 

A national unity 
government is an 
attractive option for 
Sharon for three rea-
sons - to ensure his 
political· survival; to 
maintain a parliamen
tary majority to pre
vent Netanyahu's 
comeback; and to 
reform the electoral 
system to deal with 
the self-evident weak
nesses of the dual-bal
lot system. 

For Israelis, there 'is 
no turning the clock 
back. Shamir inherit
ed Begin's Camp 

David process; Rabin 
inherited Shamir's 
Madrid conference; 
Netanyahu inherited 
Rabin's Oslo; and 
Barak continued 
where Netanyahu left 
off in the Wye agree
ment. Sharon may 
believe in a firmer 
reaction to Arafat's 
violence and rejection 
of Israel's offers, and 
some of the 
intractable issues may 
not now have solu
tions, but he cannot 
escape the new reali
ties of the Israeli
Palestinian relation
ship. For the first 
time, both communi
ties have come up 
against the most fun
damental issues of 
their violent history -
Jerusalem, settle-
ments and the 
Palestinian "right of 
return". And for the 
first time, both are 
debating the respec
tive price of compro
mise or inaction. 
Barak may well go 
down in history as 
Israel's weakest prime 
minister, but he will 
always be remem
bered as the leader 
who exposed the raw 
nerves of this existen
tial conflict. .. 

,For our Jewish com
munity, this is precise
ly the time to affirm 
our support for Israel 
and its democratic 

process, regardless of 
who heads its govern
ment. The winner will 
have been elected in 
an open, due process, 
and friends of· Israel, 
including the 
Canadian govern-
ment, should welcome 
the result as such. 
Whatever one may 
think about Sharon's 
past actions or future 
policies, his legitima
cy as a candidate 
derived from the very 
principles of account
ability and censure 
inherent in Israel's 
parliamentary system. 

Here, our overarch
ing objective remains 
to ensure the support 
of the Canadian gov
ernment for Israel and 
its security, and the 
continued enhance
ment of the positive, 
multifaceted C~nada
Israel bilateral agen
da. This includes 
numerous, significant 
issues on the econom
ic, political and 
international agendas 
that go beyond the 
narrow prism of 
United Nations votes, 
as unfortunate as 
these may be. Israel 
needs Canada's sup
port and actions. Our 
voice counts -let's use 
it wisely. 

The writer lives' in 
Toronto, Ontario. 
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Can c~exis.ten~e survive the Intifada? 
DIrector of Jewl~h - Arab Open House' program determined to press forward -r ife has never 

. been easy for 
... ,,,,jthe staff of 
Open House, an insti
tution that promotes 
understanding 
between various com
munities in Ramie, a 
town near Tel Aviv 
where 80 per cent of 
the people are Jews 
and 20 per cent are 
Arabs. 

ISRAEL UPDATE 

NECHEMIA MEYERS 

But since the outbreak 
of the second Intifida in 
October it has been far 
more difficult. Jewish 
participants in Open 
House programs openly 
express fear of entering 
Arab sections of the 
town, and Arab partici
pants feel that thcy may 
be assaulted by Jewish 
militants or harassed by 
the police. 

Nevertheless, 
Yehezkel Landau, its 
Jewish administrative 
director, and Michail 
Fanous, a Chri.stian 
Arab who serves as its 
executive director, are· 
determined to go for
ward with the pro
grams of Open House 
and, if possible, to 
expand them. 

The structure in 
which most activities 
take place has a very 
special history. Built 
originally in the '30s 
by the AI-Khayri fam
ily, which left the city 
together with most of 
its other Arab resi
dents during the War 
of Independence in 
1948, it subsequently 
became the property 
of the Ashkenazi fam
ily, new immigrants 
from Bulgaria. Then, 
in 1967, the AI
Khayris, now resi
dents of Ramallah, 
came to visit what had 
been their home. The 
meeting between the 
two families was sur
prisingly cordial and· 
ties gradually' devel
oped between the old 
and new residents of 
the RamIe house. 

So when Dalia 
Ashkenazi's parents 
died and she moved to 

Jewish and Arab youngsters in an 
Open House Peace Camp. 

had lit
tle sym
pat h y 
for 
Arabs, 
did his 
bcst to 
torpedo 
il. But 
when he 
was 
replaced 
by the 
curren t 
mayor, 
former 
career 
arm y 
officer 
Y 0 e I 
L a vi, 
the 
cam p 

Jerusalem (where she 
married American 
immigrant Yehezkel 
Landau), she decided, 
in consultation with 
the AI-Khayris, that it 
should henceforth bc 
used as a venue for 
programs to help Arab 
youth and to promote 
understanding 
between Jews and 
Arabs in the town. 

In April, 1991, Open 
House, with Dalia's 
husband as adminis
trative director, 
became the venue for 
a scheme whereby 
Arab elementary 
school pupils were 
tutored by Arab col
lege students. Then, a 
few months later, 
Ramie's first day-care 
center for Arab tod
dlers began operations 
at Open House. Now 
there are two more 
such centers, run 
respectively by WIZO 
and Na'amat, but the 
one at Open House is 
still full to capacity, 
and has a long waiting 
list. 

There are also pro
grams to teach "coex
istence skills" to 
lew ish and Arab 
teachers on the one 
hand, and to parents 
on the other. But by 
far the most ambitious 
scheme sponsored by 
the center is a Peace 
Camp for Arab and 
Jewish youngsters 
between the ages of 
eight and 16. It got off 
to a rough start 
because the then
mayor of RamIe, who 

received 
his backing and par
ents from both com
munities were encour
aged to send their off
spring to it. 

Lavi, a member of 
the right-wing Likud 
Party, was also 
responsible for a rap
prochement with 
Michail Fanous, who, 
in addition to his work 
at Open House, is also 
a member of the City 
Council. Lavi invited 
Fanous to join the 
Likud-Ied municipal 
coalition and put him 
in charge of Arab edu
cation (funding for 
which was substan
tially increased). Thus 
Ramie is the only city 
in the country where 
Arab council mem
bers (three in all) are 
in partnership with a 
Likudnik. Also note
wort.hy is the fact that 
Open House's pro
grams for Jews and 
Arabs alike enjoy the 
support of New York 
City's Jewish 
Federation. 

Yehezkel Landau, 
Fanous' Jewish part
ner, stubbornly refus
es to give in to the 
prevailing atmosphere 
of virtual despair 
regarding the possibil
ity of an understand
ing between the two 
peoples, even though 
he admits that most 
Jews are fearful of 
Arabs . and the latter 
still refuse to accept 
the legitimacy of a 
Jewish State. 

"Things will 
change," Landau 
declares, "if not in our 
generation, then in 

that of our children or 
our grandchildren. 
But we must start now 
in order to make this 

happen." 

The writer lives III 

Rehovot, Israel. 

Trivia (pyste sachen) 
It seems that the president of the 

Va ad Ha'ir, Mr. Don Aronovitch, 
and the executive either forgot, or 
never knew about the tumultuous, 
sometimes hot discussion and 
exchanges, dating back 50 years, 
created by the differences of opin
ions between the executive and the 
board of the "Conservative" Vaad 
and the Orthodox rabbis. 

I am surprised that now, 50 years 
later, Rabbi Altein, Rabbi 
Benamou, Rabbi Stern and Don 
Aronovitch don't realize that 90 per 
cent of the lew ish population of 
Winnipeg are members of 
Conservative or Reform syna
gogues. They don't have any prob
lems with the existing kashrut. 
They are not interested in any 
changes. They are happy with 
Gunn's and City Bread baking, and 
they consider Omnitsky's meat 
products as kosher enough for their 
homes. 

This is the reality of Winnipeg 
Jewish community today, no matter 
how difficult it is to accept it. 

The problem is inherently with 
the Orthodox community which 
considers existing standards not 
acceptable and would like to 
change them 

and a tighter administration, this 
could still be achieved. 

This is the only way the vaad 
should operate: Fully independent 
of any pressures and inl1uences 
from the communal authorities. 
The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg 
does not interfere with bar and bat 
mitzvot, weddings and funerals, 
and the same should apply to the 
kosher food products. 

We contemporary Jews are bur
dened with two major issues: 

a) The precarious existence of the 
State of Israel and her well-being; 

b) The survival of Judaism after 
the tragedy of Holocaust, and the 
retention of our belief in good, be it 
as Orthodox, Conservative or 
Reform Jews. 

These are the principal issues fac
ing 21st century Jewry, of which I 
am sure Winnipeg's community is 
an integral part. Everything else is 
secondary. No mattcr how impor
tant the kashrLlt issue may seem to 
some in reality, right now, it is a 
complete waste of time, energy and 
resources. It is, in the opinion of 

" t h" many, pys c sac en . 
PHILIP WEISS 

Winnipeg 

(improve). 
I understand this and 

sympathize with them -
but there are only two 
solutions. 

Very poor business decisions 

1. For the Orthodox 
community to open 
their own bakery and 
butcher shops and com
pete on the open mar
ket with the established 
shops that reject 
changes (they are pri
vately owned, not sub
sidized by the commu
nity). 

2. To continue the 
dependency on other 
cities for acceptable 
kosher products. 

As the past treasurer 
and vice-president of 
the "Conservative" 
vaad for 10 years, I 
would like to remind 
the community that we 
were fully independent, 
and never sought any 
financial subsidy from 
the Winnipeg Jewish 
Community Council. 
With frugal spending 

Re: "Executive director takes government job" 
The Jewish Post & News, January 31,2001. 

It seems to me that the people who took over 
the Va ad Ha'ir about a year ago made some very 
poor business decisions. My guess is that they 
took some bad advice to make the changeover as 
quickly as possible without considering the 
problems which might result. 

They had gotten into a new business which 
they did not know or understand. Rather than 
trying to retain the old executive director to 
assist in a gradual changeover, they terminated 
him immediately, and replaced him with a new 
director, which in hindsight seems to question 
whether they checked his qualifications and 
commitment to the task sufficiently. 

They apparently did not know either their cus
tomers or their market, and did not take enough 
time to properly investigate their reaction to the 
new program. As a result, some endorsees and 
consumers have been alienated, people are more 
confused than before, and debt has been 
increased. Hopefully, people who were "on the 
fence" will not be "turned off' to kashrut by 
·these events. 

As to the Vaad(s), little has changed. In reality 
there were two Vaads before, and there are two 
now. We've just added a logo. 

DAVID DIAMOND 
Winnipeg 


